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Dancers welcome 2025 with New Year Sobriety Powwow

The New Year Sobriety Powwow was held Dec. 31 and Jan. 1 at the Naytahwaush Sports Complex. There were almost 200 dancers and 13
drums. The new royalty are Princess Ja’Niya JJ Hanks (daughter of Carissa Hanks and Brandon White) and Brave Cairo Littlewind (grandson
of Jackie Lenoir and Stanton Alexander). The event was sponsored by the White Earth RBC and White Earth Behavioral Health.  
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Vivian Marie McArthur
is first 2025 baby born at Detroit Lakes Essentia Health
By Vicki Gerdes
Detroit Lakes Newspaper

When Vivian Marie McArthur was born at noon
on Jan. 1 at Essentia Health St. Mary’s in Detroit
Lakes, she became the hospital’s first baby of the new
year... though that fact came as something of a sur-
prise to her parents.

“She came about a week early,” said Tasha
Bellanger, Vivian’s mother, in a telephone interview
from the family’s home in Naytahwaush.

Her status as Essentia's first-born of 2025 could
also have been in jeopardy, Bellanger noted, because
there was another woman in labor at the hospital
around the same time.

“I was asking the nursing staff if there were any
other babies coming along, and they were like, ‘Yeah,
but no pressure,’” she joked, adding that she really
wasn’t expecting any media attention surrounding the
birth, but “it’s been fun.”

The birthing process did go relatively smoothly,
Bellanger added, though there was some early con-
cern because “her shoulder got a little bit stuck.”

That was probably at least somewhat due to
Vivian’s size, Bellanger noted, as her daughter
weighed 10 pounds and 12.5 ounces at birth, measur-
ing 21.5 inches long.

Though Vivian is Bellanger’s fourth child, she is
father Nathan McArthur’s firstborn, as Bellanger’s
three older children — Monte, Carson and Scarlett —
all came from a previous relationship. Though their
last names are different, Vivian does share her middle
name, Marie, with both her mother and grandmother,
Ruth.

Bellanger said that her 4-year-old daughter is
pretty enamored of her little sister. “She wants to be
really hands-on and holding the baby, feeding her and
helping out as much as she can,” said the siblings’
proud mother, who will be on maternity leave for 12
weeks following the birth.

Eventually, she will return to work at the
Mahnomen County Courthouse, where she works in
court administration, while Vivian’s dad, Nathan, will
be taking on the bulk of the daytime caregiving
duties. After all, he works next door.”

“He doesn’t need to take time off (for maternity
leave), because he’s literally right here,” Bellanger
said, adding that they live in the same building as the
Village Store in Naytahwaush, which McArthur runs
in conjunction with his mother.

Though Vivian was the first-born of 2025 at
Essentia Health-St. Mary’s, she will be far from the
last: Almost 500 babies were born at the local hospital
in 2024.

Tiny Homes project finished in 
reservation communities

Photos by Rachelle Perkes
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Vivian Marie McArthur was born at noon on Jan. 1,
2025, to parents Tasha Bellanger and Nathan
McArthur of Naytahwaush.

White Earth Builders recently completed and turned over the keys to
Tiny Homes in Rice Lake (10), Naytahwaush (6), White Earth (4)
and Pine Point (2). Top: Standing from left are Monte Farley Jr.,
Todd Woiteshek, District 1 Rep. Henry Fox, Reed Bjerk, and Cody
St. Clair. Bottom: From left are Cody St. Clair, Tim Rindahl (accept-
ing keys on behalf of District 2 Rep. Eugene Sommers), Todd
Woiteshek, and Monte Farley Jr.  On Jan. 29, District 3 Rep. Laura
Lee Erickson accepted the keys to the homes in White Earth and
Pine Point.
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White Earth and Leech Lake aim to improve Indigenous
education in Minnesota with Bush Foundation grant

With a $7.7 million investment from the Bush
Foundation, the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe (LLBO) and
the White Earth Nation (WEN) will collaborate to improve
Indigenous education in Minnesota by seizing the opportuni-
ty to meaningfully implement Indigenous Education for All
(IEFA) legislation, which mandates that schools use Tribally
endorsed curriculum. This five-year project aims to strength-
en Tribal-state systems to support change at multiple levels,
ultimately addressing long-standing education disparities
and promoting Indigenous self-determination. 

This work builds on momentum created by the TRUTH
project, a Native-organized, Native-led, community-driven
research movement that offers multiple recommendations on
how the University of Minnesota can be in better relation-
ship with Indigenous peoples. This will also support the
ongoing work Tribal researchers have been doing at both
LLBO and WEN, including oral history projects and work-
ing with youth leadership councils.

"This investment supports Tribal leaders' ability to use
their full power to educate our people and to tell our own his-
tories,” said Laurie Harper, director of education for Leech
Lake Band of Ojibwe. “We believe the IEFA legislation is an
opportunity for Tribal perspectives and knowledge to be
integrated into Minnesota classrooms in a way that exercises
Tribal sovereignty and self-determination, building a new
model of curricula that is community-centered, Tribally led
and replicable by other Tribes throughout the state.”

There is an eagerness and readiness for this work as
both Tribal councils have emphasized education as a high
priority within Tribal government, and IEFA has been some-
thing both nations have wanted to see implemented correctly
as a pathway to long-standing change in education. 

“We believe this work can be transformational at multi-
ple levels,” said Dr. Mattie Harper DeCarlo, grantmaking
officer at the Bush Foundation. “This work will help validate
Native students’ identities by making them feel seen in
schools; it will help students overall by increasing their
knowledge of Tribal nations and Native Americans; and it

will address major barriers educators face when seeking to
teach Native content, all while strengthening the knowledge-
sharing infrastructure within the LLBO and WEN nations.
This model can set a new standard for community ownership
and Tribal self-determination in education. We’re very excit-
ed to see this idea developed and tested.”

The National Indian Education Association believes
Minnesota can be a leader within a nationwide movement
and prove a model of successful IEFA implementation.
Similar legislation is being tested across the country, includ-
ing Montana, Washington and North Dakota.

The Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe is committed to the
responsible operation of government, preservation of our
heritage, promotion of our sovereignty, and the protection of
natural resources for our elders and future generations, while
enhancing the health, economic well-being, education, and
our inherent right to live as Ojibwe People.

The White Earth Reservation, located in northwestern
Minnesota, is the largest of the 11 reservations in the state.
The reservation encompasses over 1,300 square miles of
land and is rich in cultural heritage, natural resources, and a
deep connection to the land. The White Earth Reservation
Business Committee and its programs are committed to pre-
serving traditions while working to address contemporary
challenges, including economic development, education,
and the preservation of language and culture.

The Bush Foundation works to inspire and support cre-
ative problem solving — within and across sectors — to
make our region better for everyone. To do this, we invest in
great ideas and the people who power them in Minnesota,
North Dakota, South Dakota and the 23 Native nations that
share the same geography. We work through open grantmak-
ing programs to develop, test and spread great ideas to make
our region better, and to inspire, equip and connect people to
lead change effectively. We are inspired by the lives of
Archie and Edyth Bush, who created the Bush Foundation in
1953. Today, our job is to do the most possible good with the
resources they left to the community.

White Earth hosts MCT Constitutional Reform Convention

Photo by Gary W. Padrta

The White Earth Constitutional Reform Delegate Committee hosted the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe Constitutional
Reform Convention on Jan. 16 at the Shooting Star Casino in Mahnomen.  Delegates from each MCT Band attended
in person or via zoom.  White Earth Secretary-Treasurer Michael LaRoque welcomed the delegates.  There were
updates from each Band, subcommittee updates, presentations, and open discussion. Patty Straub, pictured, helped
facilitate the Convention.
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News From Chairman Michael Fairbanks
Aaniin Boozhoo Gaa-waabaabiganikaag

Niminwendam Waabaminaan
Migiziwi-Giizis 
Aaniish inaa akawe ninga-gaagiizomaag aadi-

zookaanag.
Weweni-sago-na.
Greetings White Earth Nation I am Happy to See

You! 
It is already February!
Everyone Be Safe. 
In our Anishinaabe tradition, our months are

called giizis which refers to sun or moons in this
case; February is known as Namebini, the Sucker
Fish Moon, or, to some, Migiziwi-Giizis— or Eagle
Moon. This name comes from the presence of the
mighty eagle during this time of year.  Just yesterday,
I offered asema as I witnessed two eagles locking
their talons above us. February is when we see the
eagles soaring high above, searching the land for
food, and the beginning of mating season. They’re
strong, resilient, and fly with grace, even in the
harshest of winter’s cold. Migizi symbolizes
strength, vision, and endurance, qualities we hold
dear as Anishinaabe people.

When we honor the Eagle Moon, we’re remind-
ed of the wisdom that the eagle represents. Even in
the most challenging winter months, we look to the
eagle’s flight as a reminder to stay strong and perse-
vere. The eagle’s ability to navigate the winter skies
reflects our resilience and carries a message of hope
as we continue on our journey through
Minobimaadiziwin the Red Road of life.

Upholding Empowerment through the Sacred
Path of Truth

As the Chairman of the White Earth Nation, I
stand before you to address an essential aspect of our
lives, the quest for truth - Debwewin - in a world
often clouded by falsehoods and distractions.
Navigating through these layers of illusion is no sim-
ple task, but it is a journey deeply rooted in our iden-
tity and guided by the teachings of our ancestors. 

The foundation of our beings lies in the desires
held within our hearts, those aspirations that reflect
our authentic selves. When these desires are valid
and resonate with our spirit, they illuminate our paths
to Minobimaadiziwin, the Red Road, the proper way
to live.  It helps us distinguish between what is real
and merely a façade. This power of authentic desire
can dismantle the barriers we face, empowering us to
rise above the confusion of untruths.

My parents, Elsie and Juel Fairbanks, taught me
the meaning of Minobimaadiziwin and empower-
ment; in this context, they would tell me at a very
young age that it is not just a state we achieve; it is
an ongoing mindset shaped by the teachings of the
sacred Seven Grandfather Teachings. 

We cultivate a profound connection to our high-
est potential through Wisdom, Love, Respect,
Bravery, Honesty, Humility, and Truth. When we
strive for desires that uplift others and us, we initiate
a transformation where limiting beliefs and false-
hoods fall away, making room for true empowerment
to take root. 

To foster this transformation, we must self-
reflect and challenge the assumptions that no longer
serve our growth. Real empowerment is a journey we
embark on with intention, a commitment to unveiling
the more profound truths within ourselves. As we
embrace this path, we learn that the perceived barri-
ers to our empowerment are constructs of our mind

— they can be broken down through a heartfelt
desire to grow and evolve.  

