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White Earth employees sort toys for reservation children

White Earth employees helped sort Walking Shield toys in time for Christmas.  Each community council received toys based on the number of
youth that were signed up in their communities.  From left are Loretta Solmon, Stacie Warren, Ayecia Kemp, Jeff Burnette, Mike Turner, Maria
Bevins and Thomas Azure Jr.

Photo by Gary W. Padrta

White Earth invited to Swearing In

Photos by Glen Stubbe / Star Tribune

Top: White Earth Veteran Sharold Hanks (left) and Chairman
Michael Fairbanks bring in the White Earth Nation flag during the
swearing in of Minnesota Governor Tim Walz and Lt. Governor
Peggy Flanagan on Jan. 2 in St. Paul.  Bottom: Flanagan, White
Earth enrolled, is sworn in by Judge Sarah Wheelock.  With her are
husband Tom Weber and daughter Siobhan, 10

How you can get involved
with the Indigenous Parent Leadership Initiative

By Beth Ann Dodds
Project Coordinator
Indigenous Visioning, LLC

The Indigenous Parent Leadership Initiative grad-
uated their first co-hort in September 2022 with 11
graduates. Many of the IPLI Alumni are now working
on their Community Projects, so stay tuned!  We are
happy to share that the second co-hort of 13 parent
leaders began their journey with an all-day retreat in
December 2022 at Circle of Life Academy. 

In Phase I of IPLI, parents experience their
strength as leaders and begin to understand the per-
ceptions and role of leadership within their family.
They come to reexamine, from a cultural and family
context, their interest in leading for the next genera-
tion. During a series of one-on-one and group activi-
ties, participants focus on what their passion is. This

phase helps them decide WHERE their passion lies
and HOW they would like to help their tribal commu-
nity through their personal community project. 

We are excited to welcome two alumni from
cohort 1 who applied to be facilitators (trainees) for
cohort 2.  IPLI graduates Marlena Hanson and Susie
Ballot are currently being trained by Beth Ann Dodds
and Kris Manning, who are both certified facilitators
through the National Parent Leadership Institute.
Senior Support Specialist Zulema Gomez from the
National Parent Leadership Institute offers weekly
technical assistance guidance. 

Susie Ballot is also being trained as the
Indigenous Foundations Cultural Facilitator for the
initiative. Her goal is to provide participants with the
knowledge to be comfortable about incorporating cul-
tural activities in their daily lives and into their chil-
dren’s daily lives and to carry on the traditions for
future generations to come.

How can you get involved? 
Become a Civic Design Team member! We are

currently accepting applications from White Earth
community members for the Civic Design Team. The
Civic Design Team (CDT) is the driving force behind
the initiative. Its members are a reflection of our tribal
community. It has the special function of informing
the tribal community about the initiative, introducing
leadership training opportunities to parents, selecting
and interviewing parents to attend the program, men-
toring program participants and ensuring that the
courses run smoothly for the community. Civic
Design Team members meet monthly (depending on
need) and should be willing and committed to give
their time, resources and expertise to the initiative for
the duration of the program.  Meetings will be held in

Submitted photo
The second co-hort of 13 parent leaders began
their journey with an all-day retreat in December at
Circle of Life Academy. See Leadership Page 4
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Protecting Manoomin through Anishinaabe Law
By Amy Myszko
Niibi Center Program Manager

Rights of nature is a movement that seeks to give non-
human relatives legal status as persons, and has gotten
some traction around the world, as well as here in
Minnesota. The White Earth Nation voted to give
manoomin (wild rice) rights in 2019, in order to help pro-
tect wild rice and the habitats in which it grows. This legal
standing is important due to manoomin’s status as not only
an integral food source for Ojibwe and non-Native people
in Minnesota, but most crucially because of the role
manoomin plays at the center of Anishinaabe prophecy,
spirituality and culture. 

The next step with protecting manoomin legally on
White Earth is work at the WE Tribal level to codify these
rights into actionable policies and laws, in order to give the
rights of manoomin some “teeth,” i.e. the ability to uphold
them legally. This is still a process in the works, and the
Niibi Center, a Native run non-profit here on White Earth
has been working with private legal counsel as well as the
Tribal DNR to solidify policies that can be used to protect
manoomin on Tribal lands. But, this is just touching the sur-
face of the work needed in the area of Natural Law (also
referred to as Anishinaabe Law) going forward. 

As we saw with the Manoomin vs. DNR case that was
thrown out by a WE Tribal appellate court last year, even
Tribal legal systems need to be educated about how to work
with the existing rights of manoomin legislature in order to
better protect wild rice and the lands on which it grows.
That case focused on the imminent damage to water and
manoomin that the State DNR was failing to prevent
through their support of Enbridge, a Canadian corporation,
during the Line 3 construction project. The Tribal appellate
court threw out the case because they didn’t believe they
had jurisdiction, however other lawyers who specialize in
rights of nature work, as well as Tribal members, have
questioned that decision. 

The Niibi Center is taking action on this front as well,
with a first annual Anishinaabe Law conference that will be
held June 25-26, 2023 at the Shooting Star Casino. This is
intended to be the first of many conversations in the com-
munity where Tribal leaders from other parts of the country
and world can come and share how they have utilized exist-
ing Tribal and non-Tribal legal systems to protect tradition-
ally sacred foods/lands and uphold Tribal sovereignty. 

The community is invited, and the focus will be on
education in order to build capacity for enacting and

upholding Anishinaabe Law at the local Tribal level.
Ultimately, we would like to collaborate with other Tribal
Nations and Indigenous tradition keepers on how to best
interface Anishinaabe Law systems with State and Federal
law here in Minnesota and beyond. 

The Anishinaabe Law Conference will be free and
open to the public, with a focus on educating current Tribal
legal systems in Minnesota. You can register now at this
link if you are interested in attending. 
www.eventbrite.com/e/anishinaabe-law-conference-tick-
ets-524712999707

The link and more information can also be found at our
website: niibicenter.org/event/anishinaabe-law-conference/

Thank you 
ENP staff!

Submitted photo

Thank you to the White
Earth Elderly Nutrition
Program staff for thier
hard work in making 
the annual White Earth
Elders Christmas Party
on Jan. 4 such a huge
success.

Missing from the group
photo are Eric Greene,
Cheryl Rindahl, Jim
Bevins, Tim Rindahl,
Danielle Uran, Jean
Libby, Thor Smith and
Angie Neeland.
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News From Chairman Michael Fairbanks
Aaniin Boozhoo Gaa-waabaabiganikaag

Niminwendam Waabaminaan! 
Namebini-Giizis! 
Aaniish inaa akawe ninga-gaagiizomaag aadi-

zookaanag.
Greetings White Earth Nation I am Happy to See

You! 
It is already February!
This time of the year you will see many

Anishinaabe people make and play the Snow-snake
game. Back in the day Snow-snakes were used for
hunting small game and for playing the game. This
month we have the creation story aadizookaan of
Awanookwe, Fogwoman and Goon-Ginebig, Snow-
Snake. 

Once upon a time there was a village on
Gichigami, Lake Superior and there were a set of
twins who went out to set net. The weather was very
beautiful when the twins went out to set their nets they
offered asema to Gichigami for safe travel and for a
good catch. So the next day they went to retrieve the
nets, offering asema and getting in a birchbark canoe
paddling out.  They came upon the first net they could
see they didn’t have any fish to harvest so they left it
out. The next net was even better a few fish they could
see so they pulled it in. The third net was okay they
got like 10-12 fish but not nearly enough to feed the
village. So as they made their way to the fourth one
they noticed something in it. They grabbed it and it
was really heavy as they pulled it in. It was empty at
first, then as they got to the end of the net a big huge
thick awan, fog came rolling in all around their canoe,
it was so thick they could barely see as they pulled the
net in. 

Then they noticed an Anishinaabekwe, an Ojibwe
woman entangled in the net and they were shocked to
see her alive. The awan, fog was so thick they could
hardly see what she looked like. Finally after freeing
her from the net she began to talk as she was very
upset because of the tiring experience it took to get her
out.  She pulled her long beautiful hair out of her face.
One of the twins asked her, “Who are you and why are
you entangled in our net?” She replied, “I am
Awanookwe, Nanaboozhoo’s half-sister he sent me
here to help the Anishinaabe live minobimaadiziwin,
healthier easier lives.” 

So they began to paddle back to the village but
they couldn’t see anything, they couldn’t even see
each other.  They had no idea which way was which
the awan-fog was so thick. At that moment
Awanookwe got close to them pointing in a direction
with her lips i’widi, go that way. So they paddled in
the direction Awanookwe guided them to the village.
They soon began to hear people from their village
worried and waiting for them at the shoreline. As they
made it home the older twin said, “Well I am at that
age where I am looking for a wife and you would be a
good fit for me.” Awanookwe replied, “Gaawiin, no I
am not here for that I am here to help all Anishinaabe
because my brother Nanaboozhoo has sent me here to
do so.” So he thought well I will keep her prisoner
until she changes her mind and he strapped her to a
pole in his lodge before any of the villagers seen them.
He tried feeding her but she refused day after day.

So the younger twin started to worry about her
and went to see if he could talk her into eating. As he
got closer to his brother’s lodge he noticed a hole so
he peeked in just as she was pulling out a strand of her
hair dropping it in the water and she pulled out a wall-
eye of which he had never seen that type of giigoonh-
fish before and she called it ogaa- walleye. She ate the
fish then pulled up a snake but she didn’t eat it she told

it, “Go out there live a good life out there.” As he
turned to sneak away Awanookwe heard him and said,
“Stop you must promise me you will never tell anyone
what you have seen here today.”  He said “Enya, Yes.”
He felt okay because she was eating.

The older twin got curious one day and snuck up
to the lodge peeking in and seen the same as the
younger. She tried keeping him to secrecy and he dis-
agreed telling her she was to hair-fish for them all
because the fog on the lake had not subsided since she
came to them. He told his brother, “We are not going
netting anymore it is too dangerous. I am making
Awanookwe hair fish for us.” So she was fishing for
walleyes and the older twin built a lodge making the
village people trade their things for walleye; he had
been making her fish so much eventually the whole
village didn’t have anything anymore because they
traded all of their things to the older twin had it all
using it to build lodges for smoking fish and other
things. 

Awanookwe seen how people in the village were
struggling and began to talk to the older twin saying,
“I will bargain with you by becoming your wife in
exchange for my freedom so I can finish what my
brother Nanaboozhoo sent me here for. He didn’t trust
her but finally she got the older twin to believe her so
he called for his younger twin saying, “Take her to the
village to meet the people.” He did and Awanookwe
flew out to the lake getting free and strong again. She
turned around and said, “We are not together older
twin no deal!” “There are gifts I need to give
Anishinaabe without your greed and abuse. I need to
finish doing what my brother Nanaboozhoo sent me
here for. I will marry the younger twin because he has
always been good to me!” 

She swam back into the village separating from
the older twin and married the younger. He introduced
her to everyone telling them she had more gifts to give
and showed them how to use. She gifted Anishinaabe
fingernails and toenails helping them to have easier
lives showing them how to use them. Also she
explained they’re sacred when they grow long enough
trim them and put them in a little cloth tying up and
offer asema, tobacco and set them out by the water
shores for the nibiinaabe and nibiinaabekwe the mer-
maids to collect along with the little people memeng-
wesiwag; they will use them for medicine. 

She told the villagers to go out and get a large
stick to smooth out and decorate for a biboon winter
hunting and game, showing them how the goon-
ginebig, snow- snake worked and looked. She said
from this day forward a giant goon-ginebig will over-
see food and medicine in the deeper winter months. 

