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Area students
complete

snowmobile
safety class

White Earth Natural
Resources held a
Snowmobile Safety
Class for 21 students
on Jan. 28. 
Although the snow
was minimal, there
was enough to 
create the field day
course all students
maneuvered though
successfully.

Submitted photo

White Earth Nation Election News
The White Earth General Election will be held June 11 on the White

Earth Reservation. This General Election provides for a April 2 Primary
Election in the event there are more than two eligible candidates for the open
position.

Elected positions to be filled are as follows:
A. Chairperson – White Earth Reservation Business Committee – for

a Four (4) Year Term.
B. District III - White Earth Reservation Business Committee – for a

Four (4) Year Term 
The following candidates filed during regular business hours from Jan.

12-22 at the White Earth Compliance Department.
Uncertified candidates for Chairperson:
Michael Allen Fairbanks (incumbent), Justin Anthony Keezer, Donovan
George Burnette, Eugene “Umsy” Raymond Tibbetts, Karen Marie
Manypenny
Uncertified candidates for District III Representative:
Laura Lee Erickson, Cheryl “Annie’ Jackson (incumbent), John Howard
Smith

Candidates were not certified by the time this paper went to press.
They must be certified by Feb. 12. Challenges to certification matters will be
due by Feb. 14. 

Each certified candidate will be offered the opportunity to submit an
article and photo expressing their views and platforms in the March 6
Anishinaabeg Today. 

Election Board members.  
The White Earth RBC appointed the following members to the General

Reservation Election Board.  Gary Frazer - Chair, Laverne “Vernie” Hisgun
- Vice Chair, Beverly Smith, Mindy Wolbert, Sherald Hanks, Robert
Thompson (alternate) and Mykee Brown (alternate). 

MCT Tribal Election Court of Appeals Judge
The White Earth RBC selected Judge Robert Blaeser to serve as the

Judge representing the White Earth Band on the MCT Tribal Election Court
of Appeals. 

Election Contest Judge and Alternate
The White Earth RBC has appointed Judge Andrew Adams III to serve

as the Election Contest Judge and has appointed Judge Robert Blaeser to
serve as the alternate. 

The March 6 newspaper will have more election information as 
well as White Earth Facebook and website at www.whiteearth.com

WE Boys & Girls Club
Youth of the Year

The Boys & Girls Clubs of White Earth held their
Youth of the Year banquet on Jan. 11 at Shooting
Star Casino in Mahnomen.  
Silas Neeland from the Rice Lake Club, left, 
was judged the winner and will advance to the
State Youth of Year competition on March 19-21 
in Egan, Minn. He and other youth will attend
State Advocacy Day on March 21 at the
Minnesota State Capital.
Top: From left are Laura Lee Erickson (judge),
District III Rep. Cheryl “Annie” Jackson (judge),
Travis Bevins (Waubun Club), Silas Neeland (Rice
Lake Club), District II Rep. Eugene Sommers
(judge), and Chris Vanwert Jr. (judge). 

Submitted  photos
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Editor

The Anishinaabeg Today (AT) is the official publi-
cation of White Earth Nation and is published once a
month.  Editorials and articles appearing in the AT are
the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily
reflect the opinion or attitude of the AT staff or the White
Earth Reservation Business Committee. 

The AT reserves the right to reject any advertising
or materials submitted for publication.  The submission
of articles and photos is encouraged, however, they are
subject to editing for grammar, length, and malicious/
libelous content. The Editor makes the sole decision of
what is published in the AT and will not assume any
responsibility for unsolicited material nor will the AT
guarantee publication upon submission.  Deadlines are
strictly enforced! Deadline dates are printed below in
each issue.

The AT is distributed at no charge to all postal
patrons living on White Earth Reservation and by mail
to White Earth Nation members (who request the news-
paper) living within the United States. One per house-
hold.  The cost of a newspaper subscription is $12 per
year for non-members (including descendants) living off
the reservation. Current and past issues of the AT can
be read online for free at www.whiteearth.com.

For more information call 218-983-3285 Ext.
5903, email: today@whiteearth-nsn.gov, fax: 833-607-
0776, or write to:

Anishinaabeg Today
PO Box 418

White Earth, MN 56591
Memberships
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vMinnesota Newspaper Association
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Indigenous Winter Traditions event is a success
By Amy Myszko
Niibi Center Program Manager

The Niibi Center was excited to sponsor an Indigenous
Winter Traditions event last December in conjunction with
Apple Blossom Village, a Waldorf-inspired outdoor immer-
sion school serving Preschool through 4th grade in
Bemidji, Minn. The event focused on sharing Ojibwe and
Indigenous foods, crafts, games and traditions with the
larger community, and to let folks know about the scholar-
ship fund for Native students that will is now available for
spring 2024 and going forward.

Despite inclement weather and icy roads, we were
happy to host seven families with about 15 kids participat-
ing throughout the day. Activities included making a small
birchbark basket, creating a corn husk doll, string games
and learning about snaring and processing rabbits. The
yurts were cozy and smelled of delicious food, wood fire
and herbal teas, with children, parents and elders sharing
space, skills and stories. 

We distributed information about Apple Blossom
Village and the event allowed the school to begin spreading
the word to Indigenous families who may be interested in
taking advantage of the scholarship fund. Apple Blossom
has immediate openings in pre-K and kindergarten and a
waitlist for 1st-4th, please contact Dacia Dauner at natural-
childhood@gmail.com for more information.

Ultimately, this event was a time of connection
between folks from Bemidji and surrounding communities
including Leech Lake, Red Lake, and White Earth. A huge
miigwech goes to presenters Dan and Susan Ninham, Josh
Red Day, Michelle Marion, and Mary Cross. Alexzandra
Staudt and Dacia Dauner helped host the event as Apple
Blossom staff, and Amy Myszko and Joe Lagarde attende
from the Niibi Center. We look forward to hosting more

collaborative events in the future in support of Apple
Blossom Village because the children truly are the future
and when we teach them to be stewards of the land at an
early age, we ensure that they will become adults who con-
tinue to work to protect and preserve the earth.

Photo by Dacia Dauner

Crafts and foods all setup for learning in Apple Blossom’s
cozy yurt. 

When do I need a research permit? 
By Carson Gardner, MD
White Earth Nation Tribal Health Medical Director

You guys all remember “Terry T”—Terry Tibbetts, one
of our esteemed past Tribal Chair’s.  He’s in the star world
now, working there to help us here on Gaa-waabaabi-
ganikaag.  Well, back in 2017, Terry T’s administration
wrote and approved a law called the White Earth Ojibwe
Research Code.  Some of you guys already know about it,
but some of you don’t.  Terry and his government leader-
ship team wrote the law to protect White Earth citizens,
resources, culture, history, language, and spirituality from
being hijacked or hurt by unethical researchers.  Terry T
also formed the White Earth Research Review Board, the
RRB, to regulate safe research on White Earth lands. 

Since 2017, the RRB has reviewed, authorized, and
supervised over 60 research projects on White Earth lands.
Owa!  That’s a lot.  Why let anybody do research here at
all?  Because Gaa-waabaagiganikaag has beautiful, practi-
cal, Anishinaabe lifeways and good Anishinaabe healing
knowledge to share, to help all human beings and to help
protect land, water, sky, inner fire, language, true history,
creatures, and to respect helping spirits.  Also, because
many Tribal programs and agencies need to do research to
improve the health and safety of community members and
community resources.  It is good for us to share the truths
we have and learn, in order to leave Aki Nookomis and
Gaa-waabaabiganikaag better, healthier, safer places than
we found them.

When researchers on Native Nation lands, working
with Native Nation people and resources, are not responsi-
ble, humble, respectful, and honest; disasters can happen.

You guys may have heard of the “Havasupai disaster.”  The
Havasupai Nation is a Southwest Turtle Island Native
Nation.  They agreed to let an Arizona university research
team draw citizen blood samples to study Diabetes.  That
was fine.  But years later, the Arizona university researchers
gave those blood samples, without Havsupai citizen knowl-
edge or permission, to another research group who used the
blood to do genetic tests that their disrespectful agenda
claimed to prove Native Nation people had migrated to
Turtle Island recently instead of being here where Creator
put us from time immemorial.  

When the Havasupai government and citizens found
out their blood had been used without permission by disre-
spectful researchers, they were really, really…well, you
know the word.  They sued the University and won a big
damage award and the university’s promise to never do
unethical research with Native Nation resources or people
again.  The US government agreed with the Havasupai
Nation.  That’s why we have the RRB and the White Earth
Research Code.  Terry T’s team knew we needed protec-
tion, too.  Here are a few facts about the Terry T team’s
responsible, safe research protection for us all:

•  The White Earth Research Code rules apply to every-
body, outside researchers and even White Earth citizens
doing data-collection research here including facts or sur-
vey opinions.

•  Right now, the RRB has eight members; Carson
Gardner—chair, Monica Hedstrom, Clinton Alexander,
Counselor Veronica Newcomer, Dana Goodwin, Amy
RedCloud, Frank Johnson Jr., and Rob Tibbetts.  They rep-

See Permit Page 26
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News From Chairman Michael Fairbanks
Aaniin Boozhoo Gaa-waabaabiganikaag

Niminwendam Waabaminaan! 
Namebini-Giizis! 
Aaniish inaa akawe ninga-gaagiizomaag aadi-

zookaanag.
Weweni-sago-na.
Greetings White Earth Nation I am Happy to See

You! 
It is already February!
Everyone be safe. 
Gaawaabaabiganikaag indawemaaganag, my

White Earth relatives I would like to announce I am
reentering the election for chairman of
Gaawaabaabiganikaag, once again. I have had a very
successful term in office. I would appreciate your
vote and if you have any questions or concerns please
reach out to my office. The rest of the election infor-
mation hasn’t yet been released; and as soon as it
does, Gaawaabiganikaag and the White Earth Nation
Election Committee will release it. 

Namebini-giizis is the month makwag; bears,
give birth to the makoonsag, cubs when the awan,
fog is thick is a sign that many makoonsag are being
born.

Nanaboozhoo lived in a village; he built two
lodges, one for himself and another for two elderly
brothers who were blind. He tied a rope from their
lodge to the water’s edge so they could follow the
rope to get water when they needed. One day Esiban,
Raccoon, decided to play a trick on the brothers, he
saw the one brother coming down the path to fetch
water; Esiban quickly untied the rope and threw it up
near the trees. 

When the brother got to the end of the rope, he
discovered there was no lake there like the rope had
led him to before. Esiban laughed. The brother
returned to the lodge and said he couldn’t find the
water; the other brother took the pail and began to
follow the rope to the lakes edge. Esiban saw the
other brother coming, he quickly grabbed the rope
and placed it back in the water, and brother found the
water, retrieved some and walked back to their wigi-
wam, home.

When brother returned, he said, “Your lazy
brother, you wanted me to get the water,” the other
brother replied, “I could not find the water, I’m glad
you did, let’s have some tea.” As the brothers were
sitting down to drink their tea, Nanaboozhoo entered
their lodge and announced he’d brought them some
fresh waawaashkeshiwi-wiiyaas, nabob gaye man-
daaminag, deer meat stew and corn. So the brothers
were pleased, Nanaboozhoo made sure each brother
had two pieces of waawaashkeshi and mandaamig in
each of their bowls.

Esiban had smelled the waawaashkeshiwi-
wiiyaas nabob and followed Nanaboozhoo to the
brother’s lodge, after Nanaboozhoo left, Esiban crept
up upon the table, took the wiiyaas from one brothers
bowl, he scurried to the corner of lodge where he
quickly enjoyed his fresh waawaashkeshiwi-wiiyaas.
As the brothers began to eat, the one brother said,
“Your greedy brother, you’ve taken my
waawaashkeshiwi-wiiyaas,” the other brother
exclaimed, “I have done no such thing, Nanaboozhoo
gave us two pieces each brother.” 

While the brothers were arguing, Esiban crept up
on the table and took the last two pieces of
waawaashkeshiwi-wiiyaas; he happily ran to the cor-
ner of the lodge and enjoyed his deer meat. When the
brothers resumed eating, the other brother yelled,

“Now you took my waawaashkeshiwi-wiiyaas!” The
other brother yelled back “I did not, you must’ve
eaten them already.” The brothers began to yell loud-
er and began to put up their dukes and began to fight,
Esiban was very happy to watch the brothers fight.