I graduated from the Naadamaadiwin Tribal
cohort a special education program that emphasized
on our own Native Anishinaabe children and our
issues as Anishinaabe. I taught and understood vari-
ous childhood traumas that come out later in life
when people least expect it, and we have to deal with
it professionally in adulthood.

The journey toward embracing Debwewin
unfolds as we honor our true desires. When we align
these desires with the vision of our most authentic
selves, we dismantle the false narratives that may
surround us. This practice is continual, a sacred com-
mitment to elevating our spirits and living under our
true nature. Together, may we walk this path of truth
with courage and intention, supporting one another in
becoming our fullest selves and sharing the wisdom
of our Anishinaabe way of life for generations to
come.

Miigwech, White Earth Nation, for your contin-
ued resilience and dedication to the path of truth. Let
us move forward together with the strength of the
Migizi, guided by the wisdom of our ancestors and
the teachings of our sacred traditions.

May we honor Eagle Moon by embodying its
strength, vision, and endurance. As we walk the Red
Road of Minobimaadiziwin, let us remember that
empowerment comes through truth, connection, and
the courage to be our most authentic selves.

Gaawaabaabiganikaag Ishkoning—White Earth
Nation, I offer my prayers every day for well-being
and safety.  May we continue to stand together, guid-
ed by our shared values and the teachings of the
Seven Grandfathers.

Baamaapii wiingezin.
Miigwech bizindawiyeg. 
Gigawaabamininim naagaj. 
Take it easy.
Thank you for listening to me. 
See you all later.

Chairman Michael Fairbanks
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News From Secretary-Treasurer Michael J. LaRoque

Valleyview Commons
Valleyview Commons in Mahnomen has 

immediate openings for 1 bedroom units for 
persons 62 and older or with a verified disability.
Rent is based on 30% of your adjusted monthly
income calculated per HUD guidelines up to a

contract rent of $615 and includes water, sewer
and garbage. 

Tenant is responsible for electric and heat. 
For more information contact DW Jones Management.

218-547-3307 or apply at www.dwjonesmanagement.com

Aanin Boozhoo 
Greeting White Earth Members, I have the honor

of serving as the Secretary/Treasurer position for the
White Earth Tribal Council and this is my 1st Quarter
report ending Dec. 31, 2024. Our fiscal year runs
from Oct. 1, 2024, to Sept. 30, 2025. 

Fiscal Year 2025 Budget
Due to the fiscal year dates, the RBC must have

a general fund budget in place by Sept. 30, 2024.
This budget was approved by the Tribal Council and
adopted by resolution on Sept. 27, 2024. The
approved FY2025 budget is $28,578,630. The
approved budget accounts for revenues in the amount
of $25,44,188 million which consists of State of
Minnesota Tax revenue and Minnesota State Impact
Aid funding, Casino distribution, and a variety of
other revenue sources. 

This expenditure is incurred for departments that
operate for the benefit of the band members and the
White Earth Nation, rather than for the purpose of
making a profit. These departments include but are
not limited to Education, Public Safety, general gov-
ernment, Human Services, Public Works, Economic
Development, and Culture. This allows for a budget
deficit of $3,134,442 which will be funded by distri-
butions from the Shooting Star Casino. This deficit
includes all capital expenses. 

Fiscal Year 2024 Final Budget 
FY2024 the approved budget was $22.46 mil-

lion with capital expenses included. FY2024 budget
actuals were $18.13 million, with a $4.33 million
under budget. 

General Fund 
This first quarter FY25 budget for governmental

activities ending Dec. 31, 2024, is at $28.5 million
with expenses at $3.8 million with a balance of $24.7
million. Land purchases total $6,348,836.52. Capital
purchases total $147,089.18. 

Gaming
Consolidated revenue for Mahnomen, Bagley,

and all other gaming revenue for the 1st Fiscal
Quarter of FY2025, ending Dec. 31. 2024, was $28.7
million. The consolidated expenses for the Quarter
were $25.4 million. Consolidated net income for the
quarter was $3.3 million; Mahnomen is $2.7 million,
and Bagley is $637,000.

The budget throughout the 1st Fiscal Quarter
was $29.4 million of revenue and $27.1 million in
expenses for a budgeted net income of $2.3 million
for the first quarter of FY2025. YTD Revenue was
$0.7 million higher than the budget while expenses
were $1.7 million lower than budget resulting in net
income being $1 million higher than budget.

The Bagley Casino for the first quarter ending
Dec. 31, 2024, earned $2.9 million in revenue with
expenditures of $2.3 million. Bagley Casino has a net
income for the quarter of $637,000.

Shooting Star Casino cash on hand on Dec. 31,
2024, was $77.2 million. The cash on hand at the
close of the last fiscal year, Sept. 30, 2024, was $75.2
million. After Shooting Star Casino capital improve-
ment spending and distributions to the White Earth
RBC, cash has increased by $2 million during the
first quarters of the fiscal 2025. 

The unaudited preliminary numbers are subject
to change as the numbers are finalized.

ARPA Fund (Local Assistance and Tribal
Consistency Fund)

This quarter FY2025 ARPA funds a cash balance
of $7.57 million with $3.80 million in expenses with
revenues balance of $11.24 million.

Other Grant Funds
In this quarter of FY2025, we recorded $82 mil-

lion in other grant funding while recording $15.96
million in expenditures. The other grant funds consist
of grants from the federal, state, and local funding
agencies. The funds are meant for a specific program,
service, or activity and must be budgeted as such.

Behavioral Health
In this quarter of FY2025, we accounted for

$8.79 million in revenue while recording $7.18 mil-
lion in expenditure. This leaves us with $1.61 mil-
lion. The ending cash balance in Behavioral Health
funds is $51.3 million, in addition, there is an invest-
ment account of $15 million. 

Youth and Elder Funds 
In this quarter of FY25, we have $384,726 in

revenue while recording $16,964 in expenditure.
This leaves us with a cash balance of $367,762. 

Travel Update
Midwest Alliance of Sovereign Tribes fall meet-

ing at Green Bay, Wis.; October MCT/TEC Quarterly
meeting at Walker, Minn.; Annual National Congress
of American Indians conference in Las Vegas; Tribal
Interior Budget Council meeting in Washington,
D.C.; Special MCT/TEC meeting at Hinkley, Minn.;
White Earth State Forest meeting with MNDNR in
Hinkley; Midwest Region Budget Formulation meet-
ing at Bloomington, Minn.; Grand Council meeting
in Hinkley.

Local Meetings Attended
I attend the monthly Gaming Commission meet-

ings, monthly Council of Elders meetings; monthly
White Earth Enterprise Board meetings, and monthly
Waabigwan Mashkiki Board meetings.  I also attend
the Minnesota Governor’s update meetings every
Thursday of the month.  I attended monthly consulta-
tion meetings with Minnesota Commissioners per
Minnesota Statute 10.65 requiring State agencies to
consult with Tribal Governments.

There is a long-standing history of attacks on
Tribal Sovereignty.  Releasing Tribal data on a social
media platform goes to the public. White Earth
Nation provides an opportunity for members to sub-
mit written requests for information, which they can
view, so long as it does not violate any privacy laws.
These protections are in place to ensure that Tribal
data is protected from the public. 

I would also like to say that I have been holding
all government divisions in line to stay within their
approved budgets or come in under these approved
budgets. The last two years we have been under bud-
get with no budget amendments.  

In need of septic pumping
If you need your sewer system pumped call the White 
Earth Water and Sewer Department at 218-935-6276.

Tribal Enrolled Elder (55 years of age or older) - $25
Tribal Enrolled Member (54 years or younger) - $80
White Earth Business - $115
Non-enrollee (any age) - $185
Businesses - $225

(You must reside on the White Earth Reservation)

See LaRoque Page 25

v Non-enrolled must follow state regulations
v Enrolled members must follow 

tribal regulations

Pete Busse - (218) 214-3870
Sherry Halberg - (218) 261-1198
Mary Beaulieu - (218) 358-0453

22nd Annual “Jake Busse” Fishing Derby
on Roy Lake

You can reach the Anishinaabeg Today at 218-935-3569
or email today@whiteearth-nsn.gov



Rez Briefs
RBC offices closed for holiday

White Earth RBC offices will be closed Feb. 17 for Presidents
Day and will reopen on Feb. 18 at 8 a.m.  Modified services will
still be available.

Waubun School Forest Information
The Waubun School Forest Ski Hut will be open daylight hours

on weekends and school holidays as long as there is snow on the
trails. There are cross country skis, snowshoes and sleds for you to
use. There is no charge. Come Sunday afternoons for help getting
started. Located at 2541 State Hwy 113. Call 218-473-2575 for
more information.  See our facebook page - Waubun School Forest
Information for updates.

Notice to all tribal land lessee(s)
The White Earth Land Office is conducting in-depth file

reviews and periodic inspections on all sites, assignments, leases
and contracts as it relates to compliance on all tribal land.  All those
occupying or residing on tribal land must update their information
in-person or by completing and submitting an Address Update
form.  If you are residing on or occupying tribal land and do not
have a current lease, assignment, and/or contract you must contact
our office immediately to avoid further action.  Please contact the
Land Office at 218-983-4650 if you need additional information or
have questions.  Miiqwech!

AA meeting times and locations
Thursday night - Shooting Star AA meeting, Mahnomen - 7

p.m. (The room will be listed on the event center teleprompter.) 
Friday night - Rising Sun AA meeting, Circles of Faith

Church, Waubun - 7 p.m., also the last Friday of the month.
Features a potluck at 6 p.m. followed by a speaker meeting.

White Earth Urban Office
White Earth Urban Office is located at 1730 Clifton Place,

Suite 100, in Minneapolis. The phone number is 612-813-1590 and
the office is open Monday to Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Anishinaabeg Today readers
You can reach the AT at today@whiteearth-nsn.gov.
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News From District 2 Rep. Eugene Sommers

Letter of Concern
Boozhoo White Earth RBC
In review of the White Earth RBC historical doc-

uments, I have identified a concern that I would like
to bring to your attention. Between 1970-1975 Tribal
leaders had raised concerns regarding enrollments.
Those that were enrolled that were less than ¼ blood
quantum, would then have a right to vote.

In 1963, there was true membership. I want to
review the numbers of membership and the impacts
of the decision. Specifically impacts on voting.

I would like to review the numbers of voters that
were less than ¼ to see if they have actual influence
on the outcomes of our elections. This information is
important to know as we continue to fight for our
Sovereignty and inherent right to self-govern. The
goal would be to address the discrepancies in the cor-
rections that are made for blood quantum and put in
quality assurance to protect the process.

