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WE Transit gets
new buses

It’s a go!
Candidates set for June 14 election

The White Earth Primary Election was held April 5 and the
top two candidates that received the most votes for Secretary-
Treasurer, District I Representative and District II
Representative will move on to the General Election scheduled
for Tuesday, June 14.

In the Secretary-Treasurer race, Michael “Mike” LaRoque
received 363 votes (24.95 percent) and Eugene “Umsy” Tibbetts
finished in second with 357 votes (24.54 percent).

Incumbent Raymond J. Auginaush Sr. led the way for
District I with 113 votes (35.53 percent) and Henry George Fox
gathered 102 votes (32.08 percent). 

In the District II race, Tara Mason tallied 199 votes (34.25
percent) and Eugene Sommers followed up with 148 votes
(25.13 percent).

After the election, a candidate requested an official Recount
and Laura Lee (Thompson) Erickson gained one vote and Todd
Thompson lost one vote.  Both were candidates for Secretary-
Treasurer.  

All candidates were given the opportunity to submit an arti-
cle and picture expressing their views and platforms for this
issue. The candidate’s articles were arranged in the order of how
they placed in the primary election.

To read what candidates have to say turn to pages 22-24.
The White Earth Election Board encourages you to vote

early in person starting May 14.  They are located in the old RV
Park building behind the Shooting Star Casino in Mahnomen.
Their hours are Monday-Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and
Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

The Board is also accepting Absentee Ballot Requests.  The
Requests must include the following: Name, date of birth,
address, signature, and district.  Follow the directions when you
receive your Ballot.  Instructions will be inside the envelope
with your Ballot.

If you have election questions please call the White Earth
Election Board at 218-936-5622 or toll free at 1-866-211-9154. 

White Earth Public Transit
along with the White Earth
RBC secured grant funding
to purchase three new buses
to update the current aging
fleet.

These buses are in service
now to serve members of the
White Earth Reservation and
surrounding areas. 

To book a ride with White
Earth Public Transit, please
call the dispatch office at
218-983-3283.
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Stomp COVID, not your Anishinaabe shared safety
By Carson T. Gardner, MD
White Earth Nation Tribal Health Medical Director

“I’ve had it with this darn mask!  I just want to rip it
off and stomp it!  I’m vaccinated anyway.  Why should I
have to keep wearing a mask?  All the other reservations
have stopped requiring masking in public places!  Why are
we so behind the times here?”

I guess you have heard those frustrated complaints, as
I have.  They are very understandable, and we all have to
deal with mask-stomping temptations.  But if you also
understand where we are with SARS CoV-2 and COVID
right now, you will know those frustrated complaints are an
incomplete picture of COVID risk and safety.  So, here are
some recent scientific updates you may want to know about
if you are tempted to rip your mask off and stomp it:

•  Omicron BA.1, the first Omicron, was the most easy
to catch of any SARS CoV-2 variant so far; much more
catchy than original, Alpha, Beta, Gamma, or Delta.
Except that, Omicron BA.2, “stealth Omicron” is easier to
catch than Omicron BA.1 is.

•  Prior to Omicron COVID, people who were not vac-
cinated but got over a COVID infection, got some signifi-
cant natural immunity from the infection, for many months.
With Omicron COVID, either kind, that doesn’t work.  If
you are unvaccinated but got and survived Omicron
COVID, a recent study showed you don’t get much natural
immunity at all.  That is why unvaccinated people who sur-
vived Omicron BA.1 are now getting Omicron BA.2.

• Getting vaccinated, and especially also getting a
booster or two if you qualify, gives you major vaccine-pro-
duced immunity against severe COVID, against hospital-
ization with COVID, and against death from COVID.  But
it does not stop you from getting the virus in your system,
having it reproduce itself in your body, and then shedding
it when you breathe air out—even if you are not coughing
or sneezing or singing.  Wearing masks in public interac-
tions with groups of people when you are unavoidably up
close and don’t know their health status and vaccination
status, or at home with vulnerable family like elders, those
with chronic health problems, and those with weak infec-
tion-fighting systems, is to protect them, much more than to
protect you.  Because you care about them, you wear a
mask when around them closer than 6 feet and longer than
a few minutes, even if you are vaccinated and boosted;

unless they ask you not to wear a mask.  The COVID safety
default setting is still mask-on if you want to protect some-
one you care about who is at high COVID risk.  That may
change over the rest of 2022, but it hasn’t changed here yet. 

•  There are many, many types of masks out there.  If
you don’t like the type you are wearing, ask friends or work
colleagues and find the type that is most comfortable for
you to wear.  Then switch to that type.  You probably no
longer need to wear N95 or KN95 medical grade masks
unless you are high risk for getting serious COVID.  

•  Two years into the COVID pandemic, we are transi-
tioning from pandemic to endemic—that means COVID
will stay around, there will probably be seasonal increases
in case counts, hospitalizations, and deaths.  But nothing so
far has changed the fact that Native Nation people, even the
healthy, are three to four times more likely to get COVID
and two to three times more likely to die of it than their
non-native neighbors.  That means vaccinated and boosted
Native Nation people are still more likely to get COVID
than their vaccinated and boosted non-native neighbors.
We need to be significantly more careful about not getting
COVID ourselves, and not giving it to those we care about,
even when we are vaccinated and boosted.

•  White Earth Ojibwe Nation has one of the lowest
central-county COVID death rates of any Native Nation in
our region.  We didn’t achieve that by accident.  We
achieved it working and cooperating together to keep each
other safe.  That is a very White Earth Anishinaabe way to
live life, working and caring together for the safety of all
our citizens.  We are not behind the times; I think we are
ahead of the times.

•  Enjoy the times you may not need to wear masks:
when you are with family, friends, or coworkers you know
are all vaccinated/boosted, relatively young, and very
healthy; or when you are fully social-distanced in public
groups, like more than six feet away from others in the gro-
cery store or big-box store.

•  Yes, mask mandates are in the process of fading
away, even here on White Earth lands.  But that doesn’t
change any of the facts listed above.  Each of us will still
need to make personal safety decisions about when, where,
and how to mask up in 2022 and beyond.  For those of us
who are vaccinated and boosted, the most important reason
to do that will be to protect those we care about, and who
live around us, work with us, and spend time together.

So, my advice—though it’s still totally your call—is if
you want to stomp something, then stomp SARS CoV-2
virus by wisely choosing when to social distance, when to
wear the most comfortable mask you can find, and always
to stay up to date on your COVID vaccine and boosters, and
always if you are sick with COVID symptoms to still stay
home and get tested.  Stomp COVID, not your Anishinaabe
shared safety.  Miigwech.  Mii i`iw.

Attention Readers!
There are numerous newspapers being sent to off
reservation addresses that are missing information
such as apartment, unit or suite numbers/letters
and directions such as north, south, east, west,
southwest, etc.  
This missing information will delay your papers and
eventually they will be removed from our subscrip-
tion list. 
If your mailing label is missing information please
email the correct address to: today@whiteearth-
nsn.gov or call 218-983-3285 Ext. 5903 and leave
your name and correct address on the voice mail.

Thank you
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News From Chairman Michael Fairbanks
Aaniin Boozhoo Gaa-waabaabiganikaag

Niminwendam Waabaminaan!
Zaagibagaa-giizis
Mii o’apii zaagibagaag.
Aaniish inaa akawe ninga-gaagiizomaag aadi-

zookaanag.
Greetings White Earth Nation I am Happy to See

You! 
It is May!
The Budding Moon, this month is when the

leaves on trees and plants begin to bud out.
Aadizookaan, our Ojibwe winter story telling

time is over as the snow is almost gone and we are no
longer allowed to tell them because of how sacred
they are. This is a story I was gifted by
Zhaawanongbinesikwe, my adopted big sister. She
was also gifted the story with a little cotton tree twig
which shows where Little Star is from a Dakota Elder.
MiiGwech Nimisenh.

A long time ago, when everything was still new,
up in the sky, were many stars. Up in the sky was a
tiny star, who was very curious about everything.
Little Star traveled across the sky, and would stop to
checkout things which caught his curiosity. So this
one day Little Star floated down to earth looking at all
the wildlife, birds, plants, bodies of water and was
amazed how everything was so alive. One day as he
traveled the earth he heard a sound coming from this
village it was so beautiful like nothing he had ever
heard before. He stayed close to this village because
he hadn’t ever witnessed anything so beautiful the
sound of Anishinaabe talking, drumming, singing and
dancing. He stayed around the village because the
noise they made was so awesome to him. He quickly
began to fall in love with the people in the village and
he began thinking how to move down there in the vil-
lage so he could hear them forever. He was a star and
stars are supposed to be in the heavens. Then he
remembered he had to get back home to his own star
village. So he returned to the sky and after getting
there he began to think about the Anishinaabe and the
wonderful happy sounds they made and how much he
missed them already. 

So the stars were all talking about various things
and Little Star asked his elders, “Can I go live near the
Anishinaabe people so I can hear their beautiful
sounds?” The older stars said, “No you are not human
you are a star we live up here.” So Little Star went on
trying to do all the things stars do, like shining and
shooting from place to place and he still couldn’t get
the Anishinaabe sounds out of his thoughts.

So he went to the older council of stars and
expressed his loneliness for the village and his desire
to be near them. The older stars said, “You can’t do
that because those are humans and they have to do dif-
ferent things to survive. Like make clothing, harvest
food, build things and look after other humans in the
village. If you are there you will be a distraction and
disturb their everyday lives.”

So Little Star thought, “How can I find a way to
live near them and not distract them?” Then he real-
ized if I have to go find a way to live near them with-
out disturbing them in any way. He went back to the
elder stars and asked them, “If I can find a way to live
near the village without disrupting them can I go live
down there?” So the elders replied, “Well yes if you
can figure out a good safe way you can.”

So little star went down to the village to scope it
out and found a cottonwood tree growing near the vil-

lage. He thought, “I can stay right there because it’s
close enough for me to hear all of the people in the vil-
lage perfectly!” So he rose up high enough then flew
down into the cottonwood tree and there he still lives
to this day. So if you ever see a cottonwood tree and
clip off a little tiny branch you will see Little Star in
the center of the clipped middle part of the branch. 

The future of the White Earth Land Office looks
very bright, with recent land purchases, developments,
and excellent working relationships with various gov-
ernmental authorities. The White Earth Land Office
currently manages 620 home site assignments, 165
lakeshore leases, and more than 70 business leases on
and off the reservation. The Land Office consists of
five employees including Manager Megan Bakken
who took over in early 2021. They receive more than
125 applications for home sites on a yearly basis. In
the summer of 2021, they held a lakeshore lot lottery
on various open lake lots and received more than
1,200 entries!

Due to such high demand in lots approved for
home sites, the Land Office has turned a lot of atten-
tion over to future lot development. They secured
funding for a 12-lot development in Naytahwaush
which will have city sewer and water and completion
is slated for late summer. They are also looking into
additional lake lot development and another future
lakeshore lottery which could be this coming summer.
The Land Office is also working in partnership with
the White Earth Behavioral Health to develop some
type of tiny home community, more details are yet to
come. 

The Land Office is also working with the parks
and recreation department to develop additional pub-
lic beaches and potentially an area for camping and
RV sites. With more than 75,000 acres of land across
the vast White Earth Nation, there are some very
enticing spots. We are looking for agricultural land
within our boundaries, as hemp and cannabis start to
ramp up, we will need the additional farmland to lease
to our membership. In addition to farmland, we are
looking at areas off White Earth Reservation that
could be economically beneficial. 

Our White Earth Nation tribe here in Minnesota is
grateful to have such a large land base, filled with bio-
diversity, beautiful lakes, rivers, and streams.
Therefore, we are working on a more thorough zoning
code, this would allow for more development, yet
more protection for our natural resources. The vacant,

The White Earth General Election is Tuesday, June 14The White Earth General Election is Tuesday, June 14

The Day Labor Program is
recruiting for Shooting Star
Casino and outside positions

v Cash pays daily v W9 required
v Must be enrolled or descendant

If you are interested please call 218-936-2444 or 
218-401-0197 or Darrel Bellanger at 218-261-1855

* Day Labor clients - please provide an updated phone 
number so staff can contact you.

*Licensed in Minnesota and White Earth Tribal Courts

Fergus Falls
218-736-5673

See Chairman Page 14

White Earth DOVE Program
Our # is 218-983-4656 or Toll Free @ 800-736-8629

24HR Crisis Line is 877-830-DOVE (3683)
We are here to provide services for our tribal 

members and non-tribal members who reside within 
the reservation boundaries. We help with Domestic
Violence, Sexual Assault, Sex Trafficking, General 

Crime, and Community Education.

The 154th Annual White Earth
Celebration & Pow Wow is

June 10-12
Details are still being worked out so check for updates 
on the White Earth Facebook page or the website at

www.whiteearth.com.  A detailed flyer will be published in
the June Anishinaabeg Today. 
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News From District III Rep. Cheryl “Annie” Jackson
Boozhoo,
I hope everyone has been staying safe and warm. 
These past months have been flying by for me.

There is always so much to do and so little time to do
it.

As spring is here, well it is somewhere, I have
been enjoying seeing all the maples syrup videos.  I
cannot wait to get a taste of this year’s batches.

Indian Child Welfare has been a huge issue.  I
just want all to know that we are working on improv-
ing this program and that your voices are being
heard.  We will be scheduling a meeting at the
Shooting Star Casino for all members that want to
attend.  More information will be coming soon on
that.

Funeral buildings, I would like to move forward
with White Earths, but I want to make sure that is
what the members want.  This building would be for
wakes and funerals, as many of our members need to
have a place to mourn those that we have lost.  Pine
Point has stated that they have two buildings for this
already, so I will not pursue one there. I will be meet-
ing with the community to see what they would like
out there.

Elbow Lake and Callaway need Community/
Boys and Girls Club buildings.  Elbow Lake will also
need a new kitchen for their Elderly Nutrition pro-
gram.  I do not want to move forward until I have a
chance to meet with all members in the communities
and hear from them what the majority wants. I have
spoken with Boys and Girls Club and they are look-
ing at opening the club in Elbow Lake, as many
members have requested this.  I am hoping to have an
update on that this week.

One thing that I have mentioned to our staff is
pole buildings for some of these projects, they are not
too expensive to build and can be up rather quickly.
I would like to hear from our communities on your
thoughts on this.

I was able to attend the Indian Gaming
Tradeshow and Convention in Anaheim, Calif.  This
was very informative.  So many vendors from all
over.  I sat in on some very good discussions, one
was Missing and Murdered Indian Women.  It would
be nice if we here at home could start a chapter to
track our missing and murdered family members.  I
also sat in on a ICWA discussion, it was mainly
focused on a case that we were a part of.  Discussion
was very good.  The next day was the tradeshow.
There were so many vendors.  I was able to stop and
talk to a lot of them.  So much exciting things coming
up in gaming.

With COVID at bay, I will be making home vis-

its, especially to our elders.  I will call first or you can
call me at 218-401-0238 and we can set up a time.  I
want to make sure all our members are heard.  If you
have any youth that would like to meet, please let me
know.  They too need to be heard so that we can bet-
ter serve them.

