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WWHATHAT’’SS IINSIDENSIDE!!
Page 7: New homes are
being constructed in Rice
Lake Village.
Page 12: Students at Ogema
Elementary School recently
honored area Veterans.
Page 16: The Waubun
School Forest Ski Hut is
gearing up for the winter
season.
Page 17: See highlights of
the White Earth Veterans
Powwow.
Attention readers: If you
move you must contact us to
update your addresss in
order to keep receiving your
paper. Email: www.today@
whiteearth-nsn.gov

Photo by Hallie Clark

The Mahnomen-Waubun Thunderbirds football team finished the season with a 10-1 record.  This team
photo was taken after defeating Ada-Borup 16-14 at the Fargodome to solidify the Thunderbirds’ third-
straight Section 8A championship.

Thunderbirds end season at US Bank Stadium
By Sue Gruman Kraft
Mahnomen Pioneer

The Mahnomen-Waubun Thunderbirds Football
Team ended the 2023 Fall Football Season at the US
Bank Stadium in the State Class A Semi-Finals Game
vs. the Springfield Tigers. The Springfield Tigers
won 36-12. The Thunderbirds made us proud, with a
10-1 season record.

Coach John Clark Jr. commented: “It was a
tough game for us.  Springfield was every bit as good
as advertised. They had tremendous speed, good size
and strength.   Offensively, we just couldn’t sustain
any momentum in the first three quarters.   We would
get a couple of first downs, but then put ourselves in
too many third and long situations which is not our
forte.  We also had five turnovers which ended up
being huge momentum swings.”

“Defensively, we played great against the run
the entire game. Unfortunately, their speed hurt us in
the passing game.  They connected on several nice
passes to get or keep momentum. The highlight of the
game for me was when Springfield had first and goal
at the half yard line and our boys stopped them from
scoring! Even though the outcome of the game was
decided, they dug in and won the next play! That
showed great character and determination.”

Springfield is a very worthy contender for the
state championship.  They forced us into mistakes
and capitalized on most of them.  Our boys fought
until the bitter end.   We just came up short on the
scoreboard.  But the coaches couldn't be prouder of
the effort and class we showed in defeat.”

“The team accomplished a lot this season and
should be proud of themselves as well.   It was a great
year with a lot of lifetime memories made!  Thanks
to all the fans who have supported us all season.  It is
truly appreciated!”

The Springfield Tigers were leading 28-0 at the
half of the game, and they led throughout the game,

making five touchdowns and scoring their 36 points,
prior to two touchdowns for the Thunderbirds, both
in the fourth quarter.

Boys & Girls Club Powwow

Photo by Gary W. Padrta

Submitted photo

The Boys and Girls Club of White Earth held their American
Heritage Month Powwow on Nov. 22 at the Pine Point School. New
Boys and Girls Club Royalty are Brave - Anthony Niingozis Chiltion
of Rochert and Princess - Cielito Ivana Diaz of Pine Point.

Photos by Hallie Clark

Top: Tanner Stech attempts a extra point kick after
a touchdown.  Dominick Neisen was the place hold-
er. Bottom: Blake McMullen scored on a 8-yard
touchdown run. 

See Football Page 27
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This is what healing, reconciliation can look like
By Amy Myszko, 
Program Manager
Niibi Center

The Niibi Center has been continuing to deepen part-
nerships with St. Benedict’s and St. John’s Universities in
order to work towards healing and reconciliation from gen-
erational trauma that White Earth Tribal members and
descendants experienced (and continue to experience) dur-
ing and after the Boarding School era. 

The Dioses of these Universities have been collaborat-
ing the White Earth Tribal Historical Preservation Officer
(THPO) Jaime Arsinault and members of the Niibi Center’s
staff, amongst others, to repatriate archival documents from
the Boarding Schools that were historically run by these
institutions back to the White Earth Tribe. Professor Ted
Gordon and some incredible students under his direction,
have spent countless hours transcribing thousands of pages
of handwritten documents in order that they can be cata-
logued and ultimately preserved digitally.