Nanaboozhoo had heard the yelling and ran over
the lodge to find the two-brothers wrestling on the
floor, Esiban saw Nanaboozhoo coming and tried to
leave the lodge without being seen. Right then and
there Nanaboozhoo saw Esiban and grabbed him by
the scuff, “What have you been up too!"

Nanaboozhoo listened to the brother’s story, he
was angered by Esiban’s behavior and the troubles
he’d started with the brothers. 

Nanaboozhoo decided the world would know of
Raccoon’s misery, he told Esiban, “I am going to take
away half your eyesight, you will see but not very
well, you will only be able to hunt at night, when you
do find food, you will have to find water to wash it
before you eat.” 

Nanaboozhoo took some burnt ashes from the
fire and rubbed it across Esiban’s face; he took more
and wiped it across Esiban’s tale. “From now on,
people will see your mask and know to be weary of
you; the four stripes on your tail will remind you of
the wiiyaas you took from the brothers.” Miigwech
to Richard Jaques for sharing the story.

We hope my newsletter finds you in good health
and high spirits.  As we continue our collective jour-
ney towards “Land Back” and reclaiming our
Anishinaabe ancestral lands, we are excited to share
the latest updates and progress in our ongoing efforts.
The resilience of our Gaawaabaabiganikaag ishkoni-
gan, White Earth Nation and the commitment to
restoring our heritage lands remain at the forefront of
our mission as your leaders. I will keep you informed
of the progress as it is available.

Tamarac Refuge Update 
We have made great strides in clarifying the

White Earth Band’s treaty rights and regulatory
authority in the entirety of the Tamarac National
Wildlife Refuge, including both the portion located
within the White Earth Nation and the portion within
the 1855 Treaty Territory. We hope to finalize our
first memorandum of agreement with the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service this winter, which will clarify
scientific and permitting roles and responsibilities
and improve access for Band members.

It will also begin the process of identifying and
returning tribal property removed from Tamarac.
Moving forward into the spring, we will be working

See Chairman Page 29

White Earth tribal 
offices closed for holiday

White Earth RBC offices will be closed on 
Monday, Feb. 19 for Presidents Day and will reopen

on Tuesday, Feb. 20 at 8 a.m.

Applications can be found at circleoflifeacademy.org  
Click on Employment tab

You can reach the AT at today@whiteearth-nsn.gov
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Greeting White Earth Members, I have the honor
of serving as Secretary/Treasurer position for the
White Earth Tribal Council and this is my 1st Quarter
report ending Dec. 31, 2023. Our Fiscal year runs
from Oct. 1, 2023, to Sept. 30, 2024. 

Fiscal Year 2024 Budget
The RBC has approved a general fund budget

for the fiscal year 2024 in September of 2023. The
budget adopted accounts for revenues in the amount
of $16.71 million which consists of State of
Minnesota Tax revenue and expenditures in the
amount of $22.46 million. These expenditures are
incurred for departments that operate for the benefit
of band members, and not for profit. These include
education, public safety, general government, human
services, public works, economic development, and
culture amongst others. This allows for a budget
deficit of $6.34 million which will be funded by dis-
tributions from the Shooting Star Casino. This deficit
includes all capital expenses. 

Fiscal Year 2024 1st Quarter Report
General Fund
This first quarter FY24 budget for governmental

activities ending Dec. 31, 2023, is at $1.54 million
with expenses at $3.70 million with a remainder of
$1.57 million. 

Gaming
Consolidated revenue for Mahnomen, Bagley,

and all other gaming revenue for the 1st Fiscal
Quarter of FY2024, ending Dec. 31, 2023, was $28.7
million. The consolidated expenses for the 1st
Quarter were $22.9 million. Consolidated net income
for the quarter was $5.8 million; Mahnomen is at $5
million, and Bagley is at $791,000.

The budget through the 1st Fiscal Quarter was
$25.8 million in revenue and $23.8 million in
expenses for a budgeted net income of $1.9 million
for the first quarter of FY2024. YTD Revenue was
$2.9 million higher than the budget while expenses
were $0.9 million lower than budget resulting in net
income being $3.8 million higher than budget.

The Bagley Casino for 1st quarter ending
December 2023, earned $2.8 million in revenue with
expenditures of $2 million. Bagley Casino has a net
income for the quarter of $791,000.

Shooting Star Casino cash on hand on Dec. 31,
2023, was $81.1 million. The cash on hand at the
close of the last fiscal year, Sept. 31, 2023, was $77.2
million. After Shooting Star Casino capital improve-
ment spending and distributions to the White Earth
RBC, cash has increased by $3.9 million during the
first quarter of the fiscal 2024. 

The unaudited preliminary numbers are subject
to change as the numbers are finalized.

ARPA 
In this first quarter of FY2024 the ARPA funds

are $33.32 million in revenues, and $9.37 million in
expenses. These funds are used for all capital pro-
jects and filling in gaps in the general fund. The cash
balance is $25 million.

Other Grant Funds
In this first quarter of FY2024, we have recorded

$135.90 million dollars in other grant funding while
recording $81.20 million in expenditures. The other
grant funds consist of grants from federal, state, and
local funding agencies. The funds are meant for a
specific program, service, or activity and must be
budgeted as such. The cash balance is $32.03 mil-
lion. 

Behavioral Health
In this first quarter of FY2024, we have account-

ed for $10.89 million in revenue while recording
$8.26 million in expenditures. The ending cash bal-
ance in Behavioral Health funds is $47.93 million
and we also have an investment account of $15 mil-
lion. 

Youth and Elder Funds
In the first quarter of FY2024 the fund sits at a

cash balance of $275,342 with $121,73 in expenses
with an overall revenue of $396,514.

The RBC did approve a general fund budget for
the fiscal year 2024 on Sept. 29, 2023, and I will be
updating everyone on that approved budget in next
month’s report. 

In closing I want to thank the members of the
White Earth Nation for giving me this opportunity to
serve as the Secretary/Treasurer for this great nation.
I look forward to White Earth Nation is moving for-
ward with great progress, and optimism, and I hope
we can work while working collaboratively with one
another for a brighter future. Miigwech!

Michael J. LaRoque
Secretary-Treasurer

News From Secretary-Treasurer Michael J. LaRoque

Native artists, crafters needed for April conference
The White Earth Agriculture Department’s

Buffalo program is looking for Native American
artists and crafters to display and offer for sale their
works at an upcoming bison educational conference
held April 6 in Detroit Lakes, Minn.

This Bison conference is being hosted by the
Minnesota Bison Association (MBA). The MBA
contacted our office looking for Native American
vendors to display/sell their crafts.

The Minnesota Bison Association expressed

interest in Native American artists displaying /selling
paintings and drawings, pottery/ceramics, basketry,
weaving/textiles, quill work, birchbark, bead work,
leather, antler, and bone art.

No vendor’s fees will be charged. It is free.
Please reach out to your artist friends and let them
know about this.

For more information, they may call Wade or
Jack at 218-936-4024.



Rez Briefs
White Earth RBC offices closed for holiday

White Earth RBC offices will be closed on Monday, Feb. 19 for
Presidents Day and will reopen on Tuesday, Feb. 20 at 8 a.m.
Eagle View Township annual meeting

Eagle View Township will hold its annual meeting March 12, at
7 p.m. in the Elbow Lake Community Center at 39944 N. Elbow
Lake Drive.
WIC announcements

White Earth WIC has permanently relocated their Naytahwaush
location to the Waabinokwe Health Center located at 2471 310th
Avenue in Mahnomen.  They have temporarily relocated the White
Earth location to the Tribal Health Building at 26246 Crane Road in
White Earth. This will be in effect for the next few months while the
clinic is renovating. Please contact WIC with any questions at 218-
204-0399 or 218-401-4247. Thank you!  
White Earth Urban Office

White Earth Urban Office is located at 1730 Clifton Place,
Suite 100, in Minneapolis. The phone number is 612-813-1590 and
the office is open Monday to Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Ogema VFW no longer available for rent

Effective immediately the Ogema VFW will no longer be avail-
able for rent due to insurance reasons.  Thank you.
Iron Range Area Community Council

The Iron Range Area Community Council holds a meeting on
the second Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Greenway
Township Hall in Marble, Minn.  
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Boozhoo Anishinaabe, 
This month we joyfully embraced the arrival of

the New Year alongside our loved ones and neigh-
bors at the Naytahwaush Sports Complex, where the
New Year’s Powwow took place. Chi Miigwech, to
our dedicated Powwow Committee, Honor Guard,
Community Council and all community members for
orchestrating such a great celebration to inaugurate
the New Year.

TEC Education/Health and 
Human Services Subcommittee 

Education Report: Billie Annette provided
updates on Social Studies Standards, and the report
was approved.

Human Services Report: Evie Campbell pro-
vided updates on Treatment Center Licensing, and
the report was approved.

Guest Speaker: Anita Fineday delivered an
update on the establishment of a new State Agency,
the Minnesota Department of Children, Youth, and
Families, scheduled for launch in July 2024.

Mahnomen-Waubun Thunderbird Mascot
In mid 2023, collaborative efforts were under-

way with Mahnomen and Waubun High Schools con-
cerning new legislation prohibiting the use of Native
American Mascots in Minnesota schools. While rec-
ognizing that a Thunderbird is not a Native American
person, it holds significant cultural importance to the
Ojibwe people. In response, the White Earth
Education Department and RBC provided recom-
mendations to local schools, encouraging the teach-
ing of the Thunderbird/Bensi’s cultural significance. 

The RBC, in partnership with its Education
Department and the Tribal Nations Education
Committee (TNEC), garnered support from various
Tribal Nations. Through testimonies and letters of
endorsement submitted to the Minnesota Department
of Education, they sought an exemption. In late
December 2023, it was announced that the
Mahnomen-Waubun Thunderbirds had been granted
their exemption.

I understand that there has been controversy sur-
rounding this issue and various rumors have circulat-
ed. To clarify, the RBC has consistently backed the
mascot and, in testimony, emphasized how it fostered
greater unity between our two communities.
#RollBirds!

Government Consultations
Minnesota Natural Resource Conservation

Service: Attended the Plant Materials Center annual
meeting. Discussed the services provided by Plant
Material Centers and their absence in Minnesota.
Tribes had the chance to articulate their demographic
and natural resource requirements, emphasizing the
implementation of regenerative farming practices.

Minnesota Department of Health: The RBC
met with Commissioner Brooke Cunningham to dis-
cuss legislative priorities concerning Cannabis and
Medical Billing. Commissioner Cunningham
demonstrated proactive engagement in supporting
White Earth and provided updates on the Office of
Medical Cannabis.

Minnesota House of Representatives: The
RBC convened with Speaker of the House Mellissa
Hortman to discuss bonding requests concerning the
Mahnomen Medical Center and a Detox/Withdrawal
Management Center. The RBC endorsed bonding
funding for the Mahnomen Health Center.
Additionally, conversations revolved around sports
betting legislation, outlining potential implications if

new legislation is enacted.
Minnesota Department of Public Safety: The

RBC convened with Commissioner Bob Jacobson to
discuss Tribal and State Law Enforcement
Agreements, as well as inquiries from the White
Earth Nation regarding the expansion of Tribal DMV
services into a Deputy Registrar. This expansion
would enable the White Earth DMV to provide ser-
vices such as State vehicle licensing, issuing State
IDs, and conducting driver exams.

Missing and Murdered Indigenous Relatives
Office: The RBC held a meeting with Judy Rudy,
Director of the Missing Murdered Indigenous
Relative Office, who provided updates on the new
MMIR license plate. Additionally, discussions were
initiated about White Earth's potential involvement
in designing and issuing their own MMIW awareness
plate.

Mahnomen County Commissioners: The RBC
convened with Mahnomen County Commissioners to
discuss infrastructure projects within the city of
Mahnomen. The RBC expressed support for the
County's bonding request for the Mahnomen
Hospital. Additionally, discussions included consid-
erations for a potential Detox Facility and delibera-
tion on permitting authority within the City.

Naytahwaush Food Shelf
At the onset of Fiscal Year 2024, the RBC faced

the challenging task of discontinuing funding for the
Feeding Our Families Program due to its unsustain-
able operational costs. However, I’m pleased to share
that our Economic Development and Human Service
divisions have successfully secured a $1 million
grant. This grant will facilitate the renovation of the
pool area at the Naytahwaush Sports Complex, trans-
forming it into a permanent Food Shelf facility.
Construction is anticipated to commence this sum-
mer, during which time services will be temporarily
administered in the gymnasium.