The White Earth Community Council has drum
for youth, open gym and sewing nights, if you are
interested.  Please contact one of the Council mem-
bers:  Brandon Kier, Shannon Heisler, Paula Smith,
Christie Haverkamp or Candice Smith.  If you need
their numbers, please reach out and I will get them
for you.

Pine Point also has many activities going on
throughout the week.  If you need more information
please reach out to Karen Jones, Edith Smith or
Allison Jones.  Again, if numbers are needed, please
reach out to me and I will get them for you. 

I am out in Pine Point on Wednesdays, if for
some reason I cannot make it, my assistant Stacie
Warren is there.  Please don’t hesitate to stop by and
see us.

Please know that I am working diligently for all
of you 24/7 and if you need to talk, please don’t hes-
itate to call.

Last, but not least, I want to wish all the candi-
dates good luck in the upcoming election on Tuesday,
June 14

Please stay safe and sending love, hugs and
prayers to all.  My number is listed below and my
assistant, Stacie Warren can be reached at 218-401-
0248.

Miigwech,
Cheryl “Annie” Jackson
District III Representative
218-401-0238

This Event is co-sponsored by White Earth Community Public Heath

White Earth 
Assistance Notice

The Minnesota Department of Commerce has just notified
the White Earth Energy Assistance Program that they are rais-
ing the Crisis maximum benefit from $1,200 to $3,00 to further
assist EAP households struggling to pay increasing energy
costs.  The additional Crisis funds will help households fill their
tanks and catch up on their past-due energy bills.

For more information please contact Chris Fairbanks/ White
Earth Energy Assistance Program at 218-473-2711.

USDA Rural Development is accepting applica-
tions for very low- and low-income individuals and
families seeking to purchase or repair a home in a
rural area.

The Direct Home Loan program offers financing
to qualified very-low and low-income applicants that
are unable to qualify for traditional financing. No
down payment is required, and the interest rate could
be as low as one percent with a subsidy. Applicants
must meet income and credit guidelines and demon-
strate repayment ability. The program is available in
rural communities of generally 35,000 people or less.

The maximum loan amount is $40,000 at a one
percent interest rate, repayable for a 20-year term and

can be used to improve or modernize homes and do
essential repairs. Grants of up to $10,000 are available
to homeowners over 62 and must be used to remove
health or safety hazards, such as fixing a leaking roof,
installing indoor plumbing, or replacing a furnace.

USDA Rural Development loans and grants pro-
vide assistance that supports infrastructure improve-
ments; business development; housing; community
services such as schools, public safety and health care;
and high-speed internet access in rural areas. 

For more information, please contact the Detroit
Lakes Rural Development Office at 809 8th Street SE,
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 or 218-847-9392 Ext. 4 or
visit www.rd.usda.gov/mn.

USDA accepting applications to help low-income
individuals and families buy or repair homes



Rez Briefs
Ogema VFW Auxillary meeting

Ogema VFW Post 9880 Auxiliary will meet on Monday, May
9 at 4 p.m. in the VFW Hall.  All members encouraged to attend.
New members are being recruited; please call Carol Fabre for more
information at 218-983-3443 or 218-401-1219.  

WE Urban Community Council meeting
White Earth Urban Community Council will be holding their

next meeting on Wednesday, May 11 at 6 p.m. at the Carriage
House at 212 W. Franklin Ave. in Minneapolis. They would love to
have more members join them! Follow their Facebook page - White
Earth Urban Community News. 

Annual Bagley Public School Powwow
The 2nd Annual Bagley Public School Powwow will be held

Friday, May 6 at Brustad Field (old football field) located at 36283
Fairground Road in Bagley, Minn.  In case of inclement weather,
grand entries will be moved to the Bagley hockey arena. Grand
entries will be held at 9 a.m. (elementary students, staff and family),
1 p.m. (high school students, staff and family) and 6 p.m. (commu-
nity/public). Feasts will be held at noon for invited school, drums
and family members and at 5 p.m. for the public. 

Iron Range Area Community Council
The Iron Range Area Community Council holds a meeting on

the second Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Greenway
Township Hall in Marble, Minn.  The Council encourages everyone
to attend.

Anishinaabeg Today Readers
Please let us know if you recently moved, or have moved in the

past few years so we can cancel your old address.  Many papers
are still being sent to old addresses! Call the Anishinaabeg
Today at 218-983-3285 Ext. 5903 or email today@whiteearth-
nsn.gov.

White Earth Community Council meetings
The White Earth Community Council regular meetings are

held the second Wednesday of each month at 5 p.m. at the White
Earth Community Center. 

White Earth Urban Office
White Earth Urban Office is located at 1730 Clifton Place,

Suite 100, in Minneapolis. The phone number is 612-813-1590 and
the office is open Monday to Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
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Language revitalization program thriving on White Earth
By Amy Myszko
Program Manager
Niibi Center

Language is one of the most precious assets of
Indigenous cultures around the world. This is espe-
cially true here on Turtle Island, where targeted
efforts of genocide including boarding schools and
forced assimilation have left many Native languages
floundering or outright lost. With so few first lan-
guage speakers left alive, the commitment to save
traditional languages is at the forefront of cultural
preservation efforts. Language revitalization is one
way that Native families and youth can reclaim
pieces of cultural heritage robbed from many of their
ancestors. 

Here on White Earth, a handful of passionate
teachers have come together with the support of the
Niibi Center, a local non-profit organization, to train
four Anishinaabe language teachers over the course
of the year, who will then go out to teach children
and families in the greater community. The ultimate
goal of this language training program, which has
been happening both in-person and over Zoom since
November of 2021, is to help the White Earth Nation
achieve the goal of starting a language immersion
school in the future. 

The trainings are happening about one weekend
a month and provide mentorship from 1st language
speakers, as well as instruction from former immer-
sion school teacher and White Earth band member
Biidaabanikwe (Kim Anderson) and local language
expert Naabek (Adrian Liberty).

The program was started by the Niibi Center, a
White Earth based non-profit whose mission is to
protect niibi (water), manoomin (wild rice) and
Anishinaabe culture. With multiple programs ranging
from Traditional Women’s Gatherings to working
with Rights of Manoomin, as well as a program tar-
geted at Healing Historical Trauma, the Niibi
Center’s Executive Director Joseph LaGarde seeks to
provide protection and healing for Anishinaabe peo-
ple and for the Earth. The Niibi Center’s Language
Revitalization Program is funded by a grant from the
Blandin Foundation, an organization devoted to sup-
porting rural Minnesota communities.

The students come from diverse backgrounds,
but all have similar goals including having a home

where Anishinaabemowin is the first (and in most
cases only) language. Kayla Gordon, from the
Redcliff reservation, reported having been exposed
to the language since childhood, but wanting to
increase her fluency. She speaks Anishinaabemowin
at home with her eight-year-old son, whose first
words were in Ojibwe. Gordon is also a teacher and
hopes to continue helping expand language profi-
ciency in the local community.

Other students came to the language later in life,
like Giizhikenhs (Stephany Morgan), who always
loved the language but had to pursue learning it
through immersion programs after college. After
many years with grueling commutes studying in
immersion programs, she is happy to report that lan-
guage immersion has become life and Ojibwe just
“clicks.” One of Giizhikenhs’ future goal is to have
an English-free home and raise her future children as
first language speakers, as well as ultimately teach-
ing on an online language immersion platform.

Megan Lhotka started learning Ojibwe on her
own in 2014, although she grew up hearing basic
phrases like “gaawiin” and “miigwech.” Lhotka has
been involved in bringing language programs to the
White Earth Headstart program as well as Ogema
Elementary school. She shared that while she has
experienced lateral violence within her own commu-
nity, the language immersion community has become
like family, a theme echoed by many of the trainees.

Aazhoo-bines (John Daniel), the project’s
Linguistic Consultant, learned some Ojibwe in ele-
mentary school and basic grammar in public high
school, as well as studying the language at Fon du
Lac Community College. Aazhoo-bines also speaks
only Ojibwe in his home with his children, aged 1, 5
and 7 and would like to see the language immersion
trainings grow and expand to include collaboration
with other tribes and reaching more people in the
White Earth community. He is passionate and
inspired to learn and teach Ojibwe and wants to share
that energy with others. 

Leading the trainings, Kim Anderson considers
language learning a healing journey and a process
that leads to a richer sense of identity for Indigenous
people. In her opinion, these trainings are helping to
build confidence as language speakers and as
Anishinaabe people. Anderson believes that language
connects people more deeply with their culture, par-
ticularly raising children in the language who can be
seen as new language carriers for the future.

Naabek, the program’s other primary language
trainer, wants to see Ojibwe flourish and become so
prevalent that it simply becomes normal. He also
points out the importance of protecting and perpetu-
ating the language because as a culture, Anishinaabe
people have important gifts to share with the world,
and preserving what knowledge remains with Elders
is incredibly important, so that these gifts can be
shared out to the wider community. 

The Niibi Center, in conjunction with their fund-
ing partners and the WEN, hope to continue support-
ing language immersion training programs into the
foreseeable future. Language revitalization will
undoubtedly continue to enrich the community and
uplift local teachers who can offer immersion studies
to children and families across White Earth and
beyond. It is exciting to imagine what healing can
occur through facilitating families in raising
Anishinaabe first-language speakers and preserving
the language and culture into the next generations. 

Contact: 
zachary.paige@whiteearth-nsn.gov
218-936-4024
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Daytime Period
Rough fish may be bow fished, dip netted and seined in rivers and lakes during daylight 

hours beginning at sunrise on March 1 through April 16, 2022
Nighttime Period

Rough fish may be bow fished, dip netted and seined in rivers and lakes anytime 
beginning at 12 a.m. on April 16, 2022 through February 28, 2023

General
- You cannot bow fish, spear, seine, dip net or harpoon in designated trout lakes and streams.
- You cannot bow fish in posted spawning areas.
- Arrow must be tethered to the bow.  If you shoot a fish you must retrieve the fish and your arrow.
- You cannot shoot a fish and throw it back in the water, leave it on the bank of any waterway, ice of
any lake, stream, pond or any access site.
- You can transport and use a bow while taking rough fish from a watercraft with or without a motor.
- You may only bow fish and harpoon for rough fish, which include carp, buffalo, sucker, redhorse,
sheephead, bowfin, burbot (ellpout), yellow perch, cisco (tullibee), and bullhead.
- It is prohibited to harvest game fish with a dip net, harpoon, bow and arrow or seine. This
includes Lake Sturgeon
- The hoops on hand-held dip nets cannot exceed 24 inches in diameter.
- You cannot harpoon within 1,000 feet of a swimming beach.
-  You cannot exceed the daily limit for each species taken with any combination of spearing, 
harpooning, dip netting or seining equipment to reach the limit.  Fish taken by archery (bow fishing)
also are included in this limit.  
Daily Limit
200 rough fish (All species in combination)

All violations of the provisons of these regulations shall be considered a violation of the
Conservation Code and shall be subject to any penalties provided therein.

2022 Rough Fish 
Bow Fishing, Harpoon, Dip Net and Seine Regulations

White Earth 
2022 Angling Seasons and Dates

Turtle harvest 

Rough Fish Spearing regulations

Dark House Spearing

Species

Walleye

Northern Pike

Muskellunge

Bass

Trout

Crappies

Sunfish

Rough fish

Lake
Sturgeon

Dates

May 1, 2022 - April 30, 2023

May 1, 2022 - April 30, 2023

May 1, 2022 - April 30, 2023
(Minimum size limit of 50 inches)

Angling only.
Netting incidentals will be exempt.

May 1, 2022 - April 30, 2023
(Large/Small Mouth combination)

May 1, 2022 - April 30, 2023
(All species in combination)

May 1, 2022 - April 30, 2023

May 1, 2022 - April 30, 2023
(All species in combination)

May 1, 2022 - April 30, 2023
(Perch are classified as Rough fish)

Open angling March 1, 2022 - 
February 28, 2022

* Ceremonial permits may be
issued for limited harvest and use.
Please contact Natural Resources

for a permit application

Daily Possession
Limits

10

15

1

10

10

20

30

200

0

Catch and
Release 

Seasons Only

Species

Snapping 

All other
species

Dates

May 1, 2022 - April 30, 2023

May 1, 2022 - April 30, 2023

Daily Possession
Limits

10

200

Daytime Period
Rough fish may be speared in rivers and lakes during daylight
hours beginning at sunrise on March 1 through April 15, 2022

Nighttime Period
Rough fish may be speared in rivers and lakes anytime 

beginning at 12 a.m. on April 16, 2022 through Feb. 28, 2023
General
v It is prohibited to harvest game fish with a spear.  This incudes

Lake Sturgeon.
v All lakes, rivers, ponds, streams and creeks are open to the 

harvest of rough fish with a spear.
Tribal members are asked to respect private property:
1.  Crossing private property requires landowner’s permission.
2.  Please do not litter.
3.  Please be careful and do not damage stream banks or other
access points.
Daily Limit
200 rough fish (all species in combination)

November 13, 2022 though March 31, 2023
- Daily possession limit is the same as angling.
- Spearing and angling limits are combined and may not exceed
daily possession limits alone or in combination with the exception
of muskellunge.
- It is prohibited to spear muskellunge during any season(s).

White Earth Elders Commission Election

The White Earth RBC announces an upcoming
election for the White Earth Elders Commission. The
RBC established the Elders Commission (Resolution
#001-20-023) and approved the Commission’s
Bylaws (#001-22-004) to establish a consistent mech-
anism and formal structure for White Earth Elders to
address issues and communicate their specific needs.
The Elders Commission has the authority to make rec-
ommendations to the RBC about programs and
departments. 

The Election for Elders Commission will be held
on Tuesday, Aug. 9 from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. The filing
period to sign up to run for an open position on the
Elders Commission will open on Monday, May 9 at 8
a.m. and will close at 4:30 p.m. on June 13. 

The Commission shall consist of seven elected
members with two members from District 1; two
members from District 2; two members from District
3; and one member being At-Large. For the purposes
of the first election (2022), the positions of
Chairperson, Secretary, and the Elder Representatives
from District 1 and District 3 shall be elected for a
four-year term (2022-2026) and the positions of Vice-
Chairperson, Treasurer, and the Elder Representative
from District 2 shall be elected for a two-year term
(2022-2024). 

The Elders Commission Bylaws, Section 2.01,
Subd. 1, identifies the criteria for eligibility to be a
Commission member: 

-  Is an enrolled member of the White Earth Band
of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe;

-  Is at least 55 years old on or before the date of
the Primary election;

-  Must reside within the exterior boundaries of the
White Earth Reservation or within 25 miles of the
nearest reservation boundary.

-  Must be registered to vote within their designat-
ed district for at least the twelve-month period imme-
diately preceding the date established for the Primary
election, and will continue to be registered to vote in
that district during their term on the Commission.

-  Can pass a yearly background check, including
submitting to drug and alcohol testing 

Section 2.01, Subd. 2, details ineligibility criteria:  
-  Convicted of any of the following crimes,

regardless of level of offense:
o  Any crime against an Elder;
o  Crime of violence;
o  Crimes against persons, including homicide,

assault, kidnapping, false imprisonment, reckless
endangerment, robbery, rape, sexual assault, molesta-
tion, exploitation, prostitution, criminal sexual con-
duct, indecent exposure, or other sexual offenses. 

o Driving under the influence, driving while
impaired, drug sales, drug possession. An individual
may be eligible if conviction for any of these crimes
occurred more than 10 years ago.

