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Men’s
Night Out

Men’s Night Out was
held Feb. 5 at the
Shooting Star Casino
in Mahnomen. The
Manoomin Singers
opened the event and
the guest speaker was
Dr. Michael Bishop,
PA-C with the
Naytahwaush clinic.
He spoke on men’s
health from a young
teen up through the
senior years. The
event was sponsored
by the White Earth
Nation Tribal Public
Health.
Photo by Gary W. Padrta

White Earth welcomes Yellowstone bull
By Jack Heisler
Bison Foreman
White Earth Nation

On Nov. 26, staff from the White
Earth Nation Division of Natural
Resources (WENDNR), Behavioral
Health, and the Ag Department conducted
the first buffalo (bison and buffalo used
interchangeably) harvest. They were
assisted by a staff member from B&T
Meats in Waubun. It was a relatively cold
day, but everything went very well. Food
was prepared to honor the Buffalo sacri-
fice, and the Behavioral Health
Department and the Cultural Division con-
ducted the ceremony (song and prayer).

We received the ground bison after
processing by B & T Meats in mid-
December. The Ag Department partnered
with the Elderly Nutrition Program (ENP)
to get some of the meat out to our tribal
members. On Dec. 23, staff from the Ag
and Fisheries Departments delivered 453
packages of ground bison to ENP in White
Earth, eventually being delivered to the
elders on their routes. We also received a
request from the New Year’s Sobriety
Powwow and provided them with 40
pounds of ground bison for a feast.

On Jan. 20-21 the Ag Dept staff met
the InterTribal Buffalo Council trailer
coming from Fort Peck, Mont., with a load
of 10, 3-4-year-old Yellowstone bulls. It
was bitterly cold as we unloaded our bull,
and then helped Grand Portage Tribe load
their two bulls onto their trailer. The
remaining seven stayed on the trailer for
transport to Prairie Island. 

The Yellowstone herd is a very
sought-after herd, and we are very pleased
to have been given this opportunity to have
this bull to start our inaugural herd. We
hope to see the first White Earth Nation
calf born in Spring 2026.

Currently, there are six bison at the
Spence pasture located between
Naytahwaush and Makonce. This includes
four heifers and two bulls to begin our
inaugural breeding herd.  The remaining
13 harvest animals are located at our feed-
ing and harvesting operation in
Mahnomen.

As WENDNR Ag Dept moves for-Photo by Jack Heisler

See Bison Page 10A newly acquired bull from Yellowstone

Gone Fish’n
1,082 anglers gather on North Twin Lake

By Jessica Johnson
WE Natural Resources Director

The 5th Annual White Earth Nation Ice
Fish’n Derby was held Feb. 8 on North Twin
Lake in Naytahwaush. The event was a great
success, surpassing attendance records thus
far with 1,082 attendees. Of that total, 612
were adults and 470 were under 18 years
old. 

A delicious meal of chili and frybread
was provided by the Elbow Lake
Community Council. There was warm hot
chocolate and coffee, as well as snacks pro-
vided by White Earth Public Health.  Men’s
Acute Care team handled the fish weigh-ins. 

The Community Service Officers had a

total of 250 youth bring a fish in to redeem
for Kids Cash, and a $10 bill was received
with many big smiles! Both youth and adults
received a numbered wristband at registra-
tion that entered their wristband number into
drawings for 30 youth prizes and 32 adult
prizes. 

The tournament consisted of five differ-
ent fish categories: Walleye, Northern,
Crappie, Bass and Sunfish. For each catego-
ry, there were prizes 1-5, for a total of 25
prizes to be won. Anyone who brought in a
fish to register was entered into a drawing
for one of the 5 prizes in that category. We
also had beautiful plaques made to give to
the registrant of the largest fish for each cat-

Photos by Bruce Starkey

Above: Isabella Brunette caught the
largest sunfish. Upper right: Rene Keezer
won an Ice Castle fish house. See Fish Page 15
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BIA launches Operation Spirit Return to help solve
Indian Country missing and unidentified person cases

WASHINGTON – The Bureau of Indian Affairs
recently announced that the Office of Justice Services has
launched Operation Spirit Return, an initiative to help solve
missing and unidentified person cases involving American
Indians and Alaska Natives in the United States.

The initiative is being conducted by the BIA’s Missing
and Murdered Unit to identify unknown human remains
located within or close to Indian Country and are believed
to belong to either American Indian or Alaska Native per-
sons. The operation will focus on reuniting remains with
family members and returning them to their tribal commu-
nities. The unit is actively investigating 15 unidentified per-
sons cases from its regions, including Alaska.

“The crisis of American Indians and Alaska Natives
gone missing or who have been murdered, but whose cases
remained unsolved, has been decades in the making, and
we are committed to ending it,” said Bryan Mercier, direc-
tor of the BIA exercising the delegated authority of the
Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs “Thanks to the BIA
Missing and Murdered Unit and its partners, our Operation
Spirit Return initiative will help return missing relatives to
their families, so that they can be comforted knowing their
loved ones have come home.”

“Each member of the Missing and Murdered Unit is
dedicated to combatting the Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Persons crisis,” said BIA Deputy Bureau
Director for Justice Services Richard “Glen” Melville.
“With our partners in federal law enforcement and the
genetic research community, we are striving to make a
meaningful impact for the tribal families and communities
who have been left for years with unanswered questions
about those who went missing. Operation Spirit Return’s
focus is on identifying these victims and sending them
home, and we are actively engaged in achieving that
result.” 

The Missing and Murdered Unit is collaborating with

the federal database NamUs, the National Missing and
Unidentified Persons System, and the Texas-based compa-
ny Othram, which utilizes forensic genetic genealogy to
identify human remains.

The Missing and Murdered Unit began as the Cold
Case task force, part of Operation Lady Justice, a multi-
agency effort established in 2019 to enhance the operation
of the criminal justice system and address the staggering
number of missing and murdered American Indian and
Alaska Natives in tribal communities.

Peggy Flanagan 
hopes to be the first Native woman in US Senate

By Jourdan Bennett-Begaye
ICT News

WASHINGTON — It’s official: Minnesota Lt. Gov.
Peggy Flanagan is running for the U.S. Senate.

Flanagan announced her decision and officially
launched her campaign on social media on Feb. 20, one
week after indicating her interest to run when current Sen.
Tina Smith said she would not seek reelection.

The lieutenant governor wrote in her formal announce-
ment that a Native woman has never won a U.S. Senate
seat.

“I believe we can change that,” she said.
Flanagan, White Earth Nation, is currently the highest-

ranking Native woman in an executive office across the
country.

“Growing up, my family relied on government assis-
tance programs like Section 8 and free and reduced lunch
— even though my mom worked full-time in healthcare,”
Flanagan said in the statement.

“My lived experience has informed my belief that we
should wrap our arms around our neighbors in need,” she
said. “That’s why on the school board, in the state house,
and as lieutenant governor, I’ve championed kitchen-table
issues like raising the minimum wage, paid family and
medical leave, and free school meals.”

Democrat Paulette Jordan, Coeur d’Alene, gave a try at
becoming the first Native American woman as a U.S.

Senator in 2020 when she ran against incumbent Jim Risch,
Republican, in Idaho. She was unsuccessful.

Oklahoma Republican Sen. Markwayne Mullin,
Cherokee, is the second Native American man to serve in
the U.S. Senate. Former Colorado Sen. Ben Nighthorse
Campbell, Northern Cheyenne, served two terms after
becoming the first Native American to be elected to the
U.S. Senate.

Flanagan has served as the state’s 50th lieutenant gov-
ernor alongside Gov. Tim Walz since 2019. She helped cre-
ate the Minnesota Missing and Murdered Indigenous
Relatives Office, a first for the country.

Many others are considering running for the seat,
including Democrats Walz, U.S. Rep Ilhan Omar, and U.S.
Rep. Angie Craig. According to Axios, Royce White and
Adam Schwarze, both Republicans, are also expected to
run.

If Flanagan won the seat, she would join a group of
four Native American congressional members: Mullin;
Oklahoma Republican Rep. Tom Cole, Chickasaw Nation;
Kansas Democratic Rep. Sharice Davids, Ho�Chunk; and
Oklahoma Republican Rep. Josh Brecheen, Choctaw.

Deb Haaland, Laguna Pueblo, kicked off her run for
New Mexico’s Governor on Feb. 11, noting that she would
be the first Native American woman governor in the nation
as well if elected.

Both the Minnesota and New Mexico gubernatorial
elections are Nov. 3, 2026.
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News From Chairman Michael Fairbanks
Aaniin Boozhoo Gaa-waabaabiganikaag

Niminwendam Waabaminaan! 
Aaniish inaa akawe ninga-gaagiizomaag aadi-

zookaanag.
Weweni-sago-na
Greetings White Earth Nation I am Happy to See

You! 
It is already March!
Everyone Be Safe, Stay Safe, Mask Up.
Another story of Onaabani-Giizis (March Moon)
In the time long ago, the Ojibwe people lived

closely with the cycles of the moon. Each month, they
looked to the sky for guidance and wisdom, and each
moon carried with it a story that shaped their lives.
The moon of March was called Onaabani-Giizis, or
the “Snow Crusted Moon,” and it held an important
place in our hearts.

As winter began to fade and the snow began to
melt, the earth started to warm, and the trees prepared
for the return of life. The Onaabani-Giizis, the March
moon, was the time when the sap of the maple trees
would begin to flow on into early April. The elders
told the children that this was a sacred time, for it was
the moment when the trees gave their sweetness to the
people, to nourish them after the long, harsh winter.

One of the most cherished stories of Onaabani-
Giizis was that of the Great Spirit and the Maple Tree.
It is said that the Maple Tree was once a proud and tall
tree, full of strength and life. However, it lacked some-
thing that all the other trees had — the gift of sweet-
ness. The Maple Tree asked the Great Spirit for help,
wanting to offer the people something to show its grat-
itude.

The Great Spirit, in turn, smiled and told the
Maple Tree that its sweetness would not come in the
form of fruit or flowers, but in its sap. “When the time
is right,” said the Great Spirit, “you will give your
sweet gift to the people, and they will thank you by
using it to sustain themselves through the coldest
months of winter.”

As the Great Spirit spoke, the wind blew and the
snow began to melt. The first hints of spring warmth
touched the earth. And true to the Great Spirit’s words,
when the moon of March arrived, the Maple Tree
began to weep its sap, and the people gathered it to

make syrup and sugar. This sweet offering helped
them regain their strength and prepare for the seasons
ahead.

The people of the Ojibwe tribe celebrated the
coming of Onaabani-Giizis each year with joy, know-
ing that the Maple Tree’s gift would give them the
energy to continue living with balance and respect for
the entire natural world. The moon reminded them
that even after the hardest times, new life and sweet-
ness would always return.

And so, as the March moon rises, the Ojibwe peo-
ple remember the gift of the Maple Tree, the wisdom
of the Great Spirit, and the sweetness that the earth
provides when we are most in need. 