See Chairman Page 23
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Aanin Boozhoo 
Greetings White Earth Members, I have the honor

of providing you with the monthly report of the
Secretary/Treasurer position for the White Earth
Tribal Council. The monthly report consists of reports
of the activities of each division within the White
Earth Reservation Business Committee. These divi-
sions consist of Public Safety, Natural Resources,
Human Services, Behavioral Health, Judicial, Indian
Child Welfare, Cultural, Public Works, Health,
Compliance, Economic Development, WELSA, and
Enrollments. 

I will be featuring the Public Safety Division this
month and talking about the Area Community
Councils on and off the Reservation.    

Public Safety 
The White Earth Public Safety Division consists

of these departments: Tribal Police, Tribal Dispatch,
Security, Surveillance, Motor Vehicle, Mahnomen
Police Contract, Community Service Officer Program,
and BIA Indian Highway Safety Program.

Tribal Police
This department is made of 28 Minnesota Post

Licensed Officers, consisting of a Chief of Police,
Deputy Chief of Police, Patrol Sergeants,
Investigators, and Patrol Officers that patrol and
police the White Earth Nation. The department shares
state criminal jurisdiction with the State of Minnesota
under contractional agreements. We also have civil
regulatory jurisdiction on all White Earth Members.
The total General Fund is $1,011,496. The salary and
fringe for the next three years is coming from the BIA
self-governance Cares Act funding.

BIA Indian Highway Safety Program
This reimbursable grant covers three Highway

Safety Officers that provide traffic safety for all high-
ways within the White Earth Nation. This grant covers
salary, fringe and overtime for these officers. 

Tribal Dispatch
This department is made up of six Tribal

Dispatchers that take emergency and non-emergency
calls within the White Earth Nation. The total General
Fund is $32,219. The salary and fringe for the next
three years is coming from the BIA self-governance
Cares Act funding. 

Surveillance
This department consists of one Tribal

Surveillance Technician that covers all surveillance
cameras for the White Earth Nation buildings. Total
funding is $34,744. This funding comes out of the
indirect funding source.

Security 
This department consists of five Security Officers

that cover the buildings within the White Earth
Nation. Four Officers at the Congregate Housing
building provide 24/7 security services for this build-
ing and one other covering the Nah Tah Waush
Complex building. We supervise Security Officers for
Behavior Health buildings that are funded by them.

Total General Fund is $371,432.
Motor Vehicle 
This department consists of one Coordinator and

one licensing clerk position that provides Tribal
Identification Cards, Tribal License Plates, Tribal
Hunting and Fishing Permits, and Renewals. Total
General Fund is $277,432 with a revenue of $117,432.

Community Service Officer Program
This department consists of five Community

Service Officers for each of the five large communi-
ties within the White Earth Nation. This program is
funded by the Behavior Health Division.

City of Mahnomen Police Contract
The White Earth Tribal Police Department pro-

vides law enforcement services for Mahnomen. This
consists of four Patrol Officers. The total contract for
law enforcement services is $236,530. 

Area Community Councils on/off Reservation
In mid-December myself, the Executive Director,

and CFO met with all Chairpersons and Secretary/
Treasurers from each Area Community Councils to
talk about budgets and funding sources. We also
talked about obtaining their 501c3 status for obtaining
future funding. The subject of stipends came up and
the past RBC approved a $200 per meeting stipend for
up to 12 monthly meetings and up to five community
council members. These stipends were paid out with
proof of meetings with minutes. At the January RBC
meeting the RBC amended the meeting stipends to
$150 per meeting for the upcoming year. The on reser-
vation Area Community Councils receive $10,000 in
reimbursable funding from the White Earth Housing
Authority for activities in each community. We also
secured $10,000 in funding from the Behavior Health
Division for events in each community. 

In closing I want to thank the members of the
White Earth Nation for giving me this opportunity to
serve as the Secretary/Treasurer for this great nation. I
look forward to moving forward with great progress
and optimism and I hope we can work together for a
brighter future. Miigwech!

Secretary-Treasurer’s Report / Michael J. LaRoque

(Non-enrolled must follow state regulations)(Enrolled members must follow tribal regulations)

22nd Annual “Jake Busse” 
Fishing Derby on Rice Lake

Leadership from Front Page

Day Labor clients
Please provide an updated phone 

number(s) so staff can contact you.

person or on Zoom. Although this is a voluntary posi-
tion, CDT members will receive a small stipend.  

Indigenous Visioning, LLC/All Nations Rise
would like to bring the children’s version of the initia-
tive to the White Earth community. The Indigenous
Children’s Leadership Initiative (ICLI) would offer
children ages 3-12 a parallel course to the Indigenous
Parent Leadership Initiative.  Trained early care
providers facilitate ICLI, with youth serving as assis-
tant teachers. ICLI offers a culturally responsive cur-
riculum and will feature indigenous children’s stories.

The Indigenous Parent Leadership Initiative is
made possible by the MN Department of Health
Community Solutions Healthy Child Development
Grant with support from Northwest Minnesota
Foundation and White Earth Nation Project Launch.

To apply as a Civic Design Team member visit
www.IndigenousVisioning.com.   You can also print
out the application and mail it to: Beth Ann Dodds,
Indigenous Visioning, PO Box 148, Bagley, MN
56569. For more information about becoming a fund-
ing partner, email beth@IndigenousVisioning.com.



Rez Briefs
RBC offices closed for holiday

White Earth RBC offices will be closed Monday, Feb. 20 for
Presidents Day and will reopen on Tuesday, Feb. 21 at 8 a.m. 

COLA School Board meets second Tuesday of the month
The Circle of Life Academy school board meeting will be held

Feb 7 at 4:30 p.m. in the COLA conference room or by zoom. You
must request a link at the front office by calling 218-983-4180.
Elders Commission sets meeting dates

The White Earth Band of Ojibwe Elders Commission will meet
Feb. 15 at the RBC building and March 15 at the Shooting Star
Casino.  All meetings start at 9 a.m. The Commission will use
Robert’s Rules of Order to govern the meeting and decision-making
process.  Visitors and guests are welcome to attend and observe and
will have time to share their issues with the Commission at  about 11
a.m., after the business meetings.
Save the date!

The Niibi Center and White Earth will host the bi-annual Niibi
and Manoomin Symposium on April 23-25 at the Shooting Star
Casino.  All White Earth band members and community members
are invited to attend.
Ogema VFW 9880 Auxiliary news

Ogema VFW Post 9880 Auxiliary will meet on Feb. 13 at 4 p.m.
at the VFW Hall in Ogema.  All members encouraged to attend.  We
will be holding a Pancake Breakfast on Feb. 19 and need workers!  If
you have questions please call Carol Fabre at 218-983-3443. 
Waubun School Forest Hut is open

The School Forest Hut is open weekends and holidays. There
are skis, snowshoes and sleds available. You can call volunteer Loree
at 218-473-2475 for more information. To reserve a weekday time
call the Waubun School 218-473-6173. The School Forest is located
at 2541 State Hwy 113 (9.2 miles east of Waubun). The sledding hill
and trails are always open to use.
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You can reach the AT at 218-983-3285 Ext. 5903 or today@whiteearth-nsn.gov

Boo-zhoo
It has been very busy the past three months. The

Rice Lake Homeless Elder Village was granted $7.5
million in 2021 while I was on the Rice Lake
Community Council working with then District 1
Rep. Raymond Auginaush, Human Services Director
Michael Thompson, Elder Advocate Lisa
Goodwin/Knutson, Adam Fairbanks, and the archi-
tects.  The plan was to break ground as soon as pos-
sible. 

After the recent tribal election and being voted
in by our people, the Elder Homeless Arrowhead
Building is still my number one priority.  With the
price of building materials and the skyrocketing cost
of the wiring, the Arrowhead design for the building
went way over budget and we are currently looking
for more funding and we are looking at a Homeless
Elder Arrowhead design with central offices for ser-
vices to accommodate the elders living there. 

White Earth Maintenance came and upgraded
the gym lighting to LED bulbs. Mii-gwech for the
patience. 

We have been working with all the boards - one
of them is Housing and getting them back on track to
better serve our people. Because of Covid-19 it was
a set back looking to hire a new Housing director.
We also meet with our White Earth Enterprises
Board on all our businesses for the tribe and we start-
ed our own PUC and Elders Commissions. 

Met with our Land Department on some pur-
chases of buying land back and getting the money
back from when the Shooting Star was built put back
into our WELSA Program - a long time coming.
Working with the Circle of Life Academy, their
School Board and the Education Program to better
provide schooling to all the area children in our sur-
rounding schools that reside on the White Earth
Reservation.

In the last three months I have attended our reg-
ular White Earth RBC meetings (the last Wednesday
of every month) and the Gaming Commission and
the Special Finance meetings. 

Good news! The land the Bagley Casino sits on
is now in trust. 

I have also been attending the 1855 Treaty
Authority meetings. Our last one was Jan. 12 at
Timber Lake Lodge in Grand Rapids, Minn.  During

this meeting I was nominated by Michaa Aubid for
vice chairman.  I accepted and was placed on as the
vice chairman. There are a lot of knowledgeable peo-
ple on the Authority.

I wanted to share a little about addiction of any
sort. Years ago a person’s addiction was based on
what they called the Jellinek Chart - it told you where
you were in your addiction and it was like a valley
chart and most of the time people hit rock bottom
seeing their addiction is disastrous. Like all other
addictions, at some point it has became a problem so
when you finally decide and admitted you have a
problem and want to change you bring all your bag-
gage with you. Most of the time it gets pretty person-
al in todays world with all the alcohol and the drugs. 

I was attending a funeral one time about 10 years
ago and an Elder got up and said if you are going to
use don’t use alone. I was upset but after giving it a
thought he had a point. It also comes down to the
families, if you see a family member or a friend
please do an intervention - let them know they are
loved. Let them know what you see and they need
help and please accept it and quit fighting that evil
spirit. It’s a long tough road and that’s why we live
one day at a time, ah-ho. 

Mii-gwech 
District 1 Rep. Henry George Fox

Cell# 218-407-2729

News From District I Representative Henry Fox

USDA Rural Development is accepting applica-
tions for very low- and low-income individuals and
families seeking to purchase or repair a home in a
rural area.

The Direct Home Loan program offers financing
to qualified very-low and low-income applicants that
are unable to qualify for traditional financing. No
down payment is required, and the interest rate could
be as low as one percent with a subsidy. Applicants
must meet income and credit guidelines and demon-
strate repayment ability. The program is available in
rural communities of generally 35,000 people or less. 

The maximum loan amount is $40,000 at a one
percent interest rate, repayable for a 20-year term and
can be used to improve or modernize homes and do
essential repairs. Grants of up to $10,000 are avail-
able to homeowners 62 and older and must be used to

remove health or safety hazards, such as fixing a
leaking roof, installing indoor plumbing, or replacing
a furnace.

Contact Claire Jackson, SFH Loan Technician,
Rural Development, United States Department of
Agriculture at 809 8th St SE. Detroit Lakes, MN
56501.  Phone: 218-530-3314, Fax: 855-804-4098,
Email: claire.jackson@usda.gov

USDA Rural Development loans and grants pro-
vide assistance that supports infrastructure improve-
ments; business development; housing; community
services such as schools, public safety and health
care; and high-speed internet access in rural areas.
For more information, visit www.rd.usda.gov/mn.   

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employ-
er, and lender.