-  Convicted of a crime that involved the theft,
misappropriation or embezzlement of money, funds,
assets, or property belonging to an Indian tribe or a
tribal organization;
See Elders Page 32
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White Earth Council of Elders

By Lucille Silk, Chairperson
White Earth Nation Council of Elders

It appears as though winter does not want to end, but we
also need to be thankful for the replenishment of our waters.
Unfortunately, too much water causes flooding and roads are
closed as a result.  Please be mindful of the signs that warn us
of those closings.

We held the first meeting of the year for this organization
on April 12 in Pine Point Village.  The original date of April 5
had to be cancelled due to a blizzard.  Any cancellations will
be announced through NiiJii radio, as per their agreement with
us.  You may reach them at 89.9 FM KKWE.  Also, we will
announce through the White Earth Nation Elder Nutrition
Centers when available.  WENCOE accepted the resignation of
Pam Aspinwall as Secretary and approved by unanimous vote
for Missy Fairbanks as our new Secretary.  Thank you Missy
for volunteering to take on this task for the remaining two-year
term.  There was so much discussion on services that are not
received by constituents.  One of the main problems that were
stated was miscommunication or none at all.  Please be mind-
ful that we are always appreciative when needs are met. 

The RBC needs to address the problems with our White
Earth Indian Health Service.  Another provider is leaving and
those patients once again must select a new one.  A person gets
discouraged when they have had to get a new provider every
two months in the last six months.  It is difficult to hear about
a patient that was misdiagnosed or not referred out to a special-
ist for further care until they are dying.  At one time, we had
the best health care and providers were content to be a part of
our Health Care System.  These are the main concerns that our
Elders bring to our attention so that we can pass them along.

The Congregate building in White Earth is getting a new
roof and we are most grateful since it is an Elder facility.
Please visit the Elder Nutrition sites as they have had a face-
lift, new curtains and tablecloths that are very cheerful!

Just a reminder that we can purchase up to 10 pounds of
wild rice in a year.  We hope that our next year crop will be
bountiful, with all the moisture.  We also pray that our maple
syrup season will be healthy.

Please play the Elder and Youth machines when you visit
the Shooting Star Casino as they pay for many of our programs
that are geared to Youth and Elders. 

It is almost pow wow season and we are all anxious to
dance or watch and listen to the drum, the heartbeat of our
Nations.

We have once again lost so many of our people from
chronic illness or diseases that invade our communities.  We
urge all people to get vaccinated or boosted due to Covid!  If
you do not believe in vaccinations, please at least wear a mask
when in public places.

Thank you to our Creator for keeping those of us that have
survived the tough Winter and all the struggles connected to it.
We pray for all the sick and troubled, that they find peace.  We
ask that our Veterans be remembered and cared for.  Take care
of each other and May the Great Spirit be with all.

White Earth Nation Council of Elders:
Lucille Silk, Chairperson / 218-983-3768
Lawrence (Sam) Crowell, Vice Chairperson / 218-252-9390

White Earth Nation has a Facebook page!  
www.facebook.com/WhiteEarthNation

Tips for planning and beginning a garden

By Katie Hoban, RDN, LD
Registered Dietitian
White Earth Public Health

As we dive into gardening season - or perhaps
you have already started with plants in the house –
think about the following tips when you are planning
and planting your garden or if gardening didn’t go
well in the past maybe these tips will send you in the
right direction.

1. Pick the right location—ideally, a sunny
site! Most vegetables need at least six hours of sun a
day. Some crops such as lettuce and spinach, and
other greens will grow well in your partially sunny
spots, but sun-loving plants like tomatoes and pep-
pers need as much light as possible.

2. Keep it close to home. A location near your
house will make it easier for you to tend your plot
regularly and will also make it convenient to run out
and pick what you need for a meal.

3. Only grow things your family likes to eat.
There’s no sense in spending all your time and ener-
gy (and money) growing things you won’t enjoy or
that will go to waste! When choosing your vegetables
choose veggies that grow in Zone 3 best, as this is the
area we live in.  Not from this area - refer to the
USDA Plant Hardiness zone map to see what zone
you are in.

4. Water needs to be readily available.
Nothing burns out a beginning gardener faster than
having to lug water to thirsty plants during a heat
wave. Consider investing in a quality hose with a
sprayer attachment or, even better, a drip irrigation
system.

5. Good soil is the key to a successful garden.
Plants depend on the soil for nutrients, stability, and
drainage. To grow your best garden, start with well-
drained, sandy loam and add as much organic matter
as possible. 

6. Amend your soil. Compost, leaf mold, or
well-aged manure will increase the ability of your
soil to both drain well and hold moisture—the
sponge factor. However, never use fresh manure! It

can harbor dangerous pathogens and will burn tender
plant roots. Compost it for at least 6 to 12 months.

7. Seeds or plants?Most garden vegetables can
be directly seeded where they are to grow—lettuce,
beans, carrots, beets, chard, spinach, peas, cucum-
bers, and squash. Things that take longer to produce
an edible fruit do better with a head start. Purchase
transplants for tomatoes, peppers, eggplant, and mel-
ons or start your own indoors 6 to 8 weeks before
planting them outside. 

8. Choose varieties that will mature in your
growing season. As we live in Zone 3 planting most
vegetables outside begins in the beginning of May
(leafy greens (such as lettuce, chard, spinach) and
beets, carrots and potatoes) through the end of May
(beans, squash, pumpkins, cucumbers and tomatoes).
When you purchase you seeds or plants – check the
specific growing instructions for the plant to make
sure it will be successful for you.

9. Keep your garden productive by staggering
plantings of fast-maturing veggies such as beans and
lettuce and replanting other areas as they are harvest-
ed. Don’t plant all at once!

10. Use raised garden beds or containers if
you don’t have much space to work with. If you
have impossibly rocky soil or solid clay, consider
building some raised beds that you can fill with good
soil. Growing vegetables in containers is another
option. If you want an instant garden, try grow bags.

These tips were found at almanac.com, planthar-
diness.ars.usda.gov and ag.ndsu.edu.

Hope these tips help you to have a successful
growing season!

Crustless Asparagus and
Pepper Mini Quiche

Ingredients
1 Tbsp olive oil
1 bunch asparagus – about a pound
1 small onion, diced
1 red or yellow bell pepper, seeded and diced
½ tsp salt
¼ tsp pepper
8 eggs – may do a combination of full eggs and
whites
1/3 cup milk
Cheese, choice of shredded
Instructions
1.  Preheat oven to 375 degrees.  Spray muffin
tins.
2.  Add olive oil and a generous amount of
cooking spray to a medium sauté pan. Sauté
asparagus, onion and bell pepper for 7-9 min-
utes or until cooked through. Season with salt
(optional) and pepper and set aside to cool
slightly.
3.  In a medium bowl, whisk together eggs, and
milk.
4.  Evenly distribute the sautéed vegetables
among the 12 muffin cups. Cups should be 1/2
to 3/4 full. Gently pour egg mixture over the
vegetables in each muffin cup, distributing
evenly. Cups should full but not overflowing.
5.  Sprinkle shredded cheese on top of each
muffin.
6.  Bake for 20 minutes or until toothpick comes
out clean.
Recipe Courtesy of www.diabetesfoodhub.org

You can reach the Anishinaabeg Today 
at today@whiteearth-nsn.gov 

or 
218-983-3285 Ext. 5903
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Building Supplies, LLC is ready to welcome you to their Grand Re-Opening! This is a weeklong event from May 16 to May 21.  We will be open Monday-Friday from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. (this week only) and daily drawings will be at 5 p.m. via Facebook live. Join us on Saturday, May 21 from 8 a.m. to noon for shopping, food and refreshments.  We
will be serving hot dogs, chips and a beverage from 10:30 a.m. to noon.  The Grand Prize Drawing will take place at noon. Come and check out our new products and store
front. You don’t want to miss out! We are located at 3282 US Hwy 59 South in Waubun, Minn.  For more information, feel free to contact us at 218-473-2145.

Safety tips for spring rough fish spearing season
Spring rough fish spearing is upon us, and White

Earth Natural Resources would like to remind partic-
ipants to stay safe.

With the late spring snow melt and recent rain,
rivers and streams will be flowing extremely fast and
will be deeper than expected. Please exercise caution
when entering a stream or river. Fast moving and
deep water may offer limited visibility and can result
in misjudging water depth or obscuring hidden obsta-
cles such as snags, slippery rocks, or other debris.

Fast moving water can also be dangerous if the
water speed is misjudged. This can lead to falls and
present the risk of being swept downstream. Before
entering the water, make sure to check the water
speed and test the depth using a stick or other suitable
tool. It is not recommended to use the spear. This can
lead to injury if falls occur on the spear.

Chest and hip waders can also pose a safety risk.
Waders tend to create pressure and cling to the legs
which make them extremely difficult or impossible
to remove once submerged into the water. If waders
are worn, test the water depth before entering to
ensure water does not flow over the tops. If this

occurs, it can increase the risk of falling or being
pulled into the water. Waders can also hinder mobil-
ity and become very slippery on rocks and other sub-
strate so please exercise caution if waders are worn.

Another safety tip, go with a partner. If you do
venture out on your own, make sure to let someone
know where you plan to be in case an emergency
arises.

Good luck fishing and stay safe!

The 154th Annual White Earth Celebration Pow Wow is June 10-12
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THE DOCTOR’S CORNER

By Dr. Hong Yoon, DPM
White Earth Health Center

If your first few steps out of bed in the morning cause severe
pain in the bottom of the heel of your foot, you may have plantar
fasciitis, an overuse injury that affects the sole of the foot. A diagno-
sis of plantar fasciitis means you have inflamed the tough, fibrous
band of tissue (fascia) connecting your heel bone to the base of your
toes. 

Causes
You’re more likely to develop the condition if you’re over-

weight (BMI over 30), or have a job that requires a lot of walking or
standing on hard surfaces. You’re also at risk if you walk or run for
exercise, especially if you have tight calf muscles that limit how far
you can flex your ankles upward. People with very flat feet or very
high arches also are more prone to plantar fasciitis.

Symptoms
Plantar fasciitis typically starts gradually with mild pain at the

bottom of a heel often referred to as a stone bruise. You’re more like-
ly to feel it after (not during) exercise. The pain classically occurs
right after getting up in the morning and after a period of sitting/rest-
ing. If you don’t treat plantar fasciitis, it may become a chronic con-
dition. You may not be able to keep up your level of activity, and you
may develop symptoms of foot, knee, hip, and back problems
because plantar fasciitis can change the way you walk due to the
pain.

Treatments
Stretching is one of the best treatments for plantar fasciitis. It

may help to try to keep weight off your foot until the initial inflam-
mation goes away. You can also apply ice to the sore area for 15 min-
utes 3-4 times a day to relieve your symptoms. Rolling a frozen
water bottle on the bottom of your foot can be beneficial.

Your podiatrist may prescribe a nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory
medication such as ibuprofen or naproxen. Home exercises to stretch
your Achilles tendon and plantar fascia are the mainstay of treatment
and reduce the chance of recurrence.

About 90% of people with plantar fasciitis improve significant-
ly after two months of initial treatment. You may be advised to use
shoes with shock-absorbing soles or fitted with an off-the-shelf shoe
insert like an arch support. Your foot may be taped into a specific
position for activities.

If your plantar fasciitis continues after a few months of conser-
vative treatment, your doctor may inject your heel with steroidal
anti-inflammatory medication. If you still have symptoms, you may
need to wear a walking boot for up to 6 weeks or a positional splint
when you sleep. In a few cases, surgery is needed for chronically
contracted tissue. 

What is plantar fasciitis?

DETROIT LAKES, Minn.—The Minnesota
Department of Transportation invites the public to a
virtual public meeting on Tuesday, May 10, at 5:30
p.m., to learn more about the 2022 construction pro-
ject on Highway 200 between Mahnomen and Roy
Lake. A formal presentation by MnDOT will begin at
5:30 p.m., followed by time for questions.

Construction on Highway 200 is tentatively
scheduled to begin May 16. In addition to addressing
existing pavement concerns, the project also includes
shoulder widening, bridge construction, culvert
replacement, turn lanes, and other safety and pedes-
trian accessibility improvements. 

To learn more about the project and for a link to
the virtual meeting on May 10, visit

mndot.gov/d4/projects/ hwy200. Those without
internet access can call 1-855-282-6330 to join the
meeting. Meeting access code is 2498 675 9284. For
those unable to attend the meeting, a recording of the
presentation will be posted to the MnDOT project
webpage, with an opportunity to submit questions or
comments online. 

MnDOT invites and encourages participation by
all. If you need a reasonable accommodation in order
to fully participate in this event, such as an ASL or
spoken language interpreter, or need documents in an
alternate format, such as braille or large print, please
contact Janet Miller at 651-366-4720 or email
ADArequest.dot@state.mn.us as soon as possible,
but no later than 48 hours before the scheduled event.

MnDOT to host virtual public meeting for upcoming 
project on Hwy 200 between Mahnomen and Roy Lake
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Feed Our FamiliesFeed Our Families
Deliveries: Monday - ThursdayDeliveries: Monday - Thursday

218-935-5554 Ext. 3217218-935-5554 Ext. 3217 The White Earth Head Start Program is now accepting applications for the 2022-2023 school year! You can
NOW apply online.  If your child is re-enrolling in the White Earth Head Start Program, please call the Head
Start office at 218-983-3285 Ext. 1232 to confirm this information.  Thank you!

Photo by Kurt Halvorson

White Earth Farmers’ Market set to open June 2

Top row from left are Marty Hoseth, Steve Guenther, Mark Sirjord, Carla Cunningham, Paulie Neisen and
Jackie Haugo. Bottom row from left are Emily Hoseth, Diane Guenther, Tammy Bellanger, Eva Brakefield
and JoAnn Kersting.  Not pictured: Alvin and Marilyn Kuhns, Sheila Christensen, Karrie Hansen, Craig
Ambuehl and Ted Kersting.

The White Earth Community Farmers’ Market
vendors, managers, and staff would like to thank the
community for their loyal patronage.  

We are a one stop shop for so many of your
needs.  Our focus is to bring to you, our customers,
the freshest produce and quality products.  From
home-grown vegetables to homemade baked and
canned goods, plus eggs, meats, herbs, flowers,
plants, syrups and honey, as well as woodworking
and other craft items, the list goes on and on.  

In addition to the friendly vendors and staff,

food samples and recipes are regularly offered, and
the talents of local musicians showcased.  

Located on South Main Street in Mahnomen
under the pavilion, the 2022 market season runs
every Thursday from 3 to 6 p.m. from June 2 through
Oct. 6.  Our market offers EBT card, WIC Farmers’
Market checks, and S/FMNP checks useability, with
some matching of dollars for these programs.  

See you at our White Earth Community
Farmers’ Market!