In closing I hope everyone can visit an
iskigamizigan maple syrup and sugar camp at least for
an hour. Just getting out there is a blessing and healing
to us all as we participate in our ancestors traditions
passed down to us this very day. 

Baamaapii wiingezin.
Miigwech bizindawiyeg. 
Gigawaabamininim naagaj. 
Take it easy.
Thank you for listening to me.
See you all later. 

Chairman Michael Fairbanks

In need of septic pumping
If you need your sewer system pumped call the White 
Earth Water and Sewer Department at 218-935-6276.

Tribal Enrolled Elder (55 years of age or older) - $25
Tribal Enrolled Member (54 years or younger) - $80
White Earth Business - $115
Non-enrollee (any age) - $185
Businesses - $225

(You must reside on the White Earth Reservation)
Courtesy photo

Congratulations to
Naytahwaush
Community Charter
School 3rd grader
Karen Wadena for
asking Gov. Tim
Walz to recognize
3rd graders with
their own special
day.
Gov. Walz, by official
Proclamation,
named March 3 as
“Third Graders Day”
in Minnesota.
Chairman Michael
Fairbanks 
congratulates Karen
during a celebration
on Monday, March 3
at the NCCS gym.
For more information
turn to Page 28.
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News From Secretary-Treasurer Michael J. LaRoque
Greetings White Earth Members,
As we welcome the arrival of spring, I am filled

with excitement for the season ahead. The longer
days and warming temperatures signal the start of a
vibrant time for our community, including the much-
anticipated Pow-Wow season. 

I am honored to provide you with this monthly
report from the Secretary-Treasurer’s Office. My
report includes the following key updates:

• Tribal Healthcare Sovereignty: I attended a
Health Board Education Session to help White Earth
prepare for taking over all healthcare programs and
services from the federal government, Indian Health
Services (IHS). The process, known as Tribal 638,
empowers us to take control of healthcare delivery
for our members. By exercising our sovereignty and
managing all healthcare services locally, we can
improve quality care, tailor services to our communi-
ty’s needs, and make decisions that best serve our
people without federal oversight.

• Enrollment Amendment: During January’s
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe quarterly meeting. The
Tribal Executive Committee passed an enrollment
Amendment, which allows each Minnesota
Chippewa Tribe to make independent decisions
regarding other Minnesota Chippewa blood eligibili-
ty.

• Legislative Bonding for Community
Centers: February was an important month for dis-
cussing our legislative priorities for bonding bills to
develop three new community centers in
Naytahwaush, Mahnomen, and Elbow Lake or
Callaway. These centers will serve as hubs for our
youth, elders, and local community, providing spaces
for education, cultural activities, wellness programs,
and social gatherings.

• Cannabis Compacting: I attended weekly
cannabis compacting sessions with the State of
Minnesota regarding off-reservation cannabis dis-

pensaries. The cannabis compacts between
Minnesota and tribal nations, including White Earth,
will allow us to operate dispensaries beyond reserva-
tion lands. 

These agreements enhance our tribal sovereign-
ty, generate revenue, create jobs, and support eco-
nomic growth. We are opening a dispensary in
Moorhead and St. Cloud and are exploring additional
locations to be at the forefront of this industry across
Minnesota.

As spring arrives, bringing with it outdoor activ-
ities, I eagerly anticipate the celebrations and the
chance to engage with our members this season. I am
grateful to the members of the White Earth Nation
for appointing me as Secretary-Treasurer. Serving
our Nation is an honor, and I am dedicated to advanc-
ing our priorities and improving people’s lives.

Miigwech!

Michael J. LaRoque
Secretary-Treasurer, White Earth Nation

Fish house removal 
deadline draws near

The White Earth Conservation Law Enforcement Officers would
like to remind all Tribal members that unoccupied fish houses
and shelters must be removed from the ice by Monday, March
17 by 11:59 p.m.
Failure to comply with this regulation is a violation of the White
Earth Conservation Code and may result in the fish house/shel-
ter being confiscated or destroyed and the owner being cited
into White Earth Tribal Court. Remember the importance of ice
safety and be careful when on the ice.

An Indigenous medical student at the U is sewing
ribbon skirts to foster community in the program
By Chandra Colvin
Minnesota Public Radio News

Every evening Dannah Nephew sits in her living
room, alongside a small table with her sewing
machine. Fabric and ribbons in a variety of colors
drape across her lap. Between her part-time job and
full-time studies, she works diligently to create rib-
bon skirts for Native American students entering
medical school at the University of Minnesota. 

“I’m thinking about who would be wearing this
ribbon skirt and what colors they might like,” she
said.  

Nephew is Ojibwe from the White Earth Nation.
As a third-year student in the program, she wants to
help upcoming Native American students feel wel-
come in an industry she says has a complicated his-
tory with tribal communities.  

“The reason why I wanted to make these ribbon
skirts is to help other students have that reconnection
with their cultural identity, reconnection with them-
selves and feeling like they belong.” 

Ribbon skirts are traditional articles of hand-
made clothing, often representing a symbol of
resilience. Made from fabric adorned with ribbon
designs, the skirts are typically worn during tradi-
tional ceremonies or celebratory gatherings in tribal

communities. 
Any incoming Native medical student will be

able to request a ribbon skirt. 
Nephew’s project is funded by the John Song

Student Awards through the university’s Center for
the Art of Medicine. The awards allow current med-
ical students to pursue projects that are a blend of
community service and artistic creation. 

Dr. Anthony Williams is the associate director
for the center. He says engaging in art can be a break
from the intensity of medical training, providing a
chance for students to reconnect with their creativity. 

“Having a creative outlet that also serves the
community can maintain a sense of personal fulfill-
ment,” he said. 

Past awards have funded a range of projects,
including podcasts centered around race and identity,
program creations at youth shelters and a children’s
book to teach about neurodiversity. 

“Creativity, creative outlets, the humanities, has
a larger role in the practice of medicine in terms of
helping us connect with our patients, helping us con-
nect with our communities, and reducing the stress
and burnout that's associated with our profession,”
Williams said, emphasizing the reinforcement of

See Sewing Page 5



Rez Briefs
Waubun School Forest Information

The Waubun School Forest Ski Hut will be open daylight hours
on weekends and school holidays as long as there is snow on the
trails. There are cross country skis, snowshoes and sleds for you to
use. There is no charge. Come Sunday afternoons for help getting
started. Located at 2541 State Hwy 113. Call 218-473-2575 for
more information.  See our facebook page - Waubun School Forest
Information for updates.

White Earth Urban Office
White Earth Urban Office is located at 1730 Clifton Place,

Suite 100, in Minneapolis. The phone number is 612-813-1590 and
the office is open Monday to Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Anishinaabeg Today Readers
Please let us know if you recently moved, or have moved in the

past few years so we can cancel your old address.  Many papers
are still being sent to old addresses! Call the Anishinaabeg
Today at 218-935-3569 or email today@whiteearth-nsn.gov.
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Wild Rice Electric Cooperative donates $2,500 to
Elbow-Tulaby Lake Volunteer Fire Department

Wild Rice Electric Cooperative is proud to sup-
port the Elbow-Tulaby Lake Volunteer Fire
Department with a $2,500 donation through the
cooperative’s Operation Round Up program. This
funding will enhance the department’s emergency
response capabilities by providing essential safety
and medical equipment.

With this contribution, the department will pur-
chase a choking victim suction device, along with
majestic fire hoods, gas masks, and first aid kits for
all 11 firefighters who dedicate their time and service
to protecting the community. 

“We are grateful for the continued support from
Wild Rice Electric Cooperative and its members,”
said Paul Gerving, Chief of the Elbow-Tulaby Lake
Volunteer Fire Department. “This donation allows us
to equip our firefighters with life-saving gear that is
lighter and more mobile, making it easier for each
individual to carry essential equipment and respond
effectively to emergencies.”

Operation Round Up is a community-driven pro-
gram that allows Wild Rice Electric Cooperative
members to round up their monthly electric bills to
the nearest dollar. These small contributions, when
pooled together, make a significant impact by fund-
ing local organizations and initiatives that strengthen
the community.

“Supporting our local first responders is an
essential part of our mission to give back to the com-
munities we serve,” said Tommy Houdek, Director of
Member Services and Communications at Wild Rice
Electric Cooperative. “We are honored to assist the

Elbow-Tulaby Lake Volunteer Fire Department in
acquiring the equipment they need to continue serv-
ing our members and communities.”

For more information about Wild Rice Electric
Cooperative and the Operation Round Up program,
visit www.wildriceelectric.com or call 800-244-
5709.

Submitted photo

Rick Morris, Operation Round Up Trust Board
Member, left, presents a $2,500 check to 2nd
Lieutenant Jacob Folstrom with the Elbow-Tulaby
Lakes Fire Department.

identity within underrepresented communities. 
During Nephew’s undergraduate degree at the

Duluth campus, she found community in an on-cam-
pus organization of Native students. She says she
immersed herself in cultural activities, including rib-
bon skirt making. 

“I’ve found that sewing, painting and beading
make me feel grounded and whole, and like myself
again. It’s almost like patching up a wound on your
arm. It’s that Band-Aid,” Nephew said. “I can sit
here and focus and do something constructive and
beautiful.” 

Nephew is currently working on a skirt that she
says can represent a student’s journey through their
schooling: yellow fabric, patterned with small
daisies and hues of green and white satin ribbons
layered on top. She says the colors replicate those of
the robes one receives when graduating from med-
ical school. 

“To whoever receives this, it could mean so
many things for them,” Nephew said. She chooses
colors that could have varying meanings. While the
yellow and green ribbon skirt can represent gradua-
tion, it can also mean something as simple as being
in nature.   

Her goal is to make at least 25 skirts by May.
Nephew’s hope is that her ribbon skirts will wel-
come incoming students for the next three to five
years. 

“Finding community right away, instead of hav-
ing to look for it, I think really can start off your
journey in medical school in a good way, and really
encapsulate ‘mino-bimaadiziwin,’” she said, mean-
ing “living the good life” in the Ojibwe language. 

Sewing from Page 4
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Aaniin Anishinaabe. As we move forward into
March, I want to take a moment to update you on the
work happening within our tribe through the month of
February. 

With the arrival of a new administration in D.C.,
change is inevitable. The ongoing shifts within
Washington’s leadership could have impacts on our
tribal communities and throughout Minnesota. We
have been hearing about tariffs that could drive up the
cost of food, proposed healthcare funding cuts, educa-
tion cuts impacting our schools. Our leadership and
staff are closely monitoring the situation to stay
informed about any developments that may affect our
rights, resources, and overall well-being. We are com-
mitted to advocating for the best interests of our people
and we will take swift and decisive action as necessary
to safeguard and protect our community and our
future. 

February Updates
2-5 I had the privilege of attending the Minnesota

State High School League Academic, Arts, and
Athletics Award banquet at the Shooting Star Casino
Event Center. This event recognizes seniors who have
achieved excellence in the classroom, in athletics, and
in fine arts activities such as theatre, speech, music, or
debate. Two students from Waubun and two students
from Mahnomen were nominated. Congratulations to
all of our local students who were honored for their
hard work and accomplishments!