The land office is still working on compliance
issues. I noticed an increase in lease transfers when
fraud was discovered on South Twin Lake. This sug-
gests the possibility of more fraud. Also Chairman
Doyle Turner dealt with similar issues of land lease
fraud in the early 2000s.

The DMV had multiple issues with fraudulent
Tribal IDs being made. In one case a non-enrolled
person was made a Tribal ID and received $30,000 in
Tribal funds. This individual received Tribal services
for over a decade.

When did enrollment data become confidential
from Tribal Members? It is my understanding that the
enrollment book was open for Tribal Membership to
view at Tribal offices.

This issue originates from the Enrollment
Office, which provides enrollment verifications. This
information is not accessible to the membership, and
there needs to be more checks and balances in place
to ensure the accuracy of the information. These
records serve as the foundation for determining
membership. If the integrity of this information is
compromised, it creates opportunities for fraud and
the potential disenfranchisement of our people.

Contacts
Eugene Sommers
Email: Eugene.Sommers@whiteearth-nsn.gov
Office Phone: 218-935-6250
Cell Phone: 218-396-9502
Christopher Vanwert Jr
Email: Christopher.Vanwert@whiteearth-nsn.gov
Cell Phone: 218-850-2533

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)
has funds designated for Tribal government use. The White
Earth Environmental Program, in partnership with White
Earth Solid Waste, intends to apply to the USDA – Rural
Development agency for a SEARCH grant of $30,000, to
be used to conduct a feasibility study for a C&D landfill on
tribal land. 

In accordance with grant guidelines, Ed Snetsinger, of
the White Earth Department of Natural Resources –

Environmental Affairs of the White Earth Reservation
Business Committee, will be receiving comments during a
public meeting to be held at 6 p.m., on Wednesday, Feb. 26,
2025, at the Twin Lakes Fire Hall, located on 245 County
Road 4, Naytahwaush, MN 56566. 

Should you have any questions or comments prior to
the scheduled meeting time, please email Ed Snetsinger at
ed.snetsinger@ whiteearth-nsn.gov.

Community invited to public meeting can comment on 
feasibility study for possible C&D landfill on tribal land
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White Earth tribal offices
closed for the holidays

White Earth RBC offices will be closed on Feb. 17 for
Presidents Day and will reopen on Feb. 18. 

Modified services will still be available.

Aaniin Anishinaabe.  As we move forward into
February, I want to take a moment to update you on
the work happening within our Tribe. We remain
committed to strengthening our Nation and ensuring
a brighter future for all.

Tribal leaders are actively engaging with county,
state and federal agencies, advocating for key priori-
ties such as funding for our youth programs, health-
care services and environmental protections. These
discussions are aimed at fostering collaboration and
addressing key issues affecting the community. 

January 2025 Updates
Events/Meetings
1-3 White Earth submitted a grant application

for the development of a community building in
Elbow Lake, with potential funding of up to
$500,000. If selected, we expect to receive notifica-
tion in April. The grant announcement came with a
short turnaround time, requiring swift action. We
quickly convened a meeting with our construction
team and Boys and Girls Club representatives to
assess community needs and ensure the project
aligns with our vision for supporting youth and fam-
ilies in the area.

Tribal leaders recently met with the Minnesota
Board of Water & Soil Resources to discuss proposed
changes to the Wetland Conservation Act (WCA)
Rule. The conversation covered a range of critical
topics, including tiling practices, watershed district
management, and the importance of increased tribal
involvement in environmental decision-making.
Additionally, leaders highlighted wetland conserva-
tion efforts and environmental concerns unique to
White Earth Nation, emphasizing the need for poli-
cies that protect and sustain our natural resources for
future generations.

1-6 Attended a meeting at Waubun High School
with the Chair of the School Board Nick McArthur
and Superintendent Jordan Spaeth to discuss strate-
gies for addressing student attendance and truancy. 

1-14 A meeting was held with Tribal leaders,
staff and a consultant to discuss the Indian Health
Service (IHS) 638 process which would allow the
Tribe to assume greater control over health care ser-
vices. This discussion focused on the steps necessary
for the Tribe to take over key duties, ensuring
improved access, culturally responsive care and self-
determination in healthcare management for our
community. 

I joined the Circle of Life Academy School
Board meeting virtually to engage in discussions on
educational priorities and initiatives that support our
youth. These meetings provide an important opportu-
nity to collaborate with school leadership, address
community concerns and work toward strengthening
educational opportunities for our students.

1-14 The Minnesota Legislative Session is well
underway, and we have been actively collaborating
with our lobbyist to advance key priorities for our
communities. Tribal leaders are scheduled to travel to
the capitol in early February to engage with legisla-
tors and advocate for vital initiatives. 

1-17 White Earth DNR staff, along with Tribal
leaders, recently met with Shawnee Chief Ben from
Oklahoma and Professor Steve from Iowa to engage
in a productive discussion on natural resource man-
agement and other shared concerns affecting our
reservations. This meeting was a valuable opportuni-
ty to collaborate on strategies and solutions that sup-
port the well-being and sustainability of our lands
and communities. White Earth DNR staff had the

opportunity to take our guests out on the ice for a
fishing experience. This provided an opportunity to
share our traditions and showcase the natural beauty
of White Earth’s lakes during the winter season.

Attended a meeting with Behavioral Health
staff: discussion included expanding medicated treat-
ment services and integrating additional support ser-
vices in Pine Point. Currently, clients must travel to
White Earth for these essential services, creating bar-
riers to access. We are actively collaborating with
staff to develop a plan that brings these critical
resources directly to Pine Point, ensuring that indi-
viduals receive the care they need within their own
community.

1-24 A White Earth RBC Special Meeting was
held to review and approve grant signatory requests,
ensuring the necessary authorization for funding
applications that support programs and initiatives.

1-27 I attended the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe
Subcommittee meetings and Tribal Executive meet-
ing at Black Bear Casino Event Center. During the
TEC meeting, we received quarterly reports from the
Bureau of Indian Affairs and updates on ongoing
Constitutional reform efforts. Additional discussions
included a presentation on the Mesabi Metallics pro-
ject, a review of the Minneapolis urban building, and
considerations for amending the enrollment ordi-
nance. These discussions are vital in shaping policies
that impact our tribal communities and governance.

The Tribal Executive Committee approved the
proposed changes to the MCT Enrollment Ordinance
to align with the MCT Constitution, allowing for the
recognition of all Minnesota Chippewa Indian Blood.
The next step is to bring this matter back to White
Earth, where each MCT reservation will have the
autonomy to decide whether to implement the
changes.

To ensure community engagement and input,
White Earth Constitutional Reform Delegates will be
organizing meetings in each community to provide
information, answer questions and facilitate discus-
sions on this important issue.

1-29 Tribal leaders held a call with
Commissioner Olson of the Minnesota Office of
Education to discuss concerns regarding education
and Tribal College funding. The conversation also
addressed the potential impacts of executive orders
and how they may affect tribes moving forward.
Leaders emphasized the importance of sustained sup-
port for tribal education and the need for policies that
uphold tribal sovereignty and educational access.

News From District 3 Rep. Laura Lee Erickson

See Erickson Page 25
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White Earth Council of Elders

By Tim Rindahl, Chairman 
White Earth Nation Council of Elders

Boozhoo my Relatives, 
January has been a very cold month. I put my tobacco out

every night and prayed that everyone is safe and warm includ-
ing both wild and domestic animals - it’s been just too cold.

Thankfully we live in a Tribal nation where our Tribal
leaders take good care of us and sometimes we forget all that
the Tribe does for us. So many programs offer help with heat-
ing, plumbing, ramps, driveway plowing, helping us if we get
behind on bills, if we break down and need a ride, plus all the
extras like the a Christmas party, gift cards, Elder coupons
from the casino, summer picnic, and the list goes on. So a Big
Thank You to our Tribal Council for all they do.

We had a bus go to the TEC meeting on Jan. 27 at the
Black Bear Casino and looking forward to the next meeting.
Remember, if you would like to get out and attend one of
these meetings be sure to reach out to Colleen at the number
below to get on the bus list.

I attended the Tribal Transit Listening Session on Jan. 16
at the Shooting Star to voice our concern about transit and the
Elders to see if there is a way that we can ride the bus for free
or a cheaper price and to have more pickup times.

We are hosting a Valentines Day Bingo at the ENP sites
on Feb. 14. Right after lunch there will be some great prizes
- mostly stuff that you can use around the house like cleaning
supplies, coffee, etc. We will also crown a King and Queen.

The Men’s Night Out was held Wednesday, Feb. 5 at the
Shooting Star in Mahnomen. The guest speaker was Dr.
Micheal Bishop and he talked about health as we age, and dia-
betes. There were door prizes plus everyone got a swag bag
filled with some pretty cool stuff just for attending.  I hope
everyone got a chance to visit and learn something new.

I would also like to remind Elders that the college has an
Elder waiver to attend a class of your choice. They have a lot
to offer to include beading, language, and sewing. It’s never
too late to learn and there is a lot to choose from.

We would like to hear from you about your concerns and
all the good stuff that takes place in your village and what you
would like to see happen, then we can start to build a calendar
of events and start on some spring outings.

Miigwech,
Tim Rindahl (Chairman) 218-261-0182
Sam Crowell (Vice Chair) 218-252-9390
Colleen Blattenbauer (Treasurer) 218-204-0134
Missy Fairbanks (Secretary) 218-401-0553

USDA accepting applications to help low-income
individuals and families buy or repair homes

USDA Rural Development is accepting applica-
tions for very low- and low-income individuals and
families seeking to purchase or repair a home in a
rural area.

The Direct Home Loan program offers financing
to qualified very-low and low-income applicants that
are unable to qualify for traditional financing. No
down payment is required, and the interest rate could
be as low as one percent with a subsidy. Applicants
must meet income and credit guidelines and demon-
strate repayment ability. The program is available in
rural communities of generally 35,000 people or less.

The maximum loan amount is $40,000 at a one
percent interest rate, repayable for a 20-year term and
can be used to improve or modernize homes and do

essential repairs. Grants of up to $10,000 are avail-
able to homeowners 62 and older and must be used to
remove health or safety hazards, such as fixing a
leaking roof, installing indoor plumbing, or replacing
a furnace.

USDA Rural Development loans and grants pro-
vide assistance that supports infrastructure improve-
ments; business development; housing; community
services such as schools, public safety and health
care; and high-speed internet access in rural areas. 

For more information contact USDA Rural
Development at USDAHousingMN@usda.gov or
Lydia Gag, SFH Loan Technician, USDA Rual
Development, 809 8th Street SE, Detroit Lakes, MN.
Phone: 218-847-9392 Ext. 3296.

