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Santa helpers
distribute toys
on reservation

The RBC Christmas Toy
Program was truly a 
success this year! 
The White Earth
Reservation Tribal Council,
Walking Shield, and Toys
for Tots were able to 
provide the gifts needed 
to fulfill our community’s
children with a Happy
Holiday Season.
Left: Chris VanWert helps
sort toys at the White Earth
Community Center. 

Photo by Gary W. Padrta

Elders gather for annual Christmas Party

The White Earth Elders
Christmas Party was held

Dec. 10 at the Shooting
Star Casino.  

More that 350 Elders
attended the annual event.
The Elders were treated to

a meal, Christmas songs
sung by Naytahwaush

Community Charter 
School students, door

prizes, and bingo. 
Top: District 2 Rep.

Eugene Sommers and
District 3 Rep. Laura 

Lee Erickson welcome
Elders. Right: Carrie Kier

and Leonard Roy. 

Photos by Gary W. Padrta
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Editor

The Anishinaabeg Today (AT) is the official publi-
cation of White Earth Nation and is published once a
month.  Editorials and articles appearing in the AT are
the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily
reflect the opinion or attitude of the AT staff or the White
Earth Reservation Business Committee. 

The AT reserves the right to reject any advertising
or materials submitted for publication.  The submission
of articles and photos is encouraged, however, they are
subject to editing for grammar, length, and malicious/
libelous content. The Editor makes the sole decision of
what is published in the AT and will not assume any
responsibility for unsolicited material nor will the AT
guarantee publication upon submission.  Deadlines are
strictly enforced! Deadline dates are printed below in
each issue.

The AT is distributed at no charge to all postal
patrons living on White Earth Reservation and by mail
to White Earth Nation members (who request the news-
paper) living within the United States or at military
instillations overseas. One paper per household.  The
cost of a newspaper subscription is $12 per year for non-
members (including descendants) living off the reserva-
tion. Current and past issues of the AT can be read
online for free at www.whiteearth. com.

For more information call 218-935-3569, email:
today@whiteearth-nsn.gov, fax: 833-607-0776, or write
to:

Anishinaabeg Today
PO Box 418

White Earth, MN 56591
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Tribal Advocacy Council on Energy established 
for Tribal-State energy issues in Minnesota

The Tribal Advocacy Council on Energy, or TACE, has
been formally established by Tribal Nations in Minnesota
and has approved Michael Childs Jr., Prairie Island Tribal
Council member, as TACE co-chair. A second TACE co-
chair is expected to be appointed at an upcoming meeting. 

“The Tribal Advocacy Council on Energy will
strengthen our Tribal communities’ efforts to build energy
sovereignty.  Our Tribal communities are coming together
to find collective strength in our relations with the State of
Minnesota, to work as allies who recognize the need for a
just transition to clean energy, and to create a legacy of
energy independence,” said TACE Co-Chair Childs. “The
Tribes are already creating clean energy jobs, reducing our
energy costs, and enhancing our quality of life. Our advo-
cacy is not simply about the power of clean energy. It is
about sovereignty, self-determination, resilience and long-
term well-being.”

“The Tribal Advocacy Council on Energy is an impor-
tant step in strengthening Tribal-State relations on energy
issues and supporting Tribal Nations’ critical need for ener-
gy independence,” said Commerce Commissioner Grace
Arnold. The Minnesota Department of Commerce, through
Tribal consultation and state legislation, has provided
administrative and developmental support to Tribes to
establish TACE. Commerce will also provide, at Tribal
request, technical assistance from Commerce’s Energy
Resources Division.

The mission of TACE is committed to bringing for-
ward recommendations for improving Tribal energy on
Reservations, Adjacent Territories, and Ceded Territories
through meaningful consultation, effective collaboration,
partnerships, policies, and legislation. 

The idea for a Tribal Advocacy Council on Energy was
put forward by Tribal Elected Leadership in Tribal consul-
tation with the Minnesota Commerce Department in 2019.
During the 2019 Tribal Leader Summit with Governor Tim
Walz and Lt. Governor Peggy Flanagan, TACE was identi-
fied as a priority. 

In 2020, the Minnesota Indian Affairs Council passed
a resolution of support for establishing TACE. In its resolu-
tion, MIAC stated, “…there are profound inequities in
energy costs and choices, a disparate energy burden experi-
enced by American Indians and the energy and weatheriza-
tion assistance models alone have proven ineffective to
reduce these inequities …” 

MIAC’s resolution further stated, “…the eleven Tribal
Governments sharing geography with Minnesota have
identified a critical need to be energy independent, provide
alternative options for tribal members, reduce the energy
burden of Tribal members, create a clean and energy effi-
cient future for the generations to come…” (MIAC’s full
resolution on TACE)

In 2023, in consultation with Tribal Nations, the
Minnesota Commerce Department was established by the
Minnesota Legislature to provide support to establish
TACE. For ongoing support, Commerce is hiring a Tribal
liaison to support TACE and advise Commerce on the
development of a culturally responsive clean energy grants
program based on the priorities identified by TACE.

TACE is comprised of a primary appointee from each
Tribal Nation, as well as an alternate. Ten of the 11 Tribal
Nations in Minnesota have chosen to participate. TACE is
not a “state established” council. It is established as a
“Tribal Nations” advocacy council.

Zitkala-Ša 
Native American rights activist, honored on new quarter

By Michelle Delaney
Smithsonian Magazine

Zitkala-Ša (1876–1938) worked throughout her life-
time to give voice and rights to Native Americans, includ-
ing Indigenous citizenship and women’s suffrage. For two
decades, I have had the honor to research her life and
impact in American history through Smithsonian collection
photographs. More recently, I nominated Zitkala-Ša for the
American Women Quarters Program. Her story was select-
ed for the 2024 quarter series.

Portraits of Zitkala-Ša from the Smithsonian’s
National Portrait Gallery and National Museum of
American History were consulted for the design of the coin
with the intent to (re)focus attention on giving her a rightful
place in American women’s history. The words “Author,
Activist, Composer” were included in the design to amplify
her role as a teacher, musician, and writer, and to consider
the social and intellectual connections that fostered her suc-
cess.

Zitkala-Ša, which translates in English to “Red Bird,”
was also known as Gertrude Simmons Bonnin. She was a
Yankton Sioux woman born in South Dakota to a Native
American mother and German American white father, who
quickly left the family. She was educated at many schools,
including White’s Manual Labor Institute (Wabash,
Indiana, Quaker School), Earlham College (Indiana), and
the New England Conservatory of Music (Boston). With
strong convictions, she became a teacher at the United
States Indian Industrial School in Carlisle, Pennsylvania.
She later became an accomplished author, musician, com-
poser, and dedicated worker for the reform of American

Indian policies in the United States. Zitkala-Ša lived and
worked in two worlds, navigating Native American culture
and Western society to make an impact on her world and
future generations.

By 1896, Zitkala-Ša was a strong-minded student
scholar and celebrated orator, and she firmly opposed to the

Image courtesy of the U.S. Mint

The design of the current 2024 Zitkala-Ša quarter. 

See Quarter Page 20
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News From Chairman Michael Fairbanks
Aaniin Boozhoo Gaa-waabaabiganikaag

Niminwendam Waabaminaan
MINO-OSHKI BIBOON!
Gichimanidoo-Giizis 
Aaniish inaa akawe ninga-gaagiizomaag aadi-

zookaanag.
Weweni-sago-na.
Greetings White Earth Nation I am Happy to See

You! 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
It’s January. 
Everyone Be Safe. 
As we welcome the new year, let us remember an

ancient Ojibwe creation story that teaches us about
beginnings, renewal, and the balance of life.

In the beginning, the world was dark and empty.
The Creator, Gitchi Manidoo, decided to bring life
into the world. The first to appear were the animals,
each given a special gift to help the world grow. The
wolf was given strength and courage, the eagle was
given the ability to soar, and the beaver was given the
power to build.

But it was the Creator’s gift of the sacred tree that
truly brought balance to the earth. The Great Tree was
planted in the center of the world, and from it, all the
plants and trees of the earth grew. The Creator then
called upon the people, the Anishinaabe, to take care
of the earth and live in harmony with all beings.

As the new year begins, let us remember the
sacred tree and its teachings — that life is intercon-
nected, that we are all caretakers of the earth, and that
every beginning brings a chance for renewal and
growth.

As we enter into 2025, I’d like to thank everyone
for a successful 2024.  Looking back last year we dealt
with land issues, gained a new member on the
Council, addressed housing and homeless issues, put a
high priority on cultural programs, moved forward
with our Waabigwan Mashkiki business, expanded
our Mashkode Bizhiki, Bison heard, plus much more!

2024 has been a landmark year for the
Gaawaabaabiganikaag, our White Earth Nation!   It is
marked by significant strides toward sovereignty, land
restoration, and community empowerment.
Gaawaabaabiganikaag successfully reclaimed vital
ancestral lands, expanding its territory and reinforcing
its cultural and environmental stewardship. These
achievements are part of a broader movement that
includes revitalizing traditional practices, enhancing
economic self-sufficiency, and investing in education
and wellness for future generations. 

The White Earth Nation’s commitment to pre-
serving its rich heritage while building a prosperous
future is evident in our continued efforts toward land
back, environmental justice, and expanding initiatives
for tribal members. As we reflect on these milestones,
the progress made in 2024 exemplifies the strength
and resilience of the White Earth Nation.   
Gaawaabaabiganikaag Aki Land Back Movement

White Earth State Forest
Earlier this year, at the Minnesota legislature,

Senator Mary Kunesh introduced HF 3480, which
would return the 160,000-acre White Earth State
Forest to the White Earth Band of Anishinaabe. This
follows a land return to the Lower Sioux in mid-
March and represents a way to begin healing the
wounds of Minnesota’s past and complying with the
law.  

White Earth Nation’s goal is the management and
return of the White Earth State Forest to protect the
resources in an environmentally positive manner for
the benefit of present and future generations and to

ensure the forest lands on the White Earth State Forest
are managed in an environmentally sensitive, sustain-
able, and economically viable manner.  And manage
the forest land in balance with the conservation of nat-
ural, aesthetic, and our own Anishinaabe cultural val-
ues.

On March 7, I provided testimony at the State
Capital in St. Paul., advocating for the return of the
White Earth Forest. Notably, the proposal faced oppo-
sition from Clearwater, Becker, and Mahnomen
County. 

The reservation was established in 1867, while
the State established the Forest in 1933, conveniently
located within the reservation boundaries. Passing this
bill would ensure that the Forest is returned to its
rightful owners and remains accessible for everyone
to enjoy equally.

Tamarac Refuge 
We have made great strides in clarifying the

White Earth Band’s treaty rights and regulatory
authority in the entirety of the Tamarac National
Wildlife Refuge, including both the portion located
within the White Earth Nation and the portion within
the 1855 Treaty Territory. 

The Tamarac National Wildlife Refuge encom-
passes approximately 42,724 acres. A little over half
of the Refuge (24,162 acres) is located within the
White Earth Band of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe’s
Reservation, and the rest of the Refuge is located
within the 1855 Treaty Territory wherein the Band
retains hunting, fishing and gathering rights. 

On June 4, leaders from the White Earth Nation
(WEN) and representatives of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS) gathered at a community
ceremony at Shooting Star Casino to celebrate the
signing of a significant Memorandum of Agreement
(MOA). The historic agreement, a testament to the
strong partnership between the two governments,
strengthens the enduring conservation partnership
between the White Earth Nation and the Tamarac
National Wildlife Refuge. 

The MOA simplifies the permitting process for
various treaty-protected activities. This means that
under the terms of the MOA, Band members will no
longer have to acquire separate permits from WEN
and the USFWS. The WEN will align its Conservation
Code consistent with federal standards, sovereignty,
and treaty rights and be able to issue a single permit,
making important cultural and sustenance activities
more accessible. This agreement also ensures the
preservation of the Tamarac National Wildlife Refuge,
a vital ecosystem for future generations.

This agreement signifies a significant milestone in
our longstanding relationship with the Tamarac
See Chairman Page 19
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News From Secretary-Treasurer Michael J. LaRoque

Valleyview Commons
Valleyview Commons in Mahnomen has 

immediate openings for 1 bedroom units for 
persons 62 and older or with a verified disability.
Rent is based on 30% of your adjusted monthly
income calculated per HUD guidelines up to a

contract rent of $615 and includes water, sewer
and garbage. 