2-6 Every Thursday, tribal leaders join a call with
staff from the office of the Minnesota Governor and
representatives from various state agencies to engage
in important discussions on a wide range of topics
including climate pollution control, funding opportuni-
ties, new staff and/or programs, upcoming events, etc.
These regular meetings serve as a platform for collab-
oration, where key issues impacting our communi-
ties—such as policy changes, resource management
and legislative matters—are addressed. By having
open communication, these discussions help ensure
that the voices and concerns of our tribal communities
are heard and considered in state decision-making.
These ongoing dialogues are essential for building
stronger partnerships and advocating for the needs and
interests of our people.

2-8 The White Earth Nation held its 5th Annual
Fishing Derby at North Twin Lake, and it was truly
heartwarming to see so many adults and youth partici-
pating in this derby. The first 500 youth to arrive were
given a gift at admission and each of the first 500 kids
to catch a fish received $10 cash for their first fish
entered into the competition. In addition, door prize
drawing were held for registered attendees. This annu-
al event serves as a wonderful opportunity for our
community to come together, enjoy the outdoors and
create lasting memories.

2-11 I attended the City of Callaway public meet-
ing to stay informed on community matters; however,
I had to depart early. During the cold weather snap, a
water main break occurred but the City responded
quickly and was able to repair it in a timely manner.  It
was announced that the Callaway Firefighters Banquet
will be held March 8 at the Callaway Community
Center. Discussion about the need for Boys and Girls
facility. The other building was demolished.  

2-13White Earth staff recently traveled to Duluth
to offer tribal members the opportunity to obtain tribal
IDs and purchase wild rice. I had the privilege of join-
ing them in Duluth to support this important initiative
and meet with constituents in the area. The weather
was exceptionally cold with temperatures dropping
well below freezing, reaching sub-zero levels. The
White Earth Duluth office provides services including
dedicated spaces for both the White Earth Indian Child

Welfare staff and White Earth mental health providers.
These efforts are part of our ongoing commitment to
making essential services more accessible to our mem-
bers, ensuring that we are present in the communities
where our people live and work.

2-14 The White Earth Council of Elders along
with Tribal Health organized Valentine’s Bingo evens
throughout the White Earth Elder Nutrition Program
(ENP) sites across the reservation, where a King and
Queen were crowned in each village. I had the privi-
lege of attending briefly at the White Earth ENP site,
where I was able to join in the festivities with our cher-
ished elders. These events are a wonderful way to
honor and connect with our community while creating
memories.

2-18 Tribal leaders traveled to the Minneapolis to
attend the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe Legislative
Dinner, an event hosted by the Minnesota Chippewa
Tribe each year. Representatives from the 11
Minnesota tribes were invited to participate, alongside
Minnesota legislators, business owners and communi-
ty leaders. This event provides a valuable opportunity
for tribal leaders to connect directly with lawmakers
and local officials, fostering meaningful discussions
about funding, policy initiatives and potential collabo-
rations. This is an opportunity for building stronger
relationships and working together to address the
needs of our communities, ensuring that our voices are
heard and our priorities are shared in the legislative
process.

2-28 The regular RBC monthly meeting took
place at the Shooting Star Casino Event Center, where
tribal leaders convened to review and discuss various
agenda items. These included the meeting minutes,
MCT Data request forms submitted by different
departments and the appointment of a judge to the
MCT Election Court of Appeals Judge to handle
appeals related to the special elections being held at the
Fond du Lac and Bois Forte Reservations.
Additionally, the consent agenda was approved with
changes.

I want to take a moment to acknowledge all of our
employees that work tirelessly behind the scenes
ensuring that essential services are delivered and that
people’s needs are met. Every department, every pro-
gram and every initiative stands as a testament to the
hard work, passion and perseverance of these individ-
uals. From health and education to resource manage-
ment and cultural preservation, our tribal employees
are at the forefront of every effort to uplift and
strengthen our community. Their commitment goes far
beyond the 8-to-4:30 workday. They are the ones who
respond to emergencies, guide vital programs and
make decisions that directly impact the well-being of

News From District 3 Rep. Laura Lee Erickson

See Erickson Page 25

Valleyview Commons
Valleyview Commons in Mahnomen has 

immediate openings for 1 bedroom units for 
persons 62 and older or with a verified disability.
Rent is based on 30% of your adjusted monthly
income calculated per HUD guidelines up to a

contract rent of $615 and includes water, sewer
and garbage. 

Tenant is responsible for electric and heat. 
For more information contact DW Jones Management.

218-547-3307 or apply at www.dwjonesmanagement.com

You can reach the newspaper at today@whiteearth-nsn.gov
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White Earth Council of Elders

By Tim Rindahl, Chairman 
White Earth Nation Council of Elders

Boozhoo my Relatives,
Well we had a pretty good turn out for Valentine’s Day

Bingo and the crowning of a King and Queen in Rice Lake,
Naytahwaush, Elbow Lake, White Earth and Pine Point. We
are still looking for some help in the Mahnomen area so that
we can make sure everyone is involved and that we don’t
miss anyone. I know a lot of our people have moved to the
Mahnomen area so if you live in this area please let us know
that you would like to have as much fun as we are having and
be part of the planning committee for upcoming events. A
special thanks to the Mii-Gii-Way-Win Advisory Board for
the donation - without them it wouldn’t have been as big and
fun. Thanks.

I am looking forward to our first meeting of the year on
April 1 at the White Earth ENP in Congregate right after
lunch where we can start putting together a community calen-
dar of events.  The more that show up the better so we have
more ideas on where and what to do this summer. We will
have local trips to the park for BBQ and walks. If you can
think of anything that sounds like fun bring it with you so we
can promote living a healthy lifestyle and staying active.

Now that the weather is getting better the ice is here so be
careful when outside as it only takes a second to slip and fall
so walk slow and don’t be in a hurry.

I heard though the grape vine that Social Security has a
number you can call and they will walk you through the steps
to make sure that you have the right plan for Medicare. The
number is 1-352-841-0632. Also on YouTube you can view a
video by Dr. Ed Weir, Ph.D., that explains the upcoming
Social Security changes that will take effect this year, sounds
like we are getting a raise lol.

The Shooting Star Casino and Home Health hosted a
Men’s Night Out Event on Feb. 5 that had a pretty good turn
out.  We ask that you try to attend these events in the future
as they have a lot of information on health and aging. I was
totally impressed by Dr Michael Bishop with his presentation
on Native Americans and how to live a healthy lifestyle.
There were lots of good slides with tons of information so a
big Thank You to Dr. Bishop - you did a wonderful job.

Home Health put on a health fair at the casino on Feb. 13
that anyone could attend and they also had a pretty good turn
out for that event. Great job Home Health and keep up the
good work.

I know everyone is already thinking about gardening and
word has it that at this time we won’t be having the summer
vegetable give away this year due to cuts in the funding. Just
wanted to put that out there so everyone has the chance to put
some seeds down this year for fresh vegetables.

We are checking into how we can get some raised gar-
dens this year for those that don’t have one and want to get
out and plant. Maybe have a contest on growing fresh vegeta-
bles with pictures as the season goes along and maybe some
cool prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners. Any sugges-
tions would help.

If you have something exciting happening in your area let
us know so that we can get the word out.

Miigwech,
Tim Rindahl (Chairman) 218-261-0182
Sam Crowell (Vice Chair) 218-252-9390
Colleen Blattenbauer (Treasurer) 218-204-0134
Missy Fairbanks (Secretary) 218-401-0553

Northwest Minnesota Foundation is accepting grant 
applications to promote inclusive, welcoming communities

The Northwest Minnesota Foundation is now
accepting grant applications to promote equity-
focused welcoming and inclusion initiatives, leading
to more welcoming communities in our region.

Efforts should be intentionally focused on
improving the inclusion of newcomers with priority
to immigrant and refugee belonging efforts.
Initiatives should result in a stronger culture and pol-
icy environment where all residents feel empowered
to work with each other in strengthening the social,
civic, and economic fabric.

Grants may fund cultural inclusion initiatives,
cultural equity and access programs, community
events, collaborative work, technical assistance, trav-

el, or other efforts as defined by the applicant that
advance welcoming communities and equitable rural
belonging.

Eligible applicants are nonprofits, governmental,
and public organizations located within the NMF ser-
vice area that includes Red Lake Nation, White Earth
Nation, and 12 counties (Beltrami, Clearwater,
Hubbard, Kittson, Lake of the Woods, Mahnomen,
Marshall, Norman, Pennington, Polk, Red Lake
Falls, and Roseau).

Details on the grant application can be found on
the Grants page on the NMF website,
www.nwmf.org. Grant applications will be accept-
ed until March 10.  

Everyone welcome to WE Child Care public hearing
What:  An invitation to a public hearing  to visit

about the next Child Care Development Fund Plan
for fiscal years 2026-2028 for the White Earth Child
Care/Early Childhood  Programs.  Through these
funds we have the financial resources to strengthen
the health, safety, and quality of child care and pro-
vide more stable child care assistance to families. 

In addition to meet our Mission Statement “To
provide high-quality, culturally based child develop-
ment support, services, outreach and advocacy for
children, families, child care providers and commu-
nity on or near the White Earth Reservation to help

our children succeed.”
When: There are two public hearing sessions to

choose from on March 27 at 2 or 7 p.m. 
Where:  White Earth Child Care/Early

Childhood Program Building
Light Refreshments will be served.
Please contact Sue Heisler for any questions.  

Director
White Earth Child Care/Early Childhood Programs

PO Box 418
White Earth, MN  56591

218-935-6253

Spring greetings from Food Sovereignty!

Boozhoo Anishinaabeg! Ziigwan omaa!
Indizhinikaaz Nicole LaFrinier. Gaa-waabaabi-
ganikaag indoonjibaa idash Nay-Tah-Waush indaa.
Miigizi indoodem. Nindanokii Food Sovereignty and
Security Coordinator. 

The White Earth Division of Natural Resources,
Agriculture Department via the Food Sovereignty
and Security (FSS) Initiative would like to help those
who wish to start a vegetable garden by offering till-
ing services and garden bed preparation. 

Priority will be given to enrolled elders, but we
hope to help as many people as we can! Complete the
form and return when possible, as forms will be
processed/prioritized in the order of which they are
received. Forms are available at the White Earth
Agriculture Department located at 1482 State
Highway 200 in Mahnomen, or you can contact
Nicole at the email address listed. Please note that
submission of this application does not guarantee
participation.

In addition to these services, FSS would also like
to invite community members to participate in the

Sugar Bush! If you would like to join and/or start a
small sugar bush of your own, please call 218-935-
3562 or email Nicole.LaFrinier@ whiteearth-
nsn.gov. 
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Valley View Manor
Valley View Manor in Ada has 1 

bedroom units for rent. 