White Earth hosts Tribal Transit Listening Session

Photo by Gary W. Padrta

Jack Smyth, Housing, Banking, and Transportation Outreach Director for Minnesota U.S. Senator Tina
Smith, center, facilitates a Tribal Transit Listening Session on Jan. 16 at the Shooting Star Casino in
Mahnomen.  Senator Smith is exploring ways to support Tribal transit agencies, including by increasing set-
aside funding for Tribes within competitive grant programs. “Reliable and accessible transit systems are a
lifeline for Tribes, connecting people to jobs, clinics, schools, opportunities, and more. That’s why my staff
launched a rural transit listening tour — to hear directly from the communities who know best what’s work-
ing and where improvements are needed,” said Senator Smith. “Tribal voices are essential to this conver-
sation, and I’m grateful to everyone who participated in the listening session hosted by White Earth Nation
to share their insights and experiences. Their input will help shape solutions that meet the unique needs
of Tribal transit systems.”
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Valley View Manor
Valley View Manor in Ada has 1 

bedroom units for rent. 

Rent is based on 30% of your adjusted monthly
income calculated per HUD guidelines up to a

contract rent of $750 and includes: Water, Sewer,
Garbage and Heat.  

For more information contact DW Jones Management.
218-547-3307 or apply at www.dwjonesmanagement.com

A Nurse will be available for blood sugar testing, 
vital signs, weight, cholesterol screenings and ABI 

testing and scheduling. 

WECare Staff will be 
available to help with WECare assessments

Questions?  Call 218-255-2204 or 218-280-6283
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Solar meets hemp on Lower Sioux Reservation
8th Fire Solar team heats up home with thermal pannel

OSAGE, MINN. -- During one of the colder,
iciest and foggiest days on the Lower Sioux
Reservation in southwest Minnesota in mid-January,
a team of four Anishinaabe men from the White
Earth Nation created an ideal green marriage of hemp
and solar. There, 8th Fire Solar brought a solar ther-
mal panel to install on a recently built hempcrete
house – perhaps the perfect housing material of the
future.

According to Danny Dejarlais, the Project
Manager for the  Morton, Minn., - based Lower
Sioux Hemp Program and Housing Project,
“hempcrete is resilient, flame retardant, and energy
efficient. And now with a newly installed solar ther-
mal panel from 8th Fire Solar, it can be pretty toasty,
too. That’s the dream.”

For the past few years, the crew at Lower Sioux
have been putting up hempcrete houses in their com-
munity and are way finders for tribal sustainable
housing. Their latest set of houses includes some tiny
homes, and there’s a lot of interest in hemp mixed
with lime to create the hempcrete product. Dejarlais
says that “after some initial skepticism from tribal
leaders, interest remains high in using the natural
material for a number of reasons:

● “First, the hemphouse can be energy efficient,
at least with a l4-inch wall that can both keep a place
warm and keep a place cool. 

● “Second, the house is for the most part, fire-
proof: Hempcrete doesn’t burn easily and in this day
and age of raging fires, that’s a bonus. 

● “Third, the house can be grown and built in a
year. Think of it this way, it takes 40 years for a tree
to get big enough to harvest for timber framing, but
it takes100 days or so, for the fiber hemp to grow into
something usable.

● “Fourth, hemp sequesters carbon at the high-
est rate of any field crop, while concrete produces it.
That means in a time when climate chaos is upon us,
one of the main things we want to do is cut the
amount of carbon we spew into the environment.
Think of it this way, if concrete were a country, it
would be the third largest source of C02 emissions in
the world!”

Dejarlais says the Lower Sioux folks have been
looking forward to working with the 8th Fire Solar
team “to make this dream happen on our reservation
for a while. Some of the folks from 8th fire came
down last year, and we thought about doing a
hempcrete solar thermal place. I was looking at those
guys when they came in, and it was like looking in a
mirror: those guys from 8th fire remind me of us and
what we’re trying to with naturally-made products
for homes.” 

Led by 8th Fire Solar Program Coordinator,
Gwe Gasco, the four-man team installed two small
base heaters where it was 64 degrees in the house.
“The thermal solar and hempcrete are going to pro-
vide enough warmth the with that new solar in
there,” he says. “Hempcrete has its own thermal
mass; those walls are going to hold that solar heat in.
An electric heater might have to turn on in the middle
of the night when it’s really cold, but that thermal
mass is going to hold.”  

Gasco noted that the project came to fruition
when 8th Fire Solar discovered it had some funding
left from a grant from the CERTS program and  rural
Development Sustasinability Partnerships for some
workforce development installation. “We had already
installed and trained at our location in Pine Point and
had done an install at Battle Lake. But Danny had a
hemphouse, and we checked it out to see if it was
right for our solar thermal panels. It was.”

The visiting team picked the smallest house -- a
simple one bedroom -- and did  a simple installation
of a 5-by-8-foot panel. It was a little different from
our other installs,”  Gasco said. “But those hempcrete
walls were l4- inches thick, which makes for really
good warming conditions. We had to take out some
of the hempcrete for the panel, but we made it work.

“Next time, the best thing would be to provide
the house with a pre-made set up for the solar panel.
Overall though, we were really happy to be part of
this project. For housing projects like this one on the
Lower Sioux – or anywhere else for that matter –
solar thermal and hempcrete are an efficient and cost-
effective use of natural, sustainable products that are
good for everyone and the environment.”

Submitted photo
The two teams who married hempcrete home with solar thermal heating from left are Will Sayers, Jon
Martin, Nick Belrock, Gwekaanimad Gasco, Danny DeJarlais, and Larry Swan. 
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*Licensed in Minnesota and White Earth Tribal Courts

Fergus Falls
218-736-5673

Attention New Homeowners &
Existing Homeowners

If you are in need of a Well & Sewer system for your house/ 
trailer home, you can contact the White Earth Water & Sewer

Department
Requirements to qualify for the grants are:

- White Earth Tribal enrolled member
- Reside on the White Earth Reservation

- Proof of the Land in which you own, Fee land (Land Deed/
Warranty Deed or Tribal Trust Land (Tribal Trust agreement)

- Proof of home ownership 
- Eighteen (18) years of age or older

- Must have electricity, heat source and interior plumbing 
to the home

Contact us at 218-935-6276

The White Earth Service Unit Federal
Employee’s Association (FEA) is beyond grateful for
the generous donations provided to our organization
from local businesses. Because of these contributions
the FEA was able to increase the frequency and level
of FEA events. Their support means so much to the
FEA and we cannot express enough gratitude for
their generosity.

Businesses and organizations who donated to the
FEA this year.

Brygge - Detroit Lakes 
Shooting Star Casino - Mahnomen 
Hub 41 - Detroit Lakes
DLCCC - Detroit Lakes
Benson & Turner - Waubun
The Landing Café - Waubun
Holmes Theater - Detroit Lakes 
Cedar Sense - Waubun
White Earth Enterprises - Waubun
EZ One Stop - Waubun  
Blue Bird Books - Detroit Lakes

Dr. & Mrs. Cumba - Detroit Lakes/White Earth                                       
Norsemans - Detroit Lakes
Roasted - Detroit Lakes
M&W - Ogema
Nicole Kent - White Earth                   
Cory Berry Drywall
Thank you for supporting the WESU FEA!

Thanks to businesses supporting White Earth FEA

You can reach the Anishinaabeg Today at 218-935-3569 
or today@whiteearth-nsn.gov
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White Earth Food Shelf
February 2025 Delivery Schedule

White Earth Tribal and Community
College (WETCC) honors a student each
month who exemplifies academic excel-
lence, resilience, and personal growth.
Students are nominated by fellow students
who recognize the unique and exceptional
qualities of their peers. WETCC’s student
spotlight for the month of January is
Stephanie Turner.

Stephanie began her college journey at
WETCC last fall. She is an outgoing people
person who is not easily intimidated. By
attending classes and participating in cam-
pus events, she developed relationships
with staff and other students quickly.
“WETCC gets you used to attending col-
lege by offering refresher courses for any-
one that has been out of school for years,”
she said. For her, it has been an awesome
learning experience. “I feel like I fit in on
campus.”

Stephanie has faced many obstacles in
her life, the biggest of which has been over-
coming her long-term addiction. She has
been in recovery for over two years.
Sobriety has allowed her to own her own
home, attend college, and to have her chil-
dren and grandchildren in her life. The hap-
piest moments of her life were when each

of them was born.
One of

Stephanie’s proud-
est accomplish-
ments was success-
fully completing
her first semester at
WETCC. She not
only passed all of
her classes, she
earned a 3.77 GPA -
- something that
she never thought
possible. She feels that the secret to her col-
lege success has been regular classroom
attendance and completing all of the home-
work in a timely manner. Her advice, “Set
reasonable goals and work towards them.
You can accomplish things you never
thought possible and overcome battles you
never thought that you could.”

After Stephanie graduates with her AA
degree from WETCC, she plans to transfer
to a four-year college and study to become
a licensed alcohol and drug counselor.
WETCC looks forward to seeing how far
she can go with her passion and drive.

Stephanie, congratulations on your
success!

Stephanie Turner

Stephanie Turner
WE Tribal and Community College Student Spotlight
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White Earth Reservation
Tribal Enrolled Elder Snow Removal Application

White Earth Water & Sewer Department
PO Box 418, White Earth, MN 56591 Phone: 218-983-3202 Fax: 1-888-228-3650

Email: lisa.donovan-larson@whiteearth-nsn.gov or Burnham.tibbettsIII@whiteearth-nsn.gov
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Keeping kids safe on the ice

Submitted photo
White Earth enrollee Athena Alex Swiers, 9, who lives in Callaway
and attends Detroit Lakes School, recently, had the opportunity to
appear on Hutch’s Weather with Hutch Johnson as a Weather Kid
for the month of February. Athena impressed viewers with her con-
fident weather report, where she introduced herself in the Ojibwe
language as “Esiban Ikwe” (Raccoon Woman).
Her parents, Tiffany Swiers and Ricky Smith, couldn’t be prouder of
their daughter. Athena follows in the footsteps of her big brother,
Justuz Swiers, who was also a Weather Kid with Hutch Johnson
two years ago. Athena said she looks forward to seeing her
younger brother, Niswi, take part in Hutches Weather Kids in the
future, continuing the tradition of being a familiar face on the show.
Athena’s participation in Hutches Weather not only highlights her
talent but also serves as an inspiration to other young members of
the community.

Photo by Margaret Jirava

Ogema VFW Post 9880 and Auxiliary along with the White Earth
Natural Resources Department - Jason Clark, Ashley Zurn and
Amy Moore recently presented an Ice Safety program at  Ogema
Elementary School. Two groups of third graders (56 students)
attended with teacher Lisa Fabre. The group left 100 Ice Safety
coloring books and information with the school to hand out to the
other grades.