Concealed
Carry Class
Retired Sheriff Brad Athmann-Instructor

Law Enforcement Instructor for Clear 
Model of Minnesota Use of Force Laws

Protection For Family and Home

Saturday, May 14th, 10 a.m.
Twin Lakes Fire and Ambulance Station

County Road 4, Naytahwaush, MN

v 4 Hour Classroom and Firearms Qualification
v Bring firearm and 20 rounds of ammo

v Firearms available for qualifications if needed
v Register at class location.  Cost is $85

v Class open to ages 20 and up.
FOR QUESTIONS?  CALL 218-261-0266
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GENERAL
ELECTION NOTICE

A Primary Minnesota Chippewa Tribal Election of the White Earth Reservation Business
Committee will be held on June 14, 2022 to fill the following positions:

SECRETARY-TREASURER - WHITE EARTH RESERVATION BUSINESS COMMITTEE 
FOUR (4) YEAR TERM

DISTRICT I REPRESENTATIVE - WHITE EARTH BUSINESS COMMITTEE
FOUR (4) YEAR TERM

DISTRICT II REPRESENTATIVE - WHITE EARTH BUSINESS COMMITTEE
FOUR (4) YEAR TERM

White Earth General Election Board
Shooting Star Casino RV Office, 777 SE Casino Drive, Mahnomen, MN

***ABSENTEE BALLOT VOTING***
PO Box 10, Mahnomen, MN  56557

POLLING PLACES:
DISTRICT I:

Bejou - Community Center, Main Street
Pine Bend - Church Parking Lot

Rice Lake - Community Center (Rice Lake Village)

DISTRICT II:
Mahnomen - Tribal College, 2250 College Road

Naytahwaush - Fire Hall, County Road 4
Waubun - Community Center, 1004 Central Avenue

DISTRICT III:
Callaway - Community Center, Highway 59

Ogema - VFW Hall, Main Street East
White Earth - Community Center, Martin Drive

Elbow Lake - Elderly Nutrition Center, (Elbow Lake Village)
Pine Point - Communuity Center (old school)

MARBLE, MN
Marble City Hall (Community Center) 

302 Alice Avenue

POLLS OPEN: 8 a.m. / POLLS CLOSE: 8 p.m.

White Earth 
Election Board

Phone: 218-936-5622 / Toll-free: 1-866-211-9154
Fax: 218-936-5623

Email: election.board@whiteearth.com
Or by mail at:

White Earth Election Board
PO Box 10, Mahnomen, MN 56557

The Election Board encourages you to come vote early 
in person starting May 14.  They are located behind
the Shooting Star Casino in the old RV Park building.  

Election Board Hours
Monday-Friday: 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Saturday: 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

MINNEAPOLIS
White Earth Urban Office

1730 Clifton Place

CASS LAKE, MN
White Earth Family Office

220 2nd Street NW

White Earth 
Absentee Ballot Request Form

Please send an Absentee Ballot for the upcoming White Earth
election held on June 14, 2022.

Full Name:__________________________________________

Date of Birth:_______________________________________

Email:_____________________________________________

Phone:_____________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________

___________________________________________________

First time voter please select District.

District 1________ District 2__________   District 3_________

* Once a District is declared you can only vote in this District
until you move back to the new District 30 days prior to the
Election.  The White Earth Enrollment office has an Address
Request form you need to fill out.  

District Boundaries: 
District 1: North of State Highway 200
District 2: State Highway south to State Highway 113
District 3: South of State Highway 113

Signature:__________________________________________

Printed Name:_______________________________________

*Absentee voters in Primary Election will automatically be
mailed a Ballot for the General Election held on June 14th,
2022. 

Election Board contact information or send submissions:
White Earth Election Board
PO Box 10 
Mahnomen, MN 56557

Email: election.board@whiteearth.com
Fax: 218-936-5623 
Phone: 218-936-5622
Toll free: 1-866-211-9154 

Bemidji
State U
Grad!

Congratulations
Angel M. Stevens

on your accom-
plishment of 

graduating from
Bemidji State

University with a
Bachelors Degree

in Political Science!

“Wherever you go,
go with all your

heart,”
- Confucius
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Application and Participant Rules for
Junior and Senior Princess and Brave Contests

154th Annual White Earth Celebration

June 10, 11 and 12, 2022
Deadline for submission of completed applications with documentation is 

12 p.m. (noon) on June 8, 2022 to allow for verification of eligibility
● All portions of the princess and brave contests will be held on and completed by end of night on Friday,
June 10, 2022.
● This includes but is not limited to: Interview, Verification of Eligibility, Self-Introduction at Powwow, and
Dance Competition. Please note that an introduction in our language is very helpful to the contestants.
● All applicants and their parents/guardians agree, through submission of their signed application, that the
contestant:

1. Pledges to live a crime, drug and alcohol-free lifestyle at all times prior to and during their reign as
princess or brave.

2. Continues with successful academics and maintains a positive role within their school and commu-
nity.

3. Is unmarried may not have any pregnancies past, present or during the year that the participant holds
the title of princess or brave.

4. Is an enrolled member or descendant of White Earth Reservation,  documentation required.*
5. Resides on or within 25 miles of the White Earth Reservation presently and during the reigning year,  

documentation required.**
a. If a princess or brave moves, it is the family/guardian’s responsibility to contact the committee

immediately.
6. Is age 9-12 for Junior title, or age 13-17 for Senior title.
7. Is willing to represent the White Earth Reservation throughout the reigning year by traveling to and

dancing at other powwows.***
8. Cannot hold any other title of royalty while applying for or holding the title of White Earth Princess

or Brave.
9. Will only be awarded the title of White Earth Celebration Princess or Brave once in their lifetime.
10. Will immediately relinquish his or her title to the first runner-up if White Earth Pow Wow

Committee finds princess or brave to be in violation of these rules. Relinquishment includes returning of
crown and/or sash to the White Earth Pow Wow Committee.
●Applications are available at the White Earth RBC Headquarters, via email and in the Anishinaabeg Today
newspaper.
● Application and documentation materials must be filled out completely and will be verified by the White
Earth Pow Wow Committee and White Earth Enrollment Office.
● Please mail completed application and documentation to White Earth Pow Wow Committee, PO Box 418,
White Earth, MN 56591.  Contact Dana Goodwin at dana.goodwin@whiteearth-nsn.gov with questions or
concerns. Do not rely on social media for communication.

5 Sr. Princess 5 Jr. Princess 5 Sr. Brave 5 Jr. Brave
Please Print Clearly

Full Legal Name________________________________Birth Date________________Clan_______________

Address__________________________________________________________________________________
Street (and PO Box if used for mailing purposes)               City Zip Code

Phone number____________________________Additional phone number_____________________________

School_______________________________________________________Grade in 2021/22______________

Contestant’s White Earth enrollment #________________________________________________________, or 
Descendant Contestant’s Enrolled Parent or Grandparent’s:

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Full legal name Birth Date WE Enrollment #

I, ___________________________________________________ understand and comply with the above stated
conditions for application to the White Earth Princess/Brave title. My parents/guardian and I understand and
agree to have the above information verified by the White Earth Pow Wow Committee. This form gives the
above-named school and the White Earth RBC permission to release and verify information entered on this
form.  I also agree that all information above is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

___________________________________________________________________________
Participant Signature Printed Name Date

_______________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature Printed Name Date

WEPC Only:  5 Verified eligible by WE Enrollments:___________________________  Date:__________

Remembering Our 
Nation’s Armed Forces

Memorial Day is the Time to Reflect Upon Our Freedoms...and
the High Price Paid to Protect Them.  Remember Those Who

Died to Keep Us Free!
Monday, May 30, 2022

Area Cemetery Visitations
Conducted by the Ogema VFW Post 9880 & Auxiliary and

White Earth Veterans Association
Assemble at Ogema VFW Hall -------------------------------7:30 a.m.
St. Columba Episcopal Cemetery (White Earth)------------8:15 a.m.
Bethel Lutheran Cemetery (White Earth)--------------------8:30 a.m.
White Earth Veteran’s Cemetery——————————8:45 a.m. 
Assembly of God Cemetery (White Earth)------------------9 a.m. 
Calvary Catholic Cemetery (White Earth)-------------------9:15 a.m.
Aura Finnish Cemetery (Goat Ranch Road)-----------------9:40 a.m.
Callaway Cemetery (Callaway)-------------------------------10:15 a.m.
Ogema City Cemetery (Ogema)------------------------------10:45 a.m.
Most Holy Redeemer Catholic Cemetery (Ogema)-------10:50 a.m.
Waubun City Cemetery (Waubun)---------------------------11:30 a.m.
St. Ann’s Catholic Cemetery (Waubun)---------------------11:45 a.m.
Lake Grove Cemetery------------------------------------------12:15 a.m.

Chairman from Page 3

abandoned and burned-out houses
across the reservation are targets
for us. We have been working with
our legal department tirelessly
addressing this issue, of which we
have a grasp on, and now are mov-
ing forward with resolving these
issues. The next few years will be
exciting as the White Earth Land
Office is moving on difficulties
that have weighed down our nation
in the past, the future is looking
bright!  

Please exercise your constitu-
tional obligation as
Gaawaabaabiganikaag White
Earth Nation Bandmembers and
get out and vote on June 14. 

Baamaapii wiingezin.
Miigwech bizindawiyeg.
Gigawaabamininim naagaj. 
Take it easy.
Thank you for listening to me. 
See you all later. 
Chairman Michael Fairbanks
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Fair and HonestFair and Honest

Paid for by Raymond Auginaush Sr. on his own behalf
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Redeemed and Ready to Go 
Thrift Store

1220 Richwood Road / Detroit Lakes, Minn.

Open:
Tuesday through Saturday / 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Closed Sunday and Monday
New items daily!

Black bears are out and about on reservation
As some are already aware, Black Bear encoun-

ters have been on the rise in many of our communi-
ties and villages.  Although most bears are not com-
fortable around people and leave when encountered,
some have become a nuisance by lingering around
homes and public areas.  Please remember that bears
are wild animals-always remain cautious.  

The White Earth Wildlife Department and
Conservation Officers offer the following sugges-
tions on how not to attract bears.  

Garbage
•  Don’t let your garbage pile up in a vehicle or

garage/shed.
•  Reduce odors
•  Store in a bear-proof container
•  Wash out garbage cans
•  Don’t put your garbage out for collection the

night before, do it in the morning of pick up.  Make
sure it’s in a container and not just in garbage bags
lying at the end of your driveway.  That not only
attracts bears but other wildlife as well, including
raccoons and skunks.

Bird feeders
•  If you feed birds into the summer, consider

bringing the feeders in at night.  Bears love sun-
flower seeds and suet.

•  This includes humming bird feeders.  Nectar is
a great bear attractant.

Pet food (dog or cat food)
•  Keep inside at night or any time there is a bear

sighting in the area.
Outdoor grills and picnic areas
•  Keep clean
•  Bears like grease inside the grill or the little

grease traps underneath.
Fruit trees, gardens, and honey bees
•  Use electric fencing if possible
Animal or fish carcasses and leech bait
•  Don’t clean fish or leech bait in your back

yard, unless you clean it up afterwards.
•  Boxes from leech bait should be disposed of

properly.
•  Rinse out the buckets/pails used for transport-

ing leeches.
Boats and canoes
•  Rinse out the inside of canoes and any contain-

ers used for fishing or leeching.
•  Rinse out the live well and the inside of the

boat.
If you do come in contact with a bear:
• Don’t panic
• Don’t shoot
• Don’t approach
• If a bear is in a tree, leave it alone.  It should

come down and leave when it feels safe.
• If a bear is treed by your dogs, place the dogs

in the house or garage until the bear leaves the area.
The White Earth Conservation Officers have a

policy in place for setting up a live trap.  The follow-
ing procedure should be followed: (This will be done
only after the above listed recommendations have
been followed.)

• Call White Earth Dispatch at 218-983-3201
with the complaint.  Leave your name and contact
information.

• A Conservation Officer will contact you for the
complaint info and any recommendations they may
have for getting rid of the bear problem.

• If the above listed recommendations are fol-
lowed and the bear continues to hang around for a
week or more afterwards, then the live trap will be
utilized.

• When the live trap is set up, please choose a
safe location away from children and pets.  The trap
door is very heavy and dangerous for them.

• Keep children and pets awayfrom the trap,
weather it’s empty or has a bear in it.  This is not a
toy!  It’s very dangerous. 

•  Contact White Earth Dispatch immediately if
a bear is seen inside the trap.  Do not approach the
trap!

• You may see a Conservation vehicle in the area
checking on it on occasion during this process.

The trap will not be used if the recommenda-
tions aren’t followed or if the nuisance bear has cubs.
There is nothing worse than catching a cub and hav-
ing to deal with the mama bear on the outside of the
trap, or vise-versa.

The only time a nuisance bear can be shot is if
they are threatening to humans or if they are attack-
ing a person’s domestic animals such as cats, dogs or
livestock. You cannot shoot them if the food sources
are not eliminated from the property and the bear
continues to come in to eat.  A wounded bear is more
dangerous than a bear coming in to eat “free food.”
Any bear that is destroyed must be reported to the
White Earth Conservation Department.  Call dispatch
immediately to report any bears that are shot or found
dead.

And finally, for those who live out in the coun-
try, please remember that it is expected to have some
type of encounter with the animals inhabiting the sur-
rounding area, whether it be squirrels, skunks, or
bears, etc.  Please use common sense and follow the
guidelines recommended above when needed. 

Please note that like any animal, bears are sacred
and should be treated with respect; just as one would
a beaver, eagle, hawk or other.  Try putting out asema
(tobacco) and say a little prayer with good thoughts.  

Thank you from the White Earth Department of
Natural Resources and Conservation Officers.

Ganawendandaa Nibiikaangi
Let’s Protect Our Waters

Help Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers
To avoid spreading aquatic invasive species do 

the following: 
BEFORE launching and BEFORE leaving.

u Remove aquatic plants and aquatic animals  
u Drain lake/river water away from the landing  

u Dispose of unwanted live bait in the trash

It’s unlawful to transport aquatic plants, and 
zebra mussels.
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ELECT

Eugene “Umsy” Tibbetts

Lifelong Resident

Experience-Honesty-Accountability
Paid for by Eugene “Umsy” Tibbetts on his own behalf
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Obituaries

Betty Selma McDougall
Betty McDougall, 85, of Callaway, died April 10 in her residence.
Betty Selma McDougall was born Nov. 21, 1936, in Malott, Wash., to George and

Dorothy (Pearson) Carlson. On April 3, 1955, she was united in marriage to Curtis
McDougall at the Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church in Callaway.
They had seven children.

Betty worked at Swift’s for 23 years. After the plant closed,
she worked at Maplelag, and also babysat for many families.

She is survived by daughters: Susan (Roger) Johnson, Janice
(Jerry) Chilton and Rose Garcia; sons, Daniel (Cindy) McDougall,
Steven (Karlena) McDougall, Peter (Karen) McDougall and Randy
McDougall; and 60 grandchildren and great grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her husband; sister, Beverly
Moyer; grandson, Billy McDougall; numerous nieces and
nephews; and her parents.

Funeral services were held April 18 at the First Baptist Church
in Detroit Lakes. 