Rent is based on 30% of your adjusted monthly
income calculated per HUD guidelines up to a

contract rent of $750 and includes: Water, Sewer,
Garbage and Heat.  

For more information contact DW Jones Management.
218-547-3307 or apply at www.dwjonesmanagement.com

A message from White Earth Energy Assistance
Minnesota’s Cold Weather Rule (CWR) is a state

law that protects residential utility customers from
having electric or natural gas service shut off
between Oct. 1 and April 30. To protect your service
from disconnection you must make and keep a pay-
ment plan that you and your utility agree on. The util-
ity must offer a payment plan that is reasonable for
your household’s financial circumstances. You can
set up a CWR payment plan any time during the
CWR season.

You are eligible for CWR protection even if you
rent – the electricity or gas must be the primary heat
source and the utility account must be in your name.

You and your utility must agree to a payment
plan that is reasonable for your household. You can

set up a utility payment plan any time throughout the
year.

All-natural gas and electric utilities must offer
CWR protection. CWR does not apply to delivered
fuels; oil and propane or wood. If you use delivered
fuels, and your furnace is run by electricity, you
should apply for CWR protection with your electric
company.

Call your natural gas, electric, municipal utility
or electric cooperative for more information, or con-
tact the Commission’s Consumer Affairs Office at
consumer.puc@state.mn.us or 651-296-0406, 1-800-
657-3782.

For more information on the Cold Weather Rule:
https://mn.gov/puc/consumers/shut-off-protection/

The 22nd Annual “Jake Busse” Memorial
Fishing Derby was held Feb. 22 on Roy Lake. More
than 815 people registered and 307 fish were caught.
The following is a list of winners: 
Bass
1st place - Chad Fischer  $400   (3.7)  
2nd place - Aliya Stevens $200   (3.4)  
3rd place - Darnell Warren        $100   (3.2)    
Northern
1st place - Heather Bird     $400  (9.12) 
2nd place - Charlie Hvezda $200  (8.13) 
3rd place - John Christopherson $100   (8.0) 
Crappie 
1st place Kennon Dakota $400  (.13) 
2nd place Jamison Beck          $200  (.12)
3rd place Issac Dakota            $50    (.11)
3rd place Rob Swanson           $50    (.11)
Walleye
1st place - Kevin Knutson $400  (2.7)
2nd place - Willy Auginaush    $200  (2.12)

3rd place - Tracy Madigan $100  (1.5)  
The winner of the 50/50 raffle for Gloria

“Beaulieu” Busse’s medical expenses was Travis
Lang - $1,151.

We would thank people who donated: Roy Lake
Store  - Fishing poles and tackle,  Zerkel Store - eight
flats of pop bottles for kids, Halberg Logging - two
kids bikes, Gloria Busse -  $300 ($5 gift for kids who
didn’t win anything), Mondo Neeland - space heater,
Rice Lake Community Council - four $25 gift cards,
Shooting Star Casino - casino package, White Earth
Donation Committee - $1,500 for door prizes, White
Earth Conservation Officers for all your help.

The Jake Busse Memorial Fishing Derby
Committee would like to thank everyone who partic-
ipated in the annual fishing derby - it was a huge suc-
cess. Hope to see you all next year! 

Special thanks to for all your help: Pete Busse,
Sherry Halberg, Gloria “Beaulieu” Busse, Mary
Beaulieu, Naomi Tiessen, Tyler Busse, Tom Busse,
and Duanne Tanner.

Jake Busse
Annual Memorial Fishing Derby was a hit on Roy Lake

Submitted photo

The 22nd Annual “Jake Busse” Memorial Fishing Derby was held Feb. 22 on Roy Lake. More than 815
people registered and 307 fish were caught.
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Sunday, March 9, 2025

DETROIT LAKES PUBLIC SCHOOLSDETROIT LAKES PUBLIC SCHOOLS
POWWOW

Board and committee members needed to make
Minwanjige Food Co-op a reality for WE community
By Danielle Sutherland, Chair 
Minwanjige Food Co-op Board of Directors

As mentioned in our November 2024 update,
members of the White Earth community have been
working hard to bring a food cooperative to reality.
Our goal is to create a store, designed to unite us by
bringing a shared commitment to our community’s
well-being through healthy, local and traditional
foods, along with some conventional foods.

But, to bring this vision to life, we need your
help. Building a food cooperative is a community
effort—one that involves the dedication and involve-
ment of local residents, businesses, and organiza-
tions. From those who grow food to those who seek
it, we can all play a role in building something that
benefits everyone.

The success of a co-op depends on the collective
effort of its community. Whether it’s helping with
fundraising, spreading the word, or participating in
planning sessions, your time and energy will directly
contribute to the co-op’s success. 

We’re calling on all members of our community
to take an active part in making this food co-op a
reality by joining us at our weekly meetings on
Tuesday mornings (virtual) and/or by volunteering
on one of our committees! 

Committees will begin meeting soon. We are not
asking you for a huge time commitment—maybe an
hour a week, depending on the committee’s activi-
ties. Below are some of the committees:

Communications and Marketing Committee
Help get the word out to the community, share

our progress, and encourage your friends and neigh-
bors to join the co-op and help out.

Membership Committee
Everyone who wants to shop at the new co-op

can be a partial owner of the store! This committee
will plan the events and strategies to educate and
encourage people to join the co-op.

Tribal Relations Committee
The co-op is partnering with the Tribe to make

this new grocery store a reality. We need people to
communicate with tribal leaders and coordinate the
co-op’s efforts with them.

Finance Committee
This committee will help plan our budget and

raise funds to develop the co-op.
Interested in learning more? Visit our Facebook

Page Minwanjige Food Co-op and/or email us at
minwanjigefoodcoop@gmail.com. YOU are the rea-
son we are working to make this a reality and need
your help/assistance to do so. Every bit of support
and involvement counts!

Hosted by White Earth Behavioral 
Health and White Earth Urban Programs
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Bison from Front Page

*Licensed in Minnesota and White Earth Tribal Courts

Fergus Falls
218-736-5673

ward with our Bison Program, we would like to offer
some safety tips, educational information, and what
to do in the event of bison getting out of their con-
tainment fence. In the event of any animal(s) getting
out of their containment fence, please call White
Earth Dispatch at 218-983-3281, and they will notify
management and on-duty Conservation Officers.
WENDNR has an internal Buffalo Escape Action
Plan to deploy in that situation. They’re often simply
foraging for more food. They typically do not pose a
threat to humans and will likely avoid you unless
they feel you are endangering them. Please keep your
distance.

If life and/or safety is of concern, such as Bison
versus traffic collisions, Please Call 911. To date, all
our units are 6-foot-tall, high-tensile electric wire.
Do not touch the wire and do not approach the fence.
Enjoy watching and observing them from a distance. 

The Spence Bison pasture is a “native prairie”
reclamation. Not to be confused with a restoration, as
no prairies existed on this site to be restored after nat-
ural forestation replaced the prairie more than 5000

years ago, and farming cleared the forest about a cen-
tury ago. This reclaimed agricultural field was
replanted several years ago into a mix of prairie
plants and has received annual burning to prevent
wildfires. Therefore, the previous agriculture field
was reclaimed in favor of a prairie ecosystem, where
now the primary vegetation is native Big Bluestem,
Little Bluestem, and Indian grass, along with a few
other sparsely dispersed species of prairie grasses
and forbs throughout. 

Bison are known as essential keystone species of
a healthy prairie ecosystem. Prairie ecosystems are
dependent on natural disturbance regimes of heavy
grazing and occasional fires, just like the real prairies
of yesterday that supported 60,000,000 bison.

Introducing bison, the keystone species, into this
replicated prairie ecosystem is necessary to achieve
the full ecological restoration desired. The proven
benefits of this are increased plant species diversity
and improved soil health; reduced dependence on
fire disturbance; and bringing in a healthier protein
source to the people of White Earth.
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White Earth Food Shelf
March 2025 Delivery Schedule

White Earth 4-H Cultural Winter Camp

Photo by Dana Trickey

The 9th Annual White Earth Tribal 4-H Cultural Winter Camp was held Feb. 22-23
at the Rediscovery Center on White Earth Lake. More than 40 people enjoyed many
activities to include language, storytelling, games, food, arts and crafts, and fishing.
The event was a collaboration between the White Earth Tribal 4-H Program, White
Earth Nation Tribal Public Health, and White Earth Tribal and Community College
Extension.
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Scott Mayer honored

Submitted photo

John LaVoy and Lori Morales were selected King and Queen at
the Naytahwaush ENP site on Valentine’s Day. Each ENP site
held special acitivies for the Elders to include bingo. Other Elder
royalty were Harry Hvezda and Martha Neeland (Rice Lake), Tim
Rindahl and Judy Paul (Elbow Lake), Robert “Bobby” Adams and
Irene Adams (Pine Point), and Tony Sullivan and Betty Tow
(White Earth). 

Submitted photo
Scott Mayer, a staff member at the Oshki Manidoo Center in
Bemidji, Minn., retired after 16 years of service working with the
youth. He has moved to the women’s side of the residential cen-
ter. Presenting him with a blanket are Keenan Goodfellow, Shift
Supervisor, left, and Derek Cornelius, interim Residential
Administrator.

Elders shine on Valentine’s Day
By Ana Kircher
White Earth Nation Tribal Public Health
Community Health Educator II

The White Earth Community Center buzzed
with intergenerational connection on Feb. 15 as
White Earth Nation Tribal Public Health (WENTPH)
hosted “Sewing Stories.” 

The event, inspired by Marcie Rendon’s book
“Stitches of Tradition (Gashkigwaaso Tradition),”
brought together intergenerational pairs for an after-
noon of storytelling, crafting, and community. 

Participants enjoyed chicken dumpling soup
provided by Hilltop Supper Club and hot tea provid-
ed by the White Earth Tribal and Community College
– Community Extension before embarking on a rib-
bon skirt-making workshop. 

Author Marcie Rendon, a White Earth
Anishinaabe, led a read-aloud of her book and
remained throughout the event, offering hands-on
assistance. A collective effort by Erika Bellanger,
Paulie Neisen, and community members guided the
skirt-making process with kits provided by Mary
Turner.  

The event, which reached its capacity of 28
attendees, saw 13 ribbon skirt kits come to life.
WENTPH also provided board games, further foster-
ing interaction between generations. The event’s suc-
cess was highlighted by the strong sense of commu-
nity and big smiles as pairs left with their finished
skirts. 

“What made this event so special was the inter-
actions between generations and being able to hear
from an Anishinaabeg author what it took to become
confident in her abilities. It is important for people to

hear and see that their art matters,” said a WENTPH
organizer. 

The event aimed to reinforce intergenerational
relationships, promote a sense of belonging, and
offer healing through hands-on projects. 

WENTPH, with its mission to improve the
health and well-being of the White Earth Nation,
considers the event a success in fostering community
connection and cultural preservation.