Swiers shines as a Weather Kid

Gordon Construction golf tournament raises
money for Mahnomen County Agricultural Society

Gordon Construction’s fifth annual charity golf
tournament, held on Sept. 6 at the Mahnomen
Country Club raised $27,891 for the Mahnomen
County Agriculture Society.

The Mahnomen County Agricultural Society is a
non-profit organization dedicated to preserving and
promoting Minnesota Agriculture and Heritage, sup-
porting and encouraging youth in their development,
and encouraging community involvement in
Mahnomen County. 

The main project of the Mahnomen County
Agricultural Society is to plan, promote, fund, and
produce the annual Mahnomen County Fair.  We also
maintain and make improvements to the building and
fairgrounds, providing an area for the community to
gather.  

The Mahnomen County Fair provides a variety
of family-friendly entertainment and attractions, 4-H
and open class judging, as well as exhibits and edu-
cation for all ages and interests.  With this donation
we will continue to add more to our fair program!  

We would like to thank all who participated in
this event and contributed to our local community.
We strive to provide family-friendly events at the fair
and are open to new ideas and new volunteers are
always welcome.  If you want to be involved in this
year’s fair planning, please reach out to an Ag
Society member.

Submitted photo

From left are Gordon Construction owner Matt
Gordon, Gordon Construction founder Butch
Gordon, Joe Swiers, and John Seeger.

New Ice Cracking Lake access available

This last summer White Earth Natural Resources constructed a new water access on Ice Cracking Lake.
It is on the same road as the Fisheries and is ½ mile past the entrance to the office.  There is a concrete
boat ramp with plenty of parking and will be maintained in the winter. Here is a list of lakes that will be kept
open this winter by Natural Resources: Roy Lake, North Twin (BAB), South Twin, Bass Lake
(Naytahwaush), Snider Lake, Little Elbow, Net Lake, Bass Lake (White Earth), Many Point, Round Lake,
Ice Cracking Lake, Big Rush Lake, and Little Bemidji.

Submitted map
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Representing WE in football game

Honored for community service

Submitted photo
The Waubun Senior Nutrition Board recently presented an award
to employees of Midwest Bank in Waubun in appreciation of their
many hours during their lunch break delivering meals and provid-
ing socialization to those in need.  Their kindness and generosity
is truly inspiring and we are proud to have such kind and compas-
sionate people representing our hometown bank and our commu-
nity. We also wish to commend our other volunteers, some having
donated hundreds of hours over the past years. Pictured are Jacki
Clark, President of the Waubun Midwest Bank and Mark Vail,
owner/operator of Cedar Sense in Waubun.

Photo by Studio 63
Waubun High School senior Easton Bevins recently competed in
the Native American Athletic Foundation All-Star Football Game in
Frisco, Texas. Easton, a running back on the Mahnomen-Waubun
Thunderbirds football team, spent a week proudly representing
White Earth Nation and Thunderbirds football. Easton was one of
60 student athletes from 36 tribes across the United States. He
participated in skills clinics, pro practices, team meetings, motiva-
tional and wellness lectures, and scholarship and financial work-
shops. Easton wore #21 for team Wa-Ya in the game. 

CWD program thanks local hunters for support
White Earth Natural Resources held a CWD

Drawing on Jan. 15 at the Shooting Star Casino
Event Center in Mahnomen. All hunters that submit-
ted deer heads for sampling in 2024 were invited to
attend the live drawing.  

Natural Resources are continuing efforts to col-
lect deer heads harvested within the boundaries of the
reservation to test for the presence of Chronic
Wasting Disease (CWD).  Hunters, both tribal and
non-tribal members were encouraged to drop deer
heads off for testing.  

Hunters were required to show proof of enroll-
ment if applicable, share the date of harvest and most
importantly the most accurate location of where the
deer was harvested.  

Each hunter was entered equally (one chance per
hunter) for the three large prizes - an enclosed deer
stand, a two-person ladder stand and, a Yeti cooler.

There were also two $500 gift cards - one for tribal
members and one for non-tribal members.  The gift
cards were drawn by the total number of deer heads
each individual dropped off, so if you dropped five
heads off, your name is was in five times.  

Currently there have been no CWD positive
tests, we are still awaiting results from 17 heads sub-
mitted the first week of January.  In total for 2024, 98
deer heads were submitted, so many thanks to all of
the hunters that dropped off heads, this surveillance
program can only be done by the support of local
hunters.

Vernon “Mike” Bray is the winner of the top
prize in the CWD drawing.  Anna Bjerk won the two-
person ladder stand and Harry Stevens won the Yeti
cooler.  John Simon won the $500 gift card for non-
tribal member drawing and Jason Clark won the $500
gift card for tribal members.

Vernon “Mike”
Bray was the 
winner of an
enclosed deer
stand during the
White Earth
Natural Resources
CWD Drawing
held Jan. 15 at
the Shooting Star
Casino in
Mahnomen.  

Submitted photo

White Earth Nation cannabis dispensary appears on
track to open doors at former business in Moorhead
By Helmut Schmidt
The Forum 

MOORHEAD - Construction on Minnesota’s
first off-reservation adult-use cannabis dispensary is
well underway in Moorhead and if all continues to go
smoothly, the White Earth Nation could open it
sometime in March, the head of the tribe’s cannabis
operations told The Forum.

Zach Wilson, CEO of Waabigwan Mashkiki
LLC, said compacts between the White Earth Band
of the Minnesota Chippewa and the state should be
completed in the next couple weeks.

The dispensary will be in the former JL Beers
building at 2902 U.S. Highway 10.

“Things are going along quickly. Construction
and all that is underway and we’re making a lot of
headway there (in Moorhead),” Wilson said Friday,
Jan. 24.

The dispensary will sell cannabis flower (smok-
able buds plucked from a flowering marijuana plant)
and pre-rolled cannabis cigarettes, he said.

The tribe is also installing extraction equipment
in the facility to take cannabis biomass and turn it
into CBD oils, tinctures and other desired cannabis
compounds.

Some of those compounds are used to make
cannabis gummies (under the brand name Souree),

See Construction Page 28

Photo by Anna Paige / The Forum

The former JL Beers bar and grill building is being
turned into an off-reservation dispensary for the
White Earth Nation’s cannabis products company
Waabigwan Mashkiki.
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Obituaries

Evelyn Cheryl (Auginaush) Thompson Barbara “Bobbi” Ann LaFriniere
Barbara “Bobbi” Ann LaFriniere, 76, of Bagley, Minn., made her journey to heaven

on Jan. 3, at her home in Bagley, surrounded by her loving family under the care of hos-
pice.

Bobbi was born on Feb. 12, 1948, at the Cass Lake Indian Hospital in Cass Lake,
Minn., to Stanley and Hazel (Hill) Goodwin.  She was raised in the Ebro/Rice Lake area

and attended school in Naytahwaush, Ebro and Bagley. She then
married John Lafriniere, but they later divorced. Bobbi obtained
her GED and then went on to receive her EMT certificate. Bobbi
was baptized by Pastor Clarence Watkins, one of her most signifi-
cant moments of her life. She was a very compassionate person,
and later fostered children.

Bobbi loved to read, especially the Farmer’s Independent. She
was a huge Twins fan and kept handwritten stats of every single
game. She was a flower and bird lover. She particularly was fond
of her cat, Taz. She also loved gardening and berry picking when
she was able. Bobbi was ahead of her time and loved to play games
on the Super Nintendo and iPad. She also enjoyed playing bingo,

slots, and poker and Skipbo with her family. More than anything else, she cherished spend-
ing time with her family and friends. She was everyone’s favorite aunt, the best grandma,
and she was fiercely protective of her loved ones. Bobbi had some boisterous opinions and
was never afraid to speak her mind. She was overjoyed that she got her final wish to come
home again before she passed. She will be tremendously missed. 

Bobbi is survived by her children: Lynette (Mike) Thompson of Bagley, Jody
LaFriniere of Bagley, Tanya Vold of Bemidji, Minn., Scott LaFriniere of Bagley, adopted
daughter, Lisa Brunner; and her cat, Taz; grandchildren: Brandon, Shauna, Amanda
(Blaise), Seth, Mike Jr. (Krista), Luke (Kelsey), Ashley (Nate), Katy (Tylor), Cody,
Dreyton (Kennedy), Skyler, Gavin (Gracie), Hope, Harper, and Dalton (Brianna); honorary
grandkids: Isaiah Gray, Dustin Johnson, and RJ Auginaush; 26 great grandchildren; two
great-great grandchildren with one on the way; siblings: Yvonne Goodwin of Bagley,
Cheryl Erickson of Clearbrook, Minn., Delton Goodwin of Bagley, Leonard (Valerie)
Goodwin of Bagley, and Cindy Camp of Bagley; special niece, Trina Stenseng; special
nephew, Tony Goodwin; and many other loved family. 

She was preceded in death by her parents, Stanley and Hazel Goodwin; sons, Bruce
LaFriniere and Jeffrey LaFriniere; daughter, Angel; grandson, Jonathan LaFriniere; sisters,
Shelby Danks and Joyce Johannessohn; and brothers: Robert Goodwin, Randy Goodwin,
and Sonny Goodwin.

A wake and prayer service was held Jan. 9 at the Cease Family Funeral Home in
Bagley. Services were held Jan. 10 at Grace Chapel 10 miles south of Bagley.

Interment:  Pine Bend Cemetery in Lengby. 
Arrangements: Cease Family Funeral Home of Bagley.
Online: www.ceasefuneralhome.com

Carolyn Sue Williams
Carolyn Sue Williams was born Aug. 31, 1953, in White Earth to the late William

John and Martha Heisler. She passed away on Jan. 1, holding her daughter Martha’s
hand, under the care of Hospice.

Carolyn was raised in the Ogema area and graduated from Waubun High School and
attended DL Vocational Tech in Detroit Lakes, Minn. She married
the late Paul “Poncho” Williams on Dec. 27, 1975.  They lived in
Bemidji, Minn., for a few years and then moved back to the White
Earth area where they raised their two daughters. Carolyn and
Poncho fostered many children throughout the years and provid-
ed a house that many people called home.

Carolyn worked for the White Earth Tribe for over 35 years
as a Head Start teacher, ECFE teacher, and later became the
Education Coordinator. One of her favorite sayings would be,
“Oh I taught them in Head Start, they were the cutest!”

Carolyn enjoyed playing cards, beading, baking, playing dice
and visiting with family and friends. If you came to visit her, you

could easily find her at the table listening to music, either beading or playing dice. She
loved her dogs and would often be caught given them way too many treats.