We have acknowledged concerns from commu-
nity members expressing a desire to revitalize the
pool at Naytahwaush Sports Complex to its former
glory instead of converting it into a food shelf. We
understand that achieving this revitalization would
necessitate significant investments in new pool
machinery, piping, and filtration systems. However,
it’s important to note that the cost of such renovations
would be more than triple the amount required for the
food shelf renovation. Thus, we must carefully weigh
these options and consider the best use of available
resources in alignment with community needs and
priorities.

News From District II Rep. Eugene Sommers

See Sommers Page 26

Valleyview Commons
Valleyview Commons in Mahnomen is 

accepting applications for 1 bedroom units
Rent is based on 30% of your adjusted monthly
income calculated per HUD guidelines up to a

contract rent of $615 and includes water, sewer
and garbage. 

Tenant is responsible for electric and heat. 
Currently all ages and incomes welcome to apply! 

For more information contact DW Jones Management.
218-547-3307 or apply at www.dwjonesmanagement.com

Announcement from the 
White Earth Education Division

Please contact our NEW Student Finance 
Program for questions regarding:
White Earth Scholarship Program

White Earth Johnson O’Malley Program
White Earth Education Assistance 

Staff is also available to answer questions regarding 
financial aid, FAFSA, scholarship opportunities, and 

other assistance available. 
Stop in the RBC Education Office or 
call 218-983-3285 Ext. 5302 or 5309 
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Boozhoo Everyone,
I first want to send my condolences to all that

have lost a loved one.  Know that I continue to pray
for all.

January was a busy month. Below is what I was
up to all month.  I leave out all the phone calls, I don’t
want to write a book.

Meetings attended:
Jan. 4 – Tribal Consultation with Waubun/Ogema
School
Jan. 4 – MIGA Meeting
Jan. 8 - Debriefing
Jan. 8 – Speaker Hortman 
Jan. 8 – COLA Meeting
Jan. 9/11 – MCT Meeting
Jan. 11 – Boys & Girls Club Youth of the Year Event
Jan. 12 – Federal Lobbyist
Jan. 16 - Debriefing
Jan. 17 – Minnesota Dept. of Transportation
Jan. 18 – Housing Board Meeting
Jan. 22 – Behavioral Health / Boys & Girls Club
Jan. 24 – Gaming Commission
Jan. 25 – Waabiigaan Board Meeting
Jan. 26 – RBC Quarterly Meeting
Jan. 29 – Minnesota Housing Finance Funding
Opportunity Meeting
Jan. 30 – DII and DIII Meeting with Finance/Land on
Elder Tiny Homes

Tribal Consultation for Impact aid funding with
area schools has begun.  This is to meet with the
schools to ensure our Anishinaabe students’ needs are
being met with the funds that are received.  There is a
lot of discussion on programming and many other
areas.  Elected officials are included in these meetings
and our education staff, along with School Board
members and relevant staff.  These are critical meet-
ings as our students deserve to have the opportunity to
have the best education that can be provided.

In the Minnesota Indian Gaming Association
(MIGA) meeting we discussed 2024 Legislative
Gaming Issues, Sports Betting, then open discussion
for tribal leadership and MIGA chair.  There is
momentum that sports wagering will be passed this
legislative session.    What tribes are working on is to
find an agreement among stakeholders that leads to
the successful passage of tribally exclusive sports
wagering legislation.  We need to protect and preserve
our work to limit game features that mimic slot
machines.  There is also work to be done on racetracks
as we need to support efforts to rein in the grey areas
that racetracks use for expansion.  There is more to
come on this as more developments arise.  Another
meeting is scheduled for Feb. 6.

Debriefings - an update was given on Path
Finders.  Finance came in and did a short contracting
summary.  It was to explain the processes that they
follow and to make sure we were up to par in what
they do.  Was very informative.

The Creators Place was discussed and we have
found ways that we can support this workforce center.
It is a very good thing for our Pine Point community
and we do not want to see it closed.  Our staff will be
working with them to update on what we have to offer.
Discussion was held on what to do with the old
Naytahwaush clinic, it was brought up to put pro-
gramming in there.  We must get it transferred to us
from IHS first.  A meeting will be set up with IHS offi-
cials, to ensure the process is moving forward.

The meeting with Speaker Melissa Hortman went
well.  Discussion was held on Cannabis Legislation,
sports betting, detox funding and White Earth State
Forest Transfer.

During the RBC meeting with the COLA School
Board, many updates were given, which included
staffing recommendations, ways to increase enroll-
ment, communication with parents, lack of substitute
teachers, and posting of COLA events/activities/pro-
grams in advance. 24-25 School year to begin this
process, having committee meetings, teacher pay
scale, safety training, contracts, budgets and positions.

The MCT Finance Committee was a good meet-
ing.  I also attended the Education/Health and Human
services subcommittee and the Legislative subcom-
mittee meetings.  A lot of information and updates are
given at these meetings.  They can be attended by
members in person or via zoom, all except the Finance
Committee meeting as there is personal information
on members that cannot be disclosed to everyone,
other elected tribal officers can attend though.  

It was my honor to be asked to be a judge for the
White Earth Nations Boys & Girl Clubs Youth of the
Year.  There were two candidates that were inter-
viewed and had to give a small speech - Travis Bevins
and Silas Neeland.  Both young men did well in both
the interview and the speech.  It was a tough decision
for all the judges, but Silas Neeland will represent
White Earth at the State Boys and Girls Club Youth of
the Year event at the state level.  I want to say congrat-
ulations to both and good luck to Silas at the state
level.

Our federal lobbyist gave us updates on the
upcoming NCAI meeting that will be held in
Washington, D.C., on Feb. 12-16.  They also updated
us on meetings with legislatures that they are setting
up, funding package, farm bill and possible changes in
Public Law 280.  

We had a consultation with the Minnesota
Department of Public Safety Commissioner Bob
Jacobson, Tribal Liaison Wendy Spry and MMIP
Office Judy Rudy.  We discussed many issues, includ-
ing priority issues for the White Earth Nation, Deputy
Registrar Agreement – this was only discussion, MN
Crash Website, Department  of Children, Youth and
Families – which is a new department, Juvenile
Justice, Tribal Traffic Safety Summit (April 3 in
Hinkley, Minn.) and the DPS Tribal Consultation pol-
icy.  State tickets given out by Tribal Police was also
discussed, White Earth would like to get half of the
dollars that is taken in by the state when these tickets
are paid.

A Housing Board meeting was held on Jan. 18.
Staff come in and give updates on their departments,
budgets, housing issues, tenant issues and any other
business that is added. 

The Boys & Girls Club met with Behavioral

News From District III Rep. Cheryl ‘Annie’ Jackson

Iron Range AreaIron Range Area
Community CouncilCommunity Council

The Iron Range Area Community Council holds a meeting 
on the second Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the

Greenway Township Hall in Marble, Minn.   The Council 
encourages everyone to attend and get involved.

See Jackson Page 28
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White Earth Council of Elders

By Tim Rindahl, Chairman 
White Earth Nation Council of Elders

With January already over and with the beautiful weather
we have been having, some of us are getting spring fever and
thinking about gardening and spending time outside. This is a
good thing but remember with the early thawing we get ice in
the morning so be careful, it gets really slippery.

Each year we get more and more young elders. I remember
when I first joined I was full of excitement and energy and try-
ing to help where ever I could I still am lol. But all kidding
aside, we have a small group that goes around visiting and
checking in on our elders so if you have spare time on your
hands get out and start visiting and see if they need anything. I
know a lot of this is taking place already and thank you.

Recently, I had the pleasure of helping Sam Crowell in
Ponsford with the food pantry. I had a blast, this helps out the
community and is needed not only in the Ponsford area but all
the villages. Sam has the connections, all we need are some vol-
unteers from their community to see if this works.  Sam has
been doing this for a long time and he does deliveries, even to
White Earth.  Big thanks to Sam.

Remember along with food we need shelter and sometimes
that shelter needs some repairs so if you see your neighbor
struggling with repairs reach out with a little help. It’s karma
and will come back to you and also makes you feel better. A big
thank you to all who make life a little easier for your fellow
neighbors and friends.

We didn’t get much snow this year and that makes spring
cleanup a lot easier. Whenever I see people picking up trash it
makes me proud of them and where I live, let’s chip in and help
make our villages beautiful.

The first meeting is coming up quickly in April so keep an
eye out for time and date. I do know that our first meeting will
be in Ponsford and the board is still working on a time that’s
good so that the Elders that work can attend without missing
time from work.

Be safe and have fun.  Thanks
Tim Rindahl (Chair) 
Sam Crowell (Vice Chairman)
Colleen Blattenbauer (Treasurer)
Monica Perrault (Secretary)

Heart Strong:
Prioritizing your heart health for a better life

By Amy Elfering, Tribal Health RN
White Earth Public Health

February is recognized as Heart Health Month, a
time to raise awareness about heart health and the
importance of caring for your heart.  Your heart is the
most vital organ in your body, pumping blood and
oxygen to all parts of your body.  Taking care of your
heart should be a top priority.  Maintaining heart
health involves making healthy lifestyle choices and
adopting practices that can significantly impact your
health and well-being.

Maintaining a healthy diet is one of the most
effective ways to keep your heart healthy.  You
should incorporate more fruits, vegetables, whole
grains, lean proteins, and healthy fats into your diet
while limiting your intake of processed foods, satu-
rated fats, and added sugars.  Regular exercise is also
crucial for heart health, and it can improve your over-
all health and well-being.  Aim for at least 30 minutes
of moderate exercise, such as brisk walking, cycling,
or swimming, five days a week.  Exercise can help
lower blood pressure, improve cholesterol levels, and
reduce the risk of heart disease.

Stress can also impact your heart health, so it’s
essential to manage it effectively.  Consider practic-
ing relaxation techniques such as meditation, yoga,
or deep breathing exercises to reduce stress levels.
Avoiding smoking is another vital aspect of main-
taining heart health.  Smoking can significantly
increase your risk of heart disease and other health
problems.  Quitting smoking can dramatically
improve your overall health and well-being.

Heart disease is a serious health concern that

affects millions of people worldwide. Recognizing
the signs and symptoms of heart problems is crucial
in preventing heart disease. It’s essential to take
immediate action if you experience any of the com-
mon signs and symptoms related to heart health.

1. Chest pain or discomfort: This is one of the
most common signs of heart problems. Chest pain or
discomfort can be a sign of angina, a heart attack, or
another heart condition. 

2. Shortness of breath: If you experience short-
ness of breath during everyday activities, it can be a
sign of heart disease. This symptom can also be
accompanied by chest pain or discomfort. 

3. Rapid or irregular heartbeat: If you feel like
your heart is racing or fluttering, it could be a sign of
a heart arrhythmia. 

4. Fatigue: Feeling tired or exhausted even after
getting enough rest can be a sign of heart problems. 

5. Dizziness or lightheadedness: Feeling dizzy
or lightheaded can be a sign of low blood pressure or
heart arrhythmia. 

6. Swelling in the legs, ankles, or feet: Swelling
in the lower extremities can be a sign of heart failure,
a condition in which the heart can’t pump enough
blood to meet the body’s needs. If you experience
any of these symptoms, it’s important to speak with
your doctor right away.  Don’t Wait!

Remember, Heart Health Month is a reminder to
prioritize your heart health every day of the year.
Making small changes to your daily routine, can sig-
nificantly impact your heart health.  By making
healthy lifestyle choices and adopting practices that
promote heart health, you can lead a longer, healthier,
and happier life.

1. The most likely spot for water lines to freeze
is where it enters the house/trailer home/building.
Make sure warmer air can reach pipes where water
enters the house/trailer home/building. If you have
heat tape wrapped around your pipes, make sure
it is plugged in.

2. Check around your home for areas where
water supply lines are in unheated areas and take
measures to prevent the flow of cold air in these
areas. Common locations include: basement, crawl
space, attic, garage, and under kitchen and bathroom
cabinets.

3. Determine where your water shut-off valve is
in your house and learn how to use it. For most
homes the shut-off valve is located near the water
meter at the point where the water line comes into
your home, which is usually in your basement. If a
pipe freezes and breaks it will be important to know
where the shut-off valve is located.

4. Keep the thermostat set to the same tempera-
ture both during the day and at night. By temporarily
suspending the use of lower nighttime temperatures,
you may incur a higher heating bill, but you can pre-
vent a much more costly repair job if pipes freeze and
burst.