USDA accepting applications to help low-income
individuals and families buy or repair homes
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White Earth Council of Elders

By Lucille Silk, Chairperson
White Earth Nation Council of Elders

We want to wish everyone a happy and wonderful New
Year.  To all the families that have lost loved ones, we extend
our deepest sympathy.  For all those that are sick and facing a
chronic illness, we wish you well and offer our prayers.  We
must always say thank you to all our Veterans both the living
and deceased.  To all those affected with drugs or alcohol, we
pray for your health and well-being.

There are many programs that are now offering hope to vic-
tims of alcohol or drugs and we can only hope that they will take
advantage of them.  We are losing too many of our young, mid-
dle aged, and even Elders to the chronic diseases.  As Elders, we
try to assist our families in any way possible, but our tolerance
levels are diminishing and we must take care of the ones that are
trying to help themselves.  Please know that we love you all, but
must take care of those babies and youngsters that are left
behind.  It hurts our heart to admit that our own families are vic-
tims of the drug problem that is killing our people.  Also, the
alcohol disease is still very much a part of our communities and
many are suffering from liver, kidney, or other health issues.
God Bless all those caretakers out in our communities that pro-
vide the needed care to Elders, so that they can remain in their
homes rather than go to a nursing or assisted living facility.  We
want to give a special thank you to our home health care nurses
that provide the great care to our homebound and others.

We are very concerned about our Indian Health Clinics on
the White Earth Reservation and the doctors that we do not have
here.  At one time, we had the best health care and the employ-
ees loved their jobs and the health service to their customers was
fantastic.  Now, we have one doctor and another that works only
one day a week and does telework the other days from home in
another state!  We do have nurse practitioners that provide good
care but medical doctors are needed, since we have four field
clinics to serve.  

Many of our people have needs that must be provided
through specialty care and thus must be referred out of our local
clinics.  When this happens, costs for those referrals must be
paid by our health facility.  We become especially concerned at
this time when it is tax season, as many families have had their
taxes taken away because bills were not paid and collection
agencies referred them on to the IRS.  We have been meeting on
a monthly basis with Indian Health Service and every time we
get close to coming to some form of mediation, the attending
person is detailed back to the area office and we have to start all
over again.  In the meantime, our health care falls further and
further behind.  We are told that if we do not like the service pro-
vided we should go elsewhere.  The morale at our facilities is
waning and that reflects back on the poor service to our patients.
This is our Treaty rights that we refer to, ones that our Chiefs
traded land, water or other minerals so that we could be provid-
ed good quality health care.  We are not just a group of whining
Elders, but Native People with inalienable Treaty rights!

We thank all the programs that provide services, such as
snowplowing, roof clearing, ice removal, plastic to windows,
Elder nutrition meals, home health care, financial, energy assis-
tance, and many others.

To all those that have been connected to the Wisdom Steps
Program, which is a preventive health program for Elders, and
have questions or want to become a member, you can contact
myself, Paulie Niesen or Tim Rindahl for assistance.

Simply because we do not officially meet as an Elder
Council during January, February or March, it doesn’t mean that
we will not answer your calls or try to find solutions for you.  If

See Elders Page 26

WE sponsors Snowmobile Safety Field Day

By Ashley Zurn
White Earth Conservation Officer

The Snowmobile Safety Field Day is March 5 at
1 p.m. at the White Earth Natural Resources building
located at 102 3rd Street Northeast in Mahnomen. 

All adults need to come into the building and fill
out field day forms and stay to transport your child to
the driving portion of the field day. This will be just
a few blocks north of our office on Highway 200.

Participants must complete the online portion of
Snowmobile Safety and bring a copy of their com-
pleted field day voucher to the field day. (If you do
not have this you will not get certified). There is a
fee for the online portion. The field day is free.

To access the online course, go to dnr.state.
mn.us and find the Education and Safety tab and
click. Under that tab you will see a spot that says
Recreational Vehicle Safety and you will find
Snowmobile safety training. Click on that and then
finish the online course.  Again, when you complete
this course, print off your field day voucher and bring
with you to the field day along with a birth certifi-
cate. 

To register text 218-850-0242 or email
Ashley.Zurn@whiteearth-nsn.gov with the name,
address and date of birth of the student, and name
and number of an adult I can send reminders to. All
students please bring the proper gear to be outside
in the cold for a few hours and bring your own hel-
met.

Submitted photos

Jamie’s Daycare, including the children and Jamie Weigel, would like to THANK White Earth Child Care
for the new addition to our outside play area.  The children could not wait for this new piece to be installed.
What a great opportunity for the kids to use their large and small muscle skills as we are learning to share
with each other on this equipment.  There was so much exercising going on and learning and their imagi-
nations went wild thinking of different games they made up and played.  They have been having fun on this
all summer and even this winter.  Thanks to the White Earth Child Care Program and staff for purchasing
this piece and realizing how important activities and exercise are important in our daycare home in our
area.  Thanks again - Jamie and her daycare children. 

Jamie’s Daycare provider/kids thank WE program
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THE DOCTOR’S CORNER

February is Heart Health Month
By CDR Deanna Pepper, RNC, WHNP-C
White Earth Health Center

Heart disease is the leading cause of death in the United States.
Every day, approximately 2,200 people die from heart disease. That
is nearly 800,000 Americans each year or one in every three deaths.
Heart disease is also known as cardiovascular disease and is a
group of diseases that affect your heart or blood vessels, including
heart failure, stroke and high blood pressure. 

The most common type of heart disease is called coronary
artery disease in which a substance called plaque builds up in the
arteries that supply blood to the heart. Coronary artery disease can
cause a heart attack, angina, heart failure and/or irregular heartbeat. 

Heart disease can happen at age. Being overweight and having
high blood pressure can put people at a higher risk for heart disease
earlier in life. Approximately half of all Americans have at least
one of the top three risk factors for heart disease - such as high
blood pressure, high cholesterol and smoking. 

High blood pressure: About ½ of the people with high blood
pressure do not have it under control. Having uncontrolled high
blood pressure is a big risk factor for heart disease. If you have
blood pressure, routine care with your primary provider is recom-
mended. Medications may be needed to help control your blood
pressure. 

High cholesterol: Having high cholesterol can increase your
risk for heart disease. Having diabetes and being overweight, eating
unhealthy foods, and not getting enough physical activity can all
contribute to unhealthy cholesterol levels.  Exercise can be as sim-
ple as walking 10-20 minutes 3-4 times per week. 

Smoking: Smoking can cause damage to the blood vessels and
can cause heart disease. Certainly, Indian Health Service has a
smoking cessation program and can assist you in quitting smoking
today. 

Obesity: Carrying extra weight can put extra stress on the
heart. 

Diabetes: Diabetes causes blood sugar to build up in the blood.
This can damage blood vessels and nerves that help to control the
heart muscle. 

Physical activity: Being physically active can help to keep
your heart and blood vessels healthy. 

Ways to take control of your heart health: 
1.  Don’t smoke- smoking is the leading cause of preventable

death in the United States. If you need assistance to quit, please
contact your primary provider to assist you. 

2.  Stay active - work to exercise at least 10-20 minutes 3-4
times per week. This can be going for a walk or using one of the
exercise facilities on the reservation. 

3. Manage your conditions: work with your primary care
provider to manage conditions such as high blood pressure, high
cholesterol and diabetes. This may mean taking medicine if needed. 

4.  Make heart healthy eating changes. Eat foods low in added
sugar, sodium and saturated fats. Try to fill your plate with more
vegetables and fruits. 

As always, with any questions/concerns, please see your pri-
mary care provider to assist in meeting your health care needs. 

Need your support
Funding awarded for potential White Earth Food Co-op 
By Zachary Paige
Food Sovereignty Specialist

The White Earth Food Sovereignty Initiative has
been awarded funding for a feasibility study for a
White Earth grocery store, organized as a coopera-
tive. A co-op is like any other store except that it will
be owned by the community members who use it.
Each member would OWN a share in the business
and the board of directors would be democratically
elected by the members who purchased shares.   

Since a cooperative grocery store is owned by
community members, there are many ways that you
can be personally involved. If you are passionate

about healthy eating and interested in participating,
please reach out to your community council and they
will have paper surveys to fill out. 

There will also be an online version of the sur-
vey here -  https://bit.ly/whiteearthcoop. The survey
will also be on the White Earth official Facebook
page for a link to that survey. 

After we complete this survey, community
meetings will be conducted in the Spring for further
input. If you are interested in attending, please fill out
our survey and leave your contact information in the
survey for updates on the project. 

We look forward to hearing from you!  For ques-
tions email Zachary.Paige@whiteearth-nsn.gov

Submitted photo

Zachary Paige, White Earth Food Sovereignty Specialist, serves traditional food during a summer event.
The White Earth Food Sovereignty Initiative has been awarded funding for a feasibility study for a White
Earth grocery store.

White Earth tribal offices
closed for holiday

White Earth RBC offices will be closed on 
Monday, Feb. 20 for Presidents Day and will reopen 

on Tuesday, Feb. 21 at 8 a.m. 

White Earth Energy Assistance Program Notice
The White Earth Energy Assistance Program has

sent out new 2023 applications to the clients that
applied last heating season. For those of you that did
not apply, check our website at www.whiteearth.com
and go into Divisions or call our phone number.

Please keep in mind to fill out your application
clearly and completely, with all necessary documen-
tation.  This makes for a faster process.

Homeowners, please call if you are having fur-
nace problems, we may be able to help you.  Please
remember to change your filters once a month for
adequate maintenance.

Always keep in mind to check your tanks.
Running out will adhere to more problems.  Summer

prices are at there low.  This time of year call, your
company to set up payment plans or arrangements if
suitable.

Any questions on the program or need to send in
information see the information below.
Phone:  218-473-2711
Fax: 218-473-2719
Toll Free: 1-866-885-7656
Email: Chris.Fairbanks@whiteearth-nsn.gov
Location: Across from the Housing Authority office
in Waubun
Mail: PO Box 418, White Earth, MN 56591
Website: www.whiteearth.com
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*Licensed in Minnesota and White Earth Tribal Courts

Fergus Falls
218-736-5673

Prevention is key to lower chances of cervical cancer
By CDR Deanna Pepper, RNC, WHNP-C
White Earth Health Center

Cervical cancer used to be the leading cause of
cancer deaths for women in the United States.
However, that number has decreased significantly in
the past 30 years. The decline is largely a result of
many women getting regular pap smears, which can
find cervical pre-cancer before it turns to cancer. 

The cervix is the lower, narrow end of the uterus.
This is the most easily preventable gynecologic can-
cer with regular screening tests and follow up. All
women are at risk for cervical cancer. It affects
approx. 12,000 women per year in the United States.
The Human Papilloma Virus (HPV) is the main cause
of cervical cancer. HPV is a virus is a common virus
that may be passed from one person to another during
sex. Most sexually active people at some point in
their lives will be exposed to HPV but few women
will get cervical cancer. This virus may wax and wane
in the body without causing issues. 

Early on, cervical cancer may not cause any
signs or symptoms. Advanced cervical cancer may
cause bleeding or vaginal discharge that is not normal
for women. The two tests that can help detect cervical
cancer are to have a Pap smear and or HPV testing.
The recommendations are for all women to start hav-
ing pap smears at age 21. The Pap smear will be done
every three years until the age of 30. At age 30-64,
pap smears are recommended to be done every five
years, with an HPV test. The Pap smear is completed
during a pelvic exam by taking swabs of the cervix
and submitting them to lab for evaluation. 