She was a devoted wife, mother, sister, aunt and friend. Her love for children and
teaching them songs will forever be a memory that many people will cherish. If you lis-
ten closely enough, you could her sing, “She ripped and she roared and she sh** on the
floor.”

Carolyn is survived by her daughters, Martha Williams and Julie Williams; step-
daughters: Karen (Terry), Angie (Dennis) and Jennifer; grandsons: I’zayah Williams,
LeRoy Williams, Gerome Williams, Tommy (Alyssa) Bouressa, Andy (Haley) Bouressa,
Brendan Fouss, and Rashad Haq; granddaughters: Raven Fouss and Nevaeh Williams; as
well as four great-grandchildren; and siblings: Patricia Anderson, Bonnie Badboy, Julie
Steichen, Wilbur Heisler, Sandra Mertens and Willie Heisler.

She is preceded in death by her husband; parents; and sister, Mary Dorman.
Funeral services were held Jan. 9 at St. Benedict Catholic Church in White Earth. 
Interment: Will take place in the spring at Calvary Cemetery.
Arrangements: David-Donehower Funeral Home of Detroit Lakes.  
Online: www.daviddonehower.com

Evelyn Cheryl (Auginaush) Thompson, 71, of Rice Lake, died on Jan. 3, at Sanford
Medical Center in Fargo, N.D.

Evelyn was born on Oct. 27, 1953, to Joseph and Gertie (Summers) Auginaush in
White Earth. She married Peter Thompson Jr. at St. Philip’s Episcopal Church in Rice Lake
on July 10, 1973. She obtained her GED and continued her education at Northwest Tech
at Culinary School where she excelled and took pride in decorating cakes. Evelyn was later

trained and became a Black Jack dealer for many years. 
Once she became a grandmother, she retired and became a

homemaker. She was a member of the St. Philip’s Ojibwe Hymnal
Singers. Evelyn was a caring and loving person. She was an avid
pow wow dancer. She loved her family, especially her grandbabies,
with all her heart.

Evelyn is survived by her children: Cheryl Thompson, Carol
Thompson, and Patrick Thompson; grandchildren: Tyler Troxell,
Quentin Troxell, Micheal Troxell, Courtney Troxell, Robert
Beaulieu III, Linden Beaulieu, Cher Beaulieu, Justine Leslie, Jordy
Neeland, Blake Neeland, Nick Neeland, and Hannah Bellefy; 20
great grandchildren; daughter-in-law, Brenda Neeland; siblings:

William (Darla) Auginaush, Donald Auginaush, Raymond (Karen) Auginaush, and
Melody Auginaush; brother-in-law, Jack (Laura) Thompson; and many other loved family
and friends.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Peter Thompson Jr.; sons, Peter Thompson
III and Henry Neeland; parents, Joseph and Gertie Auginaush; great grandson, LJ
Beaulieu; two angel great grandbabies; sons-in-law, Mike Troxell and Rob Beaulieu Jr.;
sister, Irene Auginaush; and many other loved ones.

A dinner for family and friends was held on Jan. 7 at Carol’s home in Mahnomen in
celebration of Evelyn’s life. A church service will be held in the coming weeks at St.
Philip’s Episcopal Church in Rice Lake. 

Interment: Graveside services will be held later in the spring at Samuel Memorial
Episcopal Cemetery in Naytahwaush. 

Arrangements: Cease Family Funeral Home of Bagley, Minn.
Online: www.ceasefuneralhome.com

Roberta (Bobbi) LaVonne Fairbanks
Bobbi Fairbanks, 74, passed away Jan. 4, in Hugo, Minn. Bobbi was born Aug. 13,

1950, in White Earth to Philomene Dvorak. Bobbi was united in marriage to Virgil (Cob)
Fairbanks on April 8, 1978, in Minneapolis. She retired from Minnegasco where she
worked in dispatch for many years.

Bobbi cherished the simpler things in life and took great pleasure in the basics. She
found great fulfillment in everyday experiences and opted out of unnecessary extrava-

gances. Thrifting and garage saling were her favorite sports. She
couldn’t pass up a good deal and bought anything on sale whether
she needed it or not. She returned from a garage sale once raving
about her great finds, ‘Look at this hamster cage!’ Hysterical, no
one owned a hamster. She was a coffee enthusiast and enjoyed her
cup of dark roast Joe no matter what time of day. A creature of
habit, she wrapped up her days with her favorite late-night snacks
and a good show. Bobbi created unforgettable memories with all
who knew her and will be remembered with unwavering love.

She is survived by her children: Donald Fairbanks (Lori) of
Rice Lake; Thomas Fairbanks; Rachel Fairbanks of Bemidji,
Minn., and Brandon Fairbanks of Bemidji; sisters: Joyce (Darrell)

Goodwin of Pine Bend, Minn.; Robin Ankeny of Pine Bend; Ramona Melina of Ebro; as
well as many grandchildren and great grandchildren. 

She was preceded in death by her husband, Virgil (Cob) Fairbanks (2009); mother.
Philomene Dvorak; sisters, Rita Marchaud and Beverly Hicks; and brother, Tony Dvorak. 

A viewing was held Jan. 13 at Cease Funeral Home in Bagley, Minn.
Arrangements: Cease Funeral Home.
Online: www.ceasefuneralhome.com
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Obituaries

Travis Neil Weaver
Travis Weaver, 41, of Naytahwaush, died Jan. 25 at the Mahnomen Health Center, after

losing his battle with addiction. 
Travis Neil Weaver, the son of Veronica Weaver and Joseph Thomas was born on Sept.

5, 1983 in Detroit Lakes, Minn.  He grew up in the Naytahwaush area and graduated from
Mahnomen High School with the Class of 2003.  

Following graduation, Travis began working at the Shooting
Star Casino in Mahnomen.  He also worked laying fiber optic cable,
in security, and a variety of other jobs. Most recently and the job he
enjoyed the most was working as a PCA.  Travis was a natural care-
giver and he was committed not only to family but to his friends and
community as well.  He was good-hearted and always willing to
help people in need and to make them laugh.  Travis was a social
person with a great sense of humor.  His family was very important
and as a stay-at-home dad, Travis loved spending time with his girls.
He also had a special bond with his grandma Shirley and nephews,
Colson and Zaiden.

Travis enjoyed ricing, playing chess, darts, bean bags, Texas
Hold ‘em and was a Minnesota Vikings fan.  Growing up, he was quite athletic and partici-
pated in basketball, football, softball and boxing.  Travis always remained a “fighter,” doing
tough man competitions and amateur boxing. 

Travis is survived by his mom, Veronica Weaver; dad, Joe Thomas; daughters: DeNae,
Gracianna, Karmila, and Ariella; sisters: Nicole LaFrinier, Adrianna Morris, Josette Staples
and Vanessa Villebrun; brothers: Lyman Weaver, Grant LaFrinier, Terry Burnette Jr., Joe
Roberts and Kristopher DeFoe; many aunts, uncles, nieces and nephews in addition to father
figures, Terry Burnette Sr. and Dan LaFrinier.

He was preceded in death by his grandparents: Shirley and Lyman Weaver and Hildred
and Olaf Thomas; many aunts and uncles; and special friends of the family, Linda Littlewolf
and Tony Keezer. 

Visitation with a wake service was held Jan. 29 at the Naytahwaush Sports Complex
with Traditional Funeral Services following on Jan. 30, also at the Sports Complex. 

Interment: Naawa’kamig Family Cemetery.
Arrangements: Anderson Family Funeral Home of Mahnomen. 
Online: www.andersonfamilyfh.com

Ronald Claire Peterson
Ronald Claire Peterson peacefully passed on Jan. 24. Our Lord and Savior welcomed

him as he was surrounded by his loving family, ending his short yet brave battle against
Lymphoma. Born on March 7, 1941, in Wadena, Minn., the eldest son of Donald and
Luzetta (Martin) Peterson. 

In 1961, Ron married Mary Ellen Klose at Sacred Heart Church in Staples, Minn. A
union that celebrated 63 years of love and devotion. Together they
raised seven children: Dureen (Patrick) Donahue, Steven (Pamela)
Peterson, Kim (Joseph) Finn, Joseph (Christie) Peterson, Matthew
(Nancy) Peterson, Kelly (Ryan) Hajek, and Mary Kathryn (Nathan)
Noska. 

Ron’s life was filled with the joy of family, which extended to
19 cherished grandchildren: Danielle, Anna, Samantha, Benjamin,
Noah, Owen, William, Laura, Cathryn, Joseph, Abigail, Cassidi,
Jack, Alexis, Gavin, Chloe, Lyla, Ronnie, and Charlie; seven great-
grandchildren: Lucy, Maggie, Jameson, Vera, Irelyn, Jude, Rylee
Mae, and the eighth great-grandchild expected later this summer. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, Donald and Luzetta;
siblings: Geraldine, Sandra, and Lynn; and is survived by his sister, Karen. 

A respected businessman in Staples, Ron helped establish the local Jaycees chapter,
served as President of the Sacred Heart School Board and was a member of the Knights of
Columbus. Ron was also an Elder of the White Earth Band of Ojibwe and took great pride
in his Native American heritage. 

Ron’s true passion was supporting his children and grandchildren, never missing a
moment to cheer them on in their athletics and school activities. He will be remembered by
his family for his unwavering devotion as a husband, father, grandfather, and great-grand-
father. 

A visitation will be held on Friday, Feb. 7 at Brenny Funeral Home in Staples from 5
to 7 p.m.  A funeral service will be held on Saturday, Feb. 8, at 11 a.m. at Sacred Heart
Church in Staples, under the direction of Brenny Funeral Services

Ronald’s legacy of kindness, love, service and dedicated work ethic will remain forever
in the hearts of those who knew him. 