The Niibi Center is acting as one of the cultural advi-
sors regarding how these documents should be digitally
archived and who should have access to them. Along with
the THPO and representatives from the Universities and the
Abbey, we will be working to create a plan for how to dig-
itize, store, protect and mindfully share the information in
a culturally respectful manner. Arsinault has also been piv-
otal in ensuring that appropriate documents from the
archived material are made available for elders who cannot
wait the years it will take to digitally archive and preserve
the many thousands of pages of documents that the
Universities are repatriating to the Tribe. 

This collaboration builds on work that the Niibi
Center, Gordon and Arsinault have been doing to collect
and archive interviews with boarding school survivors and
their descendants, as well as create healing circles in which
White Earth Tribal members are able to share openly about
boarding school and generational trauma. Students from the
St. John’s and St. Benedict’s have been able to participate
in multiple of these healing sessions and have been actively
building relationships with White Earth community mem-
bers.

The Niibi Center is also excited to begin collaborating
with a local alternative elementary school in Bemidji called
Apple Blossom Village, which serves children from
preschool through 4th grade. We are thrilled to be able to
sponsor scholarships through the Earl and Kathy Hoaglund
Sacred Manoomin Fund for local Indigenous students and
descendants who might not be able to afford the school oth-
erwise. 

Apple Blossom is a unique, Waldorf inspired outdoor
immersion education model that focuses on helping chil-
dren cultivate their relationship with the natural world and
offers the children opportunities to learn languages includ-
ing Anishinaabemowin, as well as regularly bringing in
Indigenous teachers for arts, crafts, stories and games. 

We will be sponsoring a Winter Traditions event to
support Apple Blossom on Saturday, Dec. 9 from noon to 3
p.m. at the Apple Blossom Yurts (the outdoor space at Rail
River Folk School).  The event will feature Indigenous sto-
rytelling, games, crafts, food, fires and fun and it’s free for
all families who wish to come! 

Indigenous families who attend can find out more
about the scholarships and get a free ticket for the Apple
Blossom Winter Wonder Village from 3-6 p.m. that same
day. There are currently open spaces in the Preschool and
Kindergarten classes, you register to have a child placed on
the wait list for the 1st-4th grade classes. 

For more information contact Dacia Dauner at natural-
childhood@gmail.com. 

Next year, the Niibi Center’s language immersion pro-
gram will be collaborating with Apple Blossom for a youth-

focused Ojibwe language immersion day, so stay tuned!
Language reclamation and cultivating traditional knowl-
edge are key components for healing and moving forward
in balance. Through various community collaborations, the
Niibi Center is devoted to support healing from genera-
tional trauma, and we are also devoted to investing in our
future, the children, as both are crucial for our people to
thrive.

Holiday ode to the White Earth
Reservation Ambulance Service

Thanks to WERAS, our rez EMS,
saving lives they’re the best of the best.

All our ambulance heroes
are true treasure, not zeroes;

you can search far—North, East, South, and West.

They know all the facts and the skills,
to do rescue for trauma and ills.

And they also respect
our Ojibwe dialect,

and our culture, on all the four hills.

They know that it’s not quite enough,
when the going gets scary and rough,

just procedure and wit—
their compassion must fit;

and it does, every day, that’s no bluff.

So, when you must call 911
on a day that’s more hurtful than fun,

WERAS earns their top ranks,
think of saying miigwech/thanks,

as your journey to healing’s begun.
_____________ 

Chi-miigwech, Wopila, WERAS EMS crewmembers
for lifesaving kindness, wisdom, and skill,

Carson Gardner, M.D
White Earth Tribal Health Medical Director
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News From Chairman Michael Fairbanks
Aaniin Boozhoo Gaa-waabaabiganikaag

Niminwendam Waabaminaan! 
Manidoo-giizisoons.
Aaniish inaa akawe ninga-gaagiizomaag aadi-

zookaanag.
Anishinaabe Dengwechigaans Biizikan.

