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This matter came before the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe — Election Court of Appeals (Court) on February 15,2024. Pursuant
to Section 1.3 (C) (6) of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe Election ordinance, the Court convened within forty-eight (48) hours of
receiving the certification challenge from candidate Keezer. Judge Robert Blaeser — the White Earth appointee to the Court — did
not participate in the decision.

Candidate Keezer appeals the February 6, 2024 determination by the White Earth Reservation Business Committee that
Candidate Keezer did not meet the requirement that he reside within the White Earth Reservation boundaries for the twelve (12)
months immediately preceding the primary election, which residency is required by Section 1.3(A) of the Minnesota Chippewa
Tribe Election Ordinance:

A candidate for office must: (1) be an enrolled member of the Tribe; (2) be enrolled with the Reservation of
his/her candidacy; (3) reside on the Reservation of his/her candidacy and enrollment; and (4) meet the
requirements of Article IV, Section 4 of the Constitution, as set forth in Section 1.3(D). A candidate for
Committeeperson to represent a district established pursuant to Section 1.4(A), below, must reside in the
district of his/her candidacy and enrollment. Requirements (1), (2), and (3) must be met for at least the twelve-
month period immediately preceding the date established for the Primary election.

For purposes of analyzing this certification appeal the Court has presumed that candidate Keezer has met all procedural
requirements to preserve and present his appeal. In his appeal Candidate Keezer fails to provide evidence that contravenes the
determination by the White Earth Reservation Business Committee that he has not met the residency requirement. In addition,
candidate Keezer misconstrues the residency requirement as only applying to candidates for Committeeperson and not
Chairperson,; the eligibility requirement is clear that the 12-month residency requirement applies to all candidates for office.

The Minnesota Chippewa Tribe — Election Court of Appeals affinms the determination by the White Earth Reservation
Business Committee that candidate Keezer has failed to prove he has met the residency requirement of Section 1.3(A) of the

Minnesota Chippewa Tribe Election Ordinance.
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