In lieu of flowers, please make donations to Sacred Heart School.
Interment: Burial services at Evergreen Hill Cemetery will be held at a later date. 
Online: www.wecare@brenny.com

WE TRIBAL COURT
CHILDREN’S COURT 

In the Matter of the Welfare of the Child(ren) of
Curtis Dionne
Summons of Petition and Hearing Notice

Court File No. CP2023-00016

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that on
December 11, 2024, a Petition to Transfer
Permanent Legal and Physical Custody was
filed; and on December 12, 2024, a Long-Term
Foster Care Petition  was filed, both with the
White Earth Tribal Court regarding your chil-
dren, in file CP2023-00016. An Admit-Deny
hearing on the matter is scheduled for March 7,
2025, at 9:30 A.M. You are asked to contact
White Earth Tribal Court Administration locat-
ed at the RTC in White Earth, Minnesota at
218-983-4648. If you fail to appear for this
hearing the Court may find you in default and
enter an order. 
Dated: January 30, 2025
Tammy J. Swanson
Attorney for White Earth Indian Child Welfare

WE TRIBAL COURT
CHILDREN’S COURT 

In the Matter of the Welfare of the Child(ren) of
Deondra Bellanger
Summons of Petition and Hearing Notice

Court File No. CP2023-00023

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that on January
8, 2025, a Petition for Suspension of Parental
Rights was filed with the White Earth Tribal
Court regarding your child in file CP2023-
00023. An Admit-Deny on the matter is sched-
uled for March 31, 2025, at 9:30 A.M. You are
asked to contact White Earth Tribal Court
Administration located at the RTC in White
Earth, Minnesota at 218-983-4648. If you fail
to appear for this hearing the Court may find
you in default and enter an order. 
Dated: January 30, 2025
Tammy J. Swanson
Attorney for White Earth Indian Child Welfare

WE TRIBAL COURT
CHILDREN’S COURT 

In the Matter of the Welfare of the Child(ren) of
Any Man Coming Forward as the Father of
the Child of Summer Myhre
Summons of Petition and Hearing Notice

Court File No. CP2024-00040

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that on
December 18, 2024, a Child in Need of
Protection and/or Services Petition was filed
with the White Earth Tribal Court regarding
your child in file CP2024-00024. A Pretrial on
the matter is scheduled for February 28, 2025,
at 9:30 A.M., and a Trial is scheduled for
March 28, 2025, at 9:00 A.M. You are asked to
contact White Earth Tribal Court
Administration located at the RTC in White
Earth, Minnesota at 218-983-4648. If you fail
to appear for this hearing the Court may find
you in default and enter an order.
Dated: January 31, 2025
Tammy J. Swanson
Attorney for White Earth Indian Child Welfare

WE TRIBAL COURT
CHILDREN’S COURT 

In the Matter of the Welfare of the Child(ren) of
Delilah Sommers
Summons of Petition and Hearing Notice

Court File No. CP2023-00016

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that on
December 11, 2024, a Petition to Transfer
Permanent Legal and Physical Custody was
filed; and on December 12, 2024, a Long-Term
Foster Care Petition  was filed, both with the
White Earth Tribal Court regarding your chil-
dren, in file CP2023-00016. An Admit-Deny
hearing on the matter is scheduled for March 7,
2025, at 9:30 A.M. You are asked to contact
White Earth Tribal Court Administration locat-
ed at the RTC in White Earth, Minnesota at
218-983-4648. If you fail to appear for this
hearing the Court may find you in default and
enter an order. 
Dated: January 30, 2025
Tammy J. Swanson
Attorney for White Earth Indian Child Welfare

WE TRIBAL COURT
CHILDREN’S COURT 

In the Matter of the Welfare of the Child(ren) of
Abdulaziz Ahmed
Summons of Petition and Hearing Notice

Court File No. CP2023-00023

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that on January
8, 2025, a Petition for Suspension of Parental
Rights was filed with the White Earth Tribal
Court regarding your child in file CP2023-
00023. An Admit-Deny on the matter is sched-
uled for March 31, 2025, at 9:30 A.M. You are
asked to contact White Earth Tribal Court
Administration located at the RTC in White
Earth, Minnesota at 218-983-4648. If you fail
to appear for this hearing the Court may find
you in default and enter an order.
Dated: January 30, 2025
Tammy J. Swanson
Attorney for White Earth Indian Child Welfare

WE TRIBAL COURT
CHILDREN’S COURT 

In the Matter of the Welfare of the Child(ren) of
Any Man Coming Forward as the Father of
the child of Deondra Bellanger
Summons of Petition and Hearing Notice

Court File No. CP2023-00023

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that on January
8, 2025, a Petition for Suspension of Parental
Rights was filed with the White Earth Tribal
Court regarding your child in file CP2023-
00023. An Admit-Deny on the matter is sched-
uled for March 31, 2025, at 9:30 A.M. You are
asked to contact White Earth Tribal Court
Administration located at the RTC in White
Earth, Minnesota at 218-983-4648. If you fail
to appear for this hearing the Court may find
you in default and enter an order.
Dated: January 30, 2025
Tammy J. Swanson
Attorney for White Earth Indian Child Welfare
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In 2024, we took 107 surrendered animals to rescue partners and 
we had six pet food giveaways in seven communities. No matter the

size of the donation, it will be doubled on Giving Hearts Day and 
the more funds we raise - the more animals we can help!

You can reach the Anishinaabeg Today at
today@whiteearth-nsn.gov or 218-983-3285 Ext. 5903

Billie Jo Holmer
Billie Jo Holmer, affectionately known as

“Ogichidaakwe,” meaning “Warrior Woman” in
Ojibwe, passed away on Jan. 25 at the Sunnyside
Care Center in Lake Park, Minn. Born on July 26,
1977, to James Fairbanks and Sandra Warren Kier in

Detroit Lakes, Minn., she
spent her life embodying the
strength and resilience of her
nickname, touching the lives
of all who had the privilege to
know her.

Billie’s journey began in
the vibrant community of
Detroit Lakes, with a brief
stint living in Pennsylvania,
but eventually returning to
attend Detroit Lakes High

School in 1995. She dedicated her professional life to
caring for others as a food service provider with
Ecumen of Detroit Lakes in the health care industry,
and she also contributed her talents to the LPA School
District and the Lakeshirts Company. Her commit-
ment to service was evident not only in her career but
also in the warmth she shared with family, friends,
and those in her community.

Beyond her professional accomplishments, Billie
was a loving mother to her three daughters: Allison
[Riley] Olson, Ashley [Collin Wurst] Holmer, and
Kayla Holmer. She took immense joy in being a
grandmother to her 11 grandchildren, cherishing
every moment spent with them. Billie’s love extended
to her sister, Samantha Mortenson of Waubun and her
brothers, Scott and Wesley Warren of Mahnomen,

Preston Kier of Ogema, and Bruce Mortenson of
Waverly, along with her stepfather Bruce Mortenson
of Waubun. Her significant other, James Kohler, and
her stepsons, Michael Hayes and James Kohler Jr.,
formed an integral part of her life, along with many
cherished nieces and nephews.

A woman of many interests, Billie embraced
life’s adventures with enthusiasm. Whether it was
horseback riding, hunting, fishing, or capturing mem-
ories through photography, she found joy in nature
and cherished moments spent surrounded by her
loved ones. Her passions reflected a spirit that was
vibrant and full of life, leaving behind a legacy of
love, laughter, and unforgettable memories.

Billie faced an ongoing battle with recurring
GIST cancer, showing remarkable strength and
courage throughout her journey. Her spirit remained
unbroken, inspiring many with her determination and
grace.

As we say goodbye to Billie Jo Holmer, we cele-
brate a life lived passionately and a heart that loved
deeply. Her legacy of strength, love, and kindness
will continue to inspire all who were privileged to
know her.

Family and friends were invited to honor Billie’s
memory on Jan. 31 at David-Donehower Funeral &
Cremation Service in Detroit Lakes. A second visita-
tion took place on Feb. 1 followed by a funeral ser-
vice at noon. 

Interment: Oak Grove Cemetery in Detroit Lakes.
Arrangements: David-Donehower Funeral Home

of Detroit Lakes
Online: www.daviddonehower.com

Obituary

Bemidji, MN – The Northwest Minnesota
Foundation began accepting applications to its schol-
arship funds on Feb. 1. Last year, scholarships
housed at NMF issued 262 awards, totaling more
than $330,000.

Scholarship awards can range from $500 to
$4,000. Scholarship funds have a variety of focuses,
such as support for students from specific school dis-
tricts, those involved in certain extracurriculars, or
those intending to pursue specific majors.

NMF encourages all high school seniors consid-
ering post-secondary education to take the time to
research scholarship opportunities. The NMF schol-
arship portal makes it easy for students to identify the
specific scholarships for which they are eligible
through an eligibility quiz. Students input their infor-
mation (e.g. high school district, high school
extracurriculars, intended field of study, etc.) and
then see a filtered result list. From there, they can
apply for specific scholarships for which they quali-
fy.

The deadline to apply for most of the scholar-
ships is April 15.

“Applying for a scholarship can provide crucial
financial support, allowing students to focus more on
their studies and less on financial stress.” said Kelly
Martinka, who leads scholarship funds on the NMF
Philanthropy team. “It also offers an opportunity to
enhance one’s academic experience and professional
profile, making future career opportunities more
accessible.”

NMF hosts more than 128 scholarship opportu-

nities for students throughout Northwest Minnesota.
Most of the scholarships are for high school seniors
living within the region, however there also are
opportunities for nontraditional students or college-
enrolled students.

“Every year, we hear from numerous students
who nearly didn’t apply because they didn’t think
they’d be awarded,” Martinka said. “We encourage
all students to take the time to apply.”

Applications are completed through the NMF
website at www.nwmf.org by clicking on “Grants &
Scholarships” at the top of the homepage. Students
will be required to create an online account and take
the eligibility quiz to begin the application process.  

If you are interested in learning about how you
can establish a scholarship fund at Northwest
Minnesota Foundation or to support one of the schol-
arship funds at NMF, please visit www.nwmf.org.  

Northwest Minnesota Foundation 
accepting scholarship applications from high school seniors

AT Readers
Please let us know if you recently moved, 

or have moved in the past few years so we
can cancel your old address. 

Many papers are still being sent to 
old addresses!

Call the AT at 218-935-3569 
or email today@whiteearth-nsn.gov
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Howah Ads

RREMINDEREMINDER!!
Howah Ads are $5 with a

picture or $4 without. 
All payments must 

be made in advance.
No exceptions

Happy 3rd Birthday
to my grandson 
KenTrell

Love from mom, Brenna,
grandma Shana and family 

February 7th 

Happy 8th Birthday to our
Beautiful BabyGirl 
Leahanna

Love,
Nana,

Papa &
Family

February
7th 

Happy 19th Birthday 
Son

Love, Mom, Sam & Kids

Feb. 
10th!

Happy 5th Anniversary Danny 
I Love You! 

February 6 - Love Audd

Happy 23rd Birthday Baby
Sam

Love Dad, Fran & Kids 
February 2nd!

You can reach the
Anishinaabeg Today 

at 
today@whiteearth-nsn.gov

Region 2 Arts Council and the Anishinaabe Arts
Initiative Council award $4,990 to Indigenous artists

The Region 2 Arts Council’s Anishinaabe Arts
Initiative Council recently awarded $4,990 to
enrolled tribal members or descendants creating art is
our region. 