Interment: Strawberry Lake Mennonite Church Cemetery in rural Ogema. 
Arrangements: West-Kjos Funeral Home of Detroit Lakes.
Online:  www.westkjos.com

Shirley Mae LaDuke “Nahbun”
Shirley Mae LaDuke, “Nahbun,” 80, of Cass Lake, Minn., passed peacefully April 13

at her home in Cass Lake.
She was born on March 3, 1942, in Cass Lake to Gabriel “Guy” LaDuke and Maefred

VanOss.  She was raised and educated in Cass Lake, and for a time in Minneapolis, before
her family moved back to Cass Lake.  She attended and then grad-
uated from Bemidji State University in 1976. 

Her legacy goes far beyond her commitment as a mother and
grandmother to her own. Her work in education for Native children
echoes now and forever through the Cass Lake educational system
that so many of our community’s families are part of today.  She
labored tirelessly to improve the lives of Native kids in the Cass
Lake community through education and building pride in our cul-
tural identity.  Grass roots efforts and standoffs with the sheriff
were just the beginning of her advocacy. And it worked. 

She went on to serve the community as the Indian Education
director for the Cass Lake Bena school district. Soon after she used

her college degree to bring education directly to the classroom teaching at Bug-O-Nay-Ge-
Shig, Heart of the Earth Survival School, and Cass Lake Schools. She never wasted a
moment using the voice and spirit the Creator gifted her with to make a better world for
all in her community. Towards the end of her career she worked for Leech Lake in Human
Resources and finally with Leech Lake Housing.  She was a member of St. Peter’s
Episcopal Church in Cass Lake. She participated and volunteered in the Parent’s
Committee-WML, and with the Leech Lake Boys and Girls Club.  She enjoyed crocheting,
knitting, gardening, taking drives around Cass Lake pointing out the history of the area,
writing, and visiting with friends over a cup of coffee.  She loved crafting and spending
time with her grandchildren.

She is survived by her children: Alden (Vickie) Fairbanks Sr., James (Iris) Dean
Fairbanks, Teresa LaDuke, Geraldine Littlewolf, Faith Littlewolf, Connie (Brian)
Littlewolf, Rebecca Littlewolf, Sarah (Duane) Brown, Stephanie (George) Northbird,
Gordon Northbird Jr., and Mike Castillo; sister, Gloria Annemarie Dunn; and her special
dog, Jack.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Maefred and Eirving D. Arey, father
Gabriel “Guy” LaDuke; daughter, Roxanne Fairbanks; siblings: Bruce “Sonny” VanOss,
Rodney LaDuke and Tanya LaDuke; and grandsons: Benjamin Northbird, Tristan
Fairbanks and Carter Fairbanks.

A wake began April 18 at the Veteran’s Memorial Building in Cass Lake and contin-
ued until the time of the funeral service held April 20 also at the Veteran’s Memorial
Building.

Active casketbearers were Levi Brown, Corey Littlewolf, Amos LaDuke, Neil
LaDuke, Simon Howard, Tecumseh Littlewolf, Arlan Littlewolf, Alexis Rea, Erik Jones,
Quentin Howard, Faron Clark and Cheyenne Clark.

Honorary casketbearers were Mike Schmid, Carol Jenkins, Randy Finn, Bev
Whitebird, Marie Thunder, Donna Oachs, Suzanne Northbird, Sharon Brown, Ingeborg
VanOss, Ross Littlewolf and all of Shirley’s grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Interment:  Pine Grove Cemetery in Cass Lake.  
Arrangements: Cease Family Funeral Home of Bemidji, Minn.
Online: www.ceasefuneralhome.com.

Margaret “Peggy” LaRoque
Margaret “Peggy” LaRoque, (Wah-say-ah-nad-equay Shining Cloud Woman), 75, of

Minneapolis, was born Feb. 3, 1946 and journeyed to the Spirit World on Nov. 4, 2021.  
Former realtor, managed the Minnesota Indian Women’s Resource Center, Little

Earth housing manager, beadwork artist, and expert cook and baker.
She is survived by her sons: Frank LaRoque, Chris Roy

and Robert Roy; many grandchildren and great grandchildren;
siblings: Tom Fransen, Jim Fransen, Susan Lawrence, John
Fransen and Mike Fransen; and many other relatives and
friends.

She is preceded in death by her mother, Alvera Philomene
LaRoque; brother, Carl Fransen; grandparents Paul and Maggie
LaRoque; and grandson, Brandon Roy.

A funeral service was held on Nov. 8, 2021, at the Church
of Gichitwaa Kateri in Minneapolis, with Barbara Fairbanks
officiating.

Honorary casket bearers were Sammie Lawrence, Donna
Fairbanks, Pamela LaRoque, Mari Williams and Margie Fairbanks.

Casket bearers were Wade Fransen, Cody Morrison, Lawrence Roy Sr., Lawrence
Roy Jr., Kyle Roy, Isiah Roy, Alan Monroe and Frank Sundahl.

Arrangements: Chilson Funeral Home of Winsted, Minn.
On-line condolences: www.chilsonfuneralhome.com
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Frank Anthony Bonomo
Frank Anthony Bonomo, 67, Elder of the Chippewa Nation Bear Clan, White Earth

Indian Reservation, passed into eternal life at home on March 24, with his wife Susan
(Donohue) and their animals by his side. He was born in Brooklyn, N.Y., and was the son
of the late Anthony James Bonomo and Ruby Ann Beaulieu. Frank graduated from

Broadalbin-Perth High School, N.Y., earned a Bachelor of
Science in Social Work from Skidmore College, Saratoga
Springs, N.Y., and earned his Master of Social Work from
Syracuse University, Syracuse, N.Y.

During Frank’s professional career, he worked at numerous
mental health and substance abuse agencies, including Madison
County Mental Health Department, Wampsville, N.Y., and
Ganiganigonhi Yoh Onondaga Nation Healing Center, Nedrow,
N.Y. Frank also enjoyed teaching “Short Term Intervention” at
the School of Social Work, Graduate Program, Syracuse
University. Together, Frank and Susan started their own business,
Bonomo, LCSW-R & Bonomo, LCSW-R, PC, in which they
enjoyed providing therapy, consultation, trainings and supervi-

sion across New York state. Most enjoyable was sponsoring regional, national and interna-
tionally renowned experts specializing in Solution Based Therapy, Trauma, Chemical
Dependency and Clinical Hypnosis.

Frank was most involved with the International Boxing Hall of Fame, Canastota, N.Y.
He was an avid collector of boxing memorabilia and loved participating in the Parade of
Champions that precedes the annual induction ceremony. Frank would drive one of the box-
ers sitting on the back of his convertible through the Village of Canastota as hundreds of
fans cheered them on.

In addition to his wife Susan, he is survived by his daughter, Christie Bonomo Gose
and grandson Tyler Talbot. Frank was predeceased by his brother, Anthony Bonomo.

Contributions in Frank's memory may be sent to “Friends of Second Chance,” 6660 E.
Seneca Turnpike, Jamesville, NY 13078. Second Chance is a program that pairs incarcerat-
ed inmates at Jamesville Correctional Facility with dogs rescued off the streets of Syracuse
for mutual rehabilitation.

Arrangements: Grieco Funeral Home & Crematory, Inc. of Kennett Square, Pa
Condolences: www.griecofunerals.com

Obituaries

Beverly Rita Jackson
Beverly Jackson, 59, of rural Mahnomen, died April 12 at the Mahnomen Health

Center. 
Beverly Rita, the daughter of Irvin and Bernice (Warren) Jackson, was born Dec. 12,

1962.  She grew up in Minneapolis then moved to White Earth with her family in 2008.  As
a young woman, Beverly fell in love with Charles “Buzzy”
Brown and the couple spent their life together.  They were
blessed with nine children and over the years they made their
home in both the Minneapolis and Ponsford communities.  

Beverly worked as a teacher’s assistant at Anderson
Elementary and Four Winds Public Schools.  After moving back
to northern Minnesota, she was employed at the Shooting Star
Casino and served as a personal care attendant for White Earth
Home Health.  Beverly loved spending time with her family,
going on car rides and listening to music. She also enjoyed gam-
bling at the casino and scratching her lottery tickets. Beverly
loved cooking for her family and was known for making the best

dinners for the holidays.  She will be greatly missed by all who knew and loved her. 
Beverly is survived by her children: Robert Sr., Joseph (Violet), William (Tracy),

Gerald (Samantha), Maria (Winston), and Charlene (Aron) Jackson, Alan Jackson-Brown
Sr., Tammi Jackson, Charles Brown III and Brandon Jackson; 32 grandchildren; brother,
Harlan Jackson; and sister, Judith Snowball.  

She was preceded in death by her parents, Irvin and Bernice Jackson; brothers, Bruce
and Gary Jackson; sisters: Karen, Evelyn and Cheryl Jackson; and her significant other,
Charles “Buzzy” Brown Jr.

Traditional services began April 19 at the Karen Jackson-Jones residence in White
Earth and continued through April 20.  

Arrangements: Anderson Family Funeral Home of Mahnomen. 
Online: www.andersonfamilyfh.com

Bernice “Bun” Bellanger
Bernice “Bun” Bellanger, 66, of rural Waubun, died April 3 at her home under the lov-

ing care of family and Hospice of the Red River Valley. 
Bernice Louise Keezer was born to Selim and Lorraine (Hubley) Keezer on March 22,

1956, in White Earth.  
She attended school in Waubun and graduated with the class of 1975.  Following grad-

uation, Bun attended the Detroit Lakes    Vo-Tech and achieved her
Medical Secretary certificate.  In 1975, she met Dean Bellanger
and together they raised their family.  Over the years, Bun’s work-
ing career consisted of many years at White Earth Head Start fol-
lowed by 20+ years at White Earth Indian Health Services, where
she was a great advocate for patient care especially for the elders.
Her declining health forced her into retirement and to remain close
to home.  On Oct. 31, 1992, Dean and Bernice made it official and
were united in marriage at Elbow Lake Lutheran Church.  They
have continued to support and love each other through the ups and
downs and make their house a welcoming home for their family
and friends.  

Bun will be remembered as the loving, caring and generous person that she was.  She
always had a smile on her face, willing to help anyone in need and she appreciated a good
laugh.  In her spare time, Bun enjoyed playing cards with her sisters, going to bingo, taking
her chance at the casino and attending pow wows.  However, her most precious memories
were times spent with family, especially all her grandchildren.  She truly loved any family
get togethers like cook outs at the lake, holidays with big meals or just time to visit.
Bernice was a member of Elbow Lake Lutheran Church and during her working years, she
was part of the White Earth IHS Union, was on the White Earth Housing Board and helped
with the Johnson O’Malley Program.  Although gone from this life to soon, she will live
on in the hearts of all who knew and loved her.

Bernice leaves behind her husband, Dean, of rural Waubun; children: Rose (Dave
MaGee) Bellanger of Naytahwaush, Andrea (Ramsey Gibbs) Bellanger of Naytahwaush,
Dean (Desiree Gourneau) Bellanger of Moorhead, Minn., and Shawn Bellanger of rural
Waubun; grandchildren: Alyssa Bellanger, Joshua Bellanger, Damian Gibbs, Marcus
Gibbs, Kaydence Bellanger, Konnor Bellanger, Chandler Smith, Guss Light, Dominicque
Oppegard and Mariah Tibbetts; great-grandchildren: Juaquin, Jaqlynn, Jaydah, Ja’ia and
Ayaabe; sisters: Rose (Doug) Fairbanks of Strawberry Lake, Wanda Bevins of Waubun,
Paula (Mark) Smith of White Earth and Pauline (Scott) Keezer of rural Waubun; brothers,
David (Elaine) Keezer of White Earth and Melvin Keezer Jr. of Waubun; and numerous
nieces, nephews and cousins. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; granddaughter, Kayla MaGee; and brothers:
Robert, Kenneth, Selim, Michael and Guy Keezer.

Blessed be the Memory of Bernice “Bun” Bellanger.
Funeral services were held April 8 at Elbow Lake Lutheran Church in Elbow Lake

Village.
Interment: Vernon Anderson Memorial Cemetery. 
Arrangements: Anderson Family Funeral Home of Mahnomen. 
Online: www.andersonfamilyfh.com

Jacquelyne Elaine (Basswood) Adams
Jacquelyne Elaine (Basswood) Adams, 59, of Ponsford, passed away peacefully at

home on April 8.
Jacquelyne was born April 12, 1962, in Park Rapids, Minn., to Albert and Linda

Basswood. She grew up mostly in the Ponsford area. Jacquelyne
used one of her many talents and passions as a cook for her career
most of her life. She loved visiting with family and friends which
often included large meals, playing games, long walks, listening to
country music or going to the casino.

Jacquelyne is survived by her children: Bruce Leonhardt,
David Adams Sr., Michael, Trinity and Aurora; stepfather, Fred
Leonhardt; grandchildren: Trinity Buckange, Dayton Adams,
David Adams Jr., Angel Adams, Ian Adams, Emirra Wichern, and
Carter Smith; siblings: Donna (Lenny) Smith, Carleen (Lyman)
Fineday, Sandra, Bruce, Brenda, Albert II, Sharon, and Tommy
Basswood; nephews, Leonard and Jimmy Smith; and nieces Blair,

Ashley, and Melynda Fineday, and Heather Roberts; and many more.
She is preceded in death by her parents, Albert Basswood Jr. and Linda Leonhardt;

son, Scott Adams; and sister, Loraine Basswood.
Arrangements:  David-Donehower Funeral Home of Detroit Lakes.
Online: www.daviddonehower.com

The 154th White Earth Reservation
Celebration & Pow Wow is June 10-12
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Aaniin and Boozhoo,
My name is Eugene “Umsy” Tibbetts and I am running

for White Earth Secretary/Treasurer. I want to thank every-
one for supporting my candidacy during the Primary

Election and for advancing our
campaign to the General
Election on June 14, 2022. I
also thank all of the other can-
didates for running for office as
it takes a lot of courage to step
forward and to put your name
out there to help our people.
Tribal leadership is a challeng-
ing endeavor and any person
that wants to help our people
has earned my respect.

For those that are still
learning more about who I am, I previously served on the
Tribal Council as the District 3 Representative from 2016 to
2020. During this time I served as the Vice-Chairman
where we focused on passing meaningful change for the
White Earth Nation and the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe. We
accomplished many things together which includes:

• Issuing direct COVID assistance to members in need
• Constructing a family center in Cass Lake, MN for

White Earth members
• Passing a Referendum on Medical Cannabis for

White Earth members that has since grown to a $6 million
business for the Tribe

• Advancing Treaty Rights with the 1855 Treaty
Authority

• Supporting Veterans by passing benefits for Tribal
Veterans and their families

• Advocating for White Earth homeless by investing
over $1 million to address the issue

At the time we were focused on changing things for the
betterment of everyone that calls White Earth Nation home.
This focus remains the same. I believe that if we put our
members first that we can build a solid foundation for our
programs, services, and business activities.

Those changes were beneficial for everyone and prior-
itized the needs of our members, communities and their
families. This is why I have decided to focus on the follow-
ing areas for my platform:

• Financial Accountability
• Indian Child Welfare (ICW) Accountability and

Restructure
• Elder Affairs Commission
• Tribal Energy Independence
• Returning the White Earth State Forest and the

Tamarac Wildlife Refuge to the Tribe
• Reviewing the Total Spectrum Agreement
• Prioritizing Tribal Businesses
• Supporting treaty rights with the 1855 Treaty

Authority
• Expanding Tribal Medical Cannabis and Tribal Hemp

Businesses
• Building Community Centers that prioritize educa-

tion and culture for our youth and families
There are many other areas that touch our Tribe.