Tenant is responsible for electric and heat. 
For more information contact DW Jones Management.

218-547-3307 or apply at www.dwjonesmanagement.com

Aanin Boozhoo, 
Greeting White Earth Members, I have the

honor of providing you with the monthly report of
the Secretary/Treasurer position for the White Earth
Tribal Council. This month I will be providing an
update on RBC building and vehicle assets, and an
update on the Angelo Medure property.    

RBC building and vehicle assets
The White Earth RBC has a total of 126 build-

ings on inventory that are occupied and unoccupied
within the Reservation and surrounding areas such as
the Urban offices, Cass Lake, Duluth, Bemidji,
Moorhead, and Bagley. These buildings provide
essential services to our membership in a vast num-
bers of areas. 

The White Earth RBC has 384 vehicles on
inventory that are used for each division within the
Reservation Business Committee. These vehicles are
insured and maintained by each division. The vehi-
cles provide essential services for our membership. 

In 2016, the White Earth Band reached a settle-
ment agreement with Angelo Medure after a multi-
decade litigation over Angela’s intent to defraud the
Band in gaming management contracts. As part of
the 2016 settlement, ownership of the Medure prop-
erty in Lawrence County, Penn., was transferred to
the White Earth Band and Zenas Baer - the Band’s
attorney in the litigation. 

Also, pursuant to this agreement, the White
Earth Band would buy out Baer’s ownership-essen-
tially deferring payment of attorney fees owed to
Baer. The White Earth Band is moving forward with
this buy out and an update will be provided when the

transaction is complete.
I hope everyone had a happy and safe Holiday

season and continue to have a great winter with the
beginning of the Pow-Wow season starting with the
New Years Eve Pow-wow at the Naytahwaush
Complex. We are moving forward into the future
with another successful year ahead of us. 

In closing I want to thank the members of the
White Earth Nation for giving me this opportunity to
serve as the Secretary/Treasurer for this great nation.
I look forward to moving forward with great progress
and optimism and I hope we can work together for a
brighter future. Miigwech!

Michael J. LaRoque
Secretary-Treasurer

In need of septic pumping
If you need your sewer system pumped call the White 
Earth Water and Sewer Department at 218-983-3202.

Tribal Enrolled Elder (55 years of age or older) - $25
Tribal Enrolled Member (54 years or younger) - $80
White Earth Business - $115
Non-enrollee (any age) - $185
Businesses - $225

(You must reside on the White Earth Reservation)

Warnsholz named new MCT Executive Director
Cass Lake, MN – As an enrolled band member

of White Earth Nation, Luke Warnsholz brings a
deep connection and a forward-thinking vision to his
role as the Executive Director of the Minnesota
Chippewa Tribe (MCT). With a commitment to pre-
serving cultural traditions while embracing modern
advancements, Warnsholz is poised to lead the MCT
into a new era of growth and innovation.

His journey to becoming the Executive Director

of the MCT is rooted in his dedication to his commu-
nity and his extensive experience in tribal gover-
nance. As a member of the White Earth Band,
Warnsholz has always been passionate about advo-
cating for the rights and well-being of band mem-
bers. His leadership is characterized by a blend of
respect for traditional values and a keen understand-
ing of contemporary challenges.

Warnsholz holds a Master’s in Business
Administration from Bemidji State University and is
currently going into his final semester of completing
his Doctor of Business Administration degree from
Walden University. His academic achievements
underscore his commitment to continuous learning
and excellence in leadership.

Before assuming his current role, Warnsholz
served as the Executive Director for the Bois Forte
Band of Chippewa. His extensive experience
includes positions with the University of Nevada,
Las Vegas, the San Manuel Band of Mission Indians,
White Earth Tribal and Community College, White
Earth RTC, Shooting Star Casino, and collaborating
with numerous state, federal, and non-profit organi-
zations nationwide. This diverse background brings a
wealth of knowledge and perspectives to his leader-
ship.

Modernizing the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe
Under Warnsholz’s leadership, the MCT is

embarking on a comprehensive modernization plan
aimed at enhancing the quality of life for its members
and ensuring sustainable development for the next
seven generations. This plan is structured around five
strategic priorities:
See Warnsholz Page 10



Rez Briefs
RBC offices closed for holiday

White Earth RBC offices will be closed on Jan. 20 for Martin
Luther King Jr. Day and will reopen on Jan. 21 at 8 a.m. Modified
services will still be available.
Iron Range Area Community Council

The Iron Range Area Community Council will now hold their
meeting on the first Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the
Marble City Hall in Marble, Minn.  The Council encourages every-
one to attend.
Anishinaabeg Today correction

In the Dec. 4 Anishinaabeg Today article, “Honoring the men
and women from White Earth who served during World War I,
World War II, Korea, and Vietnam eras,” author Budd Parker was
listed as a White Earth Member.  It should have said he is a White
Earth Community Member. Sorry Budd. 
Waubun School Forest Information

The Waubun School Forest Ski Hut will be open daylight hours
on weekends and school holidays as long as there is snow on the
trails. Trails and hill are aways open.  See our facebook page -
Waubun School Forest Information for updates.

AA meeting times and locations
Thursday night - Shooting Star AA meeting, Mahnomen - 7

p.m. (The room will be listed on the event center teleprompter.) 
Friday night - Rising Sun AA meeting, Circles of Faith

Church, Waubun - 7 p.m., also the last Friday of the month.
Features a potluck at 6 p.m. followed by a speaker meeting.

White Earth Urban Office
White Earth Urban Office is located at 1730 Clifton Place,

Suite 100, in Minneapolis. The phone number is 612-813-1590 and
the office is open Monday to Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Anishinaabeg Today Readers
Please let us know if you recently moved, or have moved in the

past few years so we can cancel your old address.  Many papers
are still being sent to old addresses! Call the Anishinaabeg
Today at 218-935-3569 or email today@whiteearth-nsn.gov.
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News From District 2 Rep. Eugene Sommers

Boozhoo Anishinaabe,
This month has been filled with consultations

with various agencies as we get ready for this upcom-
ing legislative session. During these consultations,
we’ve made progress in Landback initiatives and
built relationships with other Tribal Nations. I also
want to acknowledge Carter Hanks for his perfor-
mance at the 2025 Silver Gloves boxing tournament
in St. Cloud. Carter secured two big wins and moved
on to the finals! Congrats and good luck!

MN Department of Labor and Industry
The RBC started this month consulting with the

Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry to dis-
cuss workforce center programming. The focus was
on expanding job training opportunities, improving
access to employment services, and ensuring
resources are available to support career develop-
ment for our community members.
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Discussions with the Minnesota Department of

Natural Resources focused on co-management strate-
gies for the White Earth Forest. These discussions
emphasized preserving natural resources, enhancing
conservation practices, and incorporating traditional
Anishinaabe knowledge into forest management.

Special TEC Meeting: 
Enrollment Ordinance and Blood Quantum
A special meeting was held at Grand Casino

Hinckley to discuss the enrollment ordinance and the
acceptance of all “Minnesota Chippewa Indian
Blood.” While no decisions were made, the meeting
provided valuable insight into how potential changes
to the ordinance could impact the Minnesota
Chippewa Tribe (MCT). The TEC announced that an
enrollment ordinance amendment will be called for a
vote in the January meeting.

Grand Council Meeting
During the Grand Council Meeting, Tribal

Nations shared updates on their ongoing initiatives.
The Prairie Island Indian Community discussed their
Trust Application and efforts to relocate their
Reservation due to nuclear threats. These discussions
emphasized the importance of sharing information
and supporting one another.

RBC Christmas Party
The RBC Christmas Party was very well attend-

ed this year. It was a time for team members to come
together, celebrate the holiday season, and reflect on
our shared accomplishments. We extend our grati-
tude to everyone who contributed to making this
event a success.

Lac Courte Oreilles Meeting
The Lac Courte Oreilles Tribe visited White

Earth Nation to learn more about our Cannabis pro-
gram. During their visit, the LCO Council presented

Chairman Fairbanks with a Proclamation recogniz-
ing White Earth Nation's leadership and innovation
in the Cannabis industry. LCO also shared plans to
lead the Cannabis industry in Wisconsin, aiming to
set a standard for growth and development in the
region.

As we approach the new year, we remain com-
mitted to advancing our legislative priorities,
strengthening partnerships, and preserving our cul-
tural heritage. We encourage all community members
to stay informed and engaged as we continue to
advocate for the needs of our Nation.

Miigwech for your continued support and
involvement.

Contacts
Eugene Sommers
Email: Eugene.Sommers@whiteearth-nsn.gov
Office Phone: 218-935-6250
Cell Phone: 218-396-9502
Christopher Vanwert Jr
Email: Christopher.Vanwert@whiteearth-nsn.gov
Cell Phone: 218-850-2533

Top: Carter Hanks,
right, secured two big
wins at the Silver
Gloves boxing 
tournament in St.
Cloud, Minn.

Left: Members of the
White Earth Nation
Boxing Team from left
are William Boswell,
Harland Hagen, Randy
Hagen (assistant
coach), Noah Sargent,
and Dustin Fanning.

Submitted photos



6 Anishinaabeg Today Wednesday, January 1, 2025

Aaniin Anishinaabe, 
I hope this message finds you in good health and

spirits. As we wrap up the month of December and
enter into the New Year, let us move forward with
gratitude for all that we have learned and with hope
for the growth yet to come. Below are some
events/meetings that took place in the month of
December. 

12-5 I had the pleasure of attending the Iron
Range Community Council’s Christmas Party at
Marble City Hall in Marble, Minn. Guests enjoyed a
delicious holiday meal together. During the event,
tribal members discussed ongoing issues in the 1855
treaty area and shared efforts to arrange a meeting
with the Regional Director of the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to address
these concerns. Additionally, the Iron Range
Community Council is encouraging more tribal
members to get involved and participate in the coun-
cil’s activities moving forward.

12-10 The White Earth Elder Christmas Party
was held at the Shooting Star Casino Event Center in
Mahnomen, where community members gathered for
a festive celebration. The event featured a delicious
meal, program tables, a lively performance by local
youth, an ugly sweater contest, bingo and prize draw-
ings. A surprise guest, the Grinch made an appear-
ance, adding to the fun. Students from Mahnomen
School participated by serving coffee/drinks to elders
and guests and helping where needed. A special
Miigwech goes out to the staff from the White Earth
RBC, Shooting Star Casino, the students from
Mahnomen School and all others who helped make
this event truly unforgettable!

12-12 Tribal leaders and staff attended several
meetings in Hinckley, Minn. The first meeting
brought together White Earth representatives and
Minnesota DNR Commissioner Strommen, along
with DNR staff to discuss the White Earth Forest.
The meeting proved to be productive, with a clear
plan developed to move forward on key issues relat-
ed to the forest.

I briefly attended the Association of Minnesota
Counties meeting with Tribal leaders, where we dis-
cussed ways counties and tribes can support and col-
laborate with each other. The meeting also focused
on identifying barriers and outlining legislative prior-
ities for the coming year.

Minnesota Chippewa Tribe held a Special Tribal
Executive. They introduced MCT’s new Executive
Director, Luke Warnsholz. Next agenda item:
Discussion of enrollment ordinance amendment.
Proposed changes to the enrollment ordinance to
align with the Constitution. Present TEC members
had an opportunity to share thoughts and concerns
about the proposed changes. The proposed ordinance
changes will be brought to the upcoming January
TEC meeting for a vote. If you would like a copy of
the proposed ordinance changes, please let me know
or reach out to the White Earth Constitutional
Reform Delegates.

Tribal leaders and staff attended the Minnesota
American Indian Chamber of Commerce’s annual
fundraising dinner, which featured a tradeshow, net-
working opportunities, an award ceremony, a meal, a
silent auction, and the Rez Star Indigenous
Performing Arts Competition. Congratulations to our
White Earth Rez Stars who advanced to the next
round!

12-13 Tribal Leaders met with the Grand
Council (11 Minnesota Tribes) and then attended the
White Earth Employee Christmas party at the

Shooting Star Casino Event Center.
12-18 Another busy day with several different

meetings. I started the morning by attending the
White Earth Housing Authority Board meeting at the
Shooting Star Casino Event Center. White Earth
Community Councils attended to give updates for
each village including culture camp, summer events,
powwows, Halloween events and upcoming events. I
departed the meeting to attend the directors meeting. 