•  Risk factors: Things that place a woman at a
higher risk to cervical cancer include Human
Papillomavirus (HPV) infection. The most important
risk factor for cervical cancer is infection with HPV.
HPV is common. Most people become infected with
HPV when they become sexually active, and most
people clear the virus without problems. There are
over 100 different types of HPV. Not all of them are
linked to cancer. The HPV types, or strains, that are
most frequently associated with cervical cancer are
HPV16 and HPV18. Starting to have sex at an earlier
age or having multiple sexual partners puts a person
at higher risk of being infected with high-risk HPV
types.

•  Immune system deficiency. People with low-
ered immune systems have a higher risk of develop-
ing cervical cancer. A lowered immune system can be

caused by immune suppression from corticosteroid
medications, organ transplantation, treatments for
other types of cancer, or from the Human
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV), which is the virus
that causes acquired immune deficiency syndrome
(AIDS). When a person has HIV, their immune sys-
tem is less able to fight off early cancer.

•  Herpes. Women who have genital herpes have
a higher risk of developing cervical cancer.

•  Smoking. Women who smoke are about twice
as likely to develop cervical cancer as women who do
not smoke.

•  Age. People younger than 20 years old rarely
develop cervical cancer. The risk goes up between the
late teens and mid-30s. Women past this age group
remain at risk and need to have regular cervical can-
cer screenings, which include a Pap test and/or an
HPV test.

• Socioeconomic factors. Cervical cancer is more
common among groups of women who are less likely
to have access to screening for cervical cancer. Those
populations are more likely to include Black women,
Hispanic women, American Indian women, and
women from low-income households.

• Oral contraceptives. Some research studies sug-
gest that oral contraceptives, which are birth control
pills, may be associated with an increased risk of cer-
vical cancer and may be associated with higher-risk
sexual behavior. However, more research is needed to
understand how oral contraceptive use and the devel-
opment of cervical cancer are connected.

•  Exposure to diethylstilbestrol (DES). Women
whose mothers were given this drug during pregnan-
cy to prevent miscarriage have an increased risk of
developing a rare type of cancer of the cervix or vagi-
na. DES was given for this purpose from about 1940
to 1970. Women exposed to DES should have an
annual pelvic examination that includes a cervical
Pap test as well as a 4-quadrant Pap test, in which
samples of cells are taken from all sides of the vagina
to check for abnormal cells.

Prevention is certainly key. See your provider
regularly for a pap smear/HPV testing, get the HPV
vaccine as it helps to protect against the types of HPV
that most often cause cervical, vaginal and vulvar
cancers. This vaccine is recommended for boys and
girls ages 11-26 years of age. Limit the number of sex
partners. 

As always, if you have questions, ask your
provider. 

White Earth storyteller Zoey Dering makes her
television/streaming debut on “Stories From the
Stage” live from Boston during a Valentine Day
Special, “The One,” on Feb. 14.

Dering tells of how hot wings; a broken furnace
and a broken heart led her to “The One.”  

About the Storyteller: Dering is a registered
nurse with over 30 years of emergency room experi-
ence working in Indian Country, as well as rural and
urban areas. She received her bachelor degree in
Nursing through support from the Indian Health
Scholarship Program and the White Earth Tribe.   

Storytelling has been a part of her family (includ-
ing great grandfather, John LaDoux) and handed
down through generation to generation as a member
of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe on the White Earth
Reservation.  Zoey is relatively new to storytelling to
larger audiences, but enjoys it as a way to express her
real self, as well as making authentic connections like
her ancestors did.  She makes her home in Gig Harbor,

Wash.   
About the program
Stories have the power to

astonish us, make us laugh
and cry, and open our hearts
to the world.  Stories From
the Stage invites storytellers
from around the world to
share extraordinary tales of
what it means to be human.
On this multimedia series,
hear tales of love and loss,
amazing adventures, incredible surprises and unex-
pected triumphs. Stories From the Stage is produced
by WORLD Channel in partnership with GBH Events.

Where to view or stream broadcast:  
www.facebook.com/StoriesFromTheStage
Twin Cities Public Broadcasting (PBS)
www.tpt.org/stories-from-the-stage-2

White Earth storyteller makes live debut on Valentine’s Day

Zoey Dering
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Students from NCCS thank Ronda Estey

Submitted photo

The 3rd grade class at Naytahwaush Community and Charter School sends a big THANK YOU to Ronda
Estey for the fun learning tools and snacks donated to us at her retirement party!
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Students shine in White Earth Science and Engineering Fair

Photos by Gary W. Padrta

The White Earth Science and Engineering Fair was recently held at Pine Point School.  Pictured are stu-
dents that won first and second place in grades 4 through 8. 

It’s a family thing! Francisca Diaz (second from right) is one of two stu-
dents selected to attend a Caribou Thunder Aerospace Trip. Her sis-
ters, Teresita (second from left) and Linda (right) were selected to
attend Space Camp in prior WE Science Fairs.  Looking on is mom,
Neegonee (left).

Anthony Clark explains his project “The Mighty Arm” to judge Mark
Bellcourt.  Clark was one of two students selected to attend the
Caribou Thunder Aerospace Trip.

Francisca Diaz won first place in the 6th grade cat-
egory for her project “Not on Our Land Period.”

Gracie Clark placed second for 7th grade with her
project “Marble Maze.”

Past winners were awarded trophies for placing in
the Science Fair.  Winners this year were awarded
medallions made by Mariah Parisian.

Heath Larson explains his project “Germs, Germs,
Germs” to judge and WE Elder Sherold Hanks.

After two years off due to the pandemic, the 13th White Earth
Science and Engineering Fair was held Jan. 6 at the Pine Point School. 

More than 25 students from Pine Point and Naytahwaush
Community Charter School presented 15 projects with titles such as
Unhealthy Soda Pop, Bouncy Eggs, Talking to Plants, Fantastic
Photosynthesis, and Marble Maze. Several volunteer judges visited
each project, talked to the students and assigned them a grade.  The top
two projects in grades 4-8 were awarded medallions.  
Here are the names of the top scorers:
4th Grade:
1st:  Jarekieh Keezer, The Super Bacteria Killer (Pine Point) 
2nd: (three way tie):
Mackenzie Lerud, A Plant is Just a Plant (Pine Point) 
Travera Buckanaga & Nelly Bruguier, The Powered Car (Pine Point)
Carleen Arthur & Delmariyah Basswood, Balloon Car (Pine Point) 
5th Grade: No submissions
6th Grade: 
1st: Francisca Diaz, Not On Our Land Period (Pine Point)  
2nd: Jovie Grandbois and Aleera Bush, Talking to Plants,
(Naytahwaush Community Charter School)
7th Grade:
1st: Shayley Clark, The Edge Cutter (Pine Point) 
2nd: Gracie Clark, Marble Maze (Pine Point) 
8th Grade:
1st: Anthony Clark, The Mighty Arm (Pine Point) 

Francisca Diaz and Anthony Clark were selected to attend a
Caribou Thunder Aerospace Trip.  This camp will take place in
Colorado Springs, Colo. They will receive a first class STEMS expe-
rience, tour technology facilities, and visit area natural recreational
areas, including Garden of the Gods, Estes Park and more. Rita
Peterson (White Earth) is sponsoring this event. 

Shayley Clark won first place in the 7th grade cate-
gory for her project “The Edge Cutter.”
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Photo by Gary W. Padrta

Due to ice conditions, the White Earth Nation Fishing Tournament
location has changed to North Twin Lake. Check for any updates
on the White Earth Facebook page.

WE tournament location change

After 17 years with the White Earth Police Department, Lt. Jeremy
Cossette was recently honored with a Pendleton blanket.  He has
moved on to be the City Administrator for Barnesville, Minn.  From
left are Mindy Iverson - Human Resources Director, Laurie York -
Executive Director, Jeremy Cossette, and Curtis Rogers -
Assistant Executive Director.

Tribe honors Jeremy Cossette

Retirement party for “Kibby”
An Open House 

“potluck” retirement party
for Marcianna “Kibby”

Sullivan will be held on
Friday, Feb. 3 at noon at

the White Earth Tribal
Health building.

Everyone is welcome to
wish Kibby a Happy

Retirement after serving
46 years with the White

Earth Tribal Council. 

White Earth Elders Christmas Party highlights

The White Earth Elder Christmas Party was held
Jan. 4 at the Shooting Star Casino in Mahnomen.
The event was scheduled for Dec. 15 but had to
be moved to January due to bad weather.  
More than 400 elders visited 15 informational
booths and they were treated to lunch, bingo 
and door prizes.  The highlight of the day was
students from the Naytahwaush Community
Charter School singing Christmas songs. 
Frank Stech was the MC and the drum group
was White Earth Junior Boys.  The event was
sponsored by the WE Elderly Nutrition Program.

Photos by Gary W. Padrta



16 Anishinaabeg Today Wednesday, February 1, 2023

Redeemed and Ready to Go 
Thrift Store

1220 Richwood Road / Detroit Lakes, Minn.

Open:
Tuesday through Saturday / 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Closed Sunday and Monday
New items daily!

Feed Our FamiliesFeed Our Families
Deliveries: Monday - ThursdayDeliveries: Monday - Thursday

218-935-5554 Ext. 3217218-935-5554 Ext. 3217

You can reach the Anishinaabeg Today at 218-983-3285You can reach the Anishinaabeg Today at 218-983-3285
Ext. 5903 or today@whiteearth-nsn.govExt. 5903 or today@whiteearth-nsn.gov

New program helps people with pre-diabetes
The Prevent Type II Diabetes program is the

newest edition to the plethora of services that White
Earth offers. This program is for those diagnosed with
pre-diabetes or at high risk of developing type II dia-
betes. This program is new to White Earth and has
already proven itself successful. 

This Center for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC)-recognized lifestyle change program is an evi-
dence-based program that can reduce a person’s risk
of developing type 2 diabetes by 58% (71% in individ-
uals aged 65 and older). It has proven to be more
effective than certain medications at preventing type 2
diabetes.

This CDC-recognized lifestyle change program
must have Lifestyle Coaches who are trained to use a
CDC-approved curriculum and who have the knowl-
edge and skills to effectively deliver the program. The
Lifestyle Coach’s ability to support participants, pro-
vide guidance, and help groups work together effec-
tively is essential for a successful lifestyle change pro-
gram. 

Here on White Earth there are four trained
Lifestyle Coaches: Lisa Braun, R.N., Carolyn
Cossette, R.N., Deb Killian, LSW, and Willy Ann
Heisler-Hoban, LGSW.  All four currently work with-
in the Tribal Public Health division of the White Earth
Nation.

This program requires a big commitment that
everyone is both capable and worthy of. The program
requires a one year-long investment in yourself!  We
meet 16 times in the first six months followed by two
months of bi-weekly meetings and ending with four
meetings in the final four months. This is not a diet
plan or a workout plan, it is exactly as titled, a lifestyle
change program.

The first cohort of participants started the pro-
gram in October 2022 and all have been successful at
making changes to better their health. Another cohort
will start in March and they are looking for qualified
candidates to join. At this time, the program is looking
for people who have been diagnosed with pre-diabetes
or at high risk of developing Type II diabetes that are
wanting to avoid the diagnosis. 

If you meet these criteria and are interested,
please call Deb at 218-401-0550 for more informa-
tion.

Self help law clinic located in Becker County Courthouse
The Legal Services of Northwest Minnesota Self

Help Law Clinic is located in Becker County Law
Library in the lower level of the Courthouse at 915
Lake Ave, Detroit Lakes.  Clinic hours are Thursdays
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Appointments can be made in advance to meet
individualized needs by calling Legal Services 1-
800-450-8585

The purpose of the clinic is to assist people who
are representing themselves in civil court matters in
Becker County.  This may include explaining legal
process and options, assisting and reviewing court-
approved pro-se forms, or referrals to other appropri-
ate recourses.  An attorney or paralegal will be avail-

able to provide personalized help, free of charge, to
any community members with a Becker County
Court case.