5. Do not plow or drive over the area where
your water and sewer lines are buried. Doing so
pushes the frost further into the ground, increasing
the risk of freeze ups.

6. Make sure the roof vent is not covered with
snow or blocked. Snow build up over the vent will
cause the sewer drain to slow down. This prevents

the warmer air in the sewer system from venting up
the house and keeping the line above from freezing.

7. Make sure any sewer cleanouts or riser
(white pipes in the yard) are capped so none of the
cold air can enter the sewer system causing a freeze
up.

Please contact the White Earth Water and Sewer
department in the event of your water or sewer sys-
tem freezing at 218-983-3202. The community water
systems will monitor water temperature to prevent
community freeze ups.

Cold weather tips still needed with mild winter

Bakken earns National
Indian Realty award
The 26th Annual National Indian Realty

Awards (NIRA’s) will be held Feb. 26 in Santa
Ana, Calif. The awards will be presented to the
top 20 Indian Land Professionals in the nation
and the top 15 Realty Offices.

Megan Bakken, White Earth Nation Land
Manager, finished in 10th place.

The Indian Land Professional of the Year
will be awarded to Darnell Day of the Shawnee
Field Office. 

Muscogee Nation, Okmulgee, Oklahoma
will receive the award for Indian Land Office of
the year.

The NIRA awards will be presented by Lela
Beckwith, President of ICC Indian Enterprises.
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White Earth DOVE 
addresses stalking, strangulation & sexual assault

The DOVE program (Down On Violence
Everyday), located on the White Earth Reservation,
serves victims of domestic violence crimes including
stalking, strangulation, and sexual assaults.  All are
serious crimes and subject to prosecution under state
laws, and in some cases, federal laws - interstate
stalking in particular. 

DOVE has noted a growing number of these
crimes across the homelands, and the surrounding
area. The work to provide education, safety and
advocacy is ongoing to victims. 

There was a time when these three crimes were
not addressed by law. The first stalking law was
passed in California in 1990. At present, anti-stalking
laws encompass all 50 states but it was a long road to
get to this point. The main objective of the anti-stalk-
ing laws is to intervene in suspected stalking cases
before stalking behavior results in physical harm. 

Anti-stalking laws reflect an understanding that
stalking is fundamentally different from other harass-
ment crimes and offer victims protection from behav-
ior previously unregulated. According to a report to
congress the two most immediate interventions are
arrest and protection orders.

Stalking is defined as intentionally and repeated-
ly following or harassing another person. Minnesota
statute 609.749 prohibits harassing another person by
engaging in conduct that causes a person to feel
frightened, threatened, oppressed, persecuted or
intimidated regardless of the relationship between
the harasser and the person being victimized. 

The federal interstate stalking law under Title 18,
2261A, Stalking, provides penalties and punishments
as follows for “…whoever enters or leaves Indian
Country, with the intent to kill, injure, harass, intim-
idate, or place under surveillance …” with fines and
imprisonment for the person who violates the statute.
Terms include life or any term of imprisonment if
death of the victim results, as well as not more than
20 years if permanent disfigurement or life-threaten-
ing bodily injuries to the victim results; not more
than 10 years if serious bodily injury result or if the
offender uses a dangerous weapon and not more than
5 years if any other case, in a federal prison or mar-
itime and territorial jurisdiction.  

Stalking behaviors by themselves may or may
not be illegal.  It is the context of the behaviors and
the impact they have on the other person that are key.
Are they behaviors or actions not wanted by the other
person? Do they threaten or cause fear? If so, this is
considered stalking. 

Stalking behaviors may also change over time.
Most stalkers engage in multiple tactics to scare their
targeted victim.  In addition to following or surveil-
lance, unwanted letters or cards, there may be
unwanted phone calls, texts or messages that could
be found threatening, due to the victim’s perception
or dependent on what is said. 

However, for a stalking behavior to be classed as
stalking, the victim must fear that he or she, a mem-
ber of immediate family, or partner is at risk of seri-
ous injury or death; show that he or she has suffered
or will suffer significant emotional distress. 

Over time stalking behavior will often escalate.
Damage to property, breaking into the home or car of
the victim, inappropriate approaches or confronta-
tions are common. Hacking into social media,
spreading rumors online and in person, collecting
information via the family members, friends or
coworkers and other people to obtain information

about how to gain access are all examples of stalking.
Physical assaults and sexual assaults are examples of
predatory stalking, which sometimes ends in death.

It is important to document the details of each
stalking incident. Keeping track of dates and times,
what the stalker said or did, when law enforcement
was called (it would be helpful to get the responding
officer’s name or badge number).  Recording how
you felt at the time of the incident is valuable during
prosecution as it shows how the stalking has caused
suffering and significant emotional distress. It will
also help the victim get a civil protection order.
Resources are available at the DOVE office, to help
with documentation, and for civil orders, both Orders
for Protection (OFP) and Harassment Restraining
Orders (HRO).

The difference in the type of order that may be
granted is dependent on whether the stalker is a for-
mer intimate partner (IP) or a stranger. IP stalkers are
more common, and the victim may feel the incidents
are not as urgent or harmful. But they can be.

While stalking is often directed at someone from
a previous or current intimate partner relationship, a
person can also be stalked by former friends, room-
mates, classmates or someone they have occasionally
or never met before, including matches from dating
apps. 

One must take all threats seriously. End all con-
tact. It is crucial for everyone involved to understand
the importance of not appealing to the stalker to stop,
threatening the stalker or retaliating against the
provocation. Call law enforcement for immediate
help. They should be the only ones to confront the
stalker. 

Inform family, friends, and coworkers of the sit-
uation. Doing so alerts them to the significance of
any events they may witness and reduces the chances
of them providing information to the stalker. 

DOVE advocates can file court documents, as
well as research the criminal history of the stalker to
help ascertain the proper course of action. All stalk-
ing cases are different and require an individual
approach.  DOVE can provide support and advocacy
at court hearings, help with relocation, if that
becomes necessary, the cost for replacement of doc-
uments lost during the stalking crime(s), to name a
few of the things DOVE can help with. Call the
DOVE office at 218-983-4656, or  the toll free crisis
line at 1-877-830-DOVE. 

White Earth 
State of the Nation

Thursday, April 4 
Shooting Star Casino

The community is invited to this
annual event. There will be tribal

program information booths and a
lunch will be served.

More details will be in the March
Anishinaabeg Today, White Earth
Facebook, and the White Earth
website at www.whiteearth.com
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THE DOCTOR’S CORNER

Allergic Conjunctivitis
By Justin Bohnsack, Extern
and
David J. Bellware, OD
White Earth Health Center

We are rapidly approaching “Allergy Season.”   According to
the Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America, about 81 million
Americans suffer with seasonal allergies.  Allergies occur when the
body reacts to an offending agent – an allergen.  Allergies can occur
during all four seasons, but they are most common in the spring
when tree pollen returns to the environment. 

It is important to note that there are many different allergens
that can cause a reaction in people.  Some allergens other than
pollen are pet dander, dust, mold, foods, medications and petrole-
um products.  The most common symptoms of allergies include
runny nose, sneezing, coughing, hives, rashes, and itchy, watery,
irritated, red eyes. When the eyes or conjunctiva (the lining of the
front of the eye) is involved; this is called allergic conjunctivitis.

Allergic conjunctivitis is due to the immune system reacting to
an allergen. The immune system produces a reaction to allergens.
An allergen triggers a mast cell to respond by releasing histamine.
The histamine then causes the allergic reaction to occur at the local
tissue sites: For example the conjunctiva of the eye.

Allergic conjunctivitis is a common condition that occurs in
about 30-40% of the population, as described in an article by Shad
Baab and the National Library of Medicine.  In general, allergies
require a prior exposure to an allergen that the body recognizes and
the allergic reaction occurs at a later exposure.  Therefore, allergies
can occur at any time during someone’s life (at any age). 

The most common symptom that can be a key indicator of
allergic conjunctivitis is itchy eyes. There can be a watery dis-
charge that can lead to crusting of the eyes upon waking up in the
morning, and there may also be a stringy, white mucous discharge
found in the eyes. Some other signs and symptoms include swollen
eye lids, redness of the eyes, a burning sensation, and a dry, gritty
sensation that may feel like something is in the eyes.  It is important
to avoid rubbing or itching the eyes as this can lead to the release
of more histamine and a worsening of the inflammation or allergic
reaction.  Rubbing the eyes can also cause mechanical injury to the
eyes, which will complicate or delay improvement of this condi-
tion.

There are many treatment and management options for allergic
conjunctivitis using topical eye drops.  The goal of allergy treat-
ments is to reduce the symptoms involved and to reduce inflamma-
tion.  These treatments can target the effects of histamine on the
“front side” through mast cell stabilization; or on the “back side”
with a histamine blocker (anti-histamine). Your eye doctor can
examine the eyes to verify the presence of allergic conjunctivitis,
and then determine the best course of action based on your symp-
toms.

WE Housing Authority
provides updates on grants, classes, work order system
Michael Heisler, Executive Director
White Earth Housing Authority

Boozhoo White Earth Nation!
I hope you all had a great holidays.
I would like to update you all with what we have

been working on at the White Earth Housing
Authority (WEHA).

As far as staff go we have filled all our mainte-
nance positions and we are looking to better our
operations by getting an updated work order system.
We are also looking into getting tenant preventive
maintenance classes started by the end of February. 

Our tenant service staff will be in each commu-
nity at least once a month to help assist in completing
annual recertifications for those that need assistance.
Times and locations will be updated at another time.
Please watch our Facebook page for times and loca-
tions.

A few grant updates that we have been working
on:

•  FHLB (Federal Home Loan Bank). This

work is focused on exterior/interior remodels in
Elbow Lake and a few homes in Naytahwaush.

•  MHFA (Minnesota Housing Finance Agency)
is getting funds called Stable Housing Organization
Relief Program (SHORPS) which will be geared to
focus on installing new siding and windows for some
of our low rent houses.

•  Healthy Homes. This funding will be geared
to improve our roofing situation starting this summer.

•  ARPA grant will be bringing 12 new homes
in to our communities, there will be four going into
each district.

WEHA is excited to implement these funds to
help improve our tenants living conditions.

Once our software is updated our tenants will
have the ability to complete applications/recertifica-
tions online.

Our monthly meeting minutes will be posted on
our facebook page for the public to view.

I wish everyone well, and have a great month.
Miigwech!

News from the 
Circle Back Program

Starting later this month, the Circle Back Program will be 
moving youth assessments to Direct Access mode 

(assessments same day as requested) for youth Substance 
use Comprehensive Assessments. 

Any treatment services recommended may start the same 
day of receiving the assessment. So parents/guardians need 
to be present at the time of assessment so that all necessary 

paperwork may be signed and completed with proper 
signatures. 

For any questions please contact us at 218-983-4693. 
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Lisa Fabre receives VFW award
Contest recognizes teachers who promote civic responsibility, patriotism

The Veterans of Foreign Wars Department of
Minnesota is proud to announce Lisa Fabre, an ele-
mentary grade teacher at Ogema Elementary as a win-
ner of the Smart/Maher VFW National Citizenship
Education Teacher Award. Lisa was selected from
entries submitted to VFW Posts across the state.

Sponsored by Ogema VFW Post #9880 and its
Auxiliary in Ogema,  Fabre received the award Jan. 13
at the Annual Midwinter Grand Banquet in
Minneapolis.

“We are so appreciative of Lisa and every teacher
who participated in this year’s program. Thier com-
mitment to teach the value of citizenship and patrio-

tism to their students will greatly benefit our commu-
nities as these students grow into involved adults,”
said VFW Department of Minnesota Commander Dan
Meyer.

The VFW Teacher of the Year award program
was enacted in 1999 as a way to identify and recog-
nize America’s best educators who instill a sense of
national pride in students by teaching citizenship edu-
cation topics regularly and promoting America’s his-
tory and traditions effectively. The program continues
to exceed expectations and program administrators
expect the number of participants will continue to
grow each year.

Submitted photo

VFW Commander Dan Meyer presents Lisa Fabre with her award.
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Paid for by Laura Lee Erickson
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White Earth Reservation
Tribal Enrollment Elder Snow Removal Application
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White Earth Congregate Housing has 
immediate openings for 1 bedroom units

* $840/mo and All ages welcome to apply
* Rent includes water, sewer, garbage and heat  

* Tenant is responsible for electric

White Earth Fleet 
Big Tire Sale!