A meeting was held with program directors to
discuss Strategic Planning and the integration of
Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) across divi-
sions. Each program provided updates on their cur-
rent SOPs, outlined necessary revisions and shared
ongoing projects. The group also discussed upcom-
ing legislative changes that could impact SOPs, their
implementation and overall operations.

William Trepanier, Secretary-Treasurer of Lac
Courte Oreilles Tribe, visited for a follow-up meeting
and to tour the Waabigwan Mashkiki facility.

I attended a meeting with Waubun
Superintendent Jordan Spaeth and School Board
Chairman Nick McArthur to discuss topics such as
education, truancy and potential collaboration
between the Tribe and the school. We shared ideas on
how to work together and agreed to identify key
stakeholders before regrouping for further discus-
sions.

12-19 I attended a meeting along with White
Earth DNR staff and the Intertribal Agriculture
Council staff to discuss opportunities for tribal col-
laboration on Environmental Protection Initiatives.

White Earth Community Council distributed
Toys for Tots and Walking Shield to families.
Miigwech for all your hard work. 

12-21 The Pine Point Community Council
Christmas party was well attended. The meal was
amazing. The Grinch made an appearance followed
by Santa Claus. Miigwech to the Pine Point
Community Council and others that made the holi-
day party a success! 

12-23 The Pine Point Elder Christmas Bingo
was held at the ENP site, where every attendee went
home with a prize!

Tribal leaders and staff met with MnDOT
Tribal/State Relations staff to coordinate the upcom-
ing Government-to-Government: Tribal-State
Relations Training, set to take place at the Shooting
Star Casino Event Center at the end of January.
White Earth hosted this training in August 2023 and
is excited to welcome it back. 

Duluth Area
Tribal leaders discussed the plan for staff to trav-

News From District 3 Rep. Laura Lee Erickson

See Erickson Page 20

White Earth tribal offices
closed for the holidays

White Earth RBC offices will be closed on Jan. 20 for 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day and will reopen on Jan. 21.

Modified services will still be available.

Iron Range Area Community Council
The Iron Range Area Community Council holds a meeting on 

the first Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Greenway
Township Hall in Marble, Minn. 
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White Earth Council of Elders

By Tim Rindahl, Chairman 
White Earth Nation Council of Elders

Boozhoo,
The month of December was a very busy one and a lot of

things were happening close to Christmas.
They got the Elder Christmas Cards in the mail so everyone

should have by now. Thank you Tribal Council, it is so much
appreciated, and we hope everyone had a great Christmas and a
safe New Year’s Eve.  If by any chance you did not get your card
please reach out to Nicole Kent in Tribal Health.

Our last meeting of the year was Dec. 3 with a pretty good
turn out. We talked about having more bingo in each village
with one of the Elder’s from that village putting it on. Joan
Thompson volunteered to put one on in White Earth, Sam
Crowell will be putting one on in Pine Point, and I will be doing
Elbow Lake so we will need a Elder from the Naytahwaush area
and the Rice Lake area to help out. So if you would like to vol-
unteer just reach out to one of us and we can get you all set up.

Brent Gish had some visitors from the Duluth area come
and give us some information on Alzheimers on Dec. 16.  They
would like to return in the spring in case anyone missed it.  The
information was great plus they brought out cheesecake and that
was really good.

ENP hosted the Elders Christmas Party on Dec. 10 at the
Shooting Star Casino.  I am pretty sure that they had a little
more than 400 elders show up.  What a fun time it was just get-
ting to visit with all my old friends and just having a great time
so thank you to all the ENP staff! There are way too many to
name but we know who you all are and once again we appreci-
ate all the hard work that your team does for us, so next time you
are dinning please let them know.

See Elders Page 9

2025 brings a fresh start to improve your health
By Lisa Braun, RN
White Earth Nation Tribal Public Health

Every New Year, there is some pressure to
declare a New Year’s Resolution. Every year, they
are hard to do. Sometimes, you just want to forget
about setting yourself up for failure. You are not
alone; most resolutions don’t make it past the one-
month mark. 

If you are diabetic or not, there are changes that
you should be making to improve your life. Let’s call
them goals. They need to be SMART; Specific-
Measureable-Achievable-Relevant-Time-bound. For
example, if you want to eat healthier. Set a goal of-I
will eat an apple instead of ice cream for my bedtime
snack four days this week. The goal isn’t eating
healthier or eating more fruit.  This is Specific-fruit
instead of ice cream; Measurable-did I do it four
times; Achievable-yes-I didn’t set my goal to do this
every day, just four days; Relevant-yes-better nutri-
tion is good for anyone and Time bound -1 week. 

SMART examples of realistic goals:
- I will drink eight ounces of water, three times a

day

- I will walk briskly for 30 minutes five times per
week

- I will reduce my soda intake to no more than
three cans per week

- I will sleep at least seven hours a night three
times per week

- I will take 10 minutes a day, four times a week
to be still and silent

Smaller goals are easier to attain. Don’t set your-
self up for failure, be kind to yourself and give your-
self a break. If this week’s goal wasn’t met, try set-
ting it a little lower and doable for the next week. 

Setting realistic goals can improve your chances
of success. Don’t set too many goals at once, possi-
bly change it up from week to week. Once you can
make your goal easily, it is time to step it up or
change it up a bit. Eat an apple a day for my bedtime
snack. Ice cream is for a special occasion, so don’t
deprive yourself of things you love-just don’t have
them every day if they are not the healthiest thing for
you.

Good Luck achieving your goals. 
Find more help at https://diabetes.org/about-dia-

betes

PROTECT Act
Sen. Tina Smith introduces bill to boost tribal law enforcement power

WASHINGTON — U.S. Sens. Tina Smith, D-
Minnesota, and Steve Daines, R-Montana, have
introduced the bipartisan Protection for Reservation
Occupants Against Trafficking and Evasive
Communications Today (PROTECT) Act to combat
drug trafficking in tribal communities.

According to a news release, the  would expand
the Special Tribal Criminal Jurisdiction program to
allow tribal nations to prosecute non-Native
American offenders for drug crimes and gun crimes
in furtherance of drug trafficking and other STCJ
crimes.

It would also grant tribal courts parity with state
courts to execute warrants for electronic material and
allow offenders prosecuted under STCJ to be incar-
cerated through the Bureau of Prisons Tribal Prisoner
Program.

For decades, drug traffickers have exploited the
complexity of the criminal jurisdiction in Indian
Country, which has contributed to American Indians
and Alaska Natives being two and a half times more
likely to become victims of violent crime and more
likely to die of an overdose than other demographic
groups, the release said.

“For years, tribal leaders in Minnesota have
raised the alarm that drug traffickers are exploiting

complex legal jurisdiction on tribal land, making
Native communities some of the most harmed by the
opioid and fentanyl epidemics,” Smith said in the
release. “The PROTECT Act would help tribes fight
back against these drug traffickers. This proposal is
bipartisan and common sense, and it respects and
upholds tribes’ inherent sovereignty and right to pro-
tect their people.”

Tribal leaders across the nation voiced their sup-
port for the legislation, including Red Lake Tribal
Chairman Darrell Seki Sr.

“This bill is an important step in helping us pro-
tect our community,” he said. “We applaud Senator
Smith’s continued leadership and efforts to strength-
en tribal sovereignty. We need to be able to protect
our own community from the predatory drug dealers
that are wreaking havoc on our families. The future
of the Red Lake Nation relies on it.”

Cathy Chavers, chairwoman of the Bois Forte
Band, added her appreciation.

“We thank Senator Smith for her continued com-
mitment to law enforcement and Indian Country,”
she said. “Protecting our most vulnerable members is
the fundamental goal of all governments. The PRO-
TECT Act enhances tribal sovereignty and public
safety and is an idea whose time has come.”

Submitted photo

Sam Crowell, left, and Tim Rindahl visit with the Grinch at the
White Earth Elders Christmas Party on Dec. 10 at the Shooting
Star Casino.
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Valley View Manor
Valley View Manor in Ada has 1 

bedroom units for rent. 

Rent is based on 30% of your adjusted monthly
income calculated per HUD guidelines up to a

contract rent of $750 and includes: Water, Sewer,
Garbage and Heat.  

For more information contact DW Jones Management.
218-547-3307 or apply at www.dwjonesmanagement.com

$1.8 million DOE grant will fund new energy jobs
training at WE Tribal and Community College

A new energy jobs training program will be
launched by the White Earth Tribal and Community
College (WETCC) through a partnership with the
Minnesota Department of Commerce, which was
awarded a $1.8 million grant with the U.S.
Department of Energy’s Energy Auditor Training
Program.

The Minnesota Commerce Department partnered
with WETCC to address the growing need in north-
west Minnesota for more skilled professionals trained
in energy efficiency work as energy auditors. Energy
Auditor Training program participants will receive
classroom training, credentials, job shadowing expe-
rience, and wraparound services.

Students will receive classroom courses aligned
with Building Performance Institute certifications,
which will broaden paths to clean energy careers that
don’t require a 4-year college degree. Students will
also benefit from hands-on job training with organiza-
tions across northwestern Minnesota, including utility
companies, cities, and the White Earth Tribal Nation.
The new program will start with residential energy
auditor training, with the goal of expanding in the
future. WETCC has selected Everblue as the
Interstate Renewable Energy Council accredited
training partner to deliver the grant’s programming.

“This grant to initiate our Energy Auditor
Training Program enables us to dive into critical
work, training a new generation of energy auditors
who will play essential roles in promoting energy
efficiency and sustainability within our communi-
ties,” said White Earth Tribal and Community
College President Anna Sheppard. “We’re looking
forward to starting this meaningful work and are
grateful for the support that makes this program pos-
sible.”

Bridget Guiza, WETCC Customized Education
Coordinator, said, “This opportunity took a regional
team effort and grew from significant relationship
building across multiple partners. Collectively, we are
one step closer toward achieving Tribal energy sover-
eignty.”

Commerce Commissioner Grace Arnold said,
“These kinds of training programs are crucial for
building a workforce that serves communities across
the state to create good-paying jobs, to save money on
energy costs, and to reduce energy use. The federal
funds coming to Minnesota are helping us to build our
clean energy economy.”  

The regional impact of the energy auditor train-
ing program would bring opportunities for more ener-
gy efficiency efforts on White Earth Reservation and
other communities in northwestern Minnesota. The
City of Crookston is among the ongoing and develop-
ing partners across the region for the training.  “We
have a goal to improve energy efficiency for at least
600 homes in our city, and the first step to achieve
that goal is to have energy audits,” said Karie
Kirschbaum Crookston Community Development
Director and Executive Director for Crookston
Housing and Economic Development Authority.
“Making homes more energy efficient helps save our
residents money and reduces our energy costs.”

Otter Tail Power Company, which serves
Crookston and other areas in northwest Minnesota
with electric power, is one of the businesses planning
to offer hands-on training to students. “We’re excited
about the new program at White Earth Tribal and
Community College as an important opportunity to
both help our customers save money by using less
energy and to expand the energy workforce in our
region,” said Otter Tail Power Retail Energy
Solutions Manager Jason Grenier.

The Minnesota Department of Commerce was
one of 16 state selectees for the DOE’s Energy
Auditor Training Program. Funds for the DOE pro-
gram came from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law.  

The White Earth Tribal and Community College
(WETCC) is an institution of higher learning dedicat-
ed to academic excellence grounded in Anishinaabe
culture, values, and traditions. WETCC is dedicated
to providing quality education and training that meets
the needs of the White Earth Nation and surrounding
communities.

A Nurse will be available for blood sugar testing, 
vital signs, weight, cholesterol screenings and ABI 

testing and scheduling. 

WECare Staff will be 
available to help with WECare assessments

Questions?  Call 218-255-2204 or 218-280-6283
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Elders from Page 7

THE DOCTOR’S CORNER

Blink and You’ll Miss It: 
The Hidden Struggle of Dry Eye

By Jordan Thomas, Optometry Extern
and David Bellware, OD
White Earth Health Center

Dry eye, a common and often frustrating condition affects over
16 Million Americans according to the National Eye Institute.  It
occurs when the eyes do not produce enough tears or when the
tears evaporate too quickly. This results in discomfort, irritation,
and sometimes vision problems. Although dry eye can affect peo-
ple of all ages, it is more prevalent among older adults, women, and
individuals with certain medical conditions. 