A new resource to make you aware of are legal
kiosks- these community based computer kiosks are
stationed in a variety of community locations
throughout Minnesota, including one in the Law
Library and four others in Becker County, offering
the public the ability to apply for civil legal aid ser-
vices, access legal resources, and in most cases
attend online meetings and remote court hearings in
privacy.  

For list of kiosks, visit www.legalkiosk.org/
locations
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Let us know if you recently moved, or have moved in the past few years so we can
cancel your old address.  Email: today@whiteearth-nsn.gov

WE TRIBAL COURT
CHILDREN’S COURT 

In the Matter of the Welfare of the Child(ren) of: 
Terrance Lee Stevens, Jr.
Summons of Petition and Hearing Notice

Court File No. CC21-0009

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that on
December 19, 2022, a Petition for Transfer of
Legal and Physical Custody was filed with the
White Earth Tribal Court regarding your child
in file CC21-0009. A Pretrial hearing on the
matter is scheduled for March 1, 2023 at 9:30
A.M. You are asked to contact White Earth
Tribal Court Administration located at the
RTC in White Earth, Minnesota at 218-983-
4648. If you fail to appear for this hearing the
Court may find you in default and enter an
order.
Dated: January 25, 2023
Veronica Newcomer
Attorney for WE Indian Child Welfare 

WE TRIBAL COURT
CHILDREN’S COURT 

In the Matter of the Welfare of the Child(ren) of: 
Andrew Lundon
Summons of Petition and Hearing Notice

Court File No. CC22-0097

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that on January
23, 2023, a Suspension of Parental Rights
Petition was filed with the White Earth Tribal
Court regarding your child in file CC22-0097.
An Admit-Deny hearing on the matter is
scheduled for February 27, 2023 at 10:00
A.M. You are asked to contact White Earth
Tribal Court Administration located at the
RTC in White Earth, Minnesota at 218-983-
4648. If you fail to appear for this hearing the
Court may find you in default and enter an
order.
Dated: January 25, 2023
Veronica Newcomer
Attorney for WE Indian Child Welfare 

WE TRIBAL COURT
CHILDREN’S COURT 

In the Matter of the Welfare of the Child(ren) of: 
Any Man Coming Forward as the Father of
the Child of Melinda Jones
Summons of Petition and Hearing Notice

Court File No. CC22-0097

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that on January
23, 2023, a Suspension of Parental Rights
Petition was filed with the White Earth Tribal
Court regarding your child in file CC22-0097.
An Admit-Deny hearing on the matter is
scheduled for February 27, 2023 at 10:00
A.M. You are asked to contact White Earth
Tribal Court Administration located at the
RTC in White Earth, Minnesota at 218-983-
4648. If you fail to appear for this hearing the
Court may find you in default and enter an
order.
Dated: January 25, 2023
Veronica Newcomer
Attorney for WE Indian Child Welfare 

WE TRIBAL COURT
CHILDREN’S COURT 

In the Matter of the Welfare of the Child(ren) of: 
Melinda Jones
Summons of Petition and Hearing Notice

Court File No. CC22-0097

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that on January
23, 2023, a Suspension of Parental Rights
Petition was filed with the White Earth Tribal
Court regarding your child in file CC22-0097.
An Admit-Deny hearing on the matter is
scheduled for February 27, 2023 at 10:00
A.M. You are asked to contact White Earth
Tribal Court Administration located at the
RTC in White Earth, Minnesota at 218-983-
4648. If you fail to appear for this hearing the
Court may find you in default and enter an
order.
Dated: January 25, 2023
Veronica Newcomer
Attorney for WE Indian Child Welfare 

WE TRIBAL COURT
CHILDREN’S COURT 

In the Matter of the Welfare of the Child(ren) of: 
Maria Bellanger
Summons of Petition and Hearing Notice

Court File No. CC21-0355

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that on
November 4, 2022, a Petition for Transfer of
Legal and Physical Custody was filed with the
White Earth Tribal Court regarding your child
in file CC21-0355. An Admit-Deny hearing on
the matter is scheduled for March 6, 2023 at
11:00 A.M. You are asked to contact White
Earth Tribal Court Administration located at
the RTC in White Earth, Minnesota at 218-
983-4648. If you fail to appear for this hearing
the Court may find you in default and enter an
order.
Dated: January 25, 2023
Veronica Newcomer
Attorney for WE Indian Child Welfare 

WE TRIBAL COURT
CHILDREN’S COURT 

In the Matter of the Welfare of the Child(ren) of: 
Randi Rose Bellanger
Summons of Petition and Hearing Notice

Court File No. CC22-0002

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that on
November 23, 2022, a Suspension of Parental
Rights Petition was filed with the White Earth
Tribal Court regarding your child in file
CC22-0002. A Pretrial hearing on the matter is
scheduled for March 6, 2023 at 11:30 A.M.
You are asked to contact White Earth Tribal
Court Administration located at the RTC in
White Earth, Minnesota at 218-983-4648. If
you fail to appear for this hearing the Court
may find you in default and enter an order.
Dated: January 25, 2023
Veronica Newcomer
Attorney for WE Indian Child Welfare 

WE TRIBAL COURT
CHILDREN’S COURT 

In the Matter of the Welfare of the Child(ren) of: 
Any Man Coming Forward as the Father of
the Child of Randi Rose Bellanger
Summons of Petition and Hearing Notice

Court File No. CC22-0002

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that on
November 23, 2022, a Suspension of Parental
Rights Petition was filed with the White Earth
Tribal Court regarding your child in file
CC22-0002. A Pretrial hearing on the matter is
scheduled for March 6, 2023 at 11:30 A.M.
You are asked to contact White Earth Tribal
Court Administration located at the RTC in
White Earth, Minnesota at 218-983-4648. If
you fail to appear for this hearing the Court
may find you in default and enter an order.
Dated: January 25, 2023
Veronica Newcomer
Attorney for WE Indian Child Welfare 

WE TRAFFIC COURT 
In the Matter of Christopher Gregory
Chief; DOB: 12/26/2000
Summons for Appear in Court

Court File No. T2023-00002

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that on February
22, 2023, at 10:00 a.m. a Continued Initial
Hearing on the traffic citation will be held at
the White Earth Tribal Court at 35500 Eagle
View Road Ogema, MN 56569. You are asked
to contact Court Administration at 218-983-
4648, Ext. 5757 to receive a copy of the cita-
tion. If you fail to appear for this hearing, the
Court may find you in default and/or held in
contempt of court.
Dated: January 24, 2023

You can reach the Anishinaabeg Today 
at today@whiteearth-nsn.gov or 

218-983-3285 Ext. 5903

Timothy Ryan Keezer Sr.
Timothy Keezer Sr., 37, of Waubun, died unexpectedly on Jan. 21 at his home.
Timothy Ryan Keezer was born Nov. 15, 1985, in Park Rapids., Minn., the youngest

child of Kenneth and Susan (Anderson) Keezer.  He grew up in Elbow Lake Village and
attended school in Waubun.  After high school, Tim moved to the
Minneapolis area for a time before returning to the White Earth
Reservation.  He has made his home in Elbow Lake Village since
then.  He worked at the Shooting Star Casino a short time but pre-
ferred working in the outdoors trapping and leeching. 

Tim was very sociable and enjoyed spending time with family
and friends.  He was the one who was usually loud and in charge of
all the festivities taking place.  He also liked to spend time at the
casino trying his luck on the slot machines.  Tim was a caring indi-
vidual who was always willing to help out a friend, neighbor or
elder when in need.  His family, especially his children, nieces and
nephews held a special place in his heart.  Tim was always giving

hugs and passing out “I Love You’s” to family.  He was also a great cook with some of his
specialties being french toast and no bake cookies.  Although gone too soon, he will live on
in the hearts of many.

Tim is survived by his children, Timothy Keezer Jr. and Nahlah Keezer; mother, Susan
Keezer; brothers: Jeffrey Keezer, Kenneth “Beep” (Lois) Keezer Jr. and Robert Keezer; sis-
ter, Terrie Sue Keezer; and many nieces and nephews.  

He was preceded in death by his grandparents, father, and nephew, Derek Keezer.
Funeral services were held Jan. 27 at Anderson Family Funeral Home in Mahnomen
Arrangements: Anderson Family Funeral Home of Mahnomen. 
Online: www.andersonfamilyfh.com

Obituaries

Derrick Luke Harding-Reyes
Derrick Luke Harding-Reyes was born Nov. 25, 1991, in Minneapolis to Howard

Harding Jr. and Paula Reyes.  A city boy at heart, he spent all his time in the Twin Cities
metro. At the young age of 31, Derrick’s life was tragically taken on
Dec. 21, 2022, in Minneapolis.  

Derrick is survived by his mom, Paula Reyes; sons, Derrick Jr.
and Henry; daughter, Jayla; brother, Matthew Harding; sister,
Catherine Harding; grandma, Patricia Harding; great-grandma,
Adeline Anderson; aunts: Leah Reyes-Rambaum and her husband,
Shane, Amanda Harding and Lisa Harding; and nieces and
nephews.  

He was preceded in death by his father, Howard Harding Jr.;
grandpas, Howard Harding Sr. and David Reyes; grandma, Marie
Reyes; uncles, Bruce Reyes and Frank Harding; and aunts, Lily
Harding and Tonia Harding.

Private family services will be held.
Arrangements: Anderson Family Funeral Home of Mahnomen. 
Online: www.andersonfamilyfh.com
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Obituaries

Sue Carol Bellefeuille
Sue Bellefeuille, 74, of Mahnomen, died Jan. 7 at the Mahnomen Health Center

Nursing Home surrounded by loved ones. 
Sue Carol McArthur was born May 21, 1948, in White Earth, to Bernard and Delphine

(Ross) McArthur. Sue attended school in Mahnomen and in 1966 was blessed with the
birth of her son, Ernie. Sue began working various jobs which
allowed her to travel and explore the United States. In 1977, Sue
moved back to the Mahnomen area. In 1981, Sue married the love
of her life, Ron Bellefeuille, and the couple made their home in
Mahnomen. During this time, Sue worked at the liquor store and
helped with private home health care. She later began working as
a manager of the Golden Eagle Bingo in White Earth. In the late
1990s, Sue took on the position of the Community Health
Representative for the White Earth Tribe, a job that brought her joy
for 20 years until her retirement in 2019.

Sue had many talents, especially when it came to creativity
and crafts. She created many cherished crocheted blankets, cloth-

ing, and items for her family. Sue was a fantastic cook and baker, she spent the whole year
looking forward to Christmas Eve at her house with her entire family. Sue had a special
place in her heart for her grandkids and nieces and nephews. She was lovingly known as
“Suzie Homemaker” to her family. In her free time, she enjoyed reading crime and
romance novels and participating in a book club. Sue and Ron enjoyed going antiquing and
traveling to auctions together. The couple also enjoyed traveling around the United States
together. Sue was a dedicated Minnesota Vikings fan and had season tickets for 20 years.
Her great sense of humor and caregiving nature will be greatly missed by her loved ones.