Many different styles and brands

25% Off Tire Cost!

Goodyear, Cooper, Hancook, Falken, Firestone, Toyo, Kumho
White Earth Fleet | 36671 Martin Drive | White Earth Village

218-983-3296
Call for information.  List of tires coming soon to Everyone Email

By Jackie Jacobson
Mental Health Clinical Trainee
White Earth Mental Health

The 2024 year has kicked off with a number of
outreach activities involving White Earth Mental
Health. The program hosted an ASIST workshop for
RBC staff. ASIST is a two-day face-to-face work-
shop where individuals will learn how to prevent sui-
cide by recognizing signs, providing a skilled inter-
vention, and developing a safety plan to keep some-
one alive and safe for that time. Another workshop
took place on Jan. 31 and Feb. 1. 

White Earth Mental Health also collaborated
with Mahnomen Public Schools for their annual
Winter Feast. Participants had the opportunity to
make sugar scrubs to promote engaging in self-care
on a regular basis. Another collaboration occurred
with Public Health at Pine Point School promoting
positive self-talk.  

As the month of February begins, many people

often associate this time of year with Valentine’s Day.
For those that are not in an intimate relationship, this
time of year can lead to feeling of loneliness, despair,
and hopelessness. However, Valentine’s Day can also
be a time to practice self-love, reflect on other mean-
ingful relationships within our lives that bring us joy,
and create our own meaningful traditions.  

Valentine’s Day Self-Care Ideas 
·  Start a new book/finish an old one 
·  Listen to your favorite music 
·  Go out and try something new 
·  Take time out to do something you enjoy 
·  Start a gratitude journal 
·  Practice positive affirmations 
·  Take a social media break 
·  Treat yourself to something nice 
·  Take a long bath 
·  Set an early bedtime so you can get restful sleep
·  Call and check in with a loved one 
·  Forgive yourself for the past 

WE Mental Health promotes self-care ideas

Pride Tribe hosts first-ever drag show at Shooting Star
On Jan. 21, the Pride Tribe of White Earth

Reservation hosted the first ever Grand Drag Show
on White Earth Reservation at the Shooting Star
Hotel and Casino Event Center, 

Eight performers displayed their moves and
unique beauty, four of these performers are Native
American and several grew up here on the White
Earth Reservation. Deja Duvalle, from Leech Lake,
opened the show in Ojibwemowin. 

More than 350 people attended the first event.
The Pride Tribe will be hosting another Drag Show,
as well as other events including education amongst
the community in the future. 

The Pride Tribe is a local organization made up
LGBTQIA+2 and allies, who have come together to
create a more welcoming and understanding commu-
nity for all. Events, education, and inclusivity are the
core values of the Pride Tribe. 

On Dec. 29, 2023, the Pride Tribe was officially
recognized by the White Earth Reservation Business
Committee as an official Tribal Organization. 

The Pride Tribe would like to thank Debwe MC
and DL Area Pride for your support! Thank you to all
of those who came out and attended as history was
made at the first Drag Show!

Photos by Shannon Eck

On Jan. 21, the Pride Tribe of White Earth
Reservation hosted the first ever Grand Drag Show
on the reservation at Shooting Star Casino.
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WE donates for K-9 training

Photo by AmiJo Wadena

The Mii-gii-way-win Advisory Board recently donated $2,000 to
the Becker County Sheriffs office to help with expenses for
adding a new K-9 to their department.  The dog will be used to
track and locate individuals such as lost children, mental health
victims, lost hunters, elderly, and offender fleeing law enforce-
ment.  From left are Secretary-Treasurer Mike LaRoque, Becker
County Sheriff Todd Glander, Mii-gii-way-win Advisory Board
member Ayecia Kemp (presenting check), Deputy Adam Winter,
and Deputy Ben Bruce and his K-9 partner Derman.  Winter grew
up on the reservation and currently resides in Ogema, He will
meet his new dog soon and go through 17 weeks of training
down in the Twin Cities.  Winter is assigned to patrol the reserva-
tion on every shift.

New Year Sobriety Powwow

Photo by Jeff Burnette

The Gaawaabaabiganikaag New Year Sobriety Powwow was
held Dec. 31 and Jan. 1 at the Naytahwaush Sports Complex.
The MC was Frank Stech and the host drum was Lake
Vermillion.  The event was sponsored by the White Earth RBC
and White Earth Behavioral Health.

Submitted photo

Motorcycle club donates $$$ to Rez boxing youth

Debwe MC White Earth recently donated a check for $1,000 to the White Earth Nation Boxing Club for
equipment, supplies and fees.  Club president Lew Murray presented the check and said the club was
proud to support community youth.

Paul’s Passion held a rummage sale and free
dog/cat food giveaway on Jan. 27 at the Gizhiigin
Building in Mahnomen.  The money raised from the
rummage will be used by Paul’s Passion to help ani-
mals on the White Earth Reservation.  

Paul’s Passion partners with programs to help
bring pet food to the community at no cost to com-
munity members.

They transport stray, abandoned, or animals that
people are no longer able to care for to animal orga-
nizations throughout Minnesota.

The group also provides education for communi-

ty members through Facebook, by hosting events in
the community, and one-on-one with community
members.  

In August 2020, Paul Hutchinson passed away.
Paul helped so many animals of the reservation and
by doing so sparked so many other people’s need to
help as well.  This was the program’s way of honor-
ing his legacy.  

They have forged partnerships with animal con-
trol and animal organizations off the White Earth
Reservation that help us with their efforts in the com-
munity.  

Submitted photo

Paul’s Passion dedicated to helping animals on Rez

Members of Paul’s Passion from left are Cindy, Courtney, Lisa and Penny.  The photo on the table is Paul
Hutchinson who passed away in 2020.
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Preparing wild rice for USDA

Photos by Tracy Goodwin

By Char Lee
White Earth Urban Community Council

The White Earth Urban Community Council
held a New Years party for White Earth Urban fami-
lies on Dec. 30, 2023, at the Minnesota Chippewa
Tribe Building in Minneapolis.

Even though the weather was colder than we had
hoped, there were many in attendance to enjoy the
delicious food, drawings and always a big hit, was a
variety of music/karaoke by Matthew Shun (Book of
Matthew Entertainment).  White Earth does have tal-

ented members that did sing.
We were all blessed with Ogima Benaise

(Mattias Bigbear), 7 years old, who shared his amaz-
ing abilities in hoop dancing.   As you see in the pic-
ture below, he had many hoops that he maneuvered
in and out of.  Ogima is an enrolled member of White
Earth.  Chii-miigwech for blessing us on this day.

Chii-miigwech to the Mii-Gii-Way-Win
Advisory Board for their monetary donation for this
event.

Many blessings to all for the New Year from the
White Earth Urban Community Council.

Photo by Laura Lee Erickson

Urban members welcome new year with gathering

Thanks to a successful wild rice harvest, the White Earth RBC
approved to sell 60,000 pounds to the United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA). The rice was taken down to Aitkin, Minn.,
to be packaged, boxed and palletized per the USDA contract.
The rice will then be sent to Kansas and Idaho were Food
Commodity programs can order the rice.

The White Earth Urban Community Council held a
New Years party for White Earth urban families on
Dec. 30, 2023, at the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe
Building in Minneapolis.

Photos by Char Lee
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Are you that person that has a lot of heart for 
children and looking to start a business? 

See what Child Care Licensing has to offer YOU!

Just Call and we will come for a visit to HELP answer your questions.
Contact Kim at 218-983-3285 x1215 or email

Kim.Lage@whiteearth-nsn.gov
White Earth Child Care Licensing for the White Earth Reservation

1.6(A) Judging Qualifications
Each Band governing body will be the sole judge

of the constitutional qualifications of its voters and
may, by official action, delegate this responsibility to
its General Reservation Election Board.
1.6 (B) Eligibility to Vote: Generally

Eligible voters are enrolled members of the Tribe,
18 years of age or over. All Eligible voters shall vote
by secret ballot. To be eligible to cast a ballot a voter
must meet all constitutional requirements. In addition,
to be eligible to cast a vote for Committeeperson, a
voter must have resided within that district for at least
thirty (30) days immediately preceding the election,
unless the voter casts an absentee ballot as permitted
by this Ordinance. 
1.6 (C) Eligibility to Vote: Absentee

Whenever, due to absence from the reservation,
illness or physical disability, an eligible voter is not
able to vote at the polls and notifies the General

Election Board consistent with this Ordinance, he/she
will be entitled to vote by absentee ballot in the man-
ner and under the procedures as provided by Section
2.2(B). To cast an absentee ballot for
Committeeperson, an eligible voter must have resided
within that district for a period of at least thirty (30)
days as his/her last reservation residence. In the event
an eligible voter has never resided on the reservation
of his/her enrollment, he/she must declare in his/her
request which district has been selected in which to
cast the ballot for Committeeperson. If an eligible
does not and has not previously designated a district,
that eligible voter may cast an absentee ballot that
includes only the at-large positions up for election.
Once a voter has resided in or declared a district, the
voter may not thereafter change his/her district for
absentee voting purposes without actually residing
within a different district on his/her reservation of
enrollment for at least thirty (30) consecutive days
immediately preceding the election. 

Voting eligibly for White Earth Primary Election

John Alan Gordon, 34, of rural Waubun was sen-
tenced Jan. 3 in Wadena County to 80 months in
prison for 1st degree Drug Sales.

On Sept. 20, 2022, at the direction of the White
Earth Police Department, a traffic stop was conduct-
ed by the Wadena County Sheriff’s Office on a vehi-
cle driven by Gordon. During the investigation of the
traffic stop approximately 362 grams of Fentanyl
was seized.

The Fentanyl seized from Gordon was sent to
the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension’s
Lab. The lab concluded that the Fentanyl was mixed
with Xylazine.

Fentanyl mixed with Xylazine is also known as
“Tranq.” Xylazine is a non-opioid animal tranquiliz-
er. Naloxone (Narcan) does not reverse an overdose
of Xylazine. Due to Xylazine being mixed with
Fentanyl and other opiates when someone is over-
dosing on “Tranq,” they should still be given
Naloxone.

White Earth was assisted by the Paul Bunyan

Drug Task Force, Headwaters Safe Trails Task Force,
West Central Drug and Violent Crime Task Force,
Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension,
Becker County Sheriff’s Office, Mahnomen County
Sheriff’s Office, Wadena County Sheriff’s Office,
Wadena County Attorney’s Office, and the United
States Attorney’s Office. 

The White Earth Police Department would like
to thank their partnering agencies for their assistance.

Multiple individuals were arrested and are pend-
ing trial/sentencing as a result of this case.

If you would like to speak to someone about
receiving help, please contact WEPD or White Earth
Behavioral Health.

The WEPD encourages the public to utilize our
dispatch center and our tip lines to report criminal
activity in their communities.

Anyone with information about any ongoing
case or narcotics trafficking can contact the White
Earth Police Department at 218-983-3281.

WE Police help take ‘tranq’ dealer off the streets

The Northern Sun Intercollegiate Conference
recently announced its 2024 NSIC Myles Brand All-
Academic with Distinction Award winners with 16
student-athletes from Bemidji State University (BSU)
earning the award.

One of the BSU students named was Abby
Syverson, a White Earth Nation descendant.  Her par-
ents are Dana Syverson and the late Ryan Syverson
from Pelican Rapids, Minn., and her grandparents are
Ed and Barbara Syverson from Waubun, and Colette
and Mike Kemper from Mahnomen. Abby is on the
Track and Field team and she is a senior majoring in
Elementary Education.

The 15th annual all-academic award is bestowed
to NSIC student-athletes with a cumulative grade
point average of 3.75 or higher, are exhausting their
eligibility and are on track to graduate (student-ath-
letes can only earn the award once).

“I am filled with pride on how our student-ath-
letes in the NSIC continue to excel in the classroom,
in the community and on the playing field. These are
characteristics in which Dr. Myles Brand emphasized.
I am extremely proud of all these student-athletes for
their devotion to their universities, the NSIC and to

their personal academic
and athletic goals. I have
no doubt these student-
athletes will continue to
achieve success in life
well beyond the class-
room and the competi-
tion venues,” said Lind.

Dr. Myles N. Brand,
visionary leader, educa-
tor and reformer, served
as the President of the
National Collegiate
Athletic Association
(NCAA) from 2003-
2009.  He  presided over passage of the most compre-
hensive academic reform package for intercollegiate
athletics in recent history – a package that refocused
the attention of student-athletes, coaches and adminis-
trators on the education of student-athletes. 