Dry eye occurs when there is an imbalance in the tear film,
which consists of three layers: the oil layer, the water layer, and the
mucin layer. The tear film provides lubrication to the surface of the
eye, which helps maintain comfort and clear vision. When the tear
film is disrupted, it leads to dryness and irritation. There are two
main causes of dry eye:

1. Decreased Tear Production: The tear glands (lacrimal
glands) do not produce enough tears, which can happen due to age,
medical conditions (such as rheumatoid arthritis or diabetes), or
side effects of certain medications (like antihistamines or antide-
pressants).

2. Increased Tear Evaporation: Even if tear production is
adequate, the tears may evaporate too quickly, often due to poor
eyelid closure or environmental factors (such as wind, smoke, or
air conditioning). A disruption in the oily layer of the tear film, pro-
duced by the meibomian glands, can also contribute to excessive
evaporation.

In addition to these primary causes, autoimmune diseases and
hormonal changes, especially in women, are well-known risk fac-
tors for developing dry eye. Several external factors can worsen the
symptoms of dry eye, some of which include exposure to wind,
smoke, dry air, or air conditioning, spending long hours in front of
a computer screen, and contact lenses.

Treatment for dry eye largely depends on the severity of the
condition. In many cases, lifestyle changes and over-the-counter
products can alleviate symptoms. Here are some of the most com-
mon methods for managing dry eye:

1.  Artificial Tears: Over-the-counter lubricating eye drops
are the most common treatment for mild cases of dry eye. These
drops help to lubricate the eyes and reduce discomfort.

2.  Lifestyle Modifications:
- Taking Breaks from Screens: The 20-20-20 rule is recom-

mended for individuals who spend long periods in front of screens.
This involves taking a 20-second break every 20 minutes by look-
ing at something 20 feet away. This helps encourage blinking and
tear distribution.

- Improving the Environment: Using a humidifier can help
prevent the evaporation of tears. Wearing wraparound sunglasses
outdoors can shield the eyes from UV Rays, wind and other irri-
tants.

- Hydration and Omega-3s: Staying hydrated is essential for
maintaining healthy tear production, so drinking plenty of water
throughout the day can help keep the eyes moist. Additionally,
omega-3 fatty acids (fish oil), found in foods like fish, flaxseed,
and walnuts, are known to improve the quality of tears and reduce
inflammation, which can be beneficial for those with dry eye. Not
a fan of the fishy taste? Try Nordic Naturals!

3. Warm Compresses: Applying a warm compress to the
eyes for 10-15 minutes twice daily can help open the blocked oil
glands, allowing the tear film to stabilize and reduce evaporation.

4. Eyelid Hygiene: Regular cleaning of the eyelids can help

See Eyes Page 11

Shane Burnette held an Elders only surprise
bingo at the complex on Dec. 17 and had some
pretty good stuff from what I hear. A Big Thank
you to Shane - he really goes all in when he does
anything.

We would like to start planning on things to do
local so that many more can attend the events. We
are working on a calendar of events and would like
to have some volunteers with the planning if you
are interested in joining in and having some fun
feel free to reach out to any of us to sign up. Maybe
fishing, walking in the parks and having a BBQ - I
mean who doesn’t like a good BBQ in the park and
a nice walk afterwards to enjoy the beautiful sur-
rounding mother nature at it’s best. Plus, if you
have any great ideas on other things to do let us
know.

It would be nice if we had a board at each ENP
center and the community centers where we could

post our calendar of events.  There is a lot of things
some of us miss out on because we didn’t know
that they were taking place so if there is a event
that is happening in your area you can call one of
the calendar event committee members when we
get some elders working on the calendar.  It would
be nice to have a couple from every community
that way we can make sure that it gets on all the
boards in every community share the information.
And don’t forget that the Elders of White Earth
Facebook page is a good place to check out once in
a while lots of information.

Remember to check in on family and friends
just to make sure that they are doing good.

Sincerely,
Tim Rindahl (Chairman) 218-261-0182
Sam Crowell (Vice Chair) 218-252-9390
Colleen Blattenbauer (Treasurer) 218-204-0134
Missy Fairbanks (Secretary) 218-401-0553
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Warnsholz from Page 4

*Licensed in Minnesota and White Earth Tribal Courts

Fergus Falls
218-736-5673

Attention New Homeowners &
Existing Homeowners

If you are in need of a Well & Sewer system for your house/ 
trailer home, you can contact the White Earth Water & Sewer

Department
Requirements to qualify for the grants are:

- White Earth Tribal enrolled member
- Reside on the White Earth Reservation

- Proof of the Land in which you own, Fee land (Land Deed/
Warranty Deed or Tribal Trust Land (Tribal Trust agreement)

- Proof of home ownership 
- Eighteen (18) years of age or older

- Must have electricity, heat source and interior plumbing 
to the home

Contact us at 218-983-3202

You can reach the Anishinaabneg Today 
at 218-935-3569

or today@whiteearth-nsn.gov

Being Anishinaabe: Embracing and celebrating
Ojibwe culture and heritage by integrating traditional
teachings, cultural practices, and the Ojibwe lan-
guage into everyday life. This includes initiatives
such as implementing an Ojibwe word of the day,
scheduling monthly learning lunches, and supporting
cultural immersion opportunities.

Securing Relevancy: Uniting the efforts of the
MCT to ensure its continued relevance and effective-
ness. This involves creating a comprehensive fund-
ing plan, advocating for legislative support, updating
the mission and vision statements, and enhancing
self-governance to increase synergy among the mem-
ber Bands.

Empowering Human Capital: Fostering a sup-
portive and engaging work environment by updating
policies and procedures, providing training and
development opportunities, and establishing dedicat-
ed Human Resources support. This aims to improve
job satisfaction, retention, and accountability.

Actively Engaging Each Other: Strengthening
internal communication and collaboration across the
MCT’s departments. This includes redefining the
mission and vision, implementing team-building
exercises, and creating opportunities for cross-train-
ing and learning.

Enhancing and Updating Technology:

Modernizing the technological infrastructure of the
MCT by evaluating IT and software needs, standard-
izing operating procedures, and exploring digital
solutions to improve efficiency and security.

Warnsholz emphasizes that for the MCT to
achieve its goals, the six bands must come together
as one to move forward. Unity and collaboration are
essential to realizing the tribe's vision for the future.

A Vision for the Future
Luke Warnsholz’s leadership is marked by a

clear vision for the future of the Minnesota Chippewa
Tribe. By blending traditional values with modern
strategies, he aims to create a thriving, resilient com-
munity that honors its past while embracing the pos-
sibilities of the future. As the Minnesota Chippewa
Tribe moves forward under Warnsholz’s leadership,
the community can look forward to a future of
growth, prosperity, and cultural preservation for the
next seven generations.

You can reach the 
Anishinaabneg Today 

at 218-935-3569
or 

today@whiteearth-nsn.gov
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White Earth Food Shelf
January 2025 Delivery Schedule

Notice to all tribal land lessee(s), and 
all others utilizing tribal lands

The White Earth Land Office is conducting in-depth file reviews and periodic inspec-
tions on all sites, assignments, leases and contracts as it relates to compliance on all
tribal land.  All those occupying or residing on tribal land must update their informa-
tion in-person or by completing and submitting an Address Update form.  If you are
residing on or occupying tribal land and do not have a current lease, assignment,
and/or contract you must contact our office immediately to avoid further action.
Please contact the Land Office at 218-983-4650 if you need additional information or
have questions.  Miiqwech!

Eyes from Page 9

manage conditions like blepharitis, which
can worsen dry eye. Eyelid scrubs or wipes,
such as OCuSOFT, can be used to remove
debris or oil buildup around the eyelids.

5. Surgical Options:  Punctal
Occlusion  - Punctal Plugs non-permanent
or Cautery permanent

Dry eye is a multifactorial condition
that can significantly impact a person's
quality of life, causing discomfort and

affecting daily activities. Thankfully, many
cases of dry eye can be managed with sim-
ple measures, such as artificial tears,
lifestyle adjustments, and eyelid hygiene.
With early detection and appropriate treat-
ment, most people with dry eye can work
with their Eye Doctor to find effective ways
to manage their daily symptoms and
improve their eye comfort and quality of
life.
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White Earth Reservation
Tribal Enrollment Elder Snow Removal Application

White Earth Water & Sewer Department
PO Box 418, White Earth, MN 56591 Phone: 218-983-3202 Fax: 1-888-228-3650
Email: lisa.donovan-larson@whiteearth-nsn.gov or Burnham.tibbettsIII@whiteearth-nsn.gov
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Urban employees Christmas party

Submitted photo

White Earth Secretary-Treasurer and Minnesota Chippewa Tribe
President Michael LaRoque, left, congratulates Luke Warnsholz
on his new position as MCT Executive Director at a recent TEC
Special Meeting in Hinckley, Minn.  Luke is a White Earth mem-
ber and graduated from Mahnomen High School. 

Submitted photo

White Earth Urban RBC employees gathered for a Christmas
party on Dec. 6 at the Mystic Lake Casino in Prior Lake, Minn.

New MCT Executive Director

The White Earth RBC honored 15 employees for 25
years of dedicated work for the White Earth Nation at a
Years of Service Recognition Ceremony held Dec. 12 at
the Shooting Star Casino.  
The employees enjoyed a plated meal and received a
blanket and certificate. 
The employees recognized were: Angela Soyring, Shane
Burnette, Ronda Amundson, Jamie Auginaush, Kenneth
Bevins Jr., Bruce Engebretson, Susan Heisler, Sarah
Lefebvre, Maxine Rousu, Tina Starkey, Verna Thompson,
Raymond Waukazo, Jean Weaver, Brenda Weaver, and
Desiree Weaver.  Left: Maxine Rousu receives her blan-
ket and certificate.

25 Years!
RBC employees are honored for their hard work, dedication

Photos by Gary W. Padrta

White Earth Police take reservation youth shopping 

Submitted photo

The White Earth Police Department had the pleasure of taking two students from each school on the reser-
vation on a special shopping trip!  Thank you to the members of the Juvenile Wellness Court for helping us
transport the students to Walmart in Detroit Lakes.  We want to extend our gratitude to Walmart for making
the event special. They shut down a checkout lane just for us and Santa even made a special appearance!
Thank you to the staff from the Naytahwaush Community Charter School, Mahnomen Elementary School,
Waubun-Ogema Elementary School, Pine Point Elementary School, and Circle of Life Academy for select-
ing the students. We are looking forward to doing this event again next year!
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RBC Employee Christmas Party

Photos by Gary W. Padrta

The annual RBC Employee Christmas Party was held Dec. 13 at
the Shooting Star Casino.  More than 900 employees and guests
were treated to a plated meal, free-play coupon, entertainment
and door prizes. Top: Waiting for the party to start. Middle: The
entertainment was provided by Rock & Roll Xmas Spectacular.
Bottom: District 1 Representative Henry Fox thanks employees
for all the work they do throughout the year. 

White Earth TUC recognized as first Tribal
Associate Member of National Association 
of Regulatory Utility Commissioners 

By Nate Mathews
Executive Director
White Earth Tribal Utility Commission

In November, the White Earth Tribal Utility
Commission (TUC) was welcomed as an Associate
Member to the National Association of Regulatory
Utility Commissioners (NARUC).  This is the first
time a Tribal entity dedicated to public utility and
policy formation, implementation, and planning, has
joined NARUC as an Associate Member.

Founded in 1889, the National Association of
Regulatory Utility Commissioners (NARUC) is a
non-profit organization dedicated to representing the
state public service commissions who regulate the
utilities that provide essential services such as ener-
gy, telecommunications, power, water, and trans-
portation.