Generations connect at White Earth’s “Sewing
Stories” event held at WE Community Center

Submitted photos

Author Marcie Rendon (White Earth), signs her
book “Stitches of Traditions” for a girl at an event
held Feb. 15 at the White Earth Community Center.

Submitted photo

White Earth Nation Tribal Public Health hosted a “Sewing Stories” event on Feb. 15 at the White Earth
Community Center.
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Raeanna Connor
WE Tribal & Community College Student Spotlight

Submitted photo

White Earth Tribal and Community College student, Raeanna
Connor with her daughter, Giizhibaa.

White Earth Tribal and Community College (WETCC) honors
a student each month who exemplifies academic excellence,
resilience, and personal growth. Students are nominated by fellow
students who recognize the unique and exceptional qualities of their
peers. WETCC’s student spotlight for the month of March is
Raeanna Connor [Ozaawaabines].

Raeanna expects to graduate with her AA degree this spring, an
accomplishment that is made more impressive given the obstacles
she has faced over the past year.  

Last winter, Raeanna’s unborn child was diagnosed with spina
bifida while in utero. Mother and baby underwent open fetal surgery
at Mayo Clinic to repair the birth defect. They spent two weeks in
the hospital before being allowed to return home. Raeanna carried
the baby for another 13 weeks and in May, her daughter was born
full-term and completely healthy. 

“To say the situation was terrifying would be an understate-
ment,” says Raeanna. “The happiest moments of my life were find-
ing out that my daughter was healthy and safe after surgery, and
hearing her cry for the first time.”

Through it all, Raeanna stayed in school and did the best she
could to finish out Spring Term 2024. She continued through
Summer Term, literally doing homework from her hospital bed after
delivering her daughter. With her baby on her hip, she stuck to her
schoolwork and finished Fall Term with a 4.0 GPA.

Raeanna says that the secret to her college success is staying
consistent. “Even if it's writing one sentence of an essay at a time,
any amount of work done is better than no work done at all.” She
defines success by how happy you are. “Money and luxuries don’t
mean much if you’re not happy with who you are.”

When asked why she chose WETCC, Raeanna says it’s because
she loves how close-knit everyone is, and that campus feels very
much like family. After graduation, she plans to re-enter the work-
force full-time and enroll in the online criminal justice program
through Minnesota State University Moorhead.

Raeanna, congratulations on your success!

Fish from Front Page

egory. There was no Walleye registered. 
Our fishing derby planning team is grateful for

the local sponsorship and support that surpassed prior
years donations. There were raffle tickets sold for $5,
and need not be present for the top seven prizes, which
included a livescope, hunting stand, two different
large fishing packages, electric bike and trailer, and
two $1,000 gift cards to local sporting goods stores. 

There were also 86 other prizes drawn from that
ticket that must be claimed by 3:30 p.m. This year we
also raffled off an Ice Castle on a separate $20 ticket
and the lucky winner was Renee Keezer. 

KRJM broadcasted winners and tournament
information throughout the day, and Friends of
Tamarac set up an underwater camera viewing oppor-
tunity. Bruce Starkey took photos of the tournament
winners. 

Chi-Miigwech to everyone who worked and
donated to make this event a great success. Our goal
of a family friendly event supporting the traditions
and knowledge of ice fishing is providing lifelong
lessons and love and respect for the outdoors. We hope
to see everyone again at the 6th Annual White Earth
Nation Ice Fish’n Derby next year! Thank you!

Photos by Laura Lee Erickson

The 5th Annual White Earth Nation Ice Fish’n Derby was held Feb. 8 on North Twin Lake in Naytahwaush.
The event was a great success, surpassing attendance records with 1,082 attendees.
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Jacob Gaius Downey
Jacob Gaius Downey of St. Paul, Minn., formally of White Earth Reservation, unex-

pectedly passed away on Feb. 12. Jacob was born on July 14, 1988, in Eau Claire, Wis., to
Karen Fairbanks and Gaius Downey. At the young age of six years old, Jacob’s mother
unexpectedly passed away. From that point on, he was raised with his blended family of

four sisters and two brothers in St. Paul by Gaius and Nan Downey.
He was the youngest of the brood.

Throughout Jacob’s life, he was known as a free spirit; he pre-
ferred to be in charge of his own life. He had an amazing penchant
for artistry, particularly anime drawings. He was known to have a
goofy sense of humor, which always led to playing pranks on his
siblings and family. 

He was well known amongst the community of Dorothy Day,
Catholic Charities, The “Hewitt House,” and several like minded
communities. 

Jacob struggled with mental illness most of his adult life, a fact
that he understood well. Despite this, he had a genuine spirit, car-

ing heart, and an amazing will to be as independent as he possibly could be. 
His sudden passing is already changing hearts and changing minds in regards to others

struggling with mental illness and homelessness. May his passing not be in vain. 
Jacob is preceded in death by his mother, Karen Fairbanks; brother, Anthony King;

and many many relatives. 
Jacob is survived by parents, Gaius and Nan Downey; siblings: Eddie, Monica,

Charlotte, Justin, Nicole, and Alyssa; and many nieces and nephews and a very large
extended family. 

The family asks that in lieu of flowers and monetary items to please donate winter pre-
paredness items to Dorothy Day and/or your local shelter(s).

Obituaries

Henry Samuel Harper Craig Walter Larson
Craig Walter Larson, 35, died on Jan. 29 at his home in Mahnomen.  
Craig was born on Nov. 25, 1989, to Karrie Auginaush and Kevin Larson. He lived in

Bagley, Minn., for the first three years of him and his brother, Corey’s life but then moved
to Staples, Minn., where his father went to school for two years. Craig and Corey then
moved to Michigan with their aunt and uncle Karmen and Tom Ingersoll for a few years

then moved back home to live with their mom, Karrie in
Naytahwaush. He attended White Earth Technical College and
graduated from Circle of Life. He lived in Rice Lake until he
moved to Mahnomen, where he resided ever since. He then met the
love of his life, Jandy in 2005. Together they had five beautiful
children, Damani, Denali, Daycian, Daleah, and Daisy. 

Craig worked various jobs over his lifetime, some of them
included working at the casino as a blackjack dealer and was
entrusted with soft count duties. He also worked at Team Industries
as well as for a roofing company in Minneapolis.

He was shy when you first met Craig, but once you got to
know him, it was obvious how funny he was naturally with a con-

tagious laugh. He enjoyed spending time with his children, visiting family and friends,
cruising around, and going fishing whenever he could. He also liked to fiddle around with
his vehicles. Family meant everything to him, he will be missed by many.

Craig is survived by his mother, Karrie Auginaush; children: Damani, Denali,
Daycian, Daleah, and Daisy; grandmother, Darlene Martine; special sisters, Kamae Leavitt
and family, and Lily Ingersoll; special brother, Kole Ingersoll; aunt, Karmen Ingersoll;
niece and nephews, Corey Jr., Tarren, Tavian, Hailey, and Josh; special niece and nephew,
Amarah and Grayson Goodwin; uncle, Nathan Martine; special cousins, Andy Auginaush
and Raymond Auginaush Jr.; mother-in-law, Michelle Frederick; sister-in-law, Jess
Frederick, and brother-in-law, Tristan Frederick; friend, Darrell Fox and Jovan Gagnon;
and numerous other aunts, uncles, and cousins.

He is preceded in death by his dad, Kevin Larson; siblings, Corey Larson and Desirae
Auginaush; the love of his life, Jandy Frederick; grandparents: George and Daisy
Auginaush,  Kenneth “Tooter” Martine, Kenneth Larson; great-grandparents: Walter and
Lorna Larson, Mayme and Henry Boe; grandpa-in-law, Calvin (Rubble) Thompson;
cousins: Wyatt Martine, Russell Auginaush, Jared James “Bud” Auginaush; aunt, Tara
Martine; and uncles, Tom Ingersoll and Kenneth Auginaush Sr.

A wake and prayer service was held Feb. 4 at the Rice Lake Community Center and
continued until the time of the memorial service on Feb. 5, also at the Rice Lake
Community Center. 

Interment: Samuel Memorial Episcopal Cemetery in Naytahwaush in the spring. 
Arrangements: Cease Family Funeral Home of Bagley.
Onliine: www.ceasefuneralhome.com

Edward Hegg
Edward Hegg, 77, of Mahnomen, passed away on Feb. 18 at the Veterans Hospital

in Fargo, N.D.  
A memorial service will be held in the spring.  
Arrangements: Anderson Family Funeral Home of Mahnomen.
Online: www.andersonfamilyfh.com

Henry Harper, 78, of Cass Lake, Minn.,  passed away on Jan. 31in Grand Forks, N.D.,
with family by his side. 

Henry Samuel Harper was born on June 28, 1946, to (John) George and Mattie
(Soreyes) Harper, he was the seventh wonder of the eight sons. He graduated from Cass
Lake High School in 1964 and went on to graduate from Haskell Institute in 1966. At the
age of 21, he was drafted into the U.S. Army and served in Vietnam, assigned to the 25th

Medical Detachment as a combat medic. Henry received an honor-
able discharge in December 1968 and returned home to Cass Lake. 

Hank, or Crock, as he was known throughout Indian Country,
was an avid sports enthusiast. He helped build and dedicate the
Veteran’s Memorial Softball Fields and Cass Lake pow wow
grounds. He helped to organize, establish and coach the Golden
Gloves Boxing at Leech Lake; he organized and coached men’s
and women’s softball, organized and coached men’s and women’s
basketball and organized regional tournaments that drew hundreds
of top-notch Native athletes from across Indian Country. 

Hank’s coaching and organizing also led him to organize a
Leech Lake Youth Baseball league that began at t-ball all the way

through to Little League. He was inducted into the National Indian Athletic Association
Hall of Fame on July 27, 2017. During his induction speech, he reminded the attendees to
remember the female athletes and the champions amongst the women as well. He also
noted that his coaching career began upon his return from Vietnam. He said nobody really
talked about post traumatic stress disorder in those days and how he was asked to coach
young athletes, “They thought I was helping the kids out so much, they were helping me
out.” 

Hank is survived by his brothers, Francis (Julie) Harper of White Bear Lake, Minn.,
and Colin “Corky” (Janice) Harper of Newport, Minn., and numerous nieces and nephews. 

He is preceded in death by his parents; and brother: John, Roger, Charles, Dennis and
Wellington. 

Traditional funeral rites began on Feb. 7 at the Veteran’s Memorial Building in Cass
Lake with a wake. His funeral was held Feb 8, also at the Veteran’s Memorial Building.
Naabekwaa was the officiant. 

Pallbearers were Martin Wind, Alvin Wind, Alex Harper, Taylor Humphrey, Brendan
Humphrey, Dennis Smallwood, Theo Liberty. Honorary pallbearers were the athletes he
coached in the boxing clubs, basketball teams and the softball teams. 

Interment: Burial was in Onigum immediately following services.  
Arrangements: Cease Family Funeral Home of Bemidji, Minn.
Online: www.ceasefuneralhome.com.