Weweni-sago-na.
Greetings White Earth Nation I am Happy to See

You! 
It is already December!
Everyone be safe, stay safe, and Elders and our

people with disabilities please pull out the old masks
and mask up as Covid is on the rise everywhere.

Gichi Manidoo Chi-miigwech for another won-
derful year at Gaawaabaabiganikaag our White Earth
Nation.  I am looking forward to another amazing
year to come. Miigwech to our White Earth member-
ship and employees for all you do for our communi-
ties and Nation as a whole.  

As we are approaching the last days of 2023 and
as we approach the holidays, we are reminded that
it’s a time to celebrate family, friends and the many
things in our lives. For many of us it is also a time to
honor our faith, whatever it may be, and remember
the people important who have made their journeys
and are no longer with us. It’s a time to reflect back
on the year and the New Year 2024 for things to
come. For many of us it’s a time to celebrate our fam-
ily and cultural heritage in whatever form it is.

Our creation stories are very sacred and can only
be told when there is snow covering the ground. So I
am going to explain where Nanaboozhoo came from
in case anyone ever wondered. By Basil Johnston’s
account Nanaboozhoo is the youngest of four broth-
ers: Cheeby-aub, Pukawiss, and Maudjee-kawis.
Their mother is Winonah, whose name means, first
born daughter, and is actually a Dakota name. She is
the daughter of Nookomis, Grandmother Moon.
Winoah passed away a few days after giving birth to
Nanaboozhoo so her mother Nookomis cared for him
thereafter. 

Long ago, in a time when Mother Earth was still
young, lived our great Anishinaabe hero
Nanaboozhoo. He is known for his cunning, wisdom,
bravery and mischief. One day, a terrible darkness
fell upon the land as the Giizis; father sun disap-

peared from the sky. Anishinaabe people were filled
with fear and confusion, they hollered for the sun
which they knew had had never gone missing before.
Nanaboozhoo knew that he had to do something to
bring back the sun and restore light to Aki-Mother
Earth. 

He called upon the spirits of the animals, known
as awesiinyag, for their assistance. The spirits of the
animals hold great power and wisdom, and they were
willing to help Nanaboozhoo on his quest. Among
the spirits that answered Nanaboozhoo's call were
Zhaashaawanibiisens the martin, Nigig - otter, and
Waawaabiganoojiinh - mouse. They were accompa-
nied by other animals, each contributing their unique
skills and abilities. Nanaboozhoo set out on a journey
towards the place where the sun rises- Wauban,
determined to find out what happened.

As he traveled, Nanaboozhoo learned that Giizis
- father sun had been taken captive by Majiikiwis, a
powerful and malevolent spirit. Majiikiwis had killed
Jiibaybooz, a dear friend of Nanaboozhoo, and
trapped his spirit in the underworld. Nanaboozhoo
was filled with grief and anger, and he vowed to
avenge his friend and free Giizis Father Sun. Using
his incredible knowledge and skills, Nanaboozhoo
crafted a being called Mishibizhiw the Water Panther
out of the lost souls of the departed. The Water
Panther was a fearsome creature, strong and capable
See Chairman Page 27

White Earth tribal offices
closed for the holidays

White Earth RBC offices will be closed on 
Monday, Dec. 25 for Christmas Day and will 

reopen on Tuesday, Dec. 26 at 8 a.m. They will also
be closed on Monday, Jan. 1 for New Years Day and

will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 2 at 8 a.m.