NARUC's members include all 50 states, the
District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin
Islands. Most state commissioners are appointed to
their positions by their governor or legislature,

whereas commissioners in 11 states are elected by
the public and in two states by the general assembly.
The White Earth Tribal Utility Commission was cre-
ated under the White Earth Tribal Utility Code in
2023 and Commissioners are appointed by the Tribal
Council.  The following individuals have been
appointed by the White Earth Tribal Council: 

•  Melinda Iverson, Chair
•  Jacob McArthur, Vice Chair
•  Christie Haverkamp, Commissioner
•  Mike Smith, Commissioner
•  Joe Tonihka, Commissioner
The mission of NARUC is to serve the public

interest by improving the quality and effectiveness of
public utility regulation. Under state laws, NARUC's
members have an obligation to ensure the establish-
ment and maintenance of utility services as may be
required by law and to ensure that such services are
provided at rates and conditions that are fair, reason-
able, and nondiscriminatory for all consumers.  More
information about this organization can be found at
www.naruc.org

File photo

Members of the White Earth Tribal Utilities Commission from left are Jacob McArthur, Joe Tonihka, Christie
Haverkamp, Melinda Iverson, Nate Mathews (TUC Executive Director), and Gerald “Mike” Smith.

Waadookodaading Ojibwe Language Institute receives $1.5 million
gift from MacKenzie Scott to advance language revitalization efforts

The Waadookodaading Ojibwe Language
Institute (WOLI) is excited to announce a transforma-
tive $1.5 million donation from philanthropist
MacKenzie Scott. This generous gift will support the
construction of a Community Language Revitalization
Center, a crucial step in advancing WOLI’s mission to
preserve and promote the Ojibwe language.

Founded in 2000, WOLI has been a leader in
Ojibwe language revitalization, partnering with the
Lac Courte Oreilles Band of Lake Superior Chippewa
to run an Ojibwe language immersion school and
offering a variety of community language programs.
These initiatives play a vital role in ensuring the

Ojibwe language thrives, not just within the Lac
Courte Oreilles community, but across the region.

Lisa LaRonge, Executive Director of WOLI,
expressed her gratitude and excitement: “This gener-
ous gift from MacKenzie Scott comes at a pivotal
moment in our journey.”

The new Community Language Revitalization
Center will serve as a hub for language immersion,
cultural events, and community gatherings, creating a
space for intergenerational language transmission and
cultural enrichment. This state-of-the-art facility will
help accelerate language acquisition and increase
opportunities for cultural engagement for all ages.
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WE TRIBAL COURT
TRAFFIC COURT 

In the Matter of Yvonne Denise Weaver, DOB:
03/14/1993
Summons to Appear in Court 

Court File No. CO2024-00020

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that on January
22, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. an Initial Hearing on
the conservation citation will be held at the
White Earth Tribal Court at 35500 Eagle View
Road Ogema, MN 56569. If you fail to appear
for this hearing, the Court may find you in
default and/or held in contempt of Court. You
may contact Court Administration at (218) 983-
3285.  
Dated: December 2, 2024

WE TRIBAL COURT
TRAFFIC COURT 

In the Matter of Carissa Jean Coleman, DOB:
07/20/2001
Summons to Appear in Court 

Court File No. T2024-00161

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that on January
22, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. an Initial Hearing on
the traffic citation will be held at the White
Earth Tribal Court at 35500 Eagle View Road
Ogema, MN 56569. If you fail to appear for
this hearing, the Court may find you in default
and/or held in contempt of Court. You may
contact Court Administration at (218) 983-
3285. 
Dated: December 18, 2024

WE BAND OF OJIBWE
TRIBAL COURT 

In the Matter of: White Earth Housing
Authority vs. Joseph Sudar
Summons to Appear for Retrial

Court File No. H2024-0006

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that on
December 3, 2024, a Complaint in Unlawful
Detainer was filed with the White Earth Tribal
Court.  A pretrial hearing on the complaint is
scheduled for January 22, 2025 at 9:30 a.m.
which will be held at the White Earth Tribal
Court at 35500 Eagle View Road Ogema, MN
56569.  You are asked to contact Court
Administration at 218-983-3525 to receive a
copy of the complaint in unlawful detainer.  If
you fail to appear for this hearing, the Court
may find you in default and enter an order
against you, and/or you may be found in con-
tempt of Court and fined civilly. 
Dated: December 27, 2024
Veronia Newcomer
Attorney for White Earth Housing Authority

UPDATE YOUR ADDRESS
Please update your address with the
Anishinaabeg Today. Let us know if 
you moved so we can cancel  your 

old address.  

Many papers are still being sent 
to old addresses! 

Call the Anishinaabeg Today at 
218-935-3569 

or email today@whiteearth-nsn.gov
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It’s White Earth versus Leech Lake in this lightweight battle
when Kevin Clark (White Earth) collides with Eli Finn on

Saturday, Jan. 25 at the Northern Lights Casino in Walker,
Minn. Tickets start at $45 and can be purchased at 

northernlightscasino.com

Did You Know...
You can read the current and past issues of the Anishinaabeg
Today online at www.whiteearth.com for free!  The online issues
feature more color and you can read them right away when the

paper comes out on the first Wednesday of each month.

WE Water & Sewer offers cold-weather tips

1. The most likely spot for water lines to freeze is
where it enters the house/trailer home/building. Make
sure warmer air can reach pipes where water enters the
house/trailer home/building. If you have heat tape
wrapped around your pipes, make sure it is
plugged in.

2. Check around your home for areas where water
supply lines are in unheated areas and take measures
to prevent the flow of cold air in these areas. Common
locations include: basement, crawl space, attic,
garage, and under kitchen and bathroom cabinets.

3. Determine where your water shut-off valve is
in your house and learn how to use it. For most homes
the shut-off valve is located near the water meter at the
point where the water line comes into your home,
which is usually in your basement. If a pipe freezes
and breaks it will be important to know where the
shut-off valve is located.

4. Keep the thermostat set to the same tempera-
ture both during the day and at night. By temporarily
suspending the use of lower nighttime temperatures,
you may incur a higher heating bill, but you can pre-
vent a much more costly repair job if pipes freeze and
burst.

5. Do not plow or drive over the area where
your water and sewer lines are buried. Doing so

pushes the frost further into the ground, increasing the
risk of freeze ups.

6. Make sure the roof vent is not covered with
snow or blocked. Snow build up over the vent will
cause the sewer drain to slow down. This prevents the
warmer air in the sewer system from venting up the
house and keeping the line above from freezing.

7. Make sure sewer cleanouts or riser (white
pipes in the yard) are capped so none of the cold air
can enter the sewer system causing a freeze up.

Please contact the White Earth Water and Sewer
department in the event of your water or sewer system
freezing at 218-983-3202. The community water sys-
tems will monitor water temperature to prevent com-
munity freeze ups.
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Chairman from Page 3

National Wildlife Refuge. We are taking crucial steps to pro-
tect and support our citizens’ rights to engage in treaty-pro-
tected activities. We deeply appreciate the support and collab-
oration that has made this endeavor possible. On Oct. 1, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife signed a Tamarac co-stewardship agreement
with White Earth.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the
White Earth Nation will collaborate in several areas on man-
agement of Tamarac National Wildlife Refuge. The co-stew-
ardship agreement lays out specific areas where tribal and fed-
eral resource managers will collaborate.

The next step is to discuss a possible annual funding
agreement to provide federal funding to White Earth for nat-
ural resource management. 

Ship named after White Earth band member
I had the privilege to attend a ceremony at the National

Museum of American Indian in Washington, D.C., honoring
my relative and White Earth Anishinaabe James Fairbanks.  A
future Navajo-class Navy ship will bear his name — USNS
James D. Fairbanks and will carry his legacy of service for-
ward and symbolize his dedication to the Seabees.  Fairbanks
was the first Native American to serve as Force Master Chief
Petty Officer, the highest-ranking enlisted Navy Seabee.
Force Master Chief James Fairbanks was in our language an
Ogiichidaa, a Warrior and Protector for our People - the
Anishinaabeg, and the citizens of the United States. He served
with distinction and valor.  Due to his exemplary leadership,
he has earned the right to have a ship named in his honor.

Culture/Community
Our Anishinaabe- Native culture and villages that form

our communities are essential to our people.  We continue to
support our traditions and promote harmony through commu-
nity, Mother’s Day and Veterans Powwows and our annual
156th Annual White Earth Celebration.  We held picnics in the
villages throughout our Nation over the summer that wel-
comed newly constructed playgrounds in each community.
We also had picnics in the Urban areas which brought us all
together for amazing summer fun. The tribe also hosted sev-
eral cultural camps that taught members many traditional
ways passed down to us by our ancestors. Our Language and
Culture Department leader Rob Tibbetts has made significant
progress in teaching and learning events throughout our sum-
mer. My wife and I also had some fun, amazing wiigwaas
makak - birch bark classes also.

Housing and Shelter
Affordable housing is an ongoing need for our people.

White Earth Housing Authority is making improvements, and
we see fewer boarded homes and more being used.  In
Mahnomen, 24 single-family units were built by the Tribe
with the support of the Minnesota Housing Finance Agency.
The units are supportive sober living apartments for our rela-
tives. In Rice Lake, tiny homes have been built and tiny
homes for our relatives are in the works for White Earth and
Pine Point. In Bemidji, we plan to build new, affordable, safe
housing for our members where the old Ridgeway once stood.
We opened a homeless shelter in Mahnomen through our
Human Services program in May.

Housing is a basic human necessity, and I continue to
work on legislation and funding that addresses this need.
Locally 23 elder homes were included in home repair bids to
help our elders remain safely in their homes.

Strawberry Lake Wellness Campus
The final stages of development of the former Christian

retreat facility are rapidly progressing, marking a significant
step forward in expanding essential healthcare services for the
White Earth Nation. Remodeling of the existing facility is in
its final stages, preparing it to provide much-needed space for
youth- and family-based behavioral health services, and fam-
ily opioid use disorder treatment services. We are also nearing
completion of the final stages of development for the residen-
tial or inpatient treatment facility, which will further enhance
our capacity to provide comprehensive care. This comprehen-
sive and culturally sensitive program, rooted in Anishinaabe
culture and language, is designed to address substance use dis-
orders and promote healing within the community, with a par-
ticular focus on family-centered care. It utilizes holistic

approach, integrating indigenous wisdom with evidence-
based practices. In summary, the near-complete development
of the former retreat facility will soon provide expanded, cul-
turally relevant behavioral health and substance use disorder
treatment services, with a strong emphasis on youth- and fam-
ily-focused healing and well-being through the White Earth
Behavioral Health Division.

Election
I want to personally thank everyone for re-electing me to

my second full term as your Chairman.  It’s been an honor to
lead this great nation for the past five years, and I look for-
ward to continuing to work with the Council on your behalf.
We have moved forward in many areas, but we still have a lot
to do, and I will fight hard to ensure we meet our objectives
and goals.  Welcome, Laura Lee Erickson, to the new District
3 Representative position.  Laura has worked tirelessly for the
tribe for many years, and it has been a smooth transition for
her to the Council.  I want to thank former District 3
Representative Cheryl “Annie” Jackson for all her work with
the Council. 

Mashkode-Bizhiki Bison
Our White Earth Agriculture Department reports that

more bison have arrived! Thanks to our success in caring for
our first group of four heifers received last November for our
Phase 1 Bison Operation, the White Earth Agriculture
Department moved forward with Phase 2 and applied for
more bison through the Intertribal Buffalo Council (ITBC).
These surplus bison are an intact family unit of 15 to 20 cows,
calves, and heifers that came from Yellowstone National Park.

Wild Rice
Once again, White Earth had a successful harvest season!

This is the time of year when we gather our food and begin
our preparation for the winter months. It is the time of year
when families and community members gather to share our
knowledge and skills about traditions that have been passed
down through generations. It is the time of year to celebrate
our connection with Mama Aki, Mother Earth.  The Wild Rice
Department started buying rice from our members on Aug. 23.
As usual, our members start the ricing season south of the
reservation in the Tamarac National Wildlife Refuge, where
record pounds of rice came off lakes.

This season, we purchased an impressive 281,824 pounds
of green wild rice, with more than 200,000 pounds harvested
from Lower Rice Lake alone. In total, we paid our hardwork-
ing wild rice harvesters $2,079,000, marking yet another
record-breaking year!

Waabigwan Mashkiki
The White Earth Waabigwan Mashkiki retail store has

moved to a more visible location on Highway 59 across from
the Shooting Star Casino in Mahnomen.  The cultivation facil-
ity in Mahnomen underwent renovations to expand its product
line. White Earth already provides wholesale products to two
Native American dispensaries and is in the process of creating
deals with three others. The business has more than 88
employees and continues to have a successful expansion of
products and retail. 

