
1 
 

 

 
 

WHITE EARTH RESERVATION 

CHAIRMAN Michael Fairbanks SECRETARY-TREASURER Leonard Alan Roy 

DISTRICT I Raymond Auginaush, Sr. DISTRICT II Kathy Goodwin DISTRICT III Eugene “Umsy” Tibbetts 

 

 

November 4, 2019 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Band Members, White Earth Reservation 
   
FROM:  Alan Roy, Secretary/Treasurer 
 
SUBJECT: Petition Process: Blood Quantum, MCT Land Transfer, Other 
 
 
Band Members, 
 
Pursuant to Article VI, and as related to Article XIV, of the Revised Constitution and 
Bylaws of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe (MCT), this Memorandum is being 
delivered at the request of Band members regarding Referendums and the Petition 
process of the MCT. As this request directly affects the MCT, Tribal members should 
contact the MCT Executive Director for further details and the approved petition 
process. However, Band members have contacted the office of the 
Secretary/Treasurer for initial guidance. The guidance is issued with the 
understanding that White Earth is a Band of the MCT and that White Earth Band 
members are Tribal members of the MCT. 
 
Generally, for Tribal members that wish to initiate a petition, the Ordinance 
Implementing Constitutional Petitions, provides “uniformity and standards for the 
submission and processing of petitions requesting the Tribal Executive 
Committee…to call a referendum under Article XIV…” The Ordinance outlines the 
process for petitions. Section 2.3.1.1 clarifies that, “A petition under Article XIV must 
be filed within one (1) year of the effective date of the resolution or ordinance that 
is the subject of the petition.” 
 
As related to the MCT Land Transfer (Resolution 96-19), a petition may cause a 
referendum vote. For blood quantum change, a proposed resolution could be 
introduced with an accompanying qualified petition to cause a referendum vote. 
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Article XIV, Section 1 states that, “The Tribal Executive Committee, upon receipt of a 
petition by 20 percent of the resident voters of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe…shall 
submit any enacted or proposed resolution or ordinance of the Tribal Executive 
Committee to a referendum of the eligible voters of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe. 
The majority of the votes cast in such referendum shall be conclusive and binding on 
the Tribal Executive Committee. The Tribal Executive Committee shall call such 
referendum and prescribe the manner of conducting the vote.” 
 
Accordingly, a petition may be introduced on the following subjects: 
 
1. Minnesota Chippewa Tribe Land Transfer: Resolution 96-19 

a. MCT Tribal members may submit a qualified petition for referendum if 
the action is complete prior to April 24, 2019 as the resolution was 
approved on that date (Section 2.3.1.1 applies due to the one-year rule). 
The completed qualified petition should be submitted to the Tribal 
Executive Committee (TEC) by the next Regular meeting to be held on 
January 31, 2019 for action. 
 

b. Once the petition is accepted for action under the Ordinance 
Implementing Constitutional Petitions, the TEC shall call such referendum 
and prescribe the manner of conducting the vote. 

 
c. It is recommended that the referendum be held concurrently with the 

2020 Primary or General Election for each Band of the MCT to avoid 
budgetary issues and to answer public demand. 

 
d. Prior to TEC action, it is recommended that a schedule be produced with 

the MCT Executive Director to make sure the petition is qualified, 
accepted, and submitted to the TEC on January 31, 2020 to call such 
referendum and to prescribe the manner of conducting the vote. 

 
e. It is recommended that the petition specifies and calls for those MCT 

lands located outside of the exterior boundaries of each Band of the MCT 
as the subject for referendum. 
 

2. Blood Quantum Change: Resolution (Pending/Proposed) 
a. MCT Tribal members may submit a qualified petition for referendum 

related to blood quantum change if the action is complete prior to 
January 31, 2019 as a proposed resolution would need to be submitted 
for approval of the TEC on that date (Article XIV, Section 1: proposed 
resolutions may be submitted for referendum). Proposed resolutions may 
be submitted by a TEC member along with membership and a qualified 
petition. The completed petition should be submitted to the TEC by the 
next Regular meeting to be held January 31, 2019 for action. 
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b. Once the petition is accepted for action under the Ordinance 

Implementing Constitutional Petitions, the TEC shall call such referendum 
and prescribe the manner of conducting the vote. 

 
c. It is recommended that the referendum be held concurrently with the 

2020 Primary or General Election for each Band of the MCT to avoid 
budgetary issues and to answer public demand. 
 

d. Prior to TEC action, it is recommended that a schedule be produced with 
the MCT Executive Director to make sure the petition is qualified, 
accepted, and submitted to the TEC on January 31, 2020 to call such 
referendum and to prescribe the manner of conducting the vote. 

 
e. The proposed resolution must meet the constitutional requirements for 

Tribal membership under Article II of the Revised Constitution and Bylaws 
of the MCT. Article II is further clarified by the MCT Enrollment Ordinance 
which would be updated if the resolution seeks to change blood 
quantum. It is recommended that the resolution be narrow in scope and 
leaves long-term Article II (enrollment) questions to the MCT 
Constitutional Delegates as a Constitutional Amendment would require a 
Secretarial Election. 

 
f. It is recommended that the proposed resolution references ideas from 

the recent 1941 blood quantum correction approved by the TEC on 
October 30, 2019. Over 1,000 individuals were recognized as full bloods 
as they were wrongfully listed as less than full bloods on the 1941 
membership roll. Wrongful blood quantum calculations are rampant in 
the MCT enrollment database. This decision by the TEC clearly showed 
that the TEC has the authority to determine its own membership criteria 
and that it can make necessary changes to blood quantum by resolution.  

 
g. Accompanied and authorized by a qualified petition, a proposed 

constitutionally compliant resolution would have similar effect.  
 

3. Other Proposals 
a. See subject 2 (Blood Quantum Change) as the process would be nearly 

the same. 
 
The Administration is directed to publish a public notice of this Memorandum with 
the attachment(s) on the website and by written copy of this Memorandum at the 
Reservation Business Committee building entrance and Administration desk 
entrance. 
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To better facilitate the petition process, please contact your elected official on how 
they can help with the MCT Land Transfer and Blood Quantum change.  
 
Please contact my office or the MCT Executive Director for further questions. 
 
 
cc: RBC 

Executive Director 
 Tribal Attorney 
 Executive Coordinator 
 Minnesota Chippewa Tribe 
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