Sue is survived by her husband of 41 years, Ron Bellefeuille; son, Ernie Mrachek;
stepdaughter, Michelle (Rob) Stevens; grandchildren: Amanda Stevens, Ellen (Jake)
Perrault, Dylan Stevens and James Mrachek; great-grandchildren: Brody, Suzie and
Theodore; siblings: Jack McArthur, Lucille Goodwin, Steven McArthur, Nancy Bratvold,
Scott McArthur, Laverne Hisgun, Tim (Barb) McArthur and Tammy McArthur; and many
nieces and nephews; and beloved cat, Bob. 

Sue was preceded in death by her parents; sisters: Joan “Bunkie” LaFriniere, Mary
Ann Keogh and Evelyn Tangen; and brother, Clyde McArthur. 

A memorial service was held Jan. 13 at Anderson Family Funeral Home in
Mahnomen.

Arrangements: Anderson Family Funeral Home of Mahnomen. 
Online: www.andersonfamilyfh.com

Russell J. Bigbear
Russell J. Bigbear was chosen to crossover on Jan. 9 at St. Joseph’s Hospital in

Tacoma, Wash. Russell was born Oct. 3, 1954, at the White Earth Indian Hospital to
Raymond Conklin and Doris Bigbear.  He was raised by his uncle Charles Steward and
aunt Isabelle Stewart.  

He grew up in Minnesota between White Earth Reservation
and Ponsford as a child, and the Cities as a teenager. As a young
adult aged 18, he moved to Washington and went back and forth
between there and Minnesota before finally settling in Washington
State. 

Russell was very strong willed and charismatic. He was diag-
nosed with a terminal liver disease and far surpassed the timeline
the doctors had given him, by many years. He continued to show
his strength up until his passing. 

Russell had a flair for mechanics and racecars, and often built
his own cars to race. He was a self-taught mechanic and loved to
share his knowledge. He embraced his Native American heritage

and often passed down his wisdom and knowledge to his children and grandchildren.
Russell loved riding his motorcycle, camping fishing, and boating. In his earlier years, he
could often be seen riding his Harley with four children lined up to the handlebars. He
adored his family, but had a soft spot for his grandchildren. They were the apple of his eye.
His favorite past times were when he could get all of his children together with his grand-
children for a camping trip.  He loved to be spontaneous and take off for the weekend and
see where he ended up. 

Russell is survived by his wife, Laura Conklin; sisters, Verna Fuller and Kim Ling;
sons with Aldene Morrison, Chad and Russell Morrison; daughters with Kathy Ostrander,
Starla (Jason) Roseen, and their children Devun and Mason, daughter Lisa (Richard)
Reynolds and their children, Keyndal and Kylee Reynolds, and Kathleen Ari and her chil-
dren Jayden and Kaylin Ari; stepchildren with Laura Conklin, Ryan and Jessica Beach and
their children, as well as two great grandchildren and many cousins and extended family. 

He was proceeded in death by his brothers, Kenneth Conklin and Richard Bartness,
and sister, Marilyn Conklin. He had many cousins that were raised as siblings including
Lorraine (Suzie) Stewart, and proceeded in death by Charlie, Gilbert, Gary Stewart and
Nancy Bigbear. 

A memorial service will he held Saturdau, Feb. 4 at Mountain View Funeral Home in
Tacoma. 

Russell has touched many hearts. He has passed down his strong will to his family he
has left behind. He will be missed and never forgotten. Until we meet again. 

Gregory Alan Pavek
Greg Pavek, 63 of Waubun, died Jan. 15 at Pelican Landing Memory Care Assisted

Living in Detroit Lakes.
Gregory Alan Pavek was born July 31, 1959, to J. Lloyd and Marilyn (Bement) Pavek

in Detroit Lakes.  He was raised in the Waubun area and graduated from Waubun High
School with the Class of 1977.  

Immediately after graduation, Greg entered the U.S. Air Force,
serving most of his time in Idaho.  Following his honorable dis-
charge in May of 1981, Greg returned to the Waubun area and
began taking classes at the Northwest Technical College in
Wadena, Minn. 

He met the love of his life, Heidi Bruggeman and they were
united in marriage at St. Michael’s Catholic Church on June 1,
1985.  The couple made their home in Fargo, West Fargo, N.D.,
and a short time in Coon Rapids, Minn., before settling back in the
Waubun area to raise their family of four sons and a daughter.  

Greg worked as a computer technician for a few years before
starting at the Shooting Star Casino when it opened.  Over the next

25 years he worked in different areas at the casino working his way up to the Director of
Non-Gaming.  Greg then worked as a gaming auditor for the tribe for a few years before
his declining health forced him to an early retirement.  In April 2022, Greg moved to
Pelican Landing to make his home. 

Greg was a true outdoorsman.  He loved everything from hunting to fishing, spearing,
trail riding to simply walking in the woods taking in nature’s beauty all around him.  He
enjoyed camping, traveling, and spending time with family and friends at Tulaby Lake.
Greg was always athletic and very competitive and throughout his life remained an avid
sports enthusiast.  He never missed any of the kid’s activities when they were growing up.
From high school, to college, to professional athletics, he enjoyed them all and was always
looking for the latest stats on each of them.  Greg had a great sense of humor and liked to
laugh and have a good time.  He was a member of St. Michael’s Catholic Church and the
Knights of Columbus.  

In more recent years, he worked jigsaw puzzles and word searches to pass the time
and never missed a Minnesota Vikings game!  Greg was diagnosed with FTD
(Frontotemporal Dementia) and PPA (Primary Progressive Aphasia), a disease with little
known information.  His care and compassion for others continued even with this diagno-
sis as he willingly participated in studies and testing conducted by a research team at Mayo
to further educate doctors.  Even in death, Greg continues to give back as he was able to
donate his brain for advanced studies to hopefully aide in answers to help others who may
be diagnosed with FTD.  Although gone to soon from this life, Greg will live on in the
hearts of all who knew and loved him.

Greg is survived by his wife, Heidi of Waubun; children: Dan (Melissa) of Devils
Lake, N.D., Justin (Brittany) of Horace, N.D., Kelsey (Zach Howe) Pavek of West Fargo,
Jacob (McKenzie) of Hawley, Minn., and Tom (Cassie) of Detroit Lakes; grandchildren:
Hunter, Jax, Cooper, Liam, Finn, Birk, Hoyt and baby Pavek coming in summer 2023; sib-
lings: Steve (Linda) of Roseau, Minn., Rick (Deb) of Waubun, Jim of Oakdale, Minn.,
Mike of White Earth, Dan (Tina) of Edina, Minn., Chris (Gena) of Eagan, Minn., Sue (Ted)
Peterson of Alexandria, Minn., Terri (Todd) Irey of Stillwater, Minn., Pam (Charlie) Jasken
of Detroit Lakes, Judy (Tom) Goldsmith of Warroad, Minn., and Lisa Pavek of Fargo; sis-
ters-in-law, Brenda (Jim) McCauley of East Grand Forks, Minn., and Sandra (Greg)
Rodlund of Durbin, N.D.; several nieces, nephews, cousins; and his special canine com-
panion, Chief.  

Greg was preceded in death by his parents; grandson, Rhett; sister-in-law, Jamie
Pavek; and brother-in-law, Steve Bruggeman. 

Blessed be the Memory of Gregory Alan Pavek.
A Funeral Mass was held Jan. 23 at St. Michael’s Catholic Church. Lunch and fellow-

ship were held at the church following military honors. 
Arrangements: Anderson Family Funeral Home of Mahnomen. 
Online: www.andersonfamilyfh.com

Let the us know if you moved so we can cancel your old address and update Let the us know if you moved so we can cancel your old address and update 
your new address. Email the your new address. Email the Anishinaabeg Today Anishinaabeg Today at today@whiteearth-nsn.govat today@whiteearth-nsn.gov
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Obituaries

Rachel Moran Pederson
May 20, 1926 – Nov. 16, 2022
Rachel Moran Pederson was born on White Indian Reservation and she was the

daughter of William C. Moran (Sisseton/Wahpeton Dakota) and Annie King Sullivan
Moran (White Earth Band, Ojibwe/Chippewa). Soon after her
birth, Rachel moved with her family to live on her father’s reser-
vation in South Dakota.

As a toddler, Rachel contracted tuberculosis, the same disease
that at that time claimed the life of her mother and infant sister.
Once diagnosed, she was sent to live in the Sac and Fox
Tuberculosis Sanatorium in Iowa, where she spent several years
recuperating. After her recovery, Rachel was then sent back to
South Dakota to live with her grandmother and dad on the reserva-
tion.

As was mandated by the federal Indian boarding school sys-
tem of that time, Rachel was then removed from her family home

to attend Indian boarding schools. She attended several: Tekakwitha Indian Boarding
School in Sisseton, S.D.; an Indian boarding school in Wahpeton, N.D.; and one in
Stephan, S.D. She left school shortly before her high school graduation when she went to
live with family members in Washington State.

Rachel married Theodore Martin Pederson in Seattle, her husband of 54 years. “Ted”
was the love of her life until his death in 1999. Ted and Rachel began their life together on
one of the last small, urban farms in SE Seattle, next to what is now Othello Park. Once
their small farm land was developed, they moved to Rainier View where they lived for sev-
eral years. Eventually they settled in Renton, Wash.

Together they raised four children. Rachel is survived by Ted Jr. (Pam), Shirley
(Thomas), and Karleen (Jeffrey). She also leaves behind many grandchildren, great-, and
great-great-grandchildren. She was preceded in death by her son, Richard; grandsons
Andrew, Alex; and granddaughter, Rochelle.

Rachel was a devoted mother to her children and when her youngest entered junior
high school, she returned to work as a hospital cook. She worked many years at Doctors,
Swedish, and Providence Hospitals.

Rachel attended several churches (of Ted’s faith) over several decades–Bethlehem
Lutheran Church (in Columbia City), St. Timothy’s Lutheran Church (Upper Rainier
Beach), and Renton Lutheran Church. Upon Ted’s death, she attended St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church in Renton, returning to the faith system she had been raised in while
attending Catholic Indian boarding schools.

Rachel is remembered for the great love she held in her heart for her family, her del-
icate yet extremely hard-working hands, a talent for gardening, her love of laughter, and
for being a wonderful cook. Rachel was also known as the grizzly of mama bears. She pro-
vided an immense amount of love and support to her family.

In lieu of flowers, family asks that you consider a donation to a favorite charity in her
name. (One to consider is United Indians of All Tribes Foundation in Seattle) 

A small private graveside memorial was held for immediate family. A celebration of
Rachel’s life is being planned for Spring 2023.

Our family wishes to thank all the wonderful staff at GenCare Lifestyle in Federal
Way, for the wonderful and loving care provided to our mother as she faced each challeng-
ing day while dealing with Alzheimer’s disease. Just like Rachel, we want you to know we
consider all of you at GenCare as members of Rachel’s family.

Stanley Steven Fagre
Stanley Steven Fagre was born Jan. 11, 1965, to Darlene (Olson) and the late Stanley

J. Fagre in Detroit Lakes.  Darlene later married John Bartos and Stan was raised by
Darlene and John.  He passed away at his home, in rural Waubun, on Dec. 27.

As a young boy Stan was an adventurous lad always getting into some mischief with
either his older brothers, younger brother, or friends. He spent a lot of time hunting, trap-

ping, and fishing.  He also was a wrestler and would want to take
on anyone willing and able. He also enjoyed tinkering with cars
and was proud of his many hotrods that he would end up crash-
ing.  Stan graduated from Waubun High School in 1983.