Red Lake Blood Criteria
The White Earth Nation Reservation Business

Committee has passed a resolution supporting amending the
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe (MCT) Enrollment Ordinance to
align with what is written in the MCT Constitution.  This
would be beneficial in recognition of the inclusion of the Red
Lake Nation Ojibwe blood in determining enrollment eligibil-
ity. This resolution reflects the RBC’s commitment to advo-
cating for the many children who are descendants of White
Earth Nation and Red Lake Nation but currently do not meet
the current enrollment criteria for White Earth Nation.

Recognizing Red Lake Nation’s ancestry for enrollment
would strengthen ties between descendants of the two Nations
while ensuring fairness for families with dual heritage.

Supporting this amendment is about fairness and honor-
ing the shared lineage of our communities.  It is our duty to
ensure that children with both White Earth and Red Lake
ancestry have the opportunity to connect with their tribal roots
and identity, even if they don’t meet current criteria.

IHS 638 Process
The White Earth Band is actively taking control of its

healthcare through several ongoing initiatives that align with
the self-governance process with Indian Health Services.
Leveraging our Title I Self-Determination contract with the
Indian Health Service, we are currently operating 638 pro-
grams to serve our tribal citizens. Recognizing the increasing
complexity of Tribal health, behavioral health, and traditional
healing services, we have established a workgroup to function
as an interim Tribal Health Board. This group is currently
working to develop necessary standards for oversight of all
our health services, manage our healthcare finances, and
develop an annual strategic plan to address our community's
needs, using expert advice in areas like finance and law. The
Health Board will also provide annual reports to tribal mem-
bers on program status. This work group will be developing a
White Earth Health Regulatory Code to provide a strong
framework for healthcare governance, ensuring quality and
culturally relevant care. These steps will guide funding prior-
ities and help us determine which healthcare services we
should provide directly. These are ongoing efforts to build a
stronger, more responsive healthcare system run by White
Earth, for our Nation, securing a healthier future for our peo-
ple.

New openings
The Mahnomen Boys and Girls Club held their grand

opening at the old Shopko building on Highway 59.  It’s a safe
place for our youth to gather, learn and socialize.  The new
club features an indoor basketball court, computer lab, full
kitchen and cafeteria, and plenty of room for various activi-
ties.

White Earth Child Care Early Childhood Program move
their Early Childhood classrooms, infants, toddlers,
preschoolers and program staff to their newly constructed
building. The new Child Care site is located south on Eagle
View Road next door to the RBC headquarters. An announce-
ment will be made at a later date for an open house event.

The Shooting Star Casino Section 5 remodel opened on
May 24. It features new machines, a vibrant atmosphere, and
a new sports bar with contemporary restroom facilities. This
remodel provides a refreshing update with modern machines,
card tables, and additional dining options. The renovation also
includes a smoking room equipped with state-of-the-art venti-
lation systems to accommodate all guests.

Conclusion
As we reflect on the successes of 2024, we also look

ahead to a future full of promise and potential. We remain
focused on strengthening our tribal sovereignty, expanding
economic opportunities, and ensuring that future generations
inherit a White Earth Nation that is resilient, prosperous, and
deeply connected to our Gaawaabaabiganikaag Anishinaabe
roots.

We will continue to advocate for our rights to manage our
lands, natural resources, and cultural heritage and remain at
the forefront of opportunities that enhance our ability to pro-
vide for our people. Whether through the Tamarac National
Wildlife Refuge or White Earth State Forrest, we are always
moving forward.  

I am grateful for your support, our membership. We are
stronger because we are continuing to expand our horizons as
a Nation building a bright future for generations to come.
Together, we are shaping the future of White Earth Nation,
which honors our past while embracing new opportunities for
growth and success.

I want to wish everyone a safe and successful 2025 New
Year. 

Baamaapii wiingezin.
Miigwech bizindawiyeg. 
Gigawaabamininim naagaj. 
Take it easy.
Thank you for listening to me. 
See you all later. 

Chairman Michael Fairbanks
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Erickson from Page 6

Quarter from Page 2

B & T Meat's products are from 
your local community

We have steaks, ground beef, roasts, sausages, brats, meat sticks, pork
chops, bacon, summer sausage...plus much, much more! 
Order your holiday hams and special cuts soon!

Store Hours:  
Monday- Friday: 9 am - 6:30 pm / Saturday:  9 am - 4 pm

Meat Bundles are available, including our new  “Maggie & Mary’s Soup
Bundle” that includes a variety of meats and soup mixes!  

“Have a beef or hog you need butchered?  Give
us a call to schedule a date.  Want to purchase
a whole, or half hog or beef?  We can help you
with that too!”  
Facebook:  Benson + Turner Foods, Inc.
Website:  btmeats.com
Address:  3145 US Hwy 59, Waubun, MN
Phone:  218-473-2822  
Now accepting EBT

el to Duluth, providing White Earth tribal members
with the opportunity to obtain tribal IDs and purchase
wild rice. A date for this event is currently being
coordinated. Once a date is set, it will be posted on
our Facebook page, website to notify the public. 

Tribal Broadband
White Earth Nation has been awarded a Tribal

Broadband and Connectivity grant, which will fund
the purchase of computer workstations. Each work-
station will include a study carrel, chair, desktop
computer, monitor, keyboard, and mouse. These
workstations will be made available to the public at
various locations across the Reservation. District 3
will receive 12 workstations at the White Earth Tribal
Headquarters, 12 at Pine Point and 12 at Congregate
Housing. 

I hope everyone had a joyful holiday season. As
we close one chapter and welcome a new year,

together we shall continue to support one another and
celebrate our shared journey. Miigwech for your con-
tinued support and involvement in our community.  If
you need assistance or have any questions, feel free
to reach out at anytime. 

Contact information: 
Laura Lee Erickson
laura.erickson@whiteearth-nsn.gov
Office: 218-935-6238
Cell: 218-401-1153
Facebook: VOTE LAURA LEE  
Assistant for District 3 
Tiffany Swiers
Office: 218-935-6235
Cell: 218-997-9124
tiffany.swiers@whiteearth-nsn.gov

“Americanization” of Indigenous people. She penned
articles in Atlantic Monthly, Harper’s Weekly, and
published short stories and books that contained both
autobiographical writings and American Indian leg-
ends. In 1921, her book American Indian Stories was
published, further establishing her recognition as an
American author and strengthening her position as an
advocate for Indigenous rights.

In addition to being a writer, Zitkala-Ša also
trained and performed as a concert violinist and com-
poser, including co-writing the first Native American
opera, The Sun Dance Opera, completed in 1913.

From 1900 to her death, Zitkala-Ša worked tire-
lessly for American Indian citizenship rights, inde-
pendence, and tribal sovereignty. She joined the
Society of American Indians in 1907 and became co-
editor of the American Indian Magazine. Through
her leadership in the Society of American Indians and
respect across Indigenous communities, she influ-
enced Congress towards the Indian Citizenship Act
of 1924 and the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934. 

She also co-founded the National Council of
American Indians to advance voting rights, health-
care, legal status, and land rights, and she started the
Indian Welfare Committee within the General
Federation of Women’s Clubs, expanding the recog-
nition of the rights of Indigenous women more
broadly in U.S. society.

Zitkala-Ša lived in and around Washington, DC,
and northern Virginia from 1911 to 1938. She and her
husband, Raymond Bonnin, worked in Washington,
DC, to advance the rights of Native Americans. They
continued working within Native American organi-
zations advocating for reform and lobbying for full
citizenship rights through World War I, the Pandemic
of 1918, and into the years of the Great Depression.
Finally, Congress passed legislation for American
Indian Citizenship in 1924 and new land rights legis-
lation in 1934.

Zitkala- Ša lived an independent, motivated, and
quite accomplished life, but her story is almost for-
gotten today. Research for the 2019 Smithsonian
American Women book brought me back to recon-
sidering Zitkala- Ša’s remarkable life and relentless
activism for American Indians rights in the early
1900s. In the lead up to the centennial of the 19th
Amendment in 2020, focus on Zitkala- Ša’s achieve-
ments and her story have been recognized more fully.
Her first biography was published in 2016, her and
her husband’s archives are now being researched at

Brigham Young University, and many museum col-
lections and Tribal Cultural Centers are reinterpret-
ing Indigenous women’s history collections. T

he creation of the Smithsonian American
Women’s History Museum in 2020 also created
renewed interest in Native American Women’s
History at the Smithsonian. Through my efforts and
other Smithsonian colleagues, I hope that Zitkala-
Ša’s legacy will continue to have a prominent place
in history, so others may come to understand her
aspirations, her accomplishments, and to be inspired
by her drive for the best for her family, community,
and for the nation.

Courtesy photo

Did You Know?
You can read the current  and past issues 

of the Anishinaabeg Today online at
www.whiteearth.com for free! 

The online issues feature more color and you
can read them right away when the paper comes

out on the first Wednesday of each month.
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Sugarbush Residents
Notice of Township Filing

Notice is Hereby Given to the residents of Sugar Bush
Township that the annual filing for election of offices
open Dec 31, 2024 and continue through January 14,
2025.
The following positions are to be filled at the election
on March 11, 2024

SUPERVISOR / 3-YEAR TERM
TREASURER / 2-YEAR TERM

If you wish to file for candidacy, please file with the
township clerk at her Residence in the evenings or by
appointment. If you would like to make an appoint-
ment or need further information call 651-302-1479.
The clerk’s office is (33724 County Road, 143 Ogema,
MN 56569) will be open for filing starting January 2,
2025 from 1 until 5 pm.

Deb Chilton, Clerk
Sugar Bush Township
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Obituaries

Pamela Louise Green Neftali Alfonso Fuentes-Rios
Neftali Fuentes-Rios, 34, of Grand Rapids, Minn., died Dec. 1, at the Emeralds at

Grand Rapids care facility, in Grand Rapids.
Neftali Alfonso Fuentes-Rios was born on Dec. 11, 1989, in San Jose, Calif., to Neftali

Fuentes and Amparo “Ida” Rios. He was raised in a family that instilled in him a love for
life, and he spent much of his childhood alongside his nieces and
nephews.  He grew up especially close to Renee, George, and
David, whom he cherished like siblings.  

While attending Yerba Buena High School, Neftali began
working in the food industry, starting as a dishwasher. Through
hard work and motivation, he quickly worked his way up to prep
cook, chef, and into the catering profession. His career was driven
by his passion for making people happy, and he found joy in shar-
ing his love of food with others. Neftali had an irresistible person-
ality, and he easily lit up any room he entered, bringing laughter
and warmth wherever he went. His generosity and sense of humor
made him beloved by all who knew him.

His friendships were deeply important to him, and he greatly enjoyed hanging out
with his best friends, David, Ozzi, and Daniel. Neftali was also an outdoors enthusiast who
loved spending time fishing and hiking.

In March 2020, Neftali, along with his mother, relocated to Naytahwaush, to be near
his sister, Paulette. Shortly thereafter, his health began to decline as he battled a severe
infection and over the next several years, Neftali bravely suffered many ongoing health
issues. In his final years, Neftali relocated to Grand Rapids, where he made his home.
Though his health challenges were great, his gentle smile, kind heart, and unwavering spir-
it remained an inspiration to those around him. He will be deeply missed by all who had
the privilege of knowing him.

Neftali was welcomed home into the embrace of his twin baby girls, Renee and Jade;
all of his grandparents; and many aunts, uncles, and cousins who passed before him.  

He is survived by his mother, Ida Rios of Naytahwaush; father, Neftali Fuentas of San
Jose, Calif.; sisters, Stephanie (Doug) Rios of Chandler, Ariz., and Paulette (Rock Keezer)
Nelson of Naytahwaush; brother, Alberto “Ernie” Fuentes-Rios of San Jose; 12 nieces and
nephews; and several aunts, uncles, and cousins.  

No local services are being held at this time.
Arrangements: Anderson FamilyFuneral Home of Mahnomen. 
Online: www.andersonfamilyfh.com

Edward “Jr.” Allen William Soyring
Edward Allen William Soyring Jr., 83, of Coon Rapids, Minn., passed away on Nov.

27 on the birthday of his brother and best friend, Donnie. In the days leading up to his pass-
ing, Jr. often remarked, “Donnie is coming to get me to head up North,” a sentiment that

will forever resonate with those who loved him. His brother
Donnie, whom he adored, had passed in June 2021.