Wade “Wabasha” Frederick Bjergo
Wade Frederick Bjergo, born on Jan. 18, 1962, and passed away on Jan. 25. 
Wade was a gifted artist whose creativity knew no bounds. Whether building, drawing,

or carpentry everything he touched became a work of art. A proud member of the White
Earth Tribe, Wade deeply cherished his Native heritage and carried
it with pride throughout his life. He was a free spirit who found joy
in the outdoors, spending time fishing and hunting, and embracing
the beauty of nature. Known for his humor and kind heart, Wade
brought laughter and warmth to those around him. 

He is survived by his mother, Marlys Bjergo; children:
Matthew Bjergo, Justine (Justin) Wewers, and Jessi Jane Bjergo;
beloved grandchildren, Kennedy and Charlotte Wewers; siblings:
Desiree Nelson, Bart (Rami) Bjergo, Suzette (Paul Kottke)
Younggren, and Rochelle (Braun) Woods; and nieces and nephews:
Alisha, Jessica, Benjamin, Don, Joseph, Derek, Kyle, Lindsay, and
Kaden. 

He was preceded in death by his father, LeRoy Bjergo; and brother, Ralph Bjergo.
Memorial services were held Feb. 6 at the Church of Gichitwaa Kateri in Minneapolis. 
Arranagements: Miller Funeral Home and Crematory of Fridley, Minn.
Online: www.millerfuneralfridley.com
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Margaret “Marge” Louise Bellefy
Margaret “Marge” Louise Bellefy, 73, of Bagley, Minn., passed away peacefully at

home with her husband by her side on Jan. 30.
Marge was born in Bagley on Aug. 1, 1951, to Donald and Adeline (Holweger)

LaFontaine. Margie attended grades 1-3 at Pine Center Country School, middle school in
Emerado, N.D., and high school in Larimore, N.D. She was baptized and confirmed at

Holm’s United Methodist Church in Reynolds, N.D. Marge married
Kelly Bellefy Sr. in Sisseton, S.D., on June 15, 1981.  They moved
around a lot before making their home permanently south of Bagley.

Marge had various jobs throughout life.  She worked as a bar-
tender, cook, sales clerk, assembly line worker, and from 1991-2006
at TEAM. For several years she and Kelly farmed and milked cows.
In 2016, the family started their own business called “Bellefy’s
Local Bubbles.” Throughout the years, she and Kelly traveled to
various craft shows and fairs from all over Minnesota and to as far
as Minot, N.D.  They would sit for hours selling their soaps, lotions,
and bath bombs, that they had handcrafted from the milk of their
own herd of goats.  

Marge was also a talented bead worker, jewelry maker and loved to crochet.  She would
display many of her crafts at various shows. On her spare time, Marge enjoyed berry picking,
gardening, raising Pomeranian’s, crossword puzzles, attending several music concerts, and
loved anything Elvis. Anyone who knew Marge knew she had a heart of gold. She could
carry on a conversation with anyone.  They didn’t even have to purchase anything; she just
enjoyed their company.  Marge was a kind, thoughtful, loving person who selflessly gave to
others. 

Marge is survived by her husband, Kelly Bellefy Sr.; son, Kelly (Robin) Bellefy Jr. and
honorary son, Reuben Netland; sons, Steve (Joy) Willis and Joachim (Amanda) Willis;
daughters, Marge (Jody) Chesley and Melissa (George) Hinnenkamp; sisters: Sharon
Headlund, Sally Amundson, and Donna Ehlers; brother, Marvin (Ann) LaFontaine; special
“sister”-in-law, Shelly Bellefy; mother-in-law, Betty Bellefy; brother-in-law, Brad Gregory;
sisters-in-law, Bonnie Wastweet and Faith (Doug) Mickelson; and numerous grandchildren,
nieces, nephews, and extended family

Marge was preceded in death by her daughter, Marlene; parents, Donald and Adeline;
brothers, LeRoy Lafontaine and Rodney LaFontaine; sister, Sue West; and brothers-in-law:
Al Headlund, Lowell Amundson, and Kevin Bellefy.

A Celebration of Life was held Feb. 21 at the Cease Family Funeral Home Chapel in
Bagley.

Arrangements: Cease Family Funeral Home
Online: www.ceasefuneralhome.com

Mary E. Heisler
Mary E. Heisler, 84, of White Earth, passed away to the awaiting arms of her beloved

husband, Ducky on Feb. 13.
Mary Whitsitt was born to Earl and Virgie Whitsitt in 1940. Mary grew up in

Jacksboro, Texas and was a 1962 graduate of Texas Woman’s University and has a Master
of Education in Supervisory Education degree from North Texas State University. In addi-

tion, she had taken further graduate work in special education at
NTSU and Western Michigan University. 

She has taught in the elementary grades in Colorado, Amarillo,
Texas, and for the Department of Defense in the Philippine Islands
and Wiesbaden, Germany before joining the Bureau of Indian
Affairs. She had been teacher-supervisor at Fort Thompson and
was a fourth-grade teacher. Besides her teaching and supervisory
experience, Mary had traveled and visited 27 countries and most of
the states of the United States.

Mary met the love of her life, Richard “Ducky” Heisler while
they were both working for the BIA in South Dakota and married
on July 19, 1974. They lived in Pierre and Aberdeen, S.D., and then

decided to move where Ducky was born and raised and built their beautiful log home on
the White Earth Indian Reservation. She worked for the White Earth Reservation in the
Planning Department until her retirement and served several years among the many boards
she served on including the Waubun School Board.

Mary was a woman of many interests, her Catholic faith was a constant in her life. She
was known to express her matter-of-fact opinions, but she had a giving heart and supported
many charities. When she and Ducky were not out fishing or spending time with family,
she would spend her spare time reading, baking her delicious pecan pies, crafting, or in her
flower gardens throughout her yard. She had a deluge of different trees, flowers and lilac
bushes but her favorite was her peonies. She often was a part of Ducky’s stories that were
filled with laughter and shined with love. Her husband Ducky was her best friend, and
throughout their 50 years together it would still be heard through their home “hello my
love, I missed you.”

She is survived by her stepdaughter, Lisa Heisler; granddaughters: Brittney and Jenna;
nieces: Susan Haines and Caren Kenedy; nephew, Charles Horton; brothers-in-law: Stanley
“Rob” Heisler (Cleone), James Heisler (Laverne); sister-in-law, Dorothy Heisler; niece,
Christie Haverkamp (Tony); nephews, Jack Heisler and Billy Stech; and a treasure trove of
nieces and nephews and greats, who were all special to her.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Ducky; parents, Earl and Virgie Whitsitt;
sisters, Norma Ann Haines and Emma Jane Horton; brothers-in-law: Jiggs, John, Bud and
Vernon Heisler; and sisters-in-law: Pearl Fabre, Doris Drinkwine, Harriet Stech and Jane
Christofferson.

God Bless the memory of Mary Heisler
A memorial service was held Feb. 21 at St. Benedict Catholic Church in White Earth.  
Interment:  Calvary Cemetery in White Earth in the spring.
Arrangements: David-Donehower Funeral Home.
Online: www.daviddonnehower.com

Jedidiah Angus Clark
Jedidiah Clark, 45, of Lengby, Minn., died unexpectedly on Feb. 5 at his home. 
Jedidiah Angus Clark, known to many simply as Jed, was born Dec. 10, 1979, to

Rickie Clark Sr. and Frances Lindberg.  He grew up near Lengby and attended school in
Fosston, Minn.  Following his high school graduation, Jed studied Computer Science at

Moorhead State University in addition to playing basketball.   He
then entered the workforce doing building construction. Jed
worked with his dad and brother, Jason.  He was blessed with a son,
Angus, who he loved doing things with anytime he could.

Jed was an outgoing, hardworking individual with a good
sense of humor.  He liked to keep things organized and tidy.
Whether it was hunting, cutting wood, downhill skiing or snow-
boarding, Jed really enjoyed the outdoors.  He also spent much of
his time wood working.  Although gone so soon from this life, he
will live on in the hearts of all who knew and loved him.

Jed is survived by his son, Angus Vigoren-Clark; father, Rickie
Clark Sr.; sister, Laurie (Mili); brothers, Jason Clark and Aaron

Clark; sister-in-law, Sheila Clark; and several aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews and cousins.  
He was preceded in death by his mom, Frances; grandparents; and a brother, Rickie

Clark Jr. 
Memorial services were held Feb. 14 at Faith Hill Assembly of God in Bagley, Minn. 
Arrangements: Anderson Family Funeral Home of Mahnomen. 
Online: www.andersonfamilyfh.com

2nd Annual Heart Health/MMIWR Event 

Photo by Gary W. Padrta

Tanya Heinonen, White Earth ENP, visits at the 2nd Annual Hearth Health/MMIWR
Event held Feb. 13 at the Shooting Star Casino in Mahnomen. Community members
had acess to several vendors, breakout sessions, health screenings, and a light din-
ner. The event was sponsored by White Earth Tribal Public Health. 
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Leslie “Les” Allan Fairbanks
Leslie “Les” Fairbanks, 62, of Mahnomen, died on Feb. 7 at his home under the loving

care of his family and Hospice of the Red River Valley.
Leslie Allan Fairbanks was born March 14, 1962, (a PI baby) in Kenosha, Wis., to Lewis

and Merle (Mortenson) Fairbanks.  
He attended St. John’s School for the Deaf in Milwaukee, super-

seded with Minnesota School for the Deaf, graduating in 1979.
While there, Les blossomed into an outstanding student as evidenced
by skipping two grades. He also played a role in the school’s football
team achieving the National Deaf Football Championship in 1977
and was named All-American as a center.  Les continued his educa-
tion at Gallaudet University, Washington, D.C., and Bemidji State
University. 

At the age of 16, Les worked for a camp in the Boundary Waters
Canoe Area (BWCA), for which he worked on and off the next 12
years. While there, he learned quite a bit from his superiors, namely
Jim Cherry and Jim Wiinanen. Maintenance aside, Les also assisted

in fighting forest fires along with several major projects.
In 1985, Les moved to Texas, for a short time before returning to Minnesota. He started

Les’ Marine and four years later, took a job with the Shooting Star Casino in Mahnomen.  He
was employed at the casino for seven years before transitioning to the trucking industry.  His
career in transportation began hauling sugar beets and eventually led to 17 years with Mark
Trnka Auto Transport, based in Mahnomen. While there, in collaboration with the NAD
(National Association of the Deaf), he advocated for reforming the USDOT policy regarding
the “whisper test” requirements. In 2013, that requirement was abolished and to date, around
700 deaf individuals now are employed as semi-truck drivers. That number is expected to
increase in the future as well.

In 2019, then Governor Walz appointed Les as the NW representative to the Minnesota
Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Board until he resigned in 2023.   Les was
also a proud member of the White Earth Ojibwa Nation. 

Preceding him in death are his parents; brother, Kim; sisters, Denise Vargason and
Michelle Olson; and great buddy, Jeffrey Aarness. 