This White Earth Elder Data Form must be turned in 
by December 8. They can be mailed to: Tribal Health
Department, PO Box 496, White Earth, MN 56591  

Photo by Becky Howard

The White Earth Behavioral Health Culture Department held a Healing Feast on Nov. 29 at the Shooting
Star Casino. The December Behavioral Health Cultural calendar of events can be seen on Page 28.
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Aanin Boozhoo 
Greetings White Earth Members, I have the

honor of providing you with the monthly report of the
Secretary/Treasurer position for the White Earth
Tribal Council. The monthly report consists of reports
of the activities of each division within the White
Earth Reservation Business Committee, these
Division consist of Public Safety, Natural Resources,
Human Services, Behavioral Health, Judicial, Indian
Child Welfare, Cultural, Public Works, Health,
Compliance, Economic Development, WELSA, and
Enrollments. 

I will be featuring the White Earth Culture
Division and Conference updates.   

Culture Division
The White Earth Nation Language and Cultural

Division exists to help ensure culture is being inte-
grated into the programs, events, and schools through-
out Whtie Earth Nation.  

We would like to welcome Rob Tibbetts as our
new Cultural and Language Coordinator.   This posi-
tion is responsible to direct and oversee tribal cultural
resources, language revitalization and activities to fur-
ther promote, support and engage our people and
communities in our White Earth Nation’s Culture and
Language goals, plans, strategies, and focus. 

The Cultural and Language Division is funded by
the General Fund.  There are other cultural positions
within the White Earth Government which are funded
by Behavioral Health and Indian Child Welfare. 

The General Fund budget is $268,994 for operat-
ing and salary and fringe. 

Native American Finance Office Association
On Oct. 1-3, I attended the Native American

Finance and Tribal Economies Fall conference at the
Sheraton Grand at Wild Horse Pass in Phoenix, along
with Tribal Finance CFO Tracy Lhoaka and her staff.
The conference offered two full days of high-quality,
educational breakout sessions, and general sessions
focused on discussing critical issues facing Indian
country. I met the Tribal Governor of the host tribe
Gila River Indian Community Stephen Lewis.

80th Annual National Congress of American
Indians

On Nov. 11-17, I attended the NCAI Conference
in New Orleans, along with Chairman Michael
Fairbanks and other administration staff. The event

was hosted at the Ernest N. Morial Convention Center
for the 80th Annual Convention and Marketplace,
where attendees can work collaboratively to protect
and advance Tribal Sovereignty. 

Tribal leaders, NCAI members, Native youth,
and partners from across Indian Country gathered in
person to discuss critical issues, develop strategy, and
to embark upon a new era of Nation-to-Nation
engagement. Attendees and the public were able to
browse the Marketplace, which featured a variety of
booths ranging from artists to federal job recruiters
and much more.  

I also attended the Midwest Regional Caucuses,
where Leech Lake Secretary/Treasurer Lenny Fineday
was voted in as Vice President for our Region. 

Tribal Leader Chief Executive Melanie Benjamin
from the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe introduced
Resolution NO-23-075 Requesting the Bureau of
Indian Affairs to list the six Tribes of the Minnesota
Chippewa Tribe individually in the Annual BIA
Federal Register List of Tribal Entities for Funding
and Services from the BIA. This Resolution was intro-
duced and passed by NCAI.

In closing I want to thank the members of the
White Earth Nation for giving me this opportunity to
serve as the Secretary/Treasurer for this great nation. I
look forward to moving forward with great progress
and optimism and I hope we can work together for a
brighter future. Miigwech!

Michael J. LaRoque
Secretary-Treasurer

News From Secretary-Treasurer Michael J. LaRoque

WE Urban Office
The White Earth Urban Office is located at 1730 Clifton Place,

Suite 100 in Minneapolis. 
612-813-1590 / Office hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Submitted photo

White Earth Secretary-Treasurer Michael LaRoque,
left, with Gila River Indian Community Tribal
Governor Stephen Lewis.



Rez Briefs
White Earth RBC offices closed for holidays

White Earth RBC offices will be closed on Monday, Dec. 25 for
Christmas Day and will reopen on Tuesday, Dec. 26 at 8 a.m. They
will also be closed on Monday, Jan. 1 for New Years Day and will
reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 2 at 8 a.m.  