Brand also changed the national dialog on college
sports to emphasize the educational value of athletics
participation and the integration of intercollegiate ath-
letics with the academic mission of higher education. 

Syverson named All-Academic with Distinction Award winner

Abby Syverson
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Obituaries

RikkiLyn Marie Koppang
RikkiLyn Koppang, 54, of Mahnomen, died Jan. 3 at her home.
RikkiLyn Marie Lund was born Sept. 4, 1969, in St. Paul, Minn., to Harry and Denise

(LaDoux) Lund. Rikki attended school in St. Paul before transferring to Fargo South High
School, Fargo, N.D., where she proudly graduated with the class
of 1987. Following graduation, she kept busy working in house-
keeping and other occupations. 

Fate intervened when Rikki met the love of her life, Kevin
Koppang, and they had an instant connection. After several years
of dating, the couple were married in April 2012. Initially residing
in Fargo, they later moved to Mahnomen in 2019.

Rikki was known for her kindness, often welcoming stray cats
and dogs into her home, offering them warmth, love, and care.
This kindness extended into the community as she was always
willing to give to others in need. She truly had a heart of gold. 

Her interests included ancestry and family history, and she
expressed her creative side through beadwork, crafting beautiful keepsakes for family and
friends. Rikki's home was a sanctuary where she enjoyed cooking, baking, and relaxing
with her pets while watching TV. Family was a priority for Rikki, and she loved her hus-
band and family wholeheartedly. Her life was marked by simple joys, a compassionate
spirit, and a strong connection with those she cared about.

Rikki is survived by her husband of 11 years, Kevin Koppang; daughter, Briana
Oslowski; grandchildren, Kevin and Jax; father, Harry Lund Sr.; mother, Denise (Bernie)
Deichert; brothers, Harry Lund, Jr. and Blaine Deichert; sisters, Gail Madson and Crystal;
brother-in-law, Rodney Koppang; and sister-in-law, Tammy (Kevin) Shower. 

She was preceded in death by a daughter, Kayla Marie Lund. 
Funeral services were held Jan. 9 at Anderson Family Funeral Home in Mahnomen.
Arrangements: Anderson Family Funeral Home. 
Online: www.andersonfamilyfh.com

Sherlene (Tootsie) Elizabeth Warren
Sherlene (Tootsie) Elizabeth Warren, 86, died on Jan. 2 at the Havenwood Nursing

Home in Bemidji, Minn.  She was born on May 1, 1937, in White Earth.  She was the
daughter of Lioba Cogger.

Sherlene Warren (Fairbanks) married to Warren (Dude) Warren celebrated 62 years of
marriage together.  They had six children: David Warren of Bemidji, Terri Boyer (Dale

Boyer) of Callaway, Beverly Warren of Bemidji, Michael Warren of
White Earth, and Debra Warren of Bemidji.  She had 13 grandchil-
dren, 10 great grandchildren and two great-great grandchildren; and
nieces and nephews.  She also has a sister, Verenda Cogger from
Toledo, Ohio.

Sherlene (Tootsie) worked as a Certified Nurse Assistant at the
St. Mary’s Hospital and at the Emmanuel Nursing Home in Detroit
Lakes, Minn., a job that she dearly enjoyed helping people.  She
loved living on White Earth Lake and liked watching the wildlife
on the lake and around her home.  She liked to have coffee in the
mornings on her deck and enjoyed family gatherings over the holi-
days and all the laughter and funny stories we all shared. She so

enjoyed her grand-children and great-grandchildren and her great-great grandchildren.  She
liked to go to bingo and to the Shooting Star Casino and do some gambling. She liked to
go shopping.  But most of all she just enjoyed it when her family would come to visit.  

In addition to her mother, (Lioba Cogger), she was preceded in death by her husband,
Warren (Dude) Warren; son, Thomas Warren Sr.; grandson, David King; sisters, Lucetta
Doepke and Annette Johnson; and brothers, Richard Fairbanks and Ronald Cogger.

A service of remembrance was held Jan. 5 at St. Benedict Catholic Church in White
Earth.

Interment: Calvary Cemetery in White Earth.
Arrangements: David-Donehower Funeral Home of Detroit Lakes
Online: wwwdaviddonehower.com

Wesley Robert LaFriniere
Wesley LaFriniere, 50, of Bejou, died Jan. 11 at his home under the loving care of his

family and Hospice of the Red River Valley.
Wesley Robert LaFriniere was born Aug. 6, 1973, in St. Paul, Minn., to Edith

LaFriniere and Wesley Neeland Sr. After briefly living in St. Paul,
Minneapolis, Mahnomen, Roy Lake, at The Ranch, and Pine
Bend, the family settled in Bejou. Wes graduated from Mahnomen
High School in 1992. He then worked alongside his mom, Edith,
at the Shooting Star Casino as a blackjack dealer and a slot tech-
nician. Wes was also a welder and really enjoyed that career until
an accident ended his welding days. His last job was spent work-
ing with his longtime friends, Ben and Brandon Bendickson at
Northern Quality Sheetrock.

Wes was an avid hunter and fisherman. In his spare time, you
would often find him on the shoreline fishing. He shared this pas-
sion with his best friend and brother-in-law, Tim Spahr. They

caught many sharks and stingrays in the San Francisco Bay, where he lived for a few
years. If Wes wasn't hunting or fishing, you would find him gaming on his computer. He
built a large inventory in World of Warcraft during his 20+ years playing and was very
proud of that. 

Wes had a love of football, which starting in high school when he played for the
Mahnomen Indians football championship team. It wasn't hard to figure out who his
favorite professional team was as Wes wore purple and yellow most of the year. Like all
the other Viking fans, he held onto the hope that they would someday be Superbowl cham-
pions. 

Wes is survived by his children: Dalton Benson of Erskine, Minn., Raven Jensen of
Fargo, N.D., and Aurora Prior of Portland, Ore.; grandsons, Lukas and Elijah Prior; sis-
ters: Bernadette Spahr of Bejou, Neomonie LaFriniere of Duluth, Minn., Angel (John)
Saeland of Bemidji, Minn., Tabitha (Brandon) Kielas of the Twin Cities area, Sonja
Neeland also of the Twin Cities area and Annie Lyons; brothers: Daniel (Robin) Nefzger
of Watertown, S.D., Terrance (Kim) Nefzger of Moorhead, Minn., and Aaron Neeland of
the Twin Cities area; as well as many nieces and nephews. Wes also had a special place in
his heart for his grandnephew, Dakotah Jr.

He was preceded in death his parents: Edith and Ron Nefzger, and Wesley Neeland
Sr; his grandparents; as well as several aunts and uncles.

A family-led Celebration of Life was held Jan. 20 at the Bejou Community Center.  
Arrangements: Anderson Family Funeral Home of Mahnomen. 
Online: www.andersonfamilyfh.com

Patricia Ann Little
Patricia Ann Little passed away gently in her sleep on Oct. 2, 2023. She was 91 years

old. 
Pat was born March 16, 1932, in Cloquet, Minn., to James B. and Mary Ann “Coonie”

(Monroe) Sweet. Pat was an enrolled member of the Mississippi Band Chippewa tribe. She
lived with her family at Nisswa and Cass Lake, Minn., until attending school at St.
Benedict’s Mission in White Earth, and Flandreau Indian School in Flandreau, S.D. After

her marriage to Russ, Pat settled with her husband and children in
Britt, Minn., for a period of time. In 1963, they moved to
Wisconsin, and eventually made the St. Croix Falls area their per-
manent home.

Pat was a devoted mother, proud grandmother and beloved
auntie to many children, whether by blood or by heart. She enjoyed
inviting others into her home, so her younger relatives enjoyed their
summer vacations in the country. In the winter, Pat loved to sew,
crochet, and put jigsaw puzzles together. She was always delighted
to play board games or a game of cards, especially with her grand-
children. Pat also enjoyed holiday gatherings where she could help
prepare a proper feast for all. She will be truly missed by her family,

friends and neighbors. May the loving arms of the Creator embrace them all.
She is survived her daughter, Denise; son, Raymond; and daughter-in-law, Cindy.

Grandma Pat was also so very proud of her grandsons: Damon and Vaughn, Sean, Shannon,
and Shane Tretsven; and her great-grandchildren: Natawhis, Jasmine, Bazile, Sophia,
Emma, Larry, Clarry, and Yelhsa. She also had three great-great children: José, Juana, and
Dean. Pat also leaves behind her faithful companion, Garfield the Cat.

Pat was predeceased by her parents, Mary Ann (Monroe) Sweet and James Big Bear
Sweet; brothers: Raymond, Bernard, James, George (“Bud”), and baby brothers, Bernard
Arthur and George Henry (both also named “Tum-Ah-Dee”). She was also predeceased by
her husband, Russell E. Little, and her daughter, Carol Ann.

In lieu of flowers or gifts, family, relatives, and community friends may make a tribute
donation to the Dementia Society of America. Her friends and relatives will remember and
celebrate her life at a gathering in Spring 2024. Her family will post a public notice and on
social media.

The family would like to acknowledge the loving care and attention that was provided
by her caregivers at St. Croix Hospice, the Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in Frederic,
Wis., the Osceola Medical Center, and Regents Hospital in St. Paul, Minn. We would like
to especially thank Drs. Potek and Belisle. Your kindness will always be remembered.

You are invited to leave condolences, memories, and photos at www.rowefh.com.
Arrangements are entrusted to Rowe Funeral Home in Luck, Wis.
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Obituaries

Ross Thomas Dodd Jr.
Ross Thomas Dodd Jr., loving dad, son, brother, and uncle passed away Jan. 18 at the

age of 43 in his home. 
Ross Jr. was born on April 4, 1980, in Detroit Lakes, Minn., to Ross Sr. and Lola

(Libby) Dodd. Ross was raised in the Strawberry Lake Community on the White Earth
Reservation with his five siblings and extended family. 

On Oct. 22, 2006, Ross and Tina Bosch welcomed their bril-
liant son Carson Thomas Dodd into the world! Carson is Ross’s
greatest blessings and accomplishment in his time here on earth,
there is nothing that made him more proud or happy than being
Carson’s dad. 

Ross loved the outdoors, this love started as a young man
hunting with his dad Ross Sr., his brother Matthew and mom Lola,
along with his best buddy Peter Thompson Jr. and his dad Peter Sr.
Ross also LOVED fishing, whether it was casting offshore with
his uncle Milton, on the boat with his dad, Matthew, Caleb, Tim,
Chris or whoever was wanting to cast a line or drill a hole. 

If you knew Ross you wouldn’t be surprised to see greasy hands as he was always fix-
ing something, cars, dirt bikes, snowmobiles … anything with a motor and ALWAYS will-
ing to turn a wrench to help a friend or family member with their car or frozen pipes or
leaky roof, pull a well pump – he was your guy. There wasn’t anything he couldn’t do or
figure out.  He was our own “MacGyver.” Ross was one of the most generous people I
knew, he would give you the shirt off his back if he thought you needed it. 

This is just a tiny glimpse of the amazing person Ross was, the beautiful soul and spir-
it that dwelled in human form that we are going to miss every moment of every day and
see in every sunrise and sunset. We praise God that we were a part of his life, to love him
to laugh with him to hug him in the hard times as Ross persevered many storms in his life,
it goes without saying that the trials and tribulations Ross endured also touched many
lives, in many different places and walks of life. I know Ross would want to say to his
brothers out there to find themselves before it’s too late and to love your kids and families
and know that there isn’t anything greater than the love of family.

Ross will be deeply missed and mourned by his dad, Ross Sr.; son, Carson; brother,
Matthew; sisters: Mary, Heather, and Holly; nieces: Anna, Lola, Brandi, Kylie, Heidi,
Brianna, Haley, and Lily; nephew, Caleb; and many aunts, uncles, and cousins.

Ross was preceded in death by his sweet mom, Lola; older sister, Jenise; and precious
niece, Annabell.

Blessed be the memory of Ross.
A funeral service was held Jan. 23 at the White Earth Community Center.
Arrangements: David-Donehower Funeral Home of Detroit Lakes.
Online: www.daviddonehower.com

White Earth Nation has a Facebook page!
Visit us for the latest updates

www.facebook.com/WhiteEarthNation

Randy Scott
Randy Scott, 65, of Naytahwaush, passed away Jan. 19 at his home surrounded by fam-

ily after a two-year battle of pancreatic cancer.
He was born on June 1, 1958, in White Earth, to Elmer and Glendora (Bellanger) Scott.