Born on Feb. 8, 1941, Jr. was the son of Edward and Ina
Soyring, raised on the family farm in Becker County, Minn. He
attended county school through the 8th grade before dedicating
himself to the family farm. At age 18, Jr. left the farm to work for
Glendenning Motor Works. His career would later take him to St.
Paul, where he eventually retired from Yellow Freight in 1994 after
many years of hard work and dedication.

On May 19, 1962, Jr. married Sharon Brunette, the love of his
life, and together they raised a family in Coon Rapids. Later, they
moved to Strawberry Lake, where Jr. spent many happy years with

his brother Donnie. They could often be found sharing coffee, tinkering around outside,
golfing, fishing, hunting, and going for 3-wheeler rides. The two brothers also shared an
unbreakable bond over their love for the Minnesota Vikings, and they would never be
bothered while watching the games. Jr. was also a passionate boxing fan, and he took great
pride in coaching others in the sport.

Jr. adored his grandchildren and the neighborhood children, always making sure to
share ice cream and offer a kind word. He and Sharon enjoyed their yearly trips to Las
Vegas and the Shooting Star Casino, and Jr. had a love for games like cribbage, poker,
bingo, and Sequence.

In 2014, Sharon and Jr. moved back to Coon Rapids to be closer to their family, where
they continued to enjoy the love and support of those around them.

Jr. is survived by his devoted wife of 62 years, Sharon; children: Steve (Jawanda),
Kristina (Jessie), and Kari (Ken) Schmoll; grandchildren: Steven, Erika, and Anika
Soyring, and Sam and Kaci Schmoll; as well as many nieces, nephews, other relatives, and
countless friends who were blessed to know him.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Edward and Ina; sisters: Helen Rosbacka,
Alice Kivi, and Doris Cogger; and brothers: Harold, Eino, Carl, Raymond, Gene, Donnie,
and Larry.

A memorial service was held Dec. 13 at Kozlak Radulovich Blaine Chapel in Blaine,
Minn. In lieu of flowers, memorials are preferred to No Child Should Go Hungry -
Minnesota or Detroit Lakes Boys and Girls Club in Jr.’s name.

Arrangements: Kozlak-Radulovich Funeral Chapel 
Online: www.kozlakradulovich.com

Gina Faye Lang
Gina Lang, 58, of Naytahwaush, died on Dec. 1.
Gina Faye Burnette was born March 31, 1966, in Mahnomen, the daughter of Edward

J. and Ada (Beaulieu) Burnette Sr.  She attended elementary school in Naytahwaush fol-
lowed by Mahnomen High School.  In her earlier years, Gina worked at Star Fireworks,

while living in Hunter, N.D.  Gina then furthered her education at
the vo-tech receiving her secretarial degree.  She also took some
blackjack and poker training, implementing her skills at the
Shooting Star Casino.  Gina worked several years at the casino
working as a cocktail waitress and a blackjack dealer before her
declining health forced her into an early retirement.  

Gina enjoyed leeching in the spring, listening to all kinds of
music, playing cards, and working on cross word puzzles.  She
loved taking trips to try her luck at the casino and baking, her spe-
cialty was peanut butter cookies.  Gina was a quiet individual yet
very outgoing in her own way with a great sense of humor.  She
had a huge heart with an open door to anyone in need.  Over the

years, she looked after many of Gene’s friends, especially Matt, who spent more time at
her house than at home.  She loved her friends and family, with her grandchildren being
her pride and joy.  She will be greatly missed by all who knew and loved her.

Gina is survived by her son, Gene (Courtney) Lang of Mahnomen; grandchildren:
Jesse, Joseph, Julian and Genevieve; brothers, Terry Burnette and Shane Burnette both of
Naytahwaush; sister-in-law, Mary Burnette; and several nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; son, Wallie; brothers, Edward “Butchie” Jr.
and Shannon; and sisters: Julie Burnette, Cheryl Brown and infant, Noreen Burnette.

Blessed be the Memory of Gina Lang.
Funeral services were held Dec. 5 at Samuel Memorial Episcopal Church.
Interment:  Samuel Memorial Episcopal Cemetery in Naytahwaush. 
Arrangements: Anderson Family of Funeral Home of Mahnomen. 
Online: www.andersonfamilyfh.com

Pamela Louise Green, born on April 12, 1956, in White Earth, passed away peacefully
at her home on Nov. 26. Pamela was a resident of Detroit Lakes, Minn., where she grew
up and graduated from Detroit Lakes High School in 1974.

Pamela enjoyed a fulfilling career that spanned 25 years, beginning with Northwestern
Bell Co., and culminating in her retirement from Qwest Communication Co. Throughout
her professional journey, she displayed remarkable adaptability and excelled in many non-

traditional roles.
Outside of her work life, Pamela cherished spending time with

her family, particularly during holidays when gatherings brought
everyone together. She had a deep affection for animals, taking
pride in her dogs, and found joy in their companionship. In her
leisure time, Pamela loved being in nature; she indulged in horse-
back riding, went fishing and ice fishing, and committed herself to
gardening.

Pamela is survived by one brother, three sisters, and many
nieces, nephews, and extended family members, all of whom will
deeply miss her presence and the joy she brought to their lives.

She reunites in memory with her parents, her son Cordell
Belcourt Jr., and her siblings, including three brothers, two sisters, and a niece, as well as
other family and friends who have gone before her. Pamela will be remembered not only
for her professional accomplishments but also for her loving spirit and the memories she
created with those she cherished.

Services to be determined at a later date in Spring.
Arrangements: David-Donehower Funeral Home of Detroit Lakes.
Online: www.daviddonehower.com

You can reach the Anishinaabeg Today newspaper at today@whiteearth-nsn.gov or call our new number at 218-935-3569
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RBC offices closed for holiday

White Earth RBC offices will be closed on Monday, Jan. 20 for Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day and will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 21. Modified services

will still be available.

Obituaries

Kevin “Nates” Lee Mahto Caroline Kari Boswell
Caroline Kari Boswell, 50, of Mahnomen, died unexpectedly on Dec. 25, 2023, at the

Mahnomen Health Center. 
Caroline Kari Boswell was born June 8, 1973, in Minneapolis, the daughter of Richard

Boswell Sr. and Sandra Thompson.  She grew up and attended school in the metro area.
As a young lady, Caroline entered the workforce trying out
various jobs, with the most favorable employment at Mystic
Lake Casino.  She battled some health problems early on
which led to her declining health.  She has spent the past 15
years calling Mahnomen home.  She was blessed with three
children and three grandchildren.

Caroline loved spending time with her family, especial-
ly her grandchildren but her nieces and nephews were pretty
special to her as well.  She was very outgoing with a great
sense of humor.  In her spare time, she enjoyed playing

bingo, going to the casino and coloring.  Caroline was also a great cook and baker, making
many delicious meals and sweets for her family and friends.  She will be missed by many
who knew and loved her. 

Caroline is survived by her children: Aaron Boswell, Racquel Boswell and Sandra
Boswell; grandchildren: Sebastion, Ashton and November; sister, Ursula Boswell; sister-
in-law, Sarah Anton; and several nieces and nephews.  

She was preceded in death by her parents; sister, Frances Thompson; brother, Richard
“Cricket” Boswell Jr.; special nephew, Andrew Boswell; and two of her favorite uncles,
Frank Thompson and John Thompson.

Blessed be the Memory of Caroline Boswell.  
Memorial services were held Dec. 12 at the Naytahwaush Complex.  
Arrangements: Anderson Family Funeral Home of Mahnomen. 
Online: www.andersonfamilyfh.com

Dustin “Dusty” Shawn Rock
Dustin “Dusty” Rock, 22, of Mahnomen, died unexpectedly on Dec. 20 at his home.
Dustin Shawn Rock, lovingly known by his family as David Shawn Rock Jr. was born

Sept. 22, 2002, in Fargo, N.D., the son of Michelle Carter and David Rock Sr. He grew up
in the Mahnomen-Waubun area where he attended school.  During high school, Dusty

excelled at sports participating in basketball, football and
wrestling.  Following his schooling, Dusty joined the National
Guard.  After his honorable discharge, he returned to the White
Earth Reservation and worked part time at the Shooting Star
Casino.

Dusty enjoyed spending time with his friends, listening to loud
music, and playing X-Box.  He also liked ice fishing, ricing, bowl-
ing, dancing at pow wows and that boy could eat, he loved to eat!
He was the goofy kid with the great sense of humor, always mak-
ing you laugh.  

Dusty was pretty easy going but very protective when it came
to his family, especially his grandma Jacky.  They shared a special

bond and he even helped her to decorate her home with lights and garland as Christmas
time was his favorite season.  Although gone from this life too soon, he will live on in the
hearts of all who knew and loved him.

Dusty is survived by his mom, Michelle (Carter) Rock; father, David (Rachelle
“Rooney”) Rock Sr.; grandmas, Jacky Larsen and Beverly Gallup; sisters: Arien Monroe,
Laurena Jackson, Brittany Rock, Devin Rock and November Carter; brothers: Tyler Rock,
Jason Carter and Arden Carter; and numerous aunts, uncles and cousins. 

He was preceded in death by his great grandparents and grandpas: David Sam, Glenn
Carter and Kim Larsen. 

All night wake services and ceremony began the evening of Dec. 26 and continued
until the time of Traditional services on Dec. 27, both at the White Earth Community
Center. 

Arrangements: Anderson Family Funeral Home of Mahnomen. 
Online: www.andersonfamilyfh.com

Kevin “Nates” Lee Mahto, beloved son, father, brother and uncle began his journey to
the Spirit World on Nov. 22.  After a short battle with cancer, he passed quietly in his sleep.

Kevin was born on Nov. 24, 1950, to Eunice Marie Mahto (nee King) and Teddy
DeWitt Mahto Jr., in Ft. Yates, N.D.  

As a junior in high school he was the high point man in basketball scoring 49 points
in one game. He was also good in football and baseball lettering in all three sports.

After graduating from high school in 1969, Nates went to
Macalester College in St. Paul, Minn., and Austin State College in
Austin, Minn.  He played basketball for Austin State and became
good friends with “Bud,” a relationship that lasted 40 plus years.
Nates was clean and sober 20 plus years when he passed away. He
was very proud of this accomplishment and gave thanks to Creator
and marijuana for it!

After he left college life, Nates worked in many different are-
nas.  He fixed Ronson cigarette lighters, mopped floors and settled
on being a warehouseman for many years.  Nates had a good mind
for numbers, making him very good in this field.  He retired from
gaming at 65.

Nates enjoyed anything to do with motorcycles, grilling out, fishing, family, country
and western music, NBA, NFL, MLB, NASCAR, and horse racing.  The nurses at Sanford
said he was always flirting!  

Kevin was proceeded in death by both of his parents; sister, Toni; and special friends,
Chip and Mike.

He is survived by his 1967 Triumph Royal 750; a very beautiful Native art collection;
daughters, Simone Ann Ericson and Antoinette Marie Mahto; sister, Lori DeFoe; brothers:
Jamison, Sean and Robin Mahto; several nieces and nephews; and honorable mention goes
to his nephew, James Manspeaker.

Services to be held at a later date.
Arrangements: Anderson Family Funeral Home of Mahnomen. 
Online: www.andersonfamilyfh.com

Carol Jean Bellanger
Carol Bellanger, 59, of Waubun, met the Creator on Dec. 19 at her home in Waubun,

surrounded by her family.
Carol Jean was born Feb. 16, 1965, to Wallace and Helma (Tweten) Knapp in Racine,

Wis. Growing up and attending school in Kenosha, Wis., later moving to Thief River
Falls, Minn., when she was 18. She would then be blessed with
motherhood at the age of 19, mothering four children of her own
and later taking in others. In winter 1992 (Detroit Lakes, Minn.)
she met the love of her life, Roland Bellanger, marrying on Sept.
18, 1993 - a union lasting 31 years.

Carol held various careers throughout her life - but at heart,
her true calling and passion was a wife and mother - valuing fam-
ily and love above all. Devoting herself to the care of others -
often putting herself last. She was filled with courage, forgiveness,
understanding, and strength– while rejecting the judgement of oth-
ers. Not only was she the root and protector of the family but she
was its carrier.

Carol was known as a strong, sassy, humorous lady. Disdaining nonsense and valuing
genuinity. And despite the many obstacles and hardships of life - her spirit never wavered.
She carried many hobbies. Some of them being: Native artwork, plants, music, coloring,
games, movies (especially thrillers), and a good laugh - above all, she enjoyed the good
company of her family and loved ones - adoring her grandchildren.