Twin Lakes Township meeting
The next Twin Lakes Township meeting is Tuesday, Dec. 12 at

7 p.m. at Pinehurst Resort in Naytahwaush.

Ogema VFW Post 9880 Auxiliary news
There is an Ogema VFW Post 9880 Auxiliary meeting sched-

uled for Monday, Dec. 11, at 9 a.m. at the VFW Hall. If possible
please bring Christmas cards. We plan to send greetings to veterans
at the VA in Fargo, N.D.

Waubun School Forest trails are open for walking
The trails at the Waubun School Forest are always open for

walking.  

WIC announcements
White Earth WIC has permanently relocated their Naytahwaush

location to the Waabinokwe Health Center located at 2471 310th
Avenue in Mahnomen.  They have temporarily relocated the White
Earth location to the Tribal Health Building at 26246 Crane Road in
White Earth. This will be in effect for the next few months while the
clinic is renovating. Please contact WIC with any questions at 218-
204-0399 or 218-401-4247. Thank you!  

White Earth Urban Office
White Earth Urban Office is located at 1730 Clifton Place,

Suite 100, in Minneapolis. The phone number is 612-813-1590 and
the office is open Monday to Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
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Boozhoo Anishinaabe,
In the past month, I had the honor of serving as a

keynote speaker at the annual Nonpoint Source con-
ference, organized by the Environmental Protection
Agency in Minneapolis. During this event, I took the
opportunity to share the rich history of the White
Earth Nation and emphasized the connections we hold
with our lands and natural resources. It’s crucial for
the EPA to recognize that Tribal Nations possess a dis-
tinctive relationship with their land/territories, and as
the original stewards of the land, their insights are
invaluable

While in Minneapolis, I had the opportunity to
participate in the White Earth Urban Community
Council Meeting. Additionally, I attended an event at
the Guthrie Theater, hosted by the American Indian
College Fund. The highlight of this gathering was a
presentation on food sovereignty, skillfully led by
Jacob McArthur, a dedicated White Earth Enrollee.
Jacob not only shared his personal journey and expe-
riences with the White Earth Food Sovereignty
Initiative but also illuminated his role as an ambas-
sador for The American Indian College Fund. Jacob is
doing great things and representing White Earth in a
good way, Chi Miigwech Jacob!
Minnesota Social Studies Standards Hearing

On Nov. 8-9, I testified to support the ongoing
revision of social study standards in the State of
Minnesota, particularly for the inclusion of Tribal
Histories and Government Structures. Recognizing
how instrumental Tribes are in bolstering the State's
rural economy and serving as leaders in administering
essential service. Expressing concern, I believe the
current social study standards perpetuate a distorted
narrative about our people as if we no longer exist,
inadvertently creating a sense of exclusion from his-
torical accounts. It is my firm belief that these stan-
dards should be revised to accurately reflect our his-
torical narratives and acknowledge the many contribu-
tions made by Tribal Nations. By doing so, we can
rectify the current historical oversight and ensure a
more inclusive and truthful representation of history.
Meeting with Secretary of State

On Nov.  9, the RBC engaged in a meeting with
the Minnesota Secretary of State’s office to discuss the
imminent Federal and State elections. The focus of
our discussion centered on topics crucial to the elec-
toral process, including on-reservation polling loca-
tions, voter registration, and identification. 
Department of Agriculture Consultation 

The RBC met the Minnesota Department of
Agriculture on Nov. 20, delving into conversations
about water and environmental standards applicable to
both the White Earth Nation and the State of
Minnesota. The objective is to foster collaboration,
ensuring the adherence to Tribal laws and establishing
a framework for due process for non-Tribal members.
Department of Employment and Economic
Development Consultation

On Nov. 28, the RBC engaged in discussions with
MN DEED regarding broadband connectivity, specif-
ically exploring funding opportunities for the develop-
ment of fiber infrastructure. Addressing current chal-
lenges where certain areas within the White Earth
Nation lack adequate broadband service, collaborative
efforts with DEED are underway to bridge these ser-
vice gaps. 