After high school, he joined the National Guard.  He worked
for Morrel Meats for a short time in South Dakota.  Stan returned
to Waubun and helped with the bait business, as needed, and
started a long career as a logger.  He was very proud of the huge
equipment that he operated.  Due to medical issues, he no longer
was able to continue the hard physical work that it demanded.
He then helped with the bait and walleye business, along with his
brothers.  He most recently took over managing Bartos Baits

from his brother, Jeff.  Stan enjoyed being at the lake and visiting each morning with the
leechers that would bring in their early morning catch.  

In 2009, Stan met the love of his life Kathy Klarer at Berry’s Bar (his 2nd home).  In
2012, they purchased the home Stan grew up in and resided there until his death.  They
enjoyed spending time outdoors fishing, searching for mushrooms, hunting, dancing, and
gardening (the only thing he enjoyed about it was the harvest as it was served at the table!)

Stan was a guy who enjoyed his fun. He loved music and knew the lyrics to almost
any song.  He was a great friend for many and would love to put a smile on your face with
a joke or a wise crack.  Stan had a way of making people feel comfortable and had a heart
of gold.  He was brutally honest and would call you out if he thought you were wrong. It
was Stan’s way or the highway.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Stanley and Darlene; stepfather, John Bartos;
sister, Carrie; brother, John; niece, Molly Bartos; as well as his grandparents.

He is survived by his fiancé, Kathy Klarer and her children, Chaz Dodd and his fiancé
Bri, Damian Dodd, and Angel Jackson.  He is further survived by his sisters, Val (Dirk)
Johnson and Vickie Heisler; brothers, Jeff Fagre and Randy (Jen) Bartos; nieces: Kayla
Fagre, Katie Buzick, Andrea Johnson, Jennifer Wilson, Melissa Zima, and Melany
Thomas; nephews: Jason Fagre, Justin Johnson, Michael Heisler and Mason Bartos; many
grand nieces and nephews; and his godchildren: Kristofer Cukla, Rylie Berry and Olivia
Fagre.

A funeral service was held Jan. 2 at the St. Michael’s Catholic Church in Mahnomen
with lunch following at the Waubun Community Center.

Interment: Lake Grove Lutheran Cemetery.  
Arrangements: Anderson Family Funeral Home of Mahnomen. 
Online: www.andersonfamilyfh.com

Dallas Edward “Kojack” Quinn
Dallas Edward “Kojack” Quinn, 42, of White Earth, died Jan. 6 at Fargo-Sanford

Main Campus following a brief illness.
He was born July 31, 1980, in Minneapolis to Dennis Ricebird and Marlene Quinn.

Kojack enjoyed music, art and tattoos and was a great uncle.  He
will be sadly missed.

Kojack is survived by his mother, Marlene Rogers of White
Earth; children: Dallas “Snoop,” Alarah, Jordanna and Shahday
Quinn, Kaitlyn, Hailie, Dallas “Snooty” and Dallas “Bosko”
Foote; brothers and sisters: Wayne “Jumbo” Quinn, Christina
Keezer, Danelle (Jamie) Keezer, Jeanie (Jude) Rogers, Beverly
Rogers, John Rogers, and Kenneth Rogers.  Kojack also leaves
behind many nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles and cousins.

He was preceded in death by his father, Dennis; grandma
Quinn; auntie, Jeanie Keezer; cousins, Phil and Kyle Quinn; and
his hood friends, Ched and Black.

Arrangements: David Donehower Funeral Home of Detroit Lakes.
Online: www.daviddonehower.com

Rosemary “Mitty” Jackson
Rosemary “Mitty” Jackson was born April 17, 1936, in White Earth to Robert and

Lenore (Bergen) Monroe. She passed away peacefully on Jan. 19 surrounded by family at
the Cerenity Care Center in White Bear Lake, Minn. 

She met and married Kenneth “Babe” Jackson in 1955 and they had eight children
together. They lived on the reservation and eventually moved to St.
Paul. 

Rosemary enjoyed the girls day outings with her daughters
and nieces, going to the casino, road trips to White Earth, watching
the Minnesota Vikings and most of all loved spending time with
her family. 

She is preceded in death by her parents; brothers: Robert
(Chinny), Jerome, Richard (Dick), and Francis (Jeep); and sister,
Dorothy (Ditty).

Rosemary is survived by her children: Kenneth (Monica),
William, Timothy, Paul, Corrine, Karen (Greg) Doumany, Keith
and Roxanne (Glenn) Bartelmy; 28 grandchildren, 23 great-grand-

children, five great-great grandchildren; sisters, Rochelle Cammisuli, and Elizabeth
Guevara, and brother Lawrence Monroe.

A memorial service will be held at Cerenity Care Center Chapel and celebration of life
at a later date.

Her final resting place will be at Guardian Angels Cemetery in Lake Elmo, Minn.
Arrangements: Cremation Society of Minnesota
Online: cremation societyofmn.com 
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Please update your information with White Earth Tribal Enrollments

On Dec. 12, 2022, TEC Chair Cathy Chavers sent a letter to all six bands requesting that reservations (bands) get updated addresses for their eligible voters. The TEC will be submit-
ting a letter to the Secretary of Interior for a Secretarial Election to complete a mail in ballot (vote) to be done on a resolution from 2015. That resolution is to include all Chippewa/
Anishinaabeg blood from federally recognized tribes (5 other states or 13 other tribes). Chavers wishes to have this election by May 16, 2023 and has requested a report for all mem-
bers/addresses. NOTE: If you don’t have an address change, you DO NOT need to resubmit your information. For any further questions regarding this matter, please reach out to
White Earth Enrollments and they will be best suited to assist you. The White Earth Tribal Enrollments Address/Update Form can also be downloaded at www.whiteearth.com
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Howah Ads

RREMINDEREMINDER!!
Howah Ads are $5 with a

picture or $4 without. 
All payments must 

be made in advance.
No exceptions

Chairman from Page 3

Happy Birthday 
to my 
Sista

Angela Lynn
Bevins 

(January 28th)

Love you always, 
Your Fav sister Lace 😊

and Family

Happy 10th Birthday to my
Grandcub Amelia!  

Love, Gma

Happy Birthday 
Roger Jackson

The Big
50!

Feb. 3
AKA:

Ojibwa 
Foundation

“AIM”

Standing
Strong

Happy 14th Birthday

Hanna
(February 9th)

Love,
Papa, Grandma, Moma, 

Ella, Eevi, Emoni, Weston 
and Family

Happy 7th Birthday

Eevi
(February 28)

Love, 
Papa, Grandma, Moma, 

Ella, Hanna, Emoni, Weston
and Family

This is the story behind our Snow-snake game
we practice and play every winter to this day. I’ve
made some myself and participated in the games over
the years. It is our biboon tradition we as Ojibwe do
every year in honor of Awanookwe and goon-
ginebig. There are a few Snow-snake events that
have already happened here and other places.  

Miigwech to our White Earth Natural Resources
Division for providing updates.

Environmental
As many of you know, the RBC passed a two-

year Moratorium on any new Concentrated Animal
Feeding Operations (CAFO’s) proposed to being
built within our boundaries.  During conversations
with State Agencies regarding a proposed CAFO, we
learned about another 20x the size proposed less than
a mile west of our borders.  This is a 21,000 Animal
Unit, (AU) facility which has the potential to have
massive effects on our members’ health and our
Treaty Reserved Rights.  

Just to give you an idea of what a CAFO pro-
duces in the quantity of urine and feces from even the
smallest CAFO is equivalent to the urine and feces
produced by 16,000 humans. What do they do with
this waste day after day? They pile it outside near the
actual CAFO facility into an enormous mountain of
animal waste. This happens day after day so you can
imagine the pollution runoff into rivers, streams,
lakes and air.

Our White Earth Natural Resources Division,
along with our White Earth Legal Department held
an informational meeting on Jan. 24 at Shooting Star
Event Center.  This meeting was to raise awareness
of the detrimental environmental effects these facili-
ties have, as well as gain unanimity from you all.  We
need membership support in the form of individual
stories; if you use the western, prairie area of White
Earth Nation to hunt, gather, to make or add to your
livelihood, please contact our Natural Resources
Department.  Also please be aware that we will have
future informational meetings on CAFO’s as well.

Our Environmental Department has been award-
ed a $250,000 grant to increase recycling practices
throughout White Earth Nation.  In the near future
look for more large recycling containers much like
the blue bins throughout Becker County, also
throughout the rest of White Earth Nation as well. 

White Earth Wildlife & Fisheries
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) continues to be

a statewide issue, and it’s getting closer and closer to
White Earth Nation.  The Minnesota DNR held a
management season in December in state Zone 184
(south of Bemidji), where there has been deer con-
firmed positive with CWD.  Our Wildlife
Department has been conducting surveillance in the
form of deer head drop off sites throughout the White
Earth Nation for the last two seasons. Miigwech to
everyone who has taken the time to drop off their
deer heads, we have not had any test positive thus far.

Our Fisheries Department has been busy taking
our youth out ice fishing this winter.  The division is
ramping up their efforts in getting our youth outdoors
to learn lifelong skills and enjoyable hobbies.
Another huge undertaking the Fisheries Department
is conducting is increasing our ability to hatch and
rear our own fish.  The department is in the final

steps of incorporating a new water system at the
hatchery on Ice Cracking Lake.  This new water sys-
tem will filter the water to appropriate standards for
fish egg viability, as well as allow us to heat and cool
the water as needed.  With this new water system in
place, White Earth Fisheries will be able to increase
walleyes stocking rates in our lakes, as well as hatch
and rear other species as well.

Parks and Recreation
Our Parks and Recreation Departments have

been instrumental in increasing opportunities for you
all to get to and enjoy the outdoors during the winter
months.  Winter means ice fishing for us, so the
department has procured a new truck and plow capa-
ble of opening landings and plowing roads on our
area lakes.  Lake accesses that have been opened up
are:

•  Roy Lake
•  North and South Twin
•  Snider Lake
•  Tulaby Lake
•  Little and Big Elbow Lakes
•  Net Lake
•  Strawberry Lak  
•  Many Point Lake
Another great program the Parks and Recreation

Department has started is an incentive program for
area schools by taking youth out to practice our tra-
ditions in darkhouse spearing. The department has
purchased two skid style spear houses, equipped with
all necessary spearing gear for the program.  I
encourage the local schools to contact our Parks and
Recreation Depepartment to schedule a spear house
for our youth!  Finally, I hope to see you all the 3rd
Annual White Earth Nation Ice Fishing Derby on
Saturday, Feb. 4 on North Twin Lake.  Get out there
enjoy and win some great prizes!

Baamaapii wiingezin.
Miigwech bizindawiyeg. 
Gigawaabamininim naagaj. 
Take it easy.
Thank you for listening to me. 
See you all later. 

Chairman Michael Fairbanks All ages welcome to apply

Chairman Michael Fairbanks with a Snow-snake he
made.

Photo by Gary W. Padrta

All articles and photos submitted to the All articles and photos submitted to the Anishinaabeg TodayAnishinaabeg Today will will 

be run on a space available basisbe run on a space available basis
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Nolan from Page 28

Nolan hopes that showing kids the cards has a similar
effect on them as watching the likes of Stan Jonathan,
Gary Sargent and Jimmy Neilson did on him when he was
growing up.

“You can kind of walk around school the next day and
be very proud of those gentlemen (because) even though
we didn’t know them, they looked a lot like you,” he said.
“Now, not only can you talk about it. You can actually
show pictures that it really did happen.”

Hockey historians in recent months and years have
begun to delve deeper into the role of some of hockey’s
first nonwhite pioneers, including Native American
defenseman Taffy Abel and Henry Elmer “Buddy”
Maracle.