However, I want to focus on a couple of these very specif-
ically as they are immediate.

Indian Child Welfare (ICW)
Recently there has been a lot of discussion on Indian

Child Welfare (ICW). For several years families have
requested changes to the Department and its policies.
Members have also asked for accountability within the
department so that our children and families are being sup-
ported and that reunification remains the ultimate goal. I
strongly support change within the department that can
address the immediate needs of families and to work
towards long-term restructure of the department.

There have been recent cases that must be addressed
and we must work towards finding solutions in the ICW
Department that help our families. I strongly support
recommissioning the ICW Commission so that there is
member oversight of the Department and its policies. An
investigation must be conducted on the program to identify
areas for improvement. As a foster parent and grandparent
I know of these issues first hand.

Financial Accountability and Growth
Since 2018 the Reservation Business Committee

(RBC) has substantially grown its reserves. It was last
reported during the end of Quarter 1 that the Tribe had over
$170 million cash on hand between its grants, ARPA fund-
ing and unrestricted funds. We have grown into one of the
largest employers in northern Minnesota and we are the
largest Tribe in the State.

As Secretary/Treasurer I will continue to issue quarter-
ly reports on the finances at the Regular meeting and I will
make available our annual audit to our members upon

Meet the Candidates for White Earth Secretary-Treasurer

Aaniin Boozhoo Michael “Mike” LaRoque, and I am
respectfully requesting your vote in the up coming General
Election for White Earth Secretary/Treasurer.

HONOR - STRENGTH - COMMITMENT
The Primary focus if elect-

ed is to ensure we work as a
unified governing body, work-
ing to strengthen our capacity
to practice our inherent rights
of self-government and sover-
eignty to ensure sustainable
development and will also
enhance our capacity as a
Tribal Nation to make timely,
strategically informed deci-
sions about our affairs, to
implement those decisions, and
to accomplish both of these

tasks in a way that reflects our Anishinaabe values and
align with priorities of those we serve.

The White Earth Nation continues to face difficult and
challenging realities such as the recent incident involving
abuse of our children placed in foster care. The seriousness
of this case underscores the importance of the protecting
the best interests of our children and ensuring the stability
and security of families and Tribes.

A critical role of government is to ensure representa-
tion and participation of Band members. The White Earth
Nation has a long history of active participation by tribal
members which is critical to ensure accountability of elect-
ed leaders at all levels. While we may have different opin-
ions about issues, we can all agree that participation and

representation are fundamental in our government. All
voices need to be heard and need to have all the informa-
tion. We need to follow our official processes already in
place and ensure that there are fair and transparent ways of
building consensus on ideas and issues that will not impact
us today but will impact our youth and families for years to
come.

Over the past several decades, we have seen the finan-
cial business of the tribe grow into a complex and diverse
system that reflects as operating budget of millions of dol-
lars. This complexity not only requires accountability, but
there also needs to be a shared decision-making process
that supports and reflects the priorities of all band mem-
bers.

There have been multiple decisions made by the RBC
over the years that have an impact on all of us today and in
the future. More recently, many of these decisions have
involved millions of dollars. As the outgoing
Secretary/Treasurer has stated numerous times over the
past several years, White Earth Nation has a thriving and
healthy financial system that involves millions of dollars in
revenue and expenditures. As Secretary/Treasurer, I will
ensure financial decisions reflect a process that is reflects
the greater good of all band members and ensure that there
is transparency with increased opportunities for Band
members to actively participate in these decision-making
activities.

Commission/Boards
While we continue to look at Constitutional Reform,

working to address issues like separation of powers and
enrollment, we continue to have multiple opportunities to
strengthen our sovereignty through enhancing our self-gov-

ernment through representation and participation of Band
members. White Earth Nation has utilized various boards
and commissions over the years for social, economic, and
political purposes. As Secretary/Treasurer, I will work to
increase opportunities to enhance communication between
RBC and Band members to bring forth a broad range of
transparency. We need to expand opportunities for Band
members to participate and help advise on a broad range of
policy issues facing the White Earth Nation. These oppor-
tunities will help ensure key issues that are addressed
through an in-depth examination of all relevant information
and formalize communication with a broad range of ideas
and expertise to guide our decision making at the RBC
level. We need to focus our efforts on our existing boards
and commissions such as ICW, Elders, Enterprise,
Housing, Gaming, Public Utilities, and Youth. We also need
to look at moving forward with a Health Board and the fea-
sibility of an investment Advisory Commission. Over the
past couple of years, we have witnessed the importance of
informed decisions and open communication on issues
related to our health, children, energy, and economic devel-
opment. These issues highlight the importance having
broad participation and expertise in conducting the busi-
ness of the tribe.

ICW
One of the most critical issues we face is relating to

Indian Child Welfare. Protecting and nurturing our children
is one of our most sacred responsibilities we have as
Anishinaabe. There are historical and contemporary impli-
cations of the removal of children in Indian Country that

Michael “Mike” LaRoque

Eugene “Umsy” Tibbetts

See Tibbetts Page 28

See LaRoque Page 28



Wednesday, May 4, 2022 Anishinaabeg Today                                                 23

Meet the Candidates for White Earth District I Rep.

Raymond J. Auginaush Sr. (Incumbent)
I say miigwech for supporting our campaign and for

advancing my candidacy for District I Representative to the
General Election on June 14, 2022. I also want to extend
my appreciation for all of the other candidates that ran for
Tribal Council during the Primary Election. Seeing people

step forward for Tribal leader-
ship takes a lot of courage and
commitment. This deserves to
be recognized. Overall, I am
very thankful for your support
and for earning the top spot on
the ballot this April.

For those voters that are
still learning about who I am,
my name is Raymond
Auginaush, Sr. and I have
decided to seek reelection as
the District I Representative for

the White Earth Nation. I currently serve as the Vice-
Chairman for the Tribal Council and I also serve as the
Chairman of the subcommittee to end homelessness. I hope
to continue this work for another four years.

The past four years have been very busy. As a Tribal
Council we addressed homelessness, medical cannabis, and
we are still weathering the pandemic. Here are some
accomplishments that we achieved:

•  Raised the minimum wage to $16 hour
•  Provided over $5,000 of COVID assistance to indi-

viduals
•  Supported small businesses with direct pandemic

assistance for $30,000 
•  Passed a Referendum on Medical Cannabis and

investing $6 million for the program
•  Renovated 30 homes in District 1 for our members
•  Invested $1 million to end homelessness, created the

Star of the Lakes Hotel, and initiated an 8 tiny home village
in District 1

These accomplishments are a sample of the many
issues and tasks that we work on daily. Our Nation has been
very busy and we have so much left to accomplish. This is
why I am running for Tribal Council so that we can build
communities that all of us can rely on for future genera-
tions. My platform focuses on our communities, economic
development, and families:

•  Community Council Support
•  Indian Child Welfare (ICW) Reform
•  Elder Affairs Commission
•  Reservation Tiny Home Villages
•  Tribal Medical Cannabis Program
•  Supporting the 1855 Treaty Authority
•  Energy Independence for the Tribe and reducing

energy costs for residents
I believe that by focusing on these areas we can move

District I forward in a progressive way. We have done so
much together over the past four years, and I still think that
we can build a better future for our families.

Candidate Background
I am 63 years old and I’ve been married to my wife

Karen for 38 years. We have four children who have
blessed us with 12 grandchildren, and we have welcomed
four great grandchildren. 

I’ve lived my whole life in District I—except for six
years and three of them I served in the Army, and the other
three years I lived in Mankato. I’m running for reelection as
the District I Representative because the great work we are
doing must continue. Members feel that I am fair and hon-
est. One who will listen and make change so that we have
a voice in District I. I believe that by working together we
can make a difference for the betterment of our great White
Earth Nation.

Making a difference starts with healthcare. I have
planned to open the Rice Lake Clinic and it is expected to
open this Spring to provide members with triage care and
assistance at the Rice Lake Community Center.

Indian Child Welfare (ICW) needs to be reformed. Too
many of our families are being broken apart and too many
children are being subject to abuse. Our ICW Department
must be reviewed for potential changes that are immediate
and for long-term structural changes. I am in favor of
reform and I will advocate for it on the Tribal Council.

The drug epidemic is destroying our people. We need
to continue to support our services and programs for our
people to receive care in a timely manner. For those indi-
viduals that bring drugs onto the Reservation, I have voted
to ban them from the Reservation. This is a serious matter
that requires serious actions to protect our communities.

For our Elders I have supported increased funding. We
have fully funded the Council of Elders this year and we
have expanded services into an Elder Affairs Commission
to help develop our programs. Services that we expanded
include roof snow removal, leaf removal, and fully funding
yard care for Elders. Many of our Elders provide care and
support for their children and grandchildren and they
deserve the support of the Tribe. I will continue this work if
I’m reelected.

Combined with the accomplishments of the
Reservation and our platform moving forward, I strongly
believe that we can continue to make White Earth Nation a
great place to call home. I encourage everyone to get out
and vote so that their voices are heard. Please contact me at
218-407-3618 or at rauginaush503@gmail.com.

I humbly ask for your support on June 14, 2022 in the
General Election.

Henry George Fox
Aaniin Boozhoo Gaawaabaabiganikaag, my name is

Henry G. Fox; I am married to Mickie J. (Bevins) Fox.  We
have a huge family with many grandchildren.  

These are my priorities as District 1 Representative. I
have listened to the concerns of
the people and I will be there
for them and help them as
much as I can. We have many
issues within our reservation
that need to be addressed. 

Housing is greatly needed
as it has been a significant
statement expressed by the peo-
ple. There are many homes
damaged and abandoned which
need to be repaired so we can
utilize them. We also need

transparency in this process throughout board meetings. 
ICW has always been a difficult area due to its pur-

pose. As in everything, there is room for improvement and
growth to better serve our children and families. As a mem-
ber of the Tribal Council, I will work to re-establish trust in
our ICW program, ensuring accountability and fairness for
all involved.  I will work to reinstate the ICW Board to help
oversee the program, with enforcement authority, to ensure
that the program is operating as it should. 

We should also have a board to address the issues our
people have with law enforcement. Our people need to be
treated with fairness and their individual rights must be pro-

tected. 
The sobriety of our people is very important, our cul-

ture and traditions never had alcohol and drugs. We should
develop a treatment/detox center within the reservation so
that our people don’t have to travel far and learn how to live
Minobimaadiziwin here at home. 

White Earth land is vital to us. We need to look into
how much land we own- on and off reservation. Our Bagley
casino was built with the input of our people. I want to
expand the casino so it is enjoyable for all. 

Our gaming commission needs to look into our
employees concerns with a practical response so they can
be empowered to succeed in employment and also stick to
our policies and procedures. 

Ojibwe culture and revitalization:
We need to bring back ceremonies for our waterways,

Manoomin and communities. We need to dive into our cul-
ture and get back to our Anishinaabe ways. Our Ojibwe lan-
guage needs to be revitalized because out of almost 18,000
members and the largest Native American tribe in
Minnesota there is less than 30 fluent Ojibwe speakers. We
need easily accessed Ojibwe language programming for
our young people whether it is classroom or compact disk
programs. 

Having a program within the Conservation Division
will help our elders & handicapped members to access tra-
ditional foods and increase their capability to get back to
original healthy food sources. 

Our urban and off the White Earth reservation mem-

bers also have various needs we need to expand. We
already own various buildings in the cities and having a
community center for them is important for various needs.
For human services, working with them so our people are
cared for; EBT, MFIP, homeless housing, sober living, and
much more there are grants which can help with this. Like
the grant that the Rice Lake Community Council was a part
of with the homeless homes coming to Rice Lake
Community. 

We as a tribe should be more focused on creating better
services for all our people, including homeless shelters, real
facilities for our boys and girls clubs, and a treatment center
here on the reservation. Our services should available in the
night time and weekends when more are vulnerable for
using. 

One big issue is our elders having to go off the reser-
vation for nursing home. We should build our own here on
our reservation.

Our work force should expand having  more to offer
not only the tribe but both our casinos. We should be work-
ing closely with day labor and getting higher paying jobs
through TERO. Our workforce should also have on-the-job
training in some positions and through our water and sewer
and the BIA roads department in order for our people to get
their CDLs or even their Class A drivers license. 

The most important thing to remember is that we can
accomplish anything when we work together and think of
See Fox Page 28
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The White Earth Celebration Powwow is June 10-12

Meet the Candidates for White Earth District II Rep.

Tara Mason
Boozhoo District II
District II members I ask for your support in the

upcoming General Election.  There is a lot that we need to
accomplish, and we should not need to wait any longer for
these things. We need Community Centers in Mahnomen,

Waubun, and Naytahwaush.
All the other communities on
the Reservation have them, we
should not be left out. Once we
have our community centers,
we can start offering more
events and creating more
opportunities. 

If you elect me, I will hold
community meetings to have
discussions and gather ideas
and feedback on how you
would like me to proceed and

when necessary, how to vote at the RBC table. I want to
work with the Community Councils and provide support in
everyway possible for their events and what they offer to
their communities. I would like to see each of the
Community Councils have a non-profit status, so what we
don’t accomplish through the RBC we can accomplish with
the Community Councils for our district. We should expand
the Community Service Officer program to help accom-
plish this. 

District II should have a business incubator for all our
members to have a physical site for their businesses and
those who in the process of building their business. We can
create a position just to help new businesses get off the
ground, through trainings and resource gathering for our
members to succeed in pursing their dreams. This will only
make us stronger and provide more opportunities for all of
us. 

I would like to work with the Natural Recourse
Division to start reintroducing many of traditional plants.
We have many areas where Cedar trees would thrive, where
blueberries could grow. I would like to hold canning events
in each of the Community Centers. When talking to an
elder she had mentioned a Warriors Society where our
younger people would hunt deer and bring them to our
Elders. At our Naytahwaush Community Council we have
spoken about this, how we could get venison out to the
elders. We could expand this program to include fish and
other sources of food. These are things that should be hap-
pening every year, seasonally, not as a one-time event. Our
children need to know how to gather and process our foods
and I know we can make this happen. 

There is so much opportunity to strengthen all our edu-
cational systems. We can provide short term training for our
adults as well as create support for our members who are
pursing higher education. Our Tribal College is right here
in our District, as well as our Workforce Center. Let’s build

this into something that offers what our members need, no
matter where they are at in their path to their career. Let’s
support members in becoming plumber, electricians, and
other highly needed skilled positions, as well as supporting
members in becoming our accountants, teachers, nurses,
and professionals. And make sure there are positions open
for them when they return with their education. 

There are so many things we can accomplish and do
that it is difficult to address all the areas in this article. I will
dedicate my time to if you elect me District II
Representative to what is needed for all our District mem-
bers. Please know I am not scared to address the hard issues
as well. We do need change and I am willing to work on
these issues. I believe that we should always understand
how systems work and from there come up with ideas on
how to correct them or make things better. I believe we
should be building opportunities for all of us and I know we
can do this. 