Randy attended school in Naytahwaush and proudly graduated from Mahnomen High
School. He furthered his education at the Detroit Lakes
Vocational Technical College, where he earned a degree in
electrical technology. He worked odd jobs that included elec-
trical and leeching. He dedicated over eight years of his life to
the American Crystal Sugar Company before transitioning to a
role as a security guard at the Shooting Star Casino when it
opened. 

During this time, he met and married Carol Wright, later
divorcing as they went their separate ways. Randy worked at
Bagley Lumber for a period of time before working for the

White Earth Nation in building maintenance, finally retiring in May 2023 after 10+ years
of service. Randy shared the last six years of his life with Teresa Harper.

Throughout his life, Randy exhibited a deep commitment to community service.
Known for going above and beyond, he willingly extended a helping hand to neighbors,
friends, and fellow community members. Randy’s pride was evident in his efforts to beau-
tify Naytahwaush—whether cleaning up litter, mowing grass in the Village, or engaging in
various community projects. In his leisure time, Randy enjoyed cruising around with his
loyal furry companion, Blaze, reconnecting with friends, and testing his luck at the casino
and slot machines. His warm presence and dedication made him an invaluable member of
our community, and his absence will be felt by all who knew him.

Randy is survived by step-daughters, Tia (Tony) Wadena and Sophia Wright; 21 grand-
children; five great-grandchildren; sisters: Lorna Nelson of Rogers, Minn., Jean Clark,
Sandy Scott and Betty Scott all of Naytahwaush; and numerous nieces and nephews.

Randy was preceded in death by his parents; son, Brandon McArthur Sr.; step-daugh-
ter, Misty Wright; grandchildren, Brandon McArthur Jr. and Kylee McArthur; sister,
Yvonne Kaste; and nephew, Patrick Scott Sr.

Services were held Jan. 24 at the White Earth Sports Complex.
Arrangements: Anderson Family Funeral Home of Mahnomen.
Online: www.andersonfamilyfh.com

Noah Jackson Bevins
Noah Jackson Bevins, beloved son of Kayla Bevins and Gary W. Jackson, was born

sleeping at Sanford Medical Center in Bemidji, Minn. Although his time here on Earth was
not long enough, Noah’s family is grateful for the brief moment they were given with him.

Noah is survived by his loving parents, Kayla Bevins and Gary Jackson; siblings:
Raila, Nikolai and Trayton; maternal grandparents, Gary
Bevins Jr., and Priscilla Bevins; paternal grandfather, Gary
Anderson; aunts and uncles: Kenny, Nick, Tammy, Kailene,
Timothy, Miranda, Tiana, and Joseph; great aunts, Becky and
Tina; great uncles: Chris, Duane, and Joe; and many extended
family members. 

Noah was welcomed into heaven by his paternal grand-
mother, Debra Ann Jackson; great-grandpas, Gary Bevins Sr.
and Franklin H. “Cowboy” Jackson Sr.; great-grandmothers,

Jacqueline Jackson and Susan Jackson; uncle, Jamie Bevins Jr.; great aunt, Christie
Jackson; as well as other beloved family members. 

Funeral services for Noah were held Jan. 19 at St. Columba Episcopal Church in
White Earth. 

Interment: Calvary Cemetery in White Earth at a later date.
Arrangements: Anderson Family Funeral Home of Mahnomen.
Online: www.andersonfamilyfh.com
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You can reach the Anishinaabeg Today
at today@whiteearth-nsn.gov

Sommers from Page 5

*Licensed in Minnesota and White Earth Tribal Courts

Fergus Falls
218-736-5673

Permit from Page 2

Shooting Star Casino Mahnomen Renovation
Shooting Star Casino has been approved for

upgrades, with ongoing construction focusing on
enhancements to Section 5. This includes the intro-
duction of more dining choices, a renovated bar, and
an upgraded gaming floor featuring both slot
machines and card tables. 

These improvements are aimed at enhancing this
section and optimizing traffic flow throughout our
main gaming area. Additionally, we are thrilled to
announce the upcoming addition of a VIP lounge and

an indoor smoking room, catering to the preferences
of our guests.

Contacts
Eugene Sommers
Email: Eugene.Sommers@whiteearth-nsn.gov
Office Phone: 218-983-3285, Ext. 5921
Cell Phone: 218-396-9502
Christopher Vanwert Jr
Christopher.Vanwert@whiteearth-nsn.gov
Cell Phone: 218-850-2533

resent most White Earth Tribal Services Divisions.
•  Anybody collecting any kind of group data,

facts, about White Earth—citizen’s lives, health,
families, and even their survey opinions, White Earth
resources, culture, language, family stories, or spiri-
tuality—must contact the RRB and ask if they need a
research permit.

•  Having a permit from an outside academic,
corporate, or government IRB—Institutional Review
Board—does not authorize research on Gaa-
waabaabiganikaag unless the researchers also have a
White Earth research permit.

•  The research team has to have a White Earth
Tribal Services Division Director as a sponsor of the
research, in advance of any research permit being
granted.

•  If the RRB, after permit request review, agrees
that a permit is necessary then the researchers have to
apply for one.  They must explain their plan, how
they will protect Gaa-waabaabiganikaag during the
research, that their past record proves they walk their
talk of respectful, ethical research, and that they have
taken and passed a research ethics class.

•  The RRB then reviews all the application
materials, meets to discuss the request, and either
grants a permit or declines to grant one.

•  Permits are for one year, and the research team
has to send in regular reports on what they are doing,
how it is going, any problems, and a final report.
One-year renewals are possible for long research pro-
jects.

•  Any research papers, classes, seminars, or
video conferences using research data from White
Earth have to be ok’ed in advance by the RRB.  If the
researchers go ahead and publish or air a hurtful
report, the Tribal Government can protest, and can
take legal action.

•  The RRB, on behalf of all White Earth citizens
and the White Earth Government, owns copies of all
the original research data—made anonymous so no
specific White Earth citizen can be identified from
the data—and gets to keep the data in a White Earth
research archive.

•  White Earth Nation gives the researchers cred-
it for their original research; but White Earth Nation
can use the original data as it needs to for benefit to
the White Earth citizens, resources, culture, history,
language, and spirituality—such as doing teaching or
applying for grants.

•  White Earth department employees doing rou-
tine quality improvement research—for example, the
White Earth Reservation Ambulance Service,
WERAS, asking community members for ideas on
how the ambulance service can do a better job of
helping Gaa-waabaabiganikaag families—don’t usu-
ally need a research permit.  But departments are
encouraged to check with the RRB to be sure they
don’t need a permit for department quality improve-
ment studies. 

•  The RRB has a White Earth Tribal website that
contains a FAQ and all necessary application forms.

Why not just ignore the whole White Earth
research permit thing and go rogue?  Because bad
research can keep hurting Anishinaabeg the same
ways that 500 years of past intergenerational traumas
have hurt all Native Nation people.  The Gaa-
waabaabiganikaag Tribal Government has supported
the Research Code and the Research Review Board
ever since Terry T’s administration.  

Mino-ayaa, it is good to protect White Earth
from unfair, inaccurate, hurtful research; and to stop
the wounding.  Please contact the RRB, by emailing
any of the members, if you plan to do any research
project on Gaa-waabaabiganikaag.  We do our best to
keep Gaa-waabaabiganikaag Anishinaabe citizens,
resources, and cultural truths safe.   Miigwech.  Mii-
I’iw.  Gakina Indinawemaaganag. 

WE Urban Office
The White Earth Urban Office is located at 

1730 Clifton Place, Suite 100 in Minneapolis. 

612-813-1590
Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
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RREMINDEREMINDER!!
Howah Ads are $5 with a

picture or $4 without. 
All payments must 

be made in advance.
No exceptions

Howah Ads

Happy Heavenly Birthday
~ Paige Brown / Feb. 5th

~ Shiann Coleman / Feb. 4th
~ Esperanza Kier / Feb. 16th

Miss You Ladies  
Love - Tiff

Happy 9th Birthday 
to my Darling 

ESIBAN-IKWE ATHENA ALEX
Feb. 3rd

Happy Birthday 
to my fishing guide!

From
your

Hunny

Feb. 
26

Happy 30th
Birthday Son

Justin Finch
We love you 

so much! 

love mom, dad 
all the family

February 7th

Benjamin 
Jesse Sullivan

20 years old 
02/13/2004

Happy Birthday son!

Love,
Mom, Khaos, Alissa 

and Ruth-Ann

You can reach the AT at today@whiteearth-nsn.gov

Happy 15th Birthday 

Hanna T.
Love,

Papa, grandma,
Mom - Melanie, 

Eevi, Ella and Weston

February 12th

Happy 8th Birthday

Eevi

Love,
Papa, grandma, 

Mom - Melanie, uncle Joe,
Ella, Emani, Westion and

Hanna

February 28th

Happy Birthday
to my

Beautiful Wife

Delia
“Boog” 

Bellanger

Your loving husband

February 8, 1966

Happy 3rd Birthday
We love you!

Grand-
mom, 
Dom, 

Leigha,
Daycion

Happy
11th

Birthday
to 
my 

beautiful
grandcub 
Amelia

Happy Birthday 
Bob

Love, Mom

Happy Birthday to my 
beautiful sister 
Lisa Kvas

Feb. 4th

Happy Heavenly Birthday
Gramma Marge! 

Love, Josie, Gabby and boys 
February 13th

Did You Know...
You can read current and

past issues of the
Anishinaabeg Today online at
www.whiteearth.com for free!  

The online issues feature
more color and you can read

them right away when the
paper comes out on the 

first Wednesday 
morning of each month.
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Jackson from Page 6 2024 Election Calendar2024 Election Calendar
Jan. 8:  Last day for a sitting RTC member to give notice of resigna-
tion to file for vacated RTC seat.
Jan. 11:  Election Announcement
Jan. 12:  8 a.m. - Opening of period for filing for office
Jan. 22:  Close of filing period
Jan. 31:  Selection of Election Court of Appeals Judge 
(For certification of candidate)
Feb. 12:  Deadline for Notice of Certifications to TEC
Feb. 14:  Challenge certification or non-certification to MCT by 4:30
p.m. on the second business day following receipt of certification.
Feb. 15:  Deadline for appointment of Election Boards.
Feb. 15:  Deadline for appointment of Election Contest Judge and
alternate Election Contest Judge.
Feb. 16:  Complete record of all documents related to challenge sub-
mit to Minnesota Chippewa Tribe by 4:30 p.m.
Feb. 20:  Answer to challenge from the person whose certification is
being challenged to the MCT by 4:30 p.m.
Feb. 22:  Deadline for the Decision of certification or non-certification
by Tribal Court of Appeals
Feb. 23:  Notice of Primary Election and Posting
Feb. 28:  TEC provides ballots for Primary Election
March 29:  Notify MCT on choice of appellate forum
April 2:  Primary Election
(Polling place open from 8 a.m. until 8 p.m.)
April 3: General Reservation Election Board certifies Primary
Results. (Prior to 8 p.m.)
April 4: General Reservation Election Board publishes Primary
Results.
April 5: Deadline for Request for Recount. (Filed with General
Election Board prior to 5 p.m.)
April 5: Deadline to Post Regular Election Notice without Primary.
April 9: 4:30 p.m. - Deadline for Contest of Primary Election. (Filed
with Reservation Election Judge and Executive Director of the
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe).
April 10:  Deadline for Decision on Request for Recount and Results
of Recount, if allowed. (If allowed or 8th or 9th if earlier request)
April 19:  Deadline for Decision on Contest 
April 22: 4:30 p.m. - Deadline for Appeal to Court of Election
Appeals.  Filed with the Executive Director of the Minnesota
Chippewa Tribe and with Reservation Tribunal rendering Decision.
(Or within 3 days of decision on Contest)
April 24:  Record of Contest forwarded to Court of Election Appels.
(At least 2 days prior to the hearing date)
April 29: Last Day for Hearing on Appeal. (Hearing within 7 days of
appeal)
May 9:  Last Day for Decision on Appeal.  (10 days from hearing on
appeal).
May 10: Notice of General Election (or earlier if no appeal)
May 10:  TEC provides ballots for General Election (or earlier if no
appeal)
June 11:  General Election 
(Polling Places open from 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.) 