She is preceded in death by her father, Wallace; brother Jeffery; grandparents: Grace
and Howard Tweten and Margaret and Archie Knapp Sr.; along with many aunts and
uncles.

She is survived by her children: Jade Hansen (Wayne), Mark Hansen Jr. (Naddhapol),
Fawn Hansen (Josue), and Fox Bellanger (Crystal); grandchildren: Matthew Jr., Damien,
Rihanna, Aria, Nevaeh, Alejandra, Kaelyn, Benjamin, Jazzalyn, Aiden, Rylie, and
Kennedy; mother, Helma Knapp of Red Lake Falls, Minn.; siblings: Karena Marie
Yockey (Jeremy) of Grovetown, Ga., Wallace Arthur Knapp Jr. (LeAnne) of Andrews
N.C., and Janelle Elseth (Brent) of Ada, Minn.

Ma, the heavy burden has been lifted - you can finally be at rest and forever in peace,
you deserve it. We will forever miss and love you.

Until we meet again.
Arrangements: David-Donehower Funeral Home of Detroit Lakes.
Online: www.daviddonehower.com
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Howah Ads

Happy 15th Birthday 
to my Granddaughter 

Aleigha 
Jackson

From Grandma and cousins
in Minneapolis! 

We love you precious!

Happy 7th Birthday
Ellion 

January 9th

Happy 18th Birthday 

Jacob Robert 
Littlewolf 

From mom, dad, Julisa, 
Ayme, Jr, Rainey
January 4th

RREMINDEREMINDER!!
Howah Ads are $5 with a

picture or $4 without. 
All payments must 

be made in advance.
No exceptions

Happy Heavenly Birthday
Maya Jade!!

Love, Mariah & Kids!!
January 11th

Happy 9th Birthday 
Miss Kali DeFoe

“We love
you so
much!”
From 
Mom, 
Dad, 

sisters 
and 

brother

Happy 35th Birthday 
Sergio!

Love always, Mariah Lynn!
January 25th

Happy 40th Birthday
Hoggie

Love Fran Sam & Kids
January 14th 

Happy 18th Birthday 
Son 

Love,
Mom
Dad 
and

Siblings

Jan.
25th

Happy 29th Birthday
Sydney Renae

Love,
Aunty
Fran,
Sam 

& 
Kids
Jan.
23rd

Happy 15th Birthday 
Baby Girl 

Love, Mom Dad and siblings
January 25th

Happy Birthday 
Kyle Jr.

Love, Mom Dad and siblings

Dec.
26th

Ayzlee Sage
Happy Birthday Baby Girl

Love,
Mom

Dad and
siblings

Dec.
19th

Happy Sweet 16 Birthday
Taylee Nalai

Love, 
Mom

Jan. 
3rd

Happy 25th Birthday 
Taylor Nichelle

Love, 
Mom

Jan. 
5th

Happy 62nd Birthday 
Aunty Brenda

Love Fran, Sam & Kids
January 22nd

Janet “Missy” Lee Grove
Janet “Missy” Lee Grove, 58, passed away on Dec. 3 at St. Mary’s

Hospital in Madison, Wis. She was born on Feb. 8, 1966, to Leroy and
Judith (Gordon) Krapohl in Detroit Lakes, Minn.

Janet grew up in Northwestern Minnesota before making
Wisconsin her home for most of her life. Her career was rooted in the

food industry, including a meaningful period
working as a lunch server at Franklin Middle
School in Thief River Falls, Minn., alongside
her beloved mother, Judy. Later, she found joy
working in bakeries, where she formed many
cherished friendships along the way.

Janet treasured time spent with family and
friends, nurturing relationships that brought her
immense happiness. A woman of faith, she
found comfort and pride in her Native American
heritage, which was a source of strength and
identity throughout her life. She also loved read-

ing and listening to music, finding beauty in life’s simple pleasures.
Janet will be deeply missed by all who know her. Her spirit, kind-

ness, and love will forever remain in our hearts.
She is survived by her sons, Chris (Emily) and Mike (Karissa);

grandchildren: Michael, Leah, Erica, Arthur, and Simon; siblings: Lee
(Julianne), Tony (Karlene), and Nikki (Nick); nieces: Arielle, Michelle,
Bailey, Rayna, Paige, Piper, and Taylor; and her stepfather, Rod.

A Celebration of Life will be held March 15, at 2 p.m. at Otsego
Town Hall in Otsego, Wis.

Online: www.jensenfuneralandcremation.com

Obituary
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Pine Point Regular School Board Meeting
Monday, November 4, 2024 @ 4:30 p.m.

Pine Point School Staff Room
1.0  Roll Call – Meeting called to order by Chairman John
Swan at 4:35 p.m.
Members present – Michael Swan, Marva Aitken, John
Swan, Allison Jones, Gerald Roberts
Members absent – Sara Hunt
Ex-officio – Christopher Schulz, Principal
2.  Recognition of Visitors – Bonnie Meeks, Winona
LaDuke
3.  Approval/Amendment of Agenda – Motion by
Michael Swan to approve the agenda as amended: Add 7.1
Water Softner, seconded by Allison Jones.  All in favor.
Motion carried.
4.  Approval/Amendment of Minutes – Motion by
Michael Swan to approve the September 30, 2024 minutes
as presented, seconded by Marva Aitken.  All in favor.
Motion carried.
5.  Finance

a.  Treasurer’s Report – Motion by Michael Swan to
approve the Treasurer’s Report for October 2024 as pre-
sented, seconded by Allison Jones.  All in favor.  Motion
carried.

b.  Payment of Bills & Electronic Funds Transfer &
Debit Card Transactions – Motion by Michael Swan to
approve the payment of bills for the month of October 2024
in the amount of $54,365.51 for check #33806 through
check #33863 and the EFT for Federal/State/TRA Payroll
Tax & Debit Card Transactions, seconded by Allison Jones.
All in favor.  Motion carried.
6.  Unfinished Business

a. Microgrid Solar Panel Project Ownership –
Motion by Michael Swan to have the school take ownership
of the project, seconded by Marva Aitken.  All in favor.
Motion carried.
7.  New Business

a. Water Softner – Motion by Michael Swan to
accept Al’s Water Systems quote, seconded by Allison
Jones.  All in favor.  Motion carried.
8.  Principal’s Report – Discussion on new students for
2nd quarter;  Picture Day on November 13th, Solar Panel
Meeting on November 13th; Holmes Theater field trip for
Grades 4-8 on November 20th; Plains Art Museum field
trip for Grades 4-8 on November 26th; Thanksgiving Feast
on November 27th; Veterans Day activities in classrooms
on November 11th
9.  Public Participation – Toys for Tots forms 
10.  Adjournment – Motion by Marva Aitken to adjourn
the meeting at 5 p.m, seconded by Gerald Roberts.  All in
favor.  Motion carried.

Lake Grove Township 
Residents Notice of Filing

Notice is hereby given to the residents of Lake
Grove Township that the annual filing for election of
officers opens on Dec. 31, 2024. The following posi-
tions are to be filled at the election on March 11,
2025.

Supervisor– 3 Year Term
If you wish to file for candidacy please file with the
township clerk at her residence or call for further
information at 218-841-4963.  The deadline for filing
is Jan. 14, 2025 at 5 p.m.  The clerk’s home will be
open for filing on Jan. 14, 2025 from 1-5 p.m.

Lori Tibbetts, Clerk
Lake Grove Township

NCCS Community Liaisons for Full-
Service Community Schools Grant

Position Description: NCCS is seeking up to five NCCS
Community Liaisons for the Full-Service Community School
(FSCS) Grant (FSCS). These positions will be needed
February through March and will be part-time with flexible
hours late afternoon and into the evenings. NCCS
Community Liaisons will work closely with the FSCS grant
Director/Coordinator to interview Naytahwaush families for
a community needs and assets survey. 
Desired Qualifications: Strong connections to the
Naytahwaush community; good communication skills; abili-
ty to maintain confidentiality, friendly disposition and ability
to work late afternoon and evenings.
Work Location - On-campus and in the Naytahwaush
Community visiting families.
Wage: $25 an hour 
Application Process: Please fill out the NCCS Community
Liaison Application available at ntwschool. org underem-
ployment forms in the drop down menu or pick up an appli-
cation in the office.

PP School Meeting Minutes
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Christmas in Pine Point

Submitted photos

The Pine Point community recently held their annual Christmas
Celebration. They had 176 adults and kids who were treated to a
roast beef dinner, games, and gifts. 
Top: Joanne Annette won first place in the Christmas lights con-
test. Second was Bets Robbins and third place went to Dayton
Jones.  They had an online poll in selecting a winner. 
Middle: Monica Annette, left, won the ugly sweater contest.
Debbie Brunner took second and Adalynn Goodman was third.
Bottom: The kids got to visit Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus, along
with the Grinch!

WETCC students compete for TCU Energy
and Food Sovereignty Nexus Prize  

On Dec. 3, students from White Earth Tribal and
Community College (WETCC) Geoscience Today
class competed for the honor of advancing to the first
phase of the national TCU Energy and Food
Sovereignty Nexus Prize. The winning team, Noodin
Gaa’Ozhichiigang included Ira Keezer, Madelynn
Fain, Gwen Fain, Lauri Zupan, and Brittney
Bellanger.  

According to the teams’ faculty advisor, Allen
Derks, the TCU Energy and Food Sovereignty Nexus
Prize is intended to build the capacity of Tribal
Colleges and Universities (TCU) students to use
clean energy to grow food self-sufficiently with
sources on Tribal lands. One student team from each
of the 35 TCUs is eligible to apply for the prize.

The winning team’s project proposal included a
real-world model using vertical axis wind turbines
(VAWT) for energy capture, alongside deep winter
greenhouses for the communities on the White Earth
Reservation. 

“Our unique approach balances power genera-
tion and minimalism, enhancing efficiency while

minimizing land impact,” said Keezer, team lead.
“This project aims to foster consistent gardening
practices, promote renewable energy, and provide
economic relief, all while creating valuable educa-
tional opportunities. It is also in harmony with our
cultural values of environmental stewardship, com-
munity engagement, and self-reliance.”

Phase 1 winners will be announced January 13,
2025. Winning teams will receive a $40,000 cash
award for their college and advance to the second of
three phases of competition to plan, permit, and con-
struct their proposed projects

About WETCC
White Earth Tribal and Community College

(WETCC) is two-year college dedicated to academic
excellence grounded in Anishinaabe culture, values,
and traditions. The college strives to provide quality
education and training that meets the needs of the
White Earth Nation and surrounding communities.
WETCC is accredited by the Higher Learning
Commission and is open to all, regardless of tribal
affiliation. 

White Earth Tribal and Community College students recently competed in the first phase of the TCU
Energy ad Food Sovereignty Nexus Prize.  From left are Brittney Bellanger, Ira Keezer, Lauri Zupan, and
Adrian Olson. 

Submitted photo

MDH 988 and FirstLink visit WE Mobile Crisis Team
Gaa-waabaabigaanikag (White Earth Nation)

Mobile Crisis Team (WEN MCT) recently hosted the
MDH 988 Suicide Prevention Team and FirstLink
988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline Center for a visit and
tour. 

The visit included sharing program and services
overviews, detailing local resources and partner-
ships. Topics included existing mental health and sui-
cide prevention related trainings and needs; existing
cultural education trainings and needs; existing cul-
tural and Tribal resources available and offered
throughout communities; cultural and Tribal educa-
tional needs for non-Native allies; program updates
and upcoming events. 

The tour of White Earth Reservation included

Crisis, Mental Health, and Behavioral Health loca-
tions, Behavioral Health and additional Tribal partner
programs, Indian Health Services locations, and
reservation schools and villages. 

The partners also had the opportunity to visit the
Reservation Business Council headquarters and the
Wild Rice Market.

The collaborative gathering is an ongoing effort
in suicide and crisis prevention partnerships working
toward wellness together. Chi miigwech, a big thank
you, to the WEN MCT for hosting and providing a
reservation tour with additional Tribal partner pro-
gram visits and information to best serve those reach-
ing out to 988. This gathering helped acclimate MDH
and 988 Lifeline staff with the White Earth Nation.

Check for the latest information on www.whiteearth.com