The Anishinaabe Arts Initiative Grant program is
supported by a grant from the McKnight Foundation
to fund costs associated with the exhibition, perfor-
mance, or production of a creative work, purchase of
materials or equipment to create works of art, educa-
tional opportunities in the arts, and proposals for pro-
jects or opportunities to enhance the creative work of
artists or culture bearers that are enrolled tribal mem-
bers or descendants residing in the Minnesota coun-
ties of Becker, Beltrami, Cass, Clearwater, Hubbard,
Itasca, Lake of the Woods, Mahnomen, or Roseau.

Roberta Roy was awarded $1,000 to purchase
the supplies she will need to continue making ribbon

skirts.
Jakob Littlewolf was awarded $1,000 to pur-

chase art painting supplies to keep expanding and
improving his work.

Lisa Donovan-Larson was awarded $1,000 to
create Native American Dance Regalia and Quilts to
gift to underprivileged youth for ceremonial and cul-
tural purposes.

Gregory Smith Sr. was awarded $1,000 to cre-
ate picture frames and other crafts with wood.

Devin Larson was awarded $990 to create rib-
bon skirts, ribbon shirts and other regalia like fancy
shawls and grass dance outfits for the children in her
care.

Region 2 Arts Council Anishinaabe Arts
Initiative Grants are made possible with funding
from the McKnight Foundation

Erickson from Page 6

1-31 The White Earth RBC Quarterly Meeting
took place at Shooting Star Casino Event Center,
bringing together tribal leadership, community mem-
bers and programs. Updates were provided by Indian
Health Services (IHS), the White Earth Housing
Authority and the White Earth Community Councils.
Tribal members engaged in meaningful discussions
on a range of important topics, including constitu-
tional interpretations, proposed amendments, tax
exemptions, treaty rights and law enforcement
authority under Public Law 280. Additionally, con-
cerns were raised regarding transparency, financial
matters and other community issues, reflecting the
ongoing commitment to open dialogue and account-
ability.

White Earth applied for funding to create hous-
ing specifically for medical providers. We’ve identi-
fied housing as a significant barrier to ensuring that
our community has access to consistent, quality
healthcare. By providing housing for medical profes-
sionals, we aim to improve healthcare services and
attract and retain providers who are essential to the
well-being of our community.

Callaway Community Council 
This is our final call for community members

interested in joining the Callaway Community
Council. If you'd like to participate or need more
information, please feel free to contact me directly or
get in touch with my assistant, Tiffany Swiers. We’re
planning to hold elections in March.

Duluth Area
White Earth staff have finalized plans for staff to

travel to Duluth on Feb. 12 and 13, providing White
Earth ribal members with the opportunity to obtain
tribal IDs and purchase hand-harvested wild rice.
This initiative aims to enhance accessibility to essen-
tial tribal services and cultural resources for our
members in the area.

Upcoming/Other Events
The Pine Point Culture Camp on Feb. 22. The

community does an amazing job hosting these
camps.

The White Earth Youth Council Advisory is cur-
rently seeking youth participants to represent our
communities throughout our reservation. If you
would like to nominate a youth from your communi-
ty, please reach out to Tara Mason, our White Earth
Youth Administrator, main contact or contact my
office.

We have experienced several losses over the past
few months, and I want to offer my deepest condo-
lences to the families and friends affected. Please
know that if you need any support, we are here to
help. We are all in this together. I encourage every-
one in the community to take a proactive stance by
reporting any suspicious activity.

During these chilly winter days, please take time
to check on our elderly neighbors and one another,
ensuring that everyone in our community feels sup-
ported and cared for. A little kindness can go a long
way in making sure no one feels alone or overlooked.

Miigwech for the honor and privilege of repre-
senting you. I am committed to serving our commu-
nities with dedication and integrity. If you need assis-
tance or have any questions, do not hesitate to reach
out. 

Contact information: 
Laura Lee Erickson
laura.erickson@whiteearth-nsn.gov
Office: 218-935-6238
Cell: 218-401-1153
Facebook: VOTE LAURA LEE  
Tiffany Swiers (Assistant for District 3 
Office: 218-935-6235
Cell: 218-997-9124
tiffany.swiers@whiteearth-nsn.gov

LaRoque from Page 4

I am at the two- and half-year mark of my term
as Secretary/Treasurer, and I have always said that
we need to continue to move forward and secure our
future for our next generations to come. I look for-
ward to continuing success for the next two years of
my term.  

In closing, I want to thank the members of the
White Earth Nation for giving me this opportunity to

serve as the Secretary/Treasurer of this great Nation.
I look forward to moving forward with great progress
and optimism and I hope we can work together for a
brighter future.  Miigwech!

Michael J. LaRoque
Secretary-Treasure
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Thank You
We extend our gratitude to Curtis Rogers, Tribal

Council, Elders Program, White Earth Boys and Girls
Club for the bus transportation, All Nations Rise,
Grandpa Guy, Galen’s, Kristy Melina, Hoffmans Meat
Market for their generous donations, Minnesota
Timberwolves, Rudy’s Kids Foundation, and the dedi-
cated volunteers who assisted in fundraising. 

Special thanks to Kim from Minnesota Young
Adults For Recovery and all supporters of the fundrais-
er for making this event successful. 

The children enjoyed their time immensely and
were thrilled to meet Rudy Gobert after the game. Your
contributions helped make their dreams a reality. 

White Earth Youth, Volunteers,
Ashley Bunker

Free Course
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Eagle View Township 
will hold its annual meeting 

on March 11, 2025 at 7 p.m. in the
Elbow Lake Community Center,

39944 N. Elbow Lake Drive

WE TRIBAL COURT
TRAFFIC COURT 

In the Matter of Jameson Lee Jackson Sr., DOB: 05/24/1985
Summons to Appear in Court 

Court File No. T2024-00166

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that on February 26, 2025, at
10:00 a.m. an Initial Hearing on the traffic citation will be held at
the White Earth Tribal Court at 35500 Eagle View Road Ogema,
MN 56569. If you fail to appear for this hearing, the Court may
find you in default and/or held in contempt of Court. You may
contact Court Administration at (218) 983-3285.  
Dated: January 24, 2025

Legal Notice

Iron Range Area 
Community Council

The Iron Range Area Community Council holds a
meeting on the first Thursday of each month at 6:30
p.m. at the Greenway Township Hall in Marble, Minn. 
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Construction from Page 15

Interning with Becker County

Photo by Jeffrey Coleman
The New Year Sobriety Powwow was held Dec. 31 and Jan. 1 at
the Naytahwaush Sports Complex. The new royalty are Princess
Ja’Niya JJ Hanks (daughter of Carissa Hanks and Brandon
White) and Brave Cairo Littlewind (grandson of Jackie Lenoir
and Stanton Alexander).

Waubun High School (WHS) seniors Easton Bevins and Gabe
Smith have started an internship with the Becker County Sheriff’s
Office.

The students will be interning in the court system, correction-
al office, investigations, dispatch and doing ride alongs. Work
Based Learning licensed instructor Patti DeGroat will supervise
the students. 

Students at WHS earn credits towards graduation while learn-
ing and getting hands-on experience about their career of interest. 

If your business is interested in connecting with the program
for internships or paid positions please contact Patti DeGroat at
218-473-6183 or pattid@waubun.k12.mn.us

Submitted photo

From left are Ty Warren - Becker County Sheriff’s Office, Gabe
Smith, Easton Bevins, and Patti DeGroat - Waubun High School
Work Based Learning Program.

New Sobriety Powwow Royalty

WETCC team is one of 14 Phase 1 winners of American-
Made TCU Energy and Food Sovereignty Nexus Prize

WASHINGTON, D.C.—The U.S. Department
of Energy (DOE) Office of Indian Energy Policy and
Programs (Office of Indian Energy) recently
announced 14 Phase 1 winners of the American-
Made Tribal College and University (TCU) Energy
and Food Sovereignty Nexus Prize. Student-led
groups teamed up and created plans to increase the
use of renewable energy to support Tribal food sov-
ereignty initiatives on TCU campuses. 

“TCU’s hold unique ties to land, language, and
Indigenous knowledge to foster a regenerative econ-
omy,” said Office of Indian Energy Director Wahleah
Johns. “The $4 million prize selections will support
14 student led teams in demonstrating how clean
energy compliments and strengthens Indigenous
food sovereignty.” 

Read more about the prize and semifinalists at
https://www.herox.com/TCUenergyandfood.

This is the Office of Indian Energy’s first prize
in the American-Made program, which incentivizes
innovation through prizes, training, teaming, and
mentoring by connecting the nation’s entrepreneurs
and innovators to America’s national labs and the pri-
vate sector.

Learn More About Office of Indian 
Energy Investments

DOE funds a wide variety of projects to support
Tribes in realizing their energy visions. From 2010
through 2024, DOE’s Office of Indian Energy has
invested over $190 million in more than 240 Tribal
energy projects implemented across the contiguous
48 states and in Alaska. These projects, valued col-
lectively at over $300 million, are leveraged by more
than $125 million in recipient cost-share. Find infor-
mation about current funding opportunities and learn
more on the DOE Office of Indian Energy website.

cannabis distillates for vaping cartridges, and live
resins.

“Everything we will be selling is grown in
Minnesota and grown on the reservation,” Wilson
said.

The only thing to be sold at the dispensary that
is not made on the reservation is a beverage line
called Minobii, which is Ojibwe for “drink and be
merry,” Wilson said.

Negotiations with the state of Minnesota for the
tribe to open off-reservation dispensaries haven’t
been tough, but they have been painstaking, Wilson
said.

“It’s been tedious, to say the least, but not stren-
uous,” he said

The White Earth Nation will be the first of the
state’s tribal nations to open an off-reservation dis-
pensary, he said.

“This will be a pretty historical opportunity. It
will be the first adult-use cannabis dispensary in the
state,” Wilson said. “We will absolutely be the first
(tribe) to do so.”

Wilson said there will be more than 30 employ-
ees working at the dispensary. He added that it has

been a pleasure to work with Moorhead city officials
and the police and fire departments.

“Just getting it open is exciting,” he said. “We’re
happy about supplying jobs to the area.”

The White Earth Nation opened its on-reserva-
tion marijuana dispensary in August 2023 in
Mahnomen. The reservation’s dispensary is across
from Shooting Star Casino, Wilson said.

The White Earth Nation bought and repurposed
a chip factory for indoor marijuana production, and it
has greenhouses and about 10 acres of land under
cultivation for cannabis. “So, right now we have a
very large footprint. We’ve got a lot of great products
and flower coming to the market,” Wilson said last
year.

Anything the tribe sells off the reservation will
have to meet state regulations, Wilson said.

He said the tribal cannabis regulatory commis-
sion “is very stringent on what we do, just as much,
if not more, than the state.”

You can reach the Anishinaabeg Today 
at today@whiteearth-nsn.gov 