I will be going door to door, if you have any questions,
please feel free to ask me. If I miss your house, please con-
tact me and I will stop in. If elected I will work hard to cre-
ate opportunities for all members, I will listen and have
open forums in Mahnomen, Waubun and Naytahwaush. I
will make myself available to listen and respond. 

I ask for your support on June 14th. Let’s make posi-
tive change for our District! 

Eugene Sommers
Boozhoo Anishinaabe! The campaign trail has

been good to me thus far. During my visits in the
community I’ve heard many ideas regarding pro-
gramming for our youth and elders. In order for these
ideas to become reality we have to invest in infra-

structure to house these
programs. Many of our
community centers are
used for government
operations. It’s difficult
to have access to these
facilities due to lack of
dedicated community
space.

Something that wor-
ries me very much is our
B&G Club facilities or
the lack thereof. Some of

our clubs have leaking ceilings, are too small to serve
the community or have no facility at all. I feel this is
an essential program that teaches our children skills
they need to thrive. These conditions are unaccept-
able, we need to allocate funding and provide ade-
quate facilities. This may appear as a costly expense
but the cost of losing our youth to drugs and alcohol
is far greater. This would be a direct investment into
our communities and prevention services. 

I want to acknowledge all the Urban
Organizations (Urban Indigenous Legacy Initiative)
that have taken the time to meet with me regarding
the needs of our urban population. Many times our
members living in urban areas receive little to no
support from their Tribe. This is an issue I hope to
dissolve by establishing a working relationship with
our Urban Organizations. Supporting these
Organizations is more effective than attempting to

duplicate services and competing against each other.
We need to focus on making these services more
accessible to our members. I believe that can happen
quickly and effectively with partnerships and collab-
orations. The funding we have for Urban support
should be allocated to fund a “Urban Director”, this
position will facilitate collaborations and improve
Urban representation. 

I believe in long term planning and that's what I
will focus on as an elected official. Compared to
other Tribal Nations, we lack key infrastructures to
ensure a strong, prosperous and sustainable Nation.
Ojibwe people have experienced struggles before but
always found a way to adapt and thrive. I believe
now is our time for resurgence. 

What I’m hearing in the community:
Elder Advocates - Ensuring our elders are safe,

healthy and have access to services. 
B&G Club - Desperately in need of new facili-

ties.
ICWA Commission - A review board that

ensures best practice and accountability.
Mental Health - Having access to services to

address trauma. 
Prevention Services - Routine check-ups to

assess and prevent disparities.
Upcoming Forums:
- Cass Lake, May 12, 2022 
(White Earth Family Center)
- Minneapolis, May 21, 2022 
(American Indian Center)
I would like to take this opportunity to ask for

your vote to fill the vacant District 2 seat. Please get
out and vote June 14, 2022. 

Miigwech!
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WE TRAFFIC COURT 
In the Matter of Douglas Jon Doerfler;
DOB: 08/16/1999
Summons for Appear in Court

Court File No. T20-0162 and T22-0196

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that on May 25,
2022, at 10:00 a.m. an Initial Hearing on the
traffic citation will be held at the White Earth
Tribal Court at 35500 Eagle View Road
Ogema, MN 56569. You are asked to contact
Court Administration at 218-983-4648, ext.
5757 to receive a copy of the citation. If you
fail to appear for this hearing, the Court may
find you in default and/or held in contempt of
court.
Dated: April 25, 2022

Patricia “Patty” Lynn Clark
Patricia “Patty” Lynn Clark, was

born on May 10, 1962, in Park Rapids,
Minn., to Glenn and Pearl Clark. 

Patty went to school at Pine Point
in her early years and received her
GED from Park Rapids High School
with the class of 1980. After high
school, and over the years, Patty
worked at Sunnyside Nursing Home as
a CNA, Casey’s as a manager, at
Shooting Star Casino as a cashier and
waitress, and at the 59er as a waitress.

In 1978, she was united in marriage to Laverne Arthur in Pine
Point. The couple had one daughter, Tonya. The couple separated
and she moved to Detroit Lakes with Tonya, then to Arizona for a
short time before returning home to Minnesota.

Patty enjoyed going to “Pow Wows,” playing Keno, and going
to the casino.  But laughing and having fun at family gatherings

were her favorite. She loved children and especially her great-
niece Onna bug. 

The family would like to give a special thank you to Jasmine
Clark, Tyler Tibbitts, Jessica Brown and Samantha Clark for tak-
ing such exceptional care of Patty.

Patty is dearly loved and missed by her daughter, Tonya
Arthur (Jeremy Fleischacker); grandchildren: Courtney (Logan)
Johnson, Britney Mosher (Tony License), Amber Mayberry
(Shane Krause), Devin Monroe, Shawna Monroe and Hailey
Monroe; siblings: Kevin (Barb) Clark, Glenn (Angela) Clark and
Jenene (Doyle) Mayberry; special friend, Terry Larson; and
numerous nieces, nephews and extended family.

Preceding Patty in death are her parents Glenn and Pearl;
grandchild, Austin Zahn; grandparents: Josephine and George
Clark, Glenn Clark and Francis.

Arrangements: David-Donehower Funeral Home of Detroit
Lakes.

Online: www.daviddonehower.com

Obituary

You can reach the Anishinaabeg
Today at 218-983-3285 Ext. 5903 
or today@whiteearth-nsn.gov 



Wednesday, May 4, 2022 Anishinaabeg Today                             27

White Earth Nation has a Facebook page!
www.facebook.com/WhiteEarthNation

PP School Meeting Minutes

Pine Point Regular School Board Meeting
Monday, March 14, 2022 @ 5 p.m.

Pine Point School Staff Room
1.0  Roll Call – Meeting called to order by Chairman
Gerald Adams at 5:05 p.m.
Members present – Sara Hunt, Gerald Adams, Michael
Swan, John Swan, Allison Jones, Marva Aitken
Ex-officio – Chris Schulz, Principal
2.0  Recognition of Visitors – Bonnie Meeks
3.0 Approval/Amendment of Agenda – Motion by
Michael Swan to approve the agenda as presented, second-
ed by Sara Hunt.  All in favor.  Motion carried.
4.0  Approval/Amendment of Minutes – Motion by John
Swan to approve the February 7, 2022 minutes as present-
ed, seconded by Allison Jones.  All in favor.  Motion car-
ried.
5.0  Finance
5.1  Treasurer’s Report – Motion by Michael Swan to

approve the Treasurer’s Report for February 2022 as pre-
sented, seconded by Sara Hunt.  All in favor.  Motion car-
ried.
5.2  Payment of Bills & Electronic Funds Transfer &

Debit Card Transactions – Motion by John Swan to approve
the payment of bills for the month of February 2022 in the
amount of $49,362.68 for check #31683 through check
#31736 and the EFT for Federal/State/TRA Payroll Tax &
Debit Card Transactions, seconded by Michael Swan.  All
in favor.  Motion carried.
6.0  Unfinished Business
6.1  No unfinished business

7.0  New Business
7.1 Masks/Social Distancing – Motion by Michael

Swan to stop mandate and make optional, seconded by Sara
Hunt.  All in favor.  Motion carried.
8.0 Principal’s Report - Discussion on End of 3rd
Quarter; MCA Testing; Dog Sledding; Tubing K-6; Bridge
Program; Tribal Consultation; Picture Retakes; Guthrie
Field Trip.  No action needed.
9.0 Public Participation – Culture Camp; Bean Bag
Tournament, Sugar Bush Camp
10.0  Adjournment – Motion by Michael Swan to adjourn
the meeting at 5:25 p.m., seconded by Marva Aitken.  All in
favor.  Motion carried.

Play Diabetes Bingo from home
White Earth Public Health continues to run their
Diabetes Bingo Program on Niijii Radio 89.9 FM and on
White Earth Nation Facebook daily at 3:15 p.m.  This
program is for Elders 55 or over living on the reserva-
tion.  
Bingo cards can be picked up at your local Elderly
Wellness Program site or call Katie at 218-401-3186 and
she will get one for you.  These cards can be re-used
each week – so save your cards – new game starts each
Monday and runs through Friday.  
Any questions or need more information call Katie at
218-401-3186.  Join the fun each week and ask your
friends to play too!

Request for Bid

The White Earth LTCC program is accepting bids for a
HANDICAPPED BATHROOM INSTALLATION to be
done at an individual home located on the White Earth
Reservation.  Modifications must be performed by a
Minnesota licensed contractor and per MN State Code.  All
contractors must pass both White Earth RTC background
and drug testing.  Modifications must follow State guide-
lines, including cost effectiveness.  Payment will be made
in full after final inspection, review of receipts and
approval of completed job.  Bid specifications and loca-
tions are available at the White Earth Tribal Health
Building, 26246 Crane Road, White Earth, MN 56591.  All
BIDS submitted MUST include a diagram/blueprint of the
proposed project and a list of materials, labor, equipment,
etc. or they will be considered incomplete and will not be
accepted.  Due to client confidentiality the bid description
must be picked up in person at the White Earth Tribal
Health Building.  We are open Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-4:30
p.m.  Bids will be accepted until 4:30pm on 5/13/22.

The Celebration of Life for
Robert “Bob” Libby Sr. will be held
Saturday, June 4 at Three Bears Golf
Course from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  There
is a service that will begin at 11 a.m.
with a light lunch to follow.  
We are having a special ‘tin cup’

(7 iron only) golf outing that will
follow for anyone who would like to
participate.  Green fees and cart rental are the participant’s
responsibility.

Celebration of Life

A memorial Celebration of Life
will be held  Saturday, May 21 from
1-4 p.m. at 6849 Memengwaa Lane
NW in Cass Lake, Minn.
Drop by any time and share a

memory of Tim.  Come for a few
minutes of reminiscing for the 2 p.m.
gathering or stay the whole after-
noon. All are welcome to join!   

Celebration of Life

Memorial Feast

A Memorial Feast and Giveaway will be held in honor
of Rod and Joyce HighElk on May 21 starting around 11
a.m. at the White Earth Community Center. Everyone is
welcome to attend.
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Happy Birthday 
to 

Nicole & Crystal
May 1st & 2nd

“Happy Birthday”
Tamara Porter

On May
21st and
Luna 
Rae

on May
26th
Love 

Porter/
Keezer 
family

Happy Birthday 
Casey (Fish Lips)
From 
Dad,
Mom 
and

Family 

April 
17

Happy Birthday
Tamara on May 21st

Luna
Rae 

on May
26th

Love,
Jordan,
Zaiden

and
Andre

Happy Heavenly Birthday
Uncle Tim!

There is not a day that goes by
that I don’t think of you.

I love and
miss you
so very
much!
Love, 
Paula

(Norcross)
Brown
May 8th

Happy 80th Birthday 
Edwin 

“Butch” Smith 
Love, your girls and 

grandkiddos.
May 4

Happy Birthday Michael
Tibbetts from your Family

and Friends
“Make sure and have a 

Jack and Coke for all of us.”  
Love you!
May 18

Happy 8th Birthday 
JJ

Love,
Mom,
Dad,
and

Family

Howah AdsLaRoque from Page 22

Tibbetts from Page 22

Fox from Page 23

resonate with our people on many levels.
Historically, Native American children have been
removed from our families as a part of colonization
which continues to affect our people. The resulting
trauma and grief are something that impacts all of us
especially when it comes to issues of abuse and
neglect that results in placement of our children in
foster care. 

There is absolute concern about accountability
and restoring the trust of the people that the funda-
mental intent of the Indian Child Welfare is honored,
and all processes implemented and always followed.
The safety and need of our children must be a priority
at every step especially when a child or children need
to be removed. We must remain committed to pro-
moting the best interests and the complex needs of
our children and families including making sure our
families are able to access services before removal
from the home, and if necessary, the focus on ensur-

ing our families receive the services and support are
equally important.

As the Secretary/Treasurer, I will ensure we
allow the audit to be complete and investigations
complete, so we have all the facts and necessary find-
ing to focus our efforts on the identified strategies
and solutions. Our top priority must be ensuring ICW
is compliant with all legal regulations and all child
welfare and adoption proceeding. We need to recon-
vene and strengthen the ICW Commission as
described in the Tribal Ordinance/code and make
sure that there is proper oversight with effective
mechanisms in place for accountability, consistency,
and fairness to ensure we are promoting the best
interests of our future generations.

Please get out and vote on General Election June
14, 2022

Miigwech

request. We need to protect our resources and I will
be sure to meet with financial staff and our financial
institutions to make sure that our funds are properly
safeguarded.

As Secretary/Treasurer I will also identify other
areas that will help grow our reserves. Medical
Cannabis can be beneficial to our members health
and wellbeing, and it can be financially successful
for our Tribe. Energy opportunities in the renewable
energy sector can also help grow our financial port-
folio. Bottom line, we need to focus on economic
development to create jobs and to support Tribal
small businesses.

Miigwech
Once again, I want to thank everyone for their

support during this campaign. I encourage you to
vote on June 14, 2022 and if needed to request your
absentee ballot from the Election Board. Please keep
in mind that if you are going to vote by mail that it
takes time so be sure to get this done early.

I think that we have a very good set of candi-
dates for Tribal Council this year. No matter the out-
come for the election, it has been an honor to repre-
sent you in the past and it will be an honor to repre-
sent you again in the future if I am elected as the next
Secretary/Treasurer.

My thoughts and prayers are with our members,
families, and communities of the great White Earth
Nation.

our future generations. This will be my goal and
approach as your District I Representative. 

On June 14th, 2022 I am humbly asking for your
support. 