Health on funding and other issues.  I was able to
attend some of the meeting. My issues are a B&G
Club in Callaway and getting Elbow Lake Club ren-
ovated and opened for the children.  

We still need some applicants for the Elbow
Lake Club, so please, if you are interested then
apply and make sure you mention your parental
duties as those are requirements that we all seem to
forget we have.  Callaway will be getting a club; we
have to look at what the community wants and a
timeline.  For all of us, the sooner the better.  Watch
for updates on this please.

The Gaming Commission meets once a month.
We get updates and updates from Backgrounds and
Licensing, Compliance, Surveillance and if there
are any issues.  

The RBC quarterly meeting was held on Jan.
26 and as usual many things were discussed.  This
can be viewed on the White Earth Nation YouTube
page if you weren’t able to attend the meeting.
There were some computer difficulties and we do
apologize for that.  In the future, these problems
should be taken care of.

A few of us joined in on an informational meet-
ing with Minnesota Housing Finance.  They gave
updates on many RFP opportunities.  Hopefully we
can apply and receive some grants for our members.
They also give a lot of support to the tribes when
grants are submitted, that is so awesome.

Representative Eugene Sommers and I met
with Finance and Land on Elders Tiny Homes.  We
are excited as District II and III will be getting
some.  We do have to find the land and they will be
placed in one area.  Pine Point will also be included.
There is still more information needed and we will
update as soon as we can.

I hope everyone is enjoying our warm weather.
Get out and get some fresh air - does the body, mind
and soul good!

As usual my love to all and extra ((hugs)) and
prayers that may need them.

Until next month…
Respectfully,

Cheryl “Annie” Jackson
“Noodinance”

District III Representative
218-401-0238

Funding will help White Earth Tribal and Community
College and other tribal institutions support students

ST. PAUL — The Minnesota Office of Higher
Education has announced recipients of 2024
Emergency Assistance for Postsecondary Students
grant funding. Over $900,000 in EAPS funding will
help White Earth and nine other Minnesota tribal and
private, nonprofit institutions provide campus-run
emergency assistance support to students.

“The cost of attending college is more than
tuition and fees,” OHE Commissioner Dennis Olson
said. “When students experience unexpected emer-
gency situations, this funding ensures they have the
support necessary to stay enrolled in their degree
program and focus on their number one priority:
learning.”

Students can apply to receive up to $1,500 for
rent payments, utilities, groceries, transportation or
other basic needs.

Since the program's inception, the number of
colleges seeking EAPS funding has grown each year.
During the 2023 legislative session, Gov. Tim Walz's
historic Higher Education Omnibus Bill secured $1

million over the 2024-25 biennium to expand the
EAPS program, while increasing the maximum
annual award amount to $75,000 per institution.

Many lower-income students lack financial sup-
port or family resources to meet unexpected expens-
es while attending college. Support provided to stu-
dents through EAPS-supported emergency grant
programs is meant to provide “just-in-time funds” to
overcome a personal financial crisis, so that students
no longer have to choose between paying an unex-
pectedly large bill and staying in college.

EAPS allows institutions to create or supple-
ment their own institutional emergency grant pro-
grams, while taking a holistic and community-based
approach to support students.

The increased funding helps to offset the recent
expiration of the Higher Education Emergency
Relief Fund federal grant, enacted due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, as well as inflation and rising
housing costs, and is projected to assist an additional
1,400 students at awarded institutions.
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Chairman from Page 3

to finalize a co-stewardship agreement and negotiat-
ing for increased federal funding to support a larger
conservation and management role for the White
Earth Department of Natural Resources in the
Refuge. Over the coming year, we will also continue
productive conversations with Congress regarding
return of Refuge lands to be held in trust for the
Band. We are making rapid progress on multiple
fronts and look forward to a future visit from
Secretary Haaland celebrating our efforts and the
Band’s commitment to protecting treaty rights and

treaty resources in the Tamarac National Wildlife
Refuge. 

Baamaapii wiingezin.
Miigwech bizindawiyeg. 
Gigawaabamininim naagaj.
Take it easy.
Thank you for listening to me.
See you all later. 

Chairman Michael Fairbanks

In Anishinaabe Songs for a New Millennium,
Marcie R. Rendon summons her ancestors’ songs,
and her poem-songs evoke the world still unfolding
around us, reflecting our place in time for future gen-
erations. Bringing memory to life, the senses to atten-
tion, she breaks the boundaries that time would
impose, carrying the Anishinaabe way of life forward
in the world.

About the Author 
Marcie R. Rendon, White Earth Ojibwe, was

included on Oprah Winfrey’s 2020 list of 31 Native
American authors to read. She has written numerous
works of fiction and nonfiction, including the Cash
Blackbear mystery series, the third volume of which,
Sinister Graves, was a 2023 Minnesota Book Award
finalist. In 2020, she received Minnesota’s McKnight
Distinguished Artist Award, and in 2017, with poet
Diego Vazquez, she received the Loft Spoken Word
Immersion Fellowship for their work with incarcerat-
ed women in the county jail system.

Praise for Rendon Book
“This collection undoubtedly sings through and

for generations to come! These powerful poems ask
us to trust the wind to catch and carry our songs and
prayers. Through each page, Marcie R. Rendon
guides us to radically dream a future of strength and
reminds us that ‘Win or lose, there’s dancing to be
done.’” — Tanaya Winder, author of Words Like
Love

“Marcie Rendon is tired, too. But not too tired to
do the hard labor of loving other human beings, and
the earth, and the songs of her ancestors. As a fellow
poet from the Phillips neighborhood of Minneapolis,
I could say that this collection is essential to the com-
plicated song that is Minnesota, and that would be
true, but also everyone, everywhere, needs to spend
time with this book and find their own way to sing
along with it or sit quietly and listen deeply to its

songs.” — Bao Phi, author of A Different Pond and
Thousand Star Hotel

For more information, visit the book’s webpage:
https:/ /www.upress.umn.edu/book-division/
books/anishinaabe-songs-for-a-new-millennium 

Anishinaabe Songs for a New Millennium
By Marcie R. Rendon
University of Minnesota Press
88 pages | June 25, 2024 
ISBN 978-1-5179-1743-2 | paperback | $16.95

White Earth enrollee 
pens newly released book highlighting Anishinaabe songs
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Accepting Bids

Thank You

Car For Sale

The White Earth LTCC program is accepting bids for
a ramp to be done at an individual home located on the
White Earth Reservation. 

Construction must be performed by a Minnesota
licensed contractor and per MN State Code. All contrac-
tors must pass both White Earth RBC background and
drug testing.  Modifications must follow State guidelines,
including cost effectiveness. Payment will be made in full
after final inspection, review of receipts, and approval of
completed job.  Bid specifications and locations are avail-
able at the White Earth Tribal Health Building, 26246
Crane Road, White Earth, MN 56591.  

All BIDS submitted MUST include a diagram/blueprint
of the proposed project and a list of materials, labor,
equipment, etc. or they will be considered incomplete and
will not be accepted. Due to client confidentiality the bid
description must be picked up in person at the White
Earth Tribal Health Building.  We are open Monday-Friday
8:00am-4:30pm.  Bids will be accepted until 4:30pm on
2/28/24. 

Contact Carolyn Cossette at 218-983-3286 Ext. 1372

Eagle View Township 
Eagle View Township will hold its annual 

meeting on March 12, 2024, at 7 p.m. in the
Elbow Lake Community Center, 39944 N. 

Elbow Lake Drive.

Gail Gardner, Clerk
Eagle View Township

I would like to extend a huge thank you to White Earth
Animal Control and the Ogema Fire Department for rescu-
ing a large dog who went through the ice on a swamp
across from my house on Saturday, Jan. 20.  After hearing
the dog bark and whine for an hour or so I determined that
it was in the same spot but I could not see it and thought
perhaps he got caught in a trap so I called dispatch and they
sent out Animal Control who got the dog out of the water.
Fortunately they knew who the dog belonged to and the
family came down and got the dog.

Again thank you!

Mary Walk

1993 Mercury Grand Prix, 117,000 miles.  New tires,
brakes, oil, plugs, antifreeze.  No rust.  $6,000 OBO.  218-
694-3268. Serious call only. 

Pine Point 
Community Council
Winter Culture Camp

Saturday, February 10
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Pine Point Community Center

Tobacco Making - Karen Jones
Shirt Making - Katie Robbins
Beading - Nikki Dewey
Moccasin Making - Mike Swan
Teas and Salves - Terri LaDuke
Belts - Neegonee Brunner
Snowshoe Making - TBD
Storytelling - TBD
Hand Drum Making - TBD

Lunch will be served
No drugs or alcohol
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IN NEED OF SEPTIC PUMPING?
If you need your sewer system pumped call 
the White Earth Water & Sewer Department

at 218-983-3202
Tribal Enrolled Elders (55 & older) - $25

Tribal Enrolled Members (54 & younger) - $80
Non-enrollees (any age) - $115
White Earth Businesses - $115
Other Businesses - $120

(You must live on the White Earth Reservation)

Attention New Homeowners 
& Existing Homeowners

If you are in need of a Well and Sewer System for your
house/ trailer home you can contact White Earth Water
& Sewer for an application as we receive grants.

Requirements to qualify for the grants are:
* Tribal Enrolled member

* Reside on the White Earth Reservation
* Show proof of land (Land Deed/Tribal Land 
agreement) and proof of homeownership

* 18 years of age or older
* Must have electricity, heat source, and interior

plumbing to the home
* Income verification 

(some existing home owners grants require) 
Contact us at 218-983-3202

You can reach the newspaper at today@whiteearth-nsn.gov
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WE Tribal 4-H Cultural Winter Camp 

Submitted photos
The 8th Annual White Earth Tribal 4-H Cultural Winter Camp was
held Jan. 20-21 at the White Earth Rediscovery Center. Activities
included fishing, traditional art and/or crafts (for all ages), lan-
guage, storytelling, games, food, and winter fun.  This event was
a collaboration between the White Earth Tribal 4-H program,
White Earth Nation Tribal Public Health, and White Earth Tribal
and Community College Extension Service.

ST. PAUL, Minn. – A piece of hockey history is
now part of the collections of the Minnesota
Historical Society. MNHS purchased a goalie mask
designed by Mdewakanton Dakota artist Cole
Redhorse Taylor and worn by Marc-André Fleury
during warmups of the Minnesota Wild’s Native
American Heritage Night in November 2023.

Wild goaltender Marc-André Fleury wore the
mask to honor his wife, Véronique Larosee Fleury,
who is an Indigenous person of Canada. MNHS pur-
chased the mask at auction for $35,100, with the
money raised supporting the Minnesota Wild
Foundation and the American Indian Family Center.

“This mask is at the intersection of contempo-
rary Native arts, sports memorabilia, and current dis-
courses on the tension between sports and politics,”
said Angelica Maier, curator of 3D objects at MNHS.
“Bringing the mask into the MNHS collections will
further our ongoing effort to bring forward, tell, and
preserve Minnesota’s stories.”

Cole Redhorse Taylor served as a Native
American-Artist-in-Residence (NAAIR) in 2014.

The nationally renowned program, run by MNHS’s
Native American Initiatives Department, engages
with Native people and nations throughout the state,
ensuring Native voices, stories, and histories are
addressed in MNHS’s work.

“Cole is a valued partner of the work that we do
with Native American Initiatives and across MNHS,”
said Dr. Amber Annis, director of Native American
Initiatives at the Minnesota Historical Society. “This
contemporary piece is representative of the unique
histories here within Minnesota and the importance
of representation of Dakota art, language, stories,
sports, and how they connect to Minnesota history.”

About the Minnesota Historical Society
The Minnesota Historical Society is a non-profit

educational and cultural institution established in
1849. MNHS collects, preserves and tells the story of
Minnesota’s past through museum exhibits, libraries
and collections, historic sites, educational programs,
and book publishing. Using the power of history to
transform lives, MNHS preserves our past, shares
our state’s stories, and connects people with history.

Goalie mask designed by Native artist and worn
by Minnesota Wild goaltender acquired by MNHS

Photo courtesy of the Minnesota Historical Society
Mdewakanton Dakota artist Cole Redhorse Taylor (left) designed a Native-theme goalie mask for Marc-
André Fleury. Fleury wore the mask during warmups at the Minnesota Wild’s Native American Heritage
Night in November 2023.  Also pictured is Angelica Maier of the Minnesota Historical Society.  She is the
curator of 3D objects.