Les is survived by his wife, Linda; sisters: Dawn (Rev. Paul) Larson of Detroit Lakes,
Minn., Sheree Keprios of Mahnomen, and Dana (Randy) Johnson of Hibbing, Minn; broth-
ers, Clay (Toni) Fairbanks of Ogema, and Craig (Pam) Fairbanks of Waubun; and several
nieces, nephews, and great nieces and nephews, and several terriers, including Sam. 

Les wishes to thank the Dialysis Team of White Earth for their care and patience,
Hospice of the Red River Valley, and the friends who have visited him at the end of his jour-
ney through life.

A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date. Please visit our website for updated
service information.

Arrangements: Anderson Family Funeral Home of Mahnomen. 
Online: www.andersonfamilyfh.com

Marvin “Moss” Tibbetts Sr.
Marvin “Moss” Tibbetts Sr., 68, of Waubun, passed away on Feb. 21 in Mahnomen. 
Marvin was born on March 27, 1956, in San Diego, Calif., to Burnham and Marion

Tibbetts (Sargeant).  Marvin married Lynn Olson of Grand Portage, Minn., on Dec. 6,
1974, in Grand Portage, and together they shared a life full of love, adventure, and cher-
ished memories. 

He was proud to be a graduate of Moorhead State University
in 1992, and his life was further enriched by the birth of his three
sons: Marvin Louis Tibbetts Jr., Jeffrey Allen Tibbetts, and Dennis
Anthony “Butch” Tibbetts.   Over the years, Moss became a devot-
ed grandpa, finding joy in the lives of his grandchildren: Emmett
Tibbetts, Shaylyn Tibbetts, Taylor Tibbetts, Alexandra Tibbetts,
Emily Tibbetts, Jensen Tibbetts, Dennis Tibbetts Jr., Meresa
Tibbetts, Briella Tibbetts, Austin Thompson, Niko Carmichael, and
Azaleah Bloom.

Moss’ greatest joy was spending time with his family, especial-
ly his grandchildren. He enjoyed taking rides with his wife, Lynn,
and looked forward to summer days tending to his little garden. He

was an avid fan of old western movies, loved reading books by the warmth of the wood
stove, and loved a cup of black coffee.  Moss had a fun-loving side, always looking for-
ward to visits to the casino where he played his promos and often kept his jackpots a secret
from Lynn. He also looked forward to hunting season and taking long rides on the back
roads with his sons. 

A passionate fisherman, Moss was well known for his skill in smoking fish for anyone
who brought it to him. Marvin’s life was also marked by his numerous achievements
throughout his career. His work ethic and dedication earned him many awards, reflecting

his commitment to everything he set his mind to.
A life well lived, Marvin “Moss” Tibbetts will be deeply missed by all who knew him.

His legacy of love, laughter, and the simple joys of life will forever remain in the hearts of
his family and friends.

Moss is survived by his beloved wife, Lynn Tibbetts; sons, Jeff and Dennis Tibbetts
Sr.; grandchildren: Emmett, Shaylyn, Taylor, Alexandra, Emily, Jensen, Dennis Jr., Meresa,
Briella, Austin, Niko, and Azaleah; brothers, Burnham “Buck” (Mary) Tibbetts, Bernard
“Bimbo” (Bette) Tibbetts; sister, Judy Tibbetts; and many extended family members and
friends.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Burnham and Marion Tibbetts; son, Marvin
Tibbetts Jr.; sisters: Ella Vogel, Joyce Tibbetts, Deb Uran, and infant Carol Tibbetts.; and
brother, Terrance Tibbetts Sr.

Visitation and a prayer service was held Feb. 25 at Samuel Memorial Episcopal
Church in Naytahwaush.  The funeral service was held Feb. 26, also at Samuel Memorial
Episcopal Church.  

Interment: Free Gospel Alliance Cemetery in Naytahwaush.
Arrangements: Anderson Family Funeral Home of Mahnomen. 
Online: www.andersonfamilyfh.com

Leola “Lee” Rae Anderson-Rousu
Leola “Lee” Rae Anderson-Rousu, 86, of Callaway, died Feb. 19 at Oak Cross

Nursing Home in Detroit Lakes, Minn.
Leola Nicholson was born in Vancouver, Wash., on March 12, 1938, the daughter of

Clifford and Blanche (Switzer) Nicholson.  As a young girl, the family moved to North
Dakota where Lee graduated from Bowesmont, N.D.  She then fur-
thered her education at Josef’s School of Hair Design in Fargo,
N.D., becoming a licensed beautician.  Lee owned and operated
LeAnn’s Beauty Salon in Detroit Lakes from 1974-1998. 

On April 20, 1991, Leola was united in marriage to Thomas
Rousu and they made their home together near Callaway. In 1998,
Lee started working at Beauty Lane in Detroit Lakes until her
retirement from the industry in 2004.  Her love of children showed
through as she became a foster grandparent for the White Earth
Head Start Program in 2004 until 2013.  Lee’s abundant love was
especially evident in the way she loved and cherished all her grand-
children. 

During Lee’s free time she had many hobbies that kept her busy.  She was a true home-
maker who excelled at baking, cooking, sewing and gardening.  In her younger years, Lee
enjoyed bowling and later in life it was the simple pleasures of watching and feeding the
many birds that gathered on her porch. Lee held memberships with Detroit Lakes
Auxiliary, serving as the past president from 1987-1989.  In addition, she belonged to the
Minnesota Finnish American Historical Society where she served as the state treasurer
from 2002-2007 and also the local Chapter #54-Becker County Finnish American
Historical Society as their past treasurer.  Lee will be remembered as a loving and caring
individual who cherished all her family and will be greatly missed by all who knew and
loved her. 

Lee is survived by her husband, Tom, of Callaway; step sons: William (Maxine)
Rousu of Bagley, Minn., Donald (Cheyanne Farley) Rousu of Waubun, and Richard Rousu
of Callaway; grandchildren: Caitlyn, Jordan, Faith and Remington; brothers, Norman
(Bev) Nicholson of Fargo, and Gerald (Lynette) Nicholson of Beaverton, Ore.; brothers-
in-law, Harvey Johnson of Kennedy, Minn., and Dennis Danielson of Lake Havasu, Ariz.;
several nieces and nephews and many extended family on Tom’s side.  

She was preceded in death by her father and mother; stepfather, Wilferd Fisher; and
sisters: Janice Nicholson, Bonnie Danielson and Goldie Johnson.

Blessed be the memory of Leola Anderson-Rousu.
A funeral service was held Feb. 25 at Northern Lights Freedom and Life Church in

Callaway.  
Interment:  Auran Finnish Cemetery, rural Callaway, in the spring.
Arrangements: Anderson Family Funeral Home of Mahnomen. 
Online: www.andersonfamilyfh.com

Obituaries

Did You Know...
You can read the current and past issues of the Anishinaabeg Today online at

www.whiteearth.com for free!  The online issues feature more color and you can read the them
right away when the paper comes out on the first Wednesday of each month.
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Ganawendandaa Nibiikaangi
Let’s Protect Our Waters

Help Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers
To avoid spreading aquatic invasive species do 

the following: 
BEFORE launching and BEFORE leaving.

u Remove aquatic plants and aquatic animals  
u Drain lake/river water away from the landing  
u Dispose of unwanted live bait in the trash
It’s unlawful to transport aquatic plants, 

and zebra mussels.
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You can reach the Anishinaabeg Today at 218-935-3569 or today@whiteearth-nsn.gov

Howah Ads

RREMINDEREMINDER!!
Howah Ads are $5 with a

picture or $4 without. 
All payments must 

be made in advance.
No exceptions

Happy 13th Birthday 
Jordan 

Love Mom, Dad & Azalea
March 22

Happy Birthday Zach 

Happy Birthday Sophie Happy Heavenly Birthday 
to my brother Jimmy Krause 

Love 
and miss
you from

Mom, 
Tina,

Margo,
Michael
and Aunt

Becky 

Forever
54!

Erickson from Page 6

WE TRIBAL COURT
TRAFFIC COURT 

In the Matter of Gordon Leroy
Smith, DOB: 08/17/1945
Summons to Appear in Court 

Court File No. T2025-00008

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that
on March 26, 2025, at 10:00 a.m.
an Initial Hearing on the traffic cita-
tion will be held at the White Earth
Tribal Court at 35500 Eagle View
Road Ogema, MN 56569. If you fail
to appear for this hearing, the Court
may find you in default and/or held
in contempt of Court. You may con-
tact Court Administration at (218)
983-3285. 
Dated: January 30, 2025

WE TRIBAL COURT
TRAFFIC COURT 

In the Matter of Chester Allen Retz
Sr., DOB: 04/09/1983
Summons to Appear in Court 

Court File No. T2025-00004

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that
on March 26, 2025, at 10:00 a.m.
an Initial Hearing on the traffic cita-
tion will be held at the White Earth
Tribal Court at 35500 Eagle View
Road Ogema, MN 56569. If you fail
to appear for this hearing, the Court
may find you in default and/or held
in contempt of Court. You may con-
tact Court Administration at (218)
983-3285.
Dated: January 30, 2025

WE TRIBAL COURT
TRAFFIC COURT 

In the Matter of Treyton Lee Bloom,
DOB: 04/04/2001
Summons to Appear in Court 

Court File No. T2025-00025

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that
on March 26, 2025, at 10:00 a.m.
an Initial Hearing on the traffic cita-
tion will be held at the White Earth
Tribal Court at 35500 Eagle View
Road Ogema, MN 56569. If you fail
to appear for this hearing, the Court
may find you in default and/or held
in contempt of Court. You may con-
tact Court Administration at (218)
983-3285.
Dated: February 10, 2025

WE TRIBAL COURT
TRAFFIC COURT 

In the Matter of Brandon Michael
Fairbanks, DOB: 04/12/1992
Summons to Appear in Court 

Court File No. T2025-00031

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that
on March 26, 2025, at 10:00 a.m.
an Initial Hearing on the traffic cita-
tion will be held at the White Earth
Tribal Court at 35500 Eagle View
Road Ogema, MN 56569. If you fail
to appear for this hearing, the Court
may find you in default and/or held
in contempt of Court. You may con-
tact Court Administration at (218)
983-3285.
Dated: February 11, 2025

WE TRIBAL COURT
TRAFFIC COURT 

In the Matter of Jameson Lee
Jackson Sr., DOB: 05/24/1985
Summons to Appear in Court 

Court File No. T2024-00166

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that
on March 26, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. a
Continued Initial Hearing on the
traffic citation will be held at the
White Earth Tribal Court at 35500
Eagle View Road Ogema, MN
56569. If you fail to appear for this
hearing, the Court may find you in
default and/or held in contempt of
Court. You may contact Court
Administration at (218) 983-3285.
Dated: February 26, 2025

Award winning educator

Submitted photo
Courtney Moyer, a proud member of the White Earth Nation, was
recently presented the 2025 Outstanding Early Career Award
from the Minnesota Association of Family Consumer Sciences for
contributions in the FCS Field during the first three years of her
career. She earned her masters of arts in teaching degree and is
a Native American Liaison at Kelliher (Minn.) High School. 

our people. My deepest gratitude to all of our tribal employees. The
impact of your work reaches far beyond the walls of your offices.
THANK YOU ALL for everything you do each and every day. Your hard
work does not go unnoticed — today and every day, we recognize you.