After more details have come to light about Canada’s
history of boarding schools used to push First Nations chil-
dren to assimilate to white culture from the 19th century
through the 1970s, Nolan is proud to be an example of an

athlete who embraces his Indigenous heritage.
“We had a lot of our elders and a lot of our chiefs that

showed the way for us, and especially the survivors of the
residential schools and how hard they fought to maintain
who we are,” said Nolan, who coached parts of six NHL
seasons and won the Jack Adams Award as coach of the
year in 1996-97. “I’m just another part of that, trying to
build on that legacy of our forefathers and make the next
generation even stronger than this generation.”

Nguyen said this card set has been years in the making
and pointed out it comes at a good time given the dialogue
going on, especially in Canada, about the treatment of
Indigenous peoples and what can be done now to learn
from it.

“It’s continuing the conversation with everyone and
it’s not just letting it kind of lie,” he said. “It’s putting it in
a really good light where people can have that conversa-
tion.”

988 Crisis Lifeline
If you or a loved one is struggling with mental

health, there are options available for help!
988 (call or text line) and the Becker

County/White Earth Reservation Crisis Hotline
(218-850-HELP) offer 24/7 access to crisis staff

members who can assist individuals experiencing
thoughts of suicide or emotional distress.
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Attention New Homeowners 
& Existing Homeowners

If you are in need of a Well and Sewer System for your
house/ trailer home you can contact White Earth Water
& Sewer for an application as we receive grants.

Requirements to qualify for the grants are:
* Tribal Enrolled member

* Reside on the White Earth Reservation
* Show proof of land (Land Deed/Tribal Land 

agreement) and proof of homeownership
* 18 years of age or older

* Must have electricity, heat source, and interior
plumbing to the home
* Income verification 

(some existing home owners grants require) 
Contact us at 218-983-3202

Accepting Bids

The White Earth LTCC program is accepting bids for a walk-
in shower to be done at an individual home located on the
White Earth Reservation.  Modifications must be performed
by a Minnesota licensed contractor and per MN State Code.
All contractors must pass both White Earth RTC background
and drug testing.  Modifications must follow State guidelines,
including cost effectiveness. Payment will be made in full after
final inspection, review of receipts, and approval of completed
job.  Bid specifications and locations are available at the
White Earth Tribal Health Building, 26246 Crane Road, White
Earth, MN 56591.  All BIDS submitted MUST include a dia-
gram/blue print of the proposed project and a list of materials,
labor, equipment, etc. or they will be considered incomplete
and will not be accepted. Due to client confidentiality the bid
description must be picked up in person at the White Earth
Tribal Health Building.  We are open Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-
4:30 p.m.  Bids will be accepted until 4:30 p.m. on 3/3/23.

Elders from Page 7

necessary, we can call a special meeting!  These months
can have brutal weather, so we try to minimize traveling
for our Elders.  Thank you for your patience.

Please take care of your pets when it is extremely
cold too.  Gii ga wah bah min, and be safe!   Elder
Council contacts are below!
Lucille Silk, Chair  218-983-3768
Lawrence (Sam) Crowell, V Chair  218- 252-9390
Missy Fairbanks, Sec., 218-401-0553 
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Lake Grove Township
Monthly Meeting Notice

Notice is hereby given to the citizens of Lake Grove
Township, County of Mahnomen, State of Minnesota,
that the monthly Township meeting will be held the
3rd Tuesday of each month. The meeting will  com-
mence at 7:30 p.m. at the Jerome Wolbeck resi-
dence.

Lori Tibbetts, Clerk 

Eagle View Township
Annual Meeting Notice

The Eagle View Township annual meeting will 
be held Tuesday, March 14, 7 p.m. at Elbow Lake

Community Center, 39933 North Elbow Lake Drive.

Gail Gardner, Clerk

IN NEED OF SEPTIC PUMPING?
If you need your sewer system pumped call 
the White Earth Water & Sewer Department

at 218-983-3202
Tribal Enrolled Elders (55 & older) - $25

Tribal Enrolled Members (54 & younger) - $80
Non-enrollees (any age) - $115
White Earth Businesses - $115

Other Businesses - $120
(You must live on the White Earth Reservation)

Iron Range Area Community Council
The Iron Range Area Community Council holds a meeting 
on the second Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the

Greenway Township Hall in Marble, Minn.

Everyone is encouraged to attend and get involved

NOTICE OF TOWNSHIP ELECTION
To the Electors of the Township of

SUGAR BUSH
Notice is Hereby Given, that a March Election will
be held in Sugar Bush Township located at County
Hwy 143, Ogema, MN 56569, Becker County on
Tuesday, March 14, 2023, for the purpose of elect-
ing candidates for the following offices, which are to
be voted for at the March Township Election to be
held on Tuesday, March 14, 2023 to wit: 

One (1) Town Supervisor - 3 Year Term
One (1) Town Treasurer - 3 Year Term

Please note the polls will be open for voting from 5
p.m., and will remain open until 8 p.m.
To obtain an Absentee Ballot please contact the
Becker County Auditor-Treasurer, 915 Lake
Avenue, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 or 218-846-7311;
Monday through Friday 8 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.
Contact Janice Chilton, Township Clerk if you have
any questions regarding the upcoming March
Township Election at 218-849-0882.

PP School Meeting Minutes

Pine Point Regular School Board Meeting
Wednesday, November 9, 2022 @ 4:30 p.m.

Pine Point School Staff Room
1.0  Roll Call – Meeting called to order by Chairman Gerald
Adams at 4:37 p.m.
Members present – Michael Swan, Allison Jones, Marva
Aitken, Sara Hunt, Gerald Adams, John Swan
Ex-officio – Chris Schulz, Principal
2.0 Recognition of Visitors – Nancy Schulzetenberg,
Bonnie Meeks
3.0  Approval/Amendment of Agenda – Motion by Sara
Hunt to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by
Michael Swan.  All in favor.  Motion carried.
4.0 Approval/Amendment of Minutes – Motion by
Michael Swan to approve the October 5, 2022 minutes as
presented, seconded by Marva Aitken.  All in favor.  Motion
carried.
5.0  Finance

5.1  Treasurer’s Report – Motion by Sara Hunt to
approve the Treasurer’s Report for October 2022 as submit-
ted, seconded by Marva Aitken.  All in favor.  Motion car-
ried.

5.2  Payment of Bills & Electronic Funds Transfer &
Debit Card Transactions – Motion by John Swan to approve
the payment of bills for the month of October 2022 in the
amount of $59,744.30 for check #32203 through check
#32259 and the EFT for Federal/State/TRA Payroll Tax &
Debit Card Transactions, seconded by Michael Swan.  All in
favor.  Motion carried.
6.0  Unfinished Business

6.1  No unfinished business
7.0  New Business

7.1  2021-2022 Audit – Motion by Allison Jones to
approve the 2021-2022 Audit as submitted, seconded by
John Swan.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

7.2  Canvassing Election Results – Motion by Allison
Jones to approve the November 8, 2022 election results as
submitted, seconded by Michael Swan.  All in favor.
Motion carried.

7.3  Parking Lot Seal Coating & Painting – Motion by
Michael Swan to approve the S@N Sealcoating bid, second-
ed by Sara Hunt.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

7.4  IOwA Designation – Motion by John Swan to des-
ignate Christopher Schulz to act as the Identified Official
with Authority for Pine Point School District #25, seconded
by Marva Aitken. All in favor.  Motion carried.

7.5  2022-2023 Calendar Change – Motion by Sara
Hunt to approve December 2 & 23 calendar change, second-
ed by Marva Aitken.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

7.6 Annual Compliance Indian Education 2022-2023 –
Motion by John Swan to accept concurrence on Annual
Compliance Indian Education 2022-2023, seconded by
Michael Swan.  All in favor.  Motion carried.
8.0  Principal’s Report – Discussion on Veteran’s Day;
Weather-Storm outlook; Picture Day; Thanksgiving Dinner;
School Drum; Dental Screening; Vape Detector & Speaker;
Science Fair; After School Tutoring.  No action needed.
9.0 Public Participation – Toys for Tots; Community
Christmas Party; Soup & Bread Competition; Community
Council Election; Culture Camp; Christmas Lights competi-
tion; Veterans’ Appreciation Dinner
10.0  Adjournment – Motion by Allison Jones to adjourn
the meeting at 5:30 p.m., seconded by Michael Swan.  All in
favor.  Motion carried.
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Health & Wellness Round Dance

Photos by Paulie Neisen

The White Earth Nation 2nd Annual Health and Wellness Round
Dance was held Jan. 21 at the Shooting Star Casino in
Mahnomen.  More than 600 dancers and 30 drums attended the
event. The emcee was Dave Northbird.  Placing first in the hand
drum competition were Fawn Wood and Dallas Waskahat.
Finishing second and third were Keveon Kingbird and Joel Wood.
The event was sponsored by White Earth (WE) Public Safety,
Mahnomen Tribal Community Council, WE Behavioral Health,
Mii-gii-way-win Advisory Board, WE Cultural Department and the
WE CSO Program.

January Mental
Health Connections

White Earth Mental Health 
collaborated with White Earth
elder, Kent Estey, to provide the
Naytahwaush community a 
canvas painting class. The event
was open to all community
members free of charge to paint
birch bark trees. Due to high
interest, two events were held
and 23 people were in atten-
dance. Continue to watch for
more exciting mental health 
connections events to be held in
various communities!

Submitted photos

By Stephen Whyno
AP News

Ted Nolan finally has his rook-
ie card more than 40 years after
making his NHL debut. Better late
than never, particularly because it
includes a nod to his First Nations
heritage.

Upper Deck recently unveiled
a “First Peoples Rookie Cards” set
featuring eight Indigenous hockey
players who did not get this oppor-
tunity the first time around. It
comes at a time when appreciation
for Native American and First
Nations influences in the sport is
on the rise.

“It’s kind of like somebody
calling you 40 years after your 18th
birthday and saying, ‘Hey, you’re
turning 18,’” Nolan said. “It wasn’t as exciting as it
would have been if I was actually getting it when I
was a rookie, but just the same I’m so honored to
receive it, especially with the Indigenous component
to it because (for) a lot of our kids, representation
really does matter, and the more the kids get to see
these type of things happening, they can dream,
also.”

That was the hope of Indigenous card collector
Naim Cardinal, who first suggested the idea at a trade
show a few years ago. There were some players
missing from his collection that he thought deserved

their due.
“We thought that was an inter-

esting concept,” Upper Deck senior
marketing manager Paul Nguyen
said. “So, we asked other people
within the hockey community to
see if there was an appetite for a set
like this, and we heard yes.”

The cards, including the logo
on each of them, were designed by
artist Jacob Alexis from the Alexis
Nakota Sioux Nation, while
Cardinal wrote the content on the
back that highlighted the player’s
Indigenous heritage and family his-
tory.

Nolan’s card, which shows
him in a Detroit Red Wings uni-
form, points out he’s Anishinaabe
(Ojibwe) from Garden River First
Nation in Ontario and not only

played in the NHL with the Red Wings and the
Pittsburgh Penguins but went on to become a suc-
cessful coach and has two sons who made the league,
Jordan and Brandon.

Having a rookie card like his sons is a cool
development for Nolan, who said, “It’s kind of like a
family thing.” Taking it a step further, the cards
won’t be sold but rather distributed at the 3NOLANS
First Nation Hockey School and other Indigenous
hockey camps and events.

Indigenous hockey cards shed light on First Nations players

Photo by Gene J. Puskar
New York Islanders coach Ted
Nolan talks with his players dur-
ing a timeout.

See Nolan Page 24