Miigwech Gaawaabaabiganikaag Anishinaabeg
District 1

Please vote Henry G. Fox   

RREMINDEREMINDER!!
Howah Ads are $5 with a

picture or $4 without. 
All payments must 

be made in advance.
No exceptions
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WE CHILDREN’S COURT 
In the Matter of the Welfare of the Child(ren) of: 
Tiffany Hvezda, Mother; and
Anthony Neeland, Alleged Father; 
Child’s DOB 11/18/2021
Summons of Petition and Hearing Notice

Court File No.  CC21-0666

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that on
November 22, 2021, a Petition for
Child(ren) in Need of Protection or Services
was filed with the White Earth Tribal Court
regarding your child(ren) under Court File
No. CC21-0666. A continued pretrial con-
ference on the matter is scheduled for June
3, 2022, at 10:00 A.M. You are asked to
contact White Earth Tribal Court
Administration located at the RTC
Building, 35500 Eagleview Road, Ogema,
Minnesota at 218-983-4648 for further
information.  If you fail to appear for this
hearing, the court may proceed on the mer-
its of the petition through a finding of
default, and enter an order that may affect
your parental rights to provide care, custody
and control of the child(ren) subject to this
petition
Dated: April 22, 2022
Jennifer Cross, 
Attorney for WE Indian Child Welfare 
PO Box 238, 
White Earth, MN 56591

WE CHILDREN’S COURT 
In the Matter of the Welfare of the Child(ren) of: 
Ellen Deegan, Mother;
Alberto Sandoval, Father;
Regarding the child(ren): DOB 06/08/2006;
07/20/2007; 05/23/2015; and 05/30/2009
Summons of Petition and Hearing Notice

Court File No.  CC20-0069-0071

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that on April
5, 2022, a Petition for Suspension of
Parental Rights, was filed with the White
Earth Tribal Court regarding your child(ren)
under Court File No. CC20-0069-0071. A
continued admit/deny hearing on the matter
is scheduled for June 14, 2022 at 9:30 a.m.
before the Honorable David DeGrout.  You
are asked to contact White Earth Tribal
Court Administration located at the RTC
Building, 35500 Eagleview Road, Ogema,
Minnesota at 218-983-4648 for further
information.  If you fail to appear for this
hearing, the court may proceed on the mer-
its of the petition through a finding of
default, and enter an order that may affect
your parental rights to provide care, custody
and control of the child(ren) subject to this
petition.
Dated: April 28, 2022
Jennifer Cross, 
Attorney for WE Indian Child Welfare 
PO Box 238, 
White Earth, MN 56591

WE CHILDREN’S COURT 
In the Matter of the Welfare of the Child(ren) of: 
Michelle Stevens, Mother;
Andrew Straub, Father;
Regarding the child(ren): DOB 04/05/2007;
and 04/04/2008
Summons of Petition and Hearing Notice

Court File No.  CC19-0915-0916

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that on April
4, 2022, a Petition for Suspension of
Parental Rights, was filed with the White
Earth Tribal Court regarding your child(ren)
under Court File No. CC19-0915-0916. A
continued admit/deny hearing on the matter
is scheduled for May 31, 2022 at 10:30 a.m.
before the Honorable David DeGrout.  You
are asked to contact White Earth Tribal
Court Administration located at the RTC
Building, 35500 Eagleview Road, Ogema,
Minnesota at 218-983-4648 for further
information.  If you fail to appear for this
hearing, the court may proceed on the mer-
its of the petition through a finding of
default, and enter an order that may affect
your parental rights to provide care, custody
and control of the child(ren) subject to this
petition.
Dated: April 28, 2022
Jennifer Cross, 
Attorney for WE Indian Child Welfare 
PO Box 238, 
White Earth, MN 56591

WE CHILDREN’S COURT 
In the Matter of the Welfare of the Child(ren) of: 
Reanna Buckanaga, Mother;
Darren Wadena, Sr., Father;
Regarding the child(ren): DOB 01/07/2013;
06/25/2014; 05/23/2015; and 09/11/2016
Summons of Petition and Hearing Notice

Court File No.  CC21-0330-0333

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that on
March 22, 2022, a Petition for Suspension
of Parental Rights, was filed with the White
Earth Tribal Court regarding your child(ren)
under Court File No. CC21-0330-0333. A
continued admit/deny hearing on the matter
is scheduled for June 2, 2022 at 10:00 a.m.
before the Honorable Megan Treuer.  You
are asked to contact White Earth Tribal
Court Administration located at the RTC
Building, 35500 Eagleview Road, Ogema,
Minnesota at 218-983-4648 for further
information.  If you fail to appear for this
hearing, the court may proceed on the mer-
its of the petition through a finding of
default, and enter an order that may affect
your parental rights to provide care, custody
and control of the child(ren) subject to this
petition.
Dated: April 28, 2022
Jennifer Cross, 
Attorney for WE Indian Child Welfare 
PO Box 238, 
White Earth, MN 56591

WE CHILDREN’S COURT 
In the Matter of the Welfare of the Child(ren) of: 
Darilyn Cloud, Mother;
Jared Keezer, Father;
Marissa Keezer, Guardian; 
Regarding the child(ren): DOB 11/13/2012
Summons of Petition and Hearing Notice

Court File No.  CC20-0640

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that on April
22, 2022, a Petition for Transfer of Legal
and Physical Custody, was filed with the
White Earth Tribal Court regarding your
child(ren) under Court File No. CC20-0640.
A continued admit/deny hearing on the mat-
ter is scheduled for May 31, 2022 at 10:00
a.m. before the Honorable David DeGrout.
You are asked to contact White Earth Tribal
Court Administration located at the RTC
Building, 35500 Eagleview Road, Ogema,
Minnesota at 218-983-4648 for further
information.  If you fail to appear for this
hearing, the court may proceed on the mer-
its of the petition through a finding of
default, and enter an order that may affect
your parental rights to provide care, custody
and control of the child(ren) subject to this
petition.
Dated: April 28, 2022
Jennifer Cross, 
Attorney for WE Indian Child Welfare 
PO Box 238, 
White Earth, MN 56591

WE TRAFFIC COURT 
In the Matter of Autumn Leigh Alvarado;
DOB: 06/14/1998
Summons for Appear in Court

Court File No. T22-0140

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that on May 25,
2022, at 10:00 a.m. an Order to Show Cause
Hearing on the traffic citation will be held at
the White Earth Tribal Court at 35500 Eagle
View Road Ogema, MN 56569. You are asked
to contact Court Administration at 218-983-
4648, ext. 5757 to receive a copy of the cita-
tion. If you fail to appear for this hearing, the
Court may find you in default and/or held in
contempt of court.
Dated: April 28, 2022

WE TRAFFIC COURT 
In the Matter of Tiffany Marie Anderson;
DOB: 09/17/1986
Summons for Appear in Court

Court File No. T22-0078

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that on May 25,
2022, at 10:00 a.m. an Order to Show Cause
Hearing on the traffic citations will be held at
the White Earth Tribal Court at 35500 Eagle
View Road Ogema, MN 56569. You are asked
to contact Court Administration at 218-983-
4648, ext. 5757 to receive a copy of the cita-
tion. If you fail to appear for this hearing, the
Court may find you in default and/or held in
contempt of court.
Dated: April 28, 2022

WE TRAFFIC COURT 
In the Matter of Justina Rae Richey; DOB:
01/28/2004
Summons for Appear in Court

Court File No. T22-0118

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that on May 25,
2022, at 10:00 a.m. an Order to Show Cause
Hearing on the traffic citations will be held at
the White Earth Tribal Court at 35500 Eagle
View Road Ogema, MN 56569. You are asked
to contact Court Administration at 218-983-
4648, ext. 5757 to receive a copy of the cita-
tion. If you fail to appear for this hearing, the
Court may find you in default and/or held in
contempt of court.
Dated: April 28, 2022

WE TRAFFIC COURT 
In the Matter of Derrick Wayde Alvarado
Jr.; DOB: 11/11/1999
Summons for Appear in Court

Court File No. T22-0158 and T22-0159

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that on May 25,
2022, at 10:00 a.m. an Order to Show Cause
Hearing on the traffic citations will be held at
the White Earth Tribal Court at 35500 Eagle
View Road Ogema, MN 56569. You are asked
to contact Court Administration at 218-983-
4648, ext. 5757 to receive a copy of the cita-
tion. If you fail to appear for this hearing, the
Court may find you in default and/or held in
contempt of court.
Dated: April 28, 2022

WE TRAFFIC COURT 
In the Matter of Shayna Renee King; DOB:
12/24/1999
Summons for Appear in Court

Court File No. T22-0142

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that on May 25,
2022, at 10:00 a.m. an Initial Hearing (2nd
Attempt) on the traffic citation will be held at
the White Earth Tribal Court at 35500 Eagle
View Road Ogema, MN 56569. You are asked
to contact Court Administration at 218-983-
4648, ext. 5757 to receive a copy of the cita-
tion. If you fail to appear for this hearing, the
Court may find you in default and/or held in
contempt of court.
Dated: April 28, 2022

WE TRAFFIC COURT 
In the Matter of Kenneth Lee Jackson;
DOB: 03/19/1978
Summons for Appear in Court

Court File No. T22-0200

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that on May 25,
2022, at 10:00 a.m. an Initial Hearing on the
traffic citation will be held at the White Earth
Tribal Court at 35500 Eagle View Road
Ogema, MN 56569. You are asked to contact
Court Administration at 218-983-4648, ext.
5757 to receive a copy of the citation. If you
fail to appear for this hearing, the Court may
find you in default and/or held in contempt of
court.
Dated: April 25, 2022

The 154th Annual White Earth Celebration Pow Wow is June 10-12

Attention AT Readers
Let us know if you have moved in the
so we can cancel your old address.  
Email: today@whiteearth-nsn.gov
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Attention New Homeowners 
& Existing Homeowners

If you are in need of a Well and Sewer System for your
house/ trailer home you can contact White Earth Water
& Sewer for an application as we receive grants.

Requirements to qualify for the grants are:
* Tribal Enrolled member

* Reside on the White Earth Reservation
* Show proof of land (Land Deed/Tribal Land 
agreement) and proof of homeownership

* 18 years of age or older
* Must have electricity, heat source, and interior

plumbing to the home
* Income verification 

(some existing home owners grants require) 
Contact us at 218-983-3202

IN NEED OF SEPTIC PUMPING?
If you need your sewer system pumped call 
the White Earth Water & Sewer Department

at 218-983-3202
Tribal Enrolled Elders (55 & older) - $25

Tribal Enrolled Members (54 & younger) - $80
Non-enrollees (any age) - $115
White Earth Businesses - $115

Other Businesses - $120
(You must live on the White Earth Reservation)

2022 Election2022 Election
CalendarCalendar

May 12:  Last Day for Decision on Appeal.  (10 days
from hearing on appeal).
May 13: Notice of General Election (or earlier if no
appeal)
May 13:  TEC provides ballots for General Election (or
earlier if no appeal)
June 14:  General Election 
(Polling Place open from 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.) 

June 15: General Reservation Election Board certifies
results of Election.  Prior to 8 p.m.
June 16: General Reservation Election Board pub-
lishes Election results
June 17: Deadline for Request for Recount. (Filed
with General Election Board prior to 5 p.m.)
June  21: 4:30 p.m. - Deadline for Notice of Contest.
(Filed with Reservation Election Judge and Executive
Director of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe).
June 22: Decision on Request for Recount and
Results of Recount, if allowed (or 21 if request for
Recount is filed before deadline)
July 1: Deadline for Decision on Contest for General
Election
July 5: 4:30 p.m. - Deadline for appeal to Court of
Election Appeals. Filed with Executive Director of the
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe and Reservation Tribunal
rendering Decision (or within 3 days of decision of
Contest)
July 8: Record of contest forwarded to Court of
Election Appeals (at least 2 days prior to the Hearing
date)
July 12: Last Day for Hearing on Appeal. (Hearing
within 7 days notice of appeal)
July 22:  Deadline for decision of Court of Appeal.
(Or 10 days from Hearing on Appeal)
Day following Decision of Appeal: Winning candi-
date prevailing on appeal takes office. 

Thank You

Thank you to our family and friends for all your kind-
ness during Bun’s illness and passing.  Your visits, calls,
cards, food and flowers were greatly appreciated.  Thank
you to our New Dimensions Home Health nurse, our
White Earth Home Health nurses, and hospice for your
kindness and compassionate care.  Thank you Anderson
Funeral Home, the pallbearers, Pastor Tim Brown and
Pastor Paul Larson, as well as Bun’s nieces for helping in
the kitchen.  A special thank you to Melanie McMichaels
for being part of the family for the last 15 months and tak-
ing care of Bun.  

From the Family of Bernice “Bun” Bellanger
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White Earth Reservation Council
of Elders 

2022 Monthly Meeting Dates
Every First Tuesday

Naytahwaush - June 7
Rice Lake - July 5

4White Earth - August 2
Mahnomen - September 6
Naytahwaush - October 4
Rice Lake - November 2
White Earth - December 6

All meetings are held at the village nutrition site after lunch 

All Elders 55+ are welcome to join.
NO membership fee. 

Requirements to attend bi-annual National Indian
Conference on Aging (NICOA) are:
a. Non-Indians can be non-voting members
b. Attend scheduled meetings on a regular basis.
(At least four per year)
c. Participation in fund raisers
d.  Attend scheduled trips when registered
e. Executive board meetings as needed only

*No meetings are held during the months of
January, February or March because of the weather.
We pride ourselves on safety for our elders. 

Practice and maintain good health, exercise,
beware of scams, and have a safety plan.  Secure a
Lifeline as needed.  Take care of each other and honor
our veterans and all spiritual choices.

Lake Grove Township
Monthly Meeting Notice

Notice is hereby given to the citizens of Lake Grove
Township, County of Mahnomen, State of Minnesota,
that the monthly Township meeting will be held May
17.   The meeting will  commence at 7:30 p.m. at the
Jerome Wolbeck residence.

Lori Tibbetts, Clerk  - Town of Lake Grove

White Earth Urban Office
The White Earth Urban Office is located at 1730 Clifton
Place, Suite 100, in Minneapolis. Thier phone number is

612-813-1590 and the office is open Monday to Friday from
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Did You Know...
You can read the current and past issues of the

Anishinaabeg Today online at www.whiteearth.com
for free!  The online issues feature more color and
you can read the them right away when the paper
comes out on the first Wednesday of each month.
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There’s no ‘debate’ about it

Submitted photo
Congratulations to Eric Beaupre and Lilly Dayton for their recent
third-place finish in Dramatic Duo at the Section 8A Speech
Tournament in Fosston, Minn. They also competed in the
Minnesota State Tournament in Apple Valley.  They place 15th out
of 24.  Eric is junior at Waubun High School and is the son of
Michael and Sonia Christianson.  Lilly is also a junior at Waubun
and is the daughter of Karri Heisler. 

Drum ‘family’ thanks RBC

Submitted photos

The “White Earth Drum Family” would like to thank the
Reservation Business Committee for helping us get to drum and
dance at the Time Out Powwow in Grand Forks, N.D. Miigwech!

Elders from Page 6

- Current sitting member of the White Earth
Reservation Business Committee

The calendar for the Elders Commission Election
will be as follows: 
May 9:  8 a.m. – Opening of period for filing for
office.
June 13:  4:30 p.m. – Closing of period for filing for
office.
July 1: Deadline for Certification of Candidates
July 6: Deadline to file contest re: Certification of
Candidates
July 8: Deadline for decision on certification
contest(s)
July 11: Notice of Election and Ballots provided
Aug. 9:  8 a.m. – 8 p.m. Election for Elders
Commission
Aug. 10:  Election results certified
Aug. 11:  Election results published
Aug. 12:  Deadline for Request for Recount
Aug. 16:  Deadline for Notice of Contest
Aug. 26:  Deadline for Decision on Contest
Aug. 30:  Deadline for Notice of Appeal
Sept. 2:  Record forwarded to Appellate panel

Sept. 6:  Last day for Hearing on Appeal
Sept. 6: Winning candidates assume office unless
Appeal is pending
Sept. 16:  Deadline for Decision on Appeal
Sept. 17:  Winning candidate prevailing in the Appeal
takes office
Voter Requirements:

Because the elections are to establish the Elders
Commission, to be eligible to vote, the following cri-
teria must be met: 

-  Is an enrolled member of the White Earth Band
of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe; and 

-  Is at least 55 years old on or before the date of
the election; and 

-  Must reside within the exterior boundaries of the
White Earth Reservation or within 25 miles of the
nearest reservation boundary; and 

-  Must be registered to vote within their designat-
ed district for a least the 12-month period immediately
preceding the date established for the election

Interested Candidates may obtain an application at
the White Earth RTC Headquarters and at the Election
Board Office in Mahnomen.

Highlights of the Circle of Life Academy Powwow

Photos by Gary W. Padrta
The annual Circle of Life Academy Powwow
was held April 29 in the school’s gymnasium. 