Other Information
The elder tiny home process is moving forward. Applications are

under review by the Dreamcatcher Homes Board in collaboration with
Optima Property Management, ensuring a thorough and fair selection
process. This initiative aims to provide housing for homeless elders.

White Earth IT continues to update the White Earth Nation webpage
https://www.whiteearth.com. The website includes White Earth
Programs, job opportunities, events and more! 

Purchase Online: White Earth Wild Rice, maples syrup, White Earth
flag and other items: https://realwildrice.shop/

If constituents are facing issues with propane shortages or have
received disconnect notices, they are encouraged to seek assistance
through Energy Assistance programs, Mahube, or Human Services. These
resources are available to provide support and help ensure households
remain warm and safe.

We encourage all tribal members to share any concerns, ideas, or
questions they may have. Your input is invaluable in guiding our efforts
to serve and represent you. Miigwech for the honor and privilege of being
your representative. If you need assistance, or would like to discuss any
issues, or wish to schedule a meeting, please don’t hesitate to reach out to
either myself or Tiffany Swiers. We are here to listen, support, and ensure
your voice is heard.

Contact information: 
Laura Lee Erickson
laura.erickson@whiteearth-nsn.gov
Office: 218-935-6238
Cell: 218-401-1153
Facebook: VOTE LAURA LEE  
Tiffany Swiers (Assistant for District 3)
Office: 218-935-6235
Cell: 218-997-9124
tiffany.swiers@whiteearth-nsn.gov

Did You
Know...

You can read the 
current and past issues 

of the Anishinaabeg
Today online at

www.whiteearth.com
for free!  

The online issues 
feature more color and
you can read them right
away when the paper
comes out on the first

Wednesday 
morning of each month.

Iron Range Area
Community Council

The Iron Range Area
Community Council holds 

a meeting on the first
Thursday of each month at
6:30 p.m. at the Greenway
Township Hall in Marble,

Minn.

Everyone is encouraged to
attend and get involved
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Pine Point Regular School Board Meeting
Monday, January 13, 2025 @ 4:30 p.m.

Pine Point School Staff Room
1.0  Roll Call – Meeting called to order by Chairman John
Swan at 4:30 p.m.
Members present – Michael Swan, Gerald Roberts, Sara
Hut, John Swan, Allison Jones
Members absent – Marva Aitken
Ex-officio – Christopher Schulz, Principal
2.0 Recognition of Visitors - Bonnie Meeks, Sandra Kwak. 
3.0  Approval/Amendment of Agenda – Motion by Allison
Jones to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Sara
Hunt.  All in favor.  Motion carried.
4.0  Approval/Amendment of Minutes – Motion by Allison
Jones to approve the December 9, 2024 minutes as present-
ed, seconded by Gerald Roberts.  All in favor.  Motion car-
ried.
5.0  Finance

5.1  Treasurer’s Report – Motion by Michael Swan to
approve the Treasurer’s Report for December 2024 as pre-
sented, seconded by Sara Hunt.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

5.2  Payment of Bills & Electronic Funds Transfer &
Debit Card Transactions – Motion by Michael Swan to
approve the payment of bills for the month of December
2024 in the amount of $54,391.15 for check #33933 through
check #33983 and the EFT for Federal/State/TRA Payroll
Tax & Debit Card Transactions, seconded by Allison Jones.
All in favor.  Motion carried.
6.0  Unfinished Business

6.1  Solar Panels – Contact Land office about new loca-
tion of solar panels.
7.0  New Business

7.1  Reorganization of Board – Tabled until February
meeting.

7.2  Selection of Official Publication – Motion by
Michael Swan to utilize the Anishinaabeg Today as the offi-
cial publication for the school district, seconded by Sara
Hunt.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

7.3  Selection of Depositories – Motion by Gerald
Roberts to authorize the use of the following depositories:
Minnesota School District Liquid Asset Fund (MSDLAF);
US Bank of Minneapolis; and Northview Bank of Park
Rapids, seconded by Sara Hunt.  All in favor.  Motion car-
ried.

7.4  Authorize Superintendent/Principal and Business
Manager to conduct financial transactions and Electronic
Fund Transfers and to make debit card transactions of behalf
of school district – Motion by Michael Swan to authorize
Christopher Schulz, Superintendent of Schools/Principal and
Bonnie Meeks, Business Manager, to conduct financial
transactions and Electronic Fund Transfers and Debit Card
transactions on behalf of the school district, seconded by
Allison Jones.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

7.5  Schedule of Monthly Board Meetings – Motion by
Michael Swan to schedule monthly board meetings on the
1st Monday of the month at 4:30 p.m., seconded by Gerald
Roberts.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

7.6  Salary for Board Members – Motion by Michael
Swan to set salary at $150/meeting and $50/special meeting,
seconded by Sara Hunt.  All in favor.  Motion carried.
8.0  Principal’s Report – Discussion on Core Read Act
Training on January 17th & 24th; No School for Martin
Luther King Jr. Day on January 20th; Head checks on
January 22nd; Paraprofessional’s Day on January 22nd;
Parent/Teacher Conferences on February 14th; Tubing field
trip on February 21st; Science Fair on March 7th.  No action
needed. 
9.0 Public Participation – Culture Camp on February 22nd;
Ribbon Skirt class in March.
10.0  Adjournment – Motion by Michael Swan to adjourn
the meeting at 5:25 p.m., seconded by Allison Jones.  All in
favor.  Motion carried.

PP School Meeting Minutes

Attention New Homeowners 
& Existing Homeowners

If you are in need of a Well & Sewer system for 
your house/trailer home, you can contact the White

Earth Water & Sewer Department
Requirements to qualify for the grants are:

- White Earth Tribal enrolled member
- Reside on the White Earth Reservation

- Proof of the Land in which you own, Fee land
(Land Deed/ Warranty Deed or Tribal Trust Land

(Tribal Trust agreement)
- Proof of home ownership 

- Eighteen (18) years of age or older
- Must have electricity, heat source and interior

plumbing to the home
Contact us at 218-935-6276
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You can reach the Anishinaabeg Today 
at today@whiteearth-nsn.gov

Eagle View Township 
will hold its annual meeting 

on March 11, 2025 at 7 pm in the
Elbow Lake Community Center,

39944 N. Elbow Lake Drive

Twin Lakes Township 
will hold a meeting on March 11, 

2025 at 7 pm in Pinehurst Resort and
Lodge in Naytahwaush
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Submitted photo

Karen Wadena, a 3rd grader at the Naytahwaush Community
Charter School shows her editorial that was printed in the
Minnesota Star Tribune.  

Gov. Walz proclaims Third Graders Day 
at request of Naytahwaush 3rd grader

Minnesota tribal colleges sign partnership 
agreements with Student Freedom Initiative

WASHINGTON, DC – Representatives of
White Earth Tribal and Community College
(WETCC), Leech Lake Tribal College (LLTC), and
Student Freedom Initiative (SFI) recently met in
Washington, D.C., for a ceremonial signing of new
partnership agreements. 

The partnerships are intended to help both tribal
colleges gain access to modern funding solutions,
paid internship opportunities, tutoring, mentorship,
investment education, and capacity building — all
specifically designed to meet the unique needs of the
colleges and their students. 

SFI is a single-purpose nonprofit organization
that aims to reduce the wealth gap through the lens of
education, specifically for students attending
Minority Serving Institutions (MSIs.) It was founded
in 2020 following Robert F. Smith, Philanthropist
and Founder, Chairman, and CEO of Vista Equity
Partners gift to the graduation class at Morehouse
College in 2019.

WETCC President Anna Sheppard thanked SFI
for its commitment to equity, access, and opportuni-
ty, stating that the partnership will leave an eternal
mark on the lives of Indigenous students and their
communities for generations to come. 

She added, “To our campus and community
members: This is more than just an agreement on
paper. This is a promise. A promise to invest in our
future, to uplift our students, and to honor our tradi-
tions while preparing for the challenges and opportu-
nities ahead.”

WETCC and LLTC look forward to the incredi-
ble impact this partnership will have on their commu-
nities.

About WE Tribal and Community College
White Earth Tribal and Community College is

two-year college located in Mahnomen, dedicated to
academic excellence grounded in Anishinaabe cul-
ture, values, and traditions. The college strives to
provide quality education and training that meets the
needs of the White Earth Nation and surrounding
communities. WETCC is accredited by the Higher
Learning Commission and is open to all, regardless
of tribal affiliation. 

About Leech Lake Tribal College
The Leech Lake Tribal College is a two-year

degree-granting institution located in Cass Lake,
Minn., and open to the public. It serves Native
Americans and non-Native students throughout the
area. Degree programs include Business
Management, Early Childhood Education,
Indigenous Leadership, Liberal Education, Law
Enforcement, Integrated Residential Builder, and
Indigenous Science. 

Submitted photo

From left are Toney Begay, SFI Project Manager, Helen Montgomery, Leech Lake Tribal College President,
Keith Shoates, SFI President & CEO, and Anna Sheppard, White Earth Tribal and Community College
President.

Naytahwaush Community Charter School 3rd grader, Karen
Wadena, decided to dream big and asked Governor Tim Walz to
proclaim March 3 the official 3rd Graders Day in Minnesota.

Karen is one step closer to making her dream of a National
3rd Grade Day come true.

In January, Karen watched as 4th grade students at her school
celebrated National 4th Grade Day. Karen thought to herself,
“Woah, can we have a National 3rd Grade Day?”

Desiree Reine, Educational Consultant with DREAM
Consulting, was talking with Karen at her school that day and
asked Karen what she thought she could do to have a National 3rd
Grade Day. That is when Karen had the idea to write a letter to the
editor of the Minneapolis (now Minnesota) Star Tribune in hopes
Governor Walz would help Karen make national change. Karen
dictated her letter to Desiree, and together the two sent Karen’s let-
ter to the editor.

Karen’s letter was published by the Star Tribune on Feb. 3.
That is when Karen’s letter caught the attention of Governor Walz.
The Governor’s office sent Wadena and Reine an email on Feb. 24
stating that Governor Walz has written an official Minnesota
proclamation naming March 3, Third Graders Day in Minnesota.

About Karen’s accomplishment, Trista Ayers, Assistant
Director of Education for the White Earth Nation, states, “I love it
when our officials respond to our kiddos - I think it builds their
confidence and their belief that they have a voice that can truly
make a difference.” Reine echoes Ayer’s sentiment and adds,
“When a student tells a trusted helper she has a dream, it is our job
as helpers to support her to make her dream come true.”