Originally White Earth Nation applied for a
NTIA grant to build out our fiber infrastructure, unfor-
tunately the first round of funding had many stipula-
tions and favored Tribes who had existing infrastruc-
ture. The alternative path forward is to partner with
local service providers to build out fiber connections

in our underserved areas. I would like to see White
Earth Nation be its own Internet Service Provider in
the future but until then I am open to collaboration to
ensure our people have affordable and reliable internet
services.  
Department of Labor and Industry Consultation

The RBC met with the Minnesota Department of
Labor and Industry on Nov. 30. Commencing the con-
sultation at the White Earth Tribal and Community
College, the meeting began with the college staff pre-
senting an overview of their existing courses and out-
lining their future plans, particularly highlighting a
proposed trades building to the Commissioner.
Following a tour of the campus and community edu-
cation programs, the meeting concluded at the
Shooting Star Casino.

During the latter part of the session, staff from the
Workforce Center were invited to elaborate on the ser-
vices they provide. The gathering culminated in a dis-
cussion of legislative priorities and a collaborative
exploration of how to enhance workforce programs
for mutual benefit.
Buffalo Herd

After nearly 30 years of planning and envision-
ing, White Earth Nation has successfully welcomed
bison onto our lands. A group of four yearling females,
sourced from The Nature Conservancy in Indiana.
Further plans include acquiring up to six additional
bison from another provider later this year.

The White Earth Ag Department has adopted a
prudent strategy, starting with a small number of ani-
mals (4-10 per year) for the initial three years. This
approach allows for the identification of strengths and
weaknesses while ensuring a successful venture. Once
the bison reach a certain age, their meat will be har-
vested and distributed to the communities, sustaining
this process for the first three years.

Looking ahead to year four, the White Earth Ag
Department aims to expand pasture acreage and initi-
ate a breeding herd. The breeding herd will commence
with 12 cows and 1 bull, potentially growing to 48
animals over four years. This initiative not only offers
a nutritious and cost-effective alternative to beef but
also marks a significant stride towards achieving
White Earth's food sovereignty and security goals.
Veterans Powwow and White Earth Honor Guard

This year’s Veteran Powwow buzzed with activi-
ty, featuring local vendors and dancers from the sur-
rounding area. Notably present was Representative
Heather Keeler, a steadfast advocate for the White
Earth Nation. A heartfelt expression of gratitude
extends to our powwow committees, as well as to all
the dancers and Veterans who joined in the celebra-

News From District II Rep. Eugene Sommers

See Sommers Page 26

Announcement from the 
White Earth Education Division

Please contact our NEW Student Finance 
Program for questions regarding:

White Earth Scholarship Program
White Earth Johnson O’Malley Program

White Earth Education Assistance 
Staff is also available to answer questions regarding 
financial aid, FAFSA, scholarship opportunities, and 

other assistance available. 

Stop in the RBC Education Office or 
call 218-983-3285 Ext. 5302 or 5309 

Valleyview Commons
Mahnomen has immediate openings 

for 1 bedroom units
$500 Visa gift card move-in special!!!

Qualification Changes!Qualification Changes!
Rent is income based.

All ages welcome to apply
No income restrictions

For more information contact DW Jones Management.
218-547-3307 or apply at www.dwjonesmanagement.com
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Boozhoo Everyone,
Beginning of December already!  I hope every-

one is ready for the white stuff.
First, I want to send my condolences to all that

have lost loved ones.  This is never easy, but know
my prayers are with you all.

Meetings attended:
Nov. 1 – RBC and COLA School Board 
Nov. 3 – RBC and IHS (Raimy Ronning/Pat Butler)
Nov. 6 – RBC Debriefing
Nov. 7 – MCT Special Finance Meeting – Cass Lake
Nov. 20 – RBC Debriefing
Nov. 20 – RBC and Department of Agriculture –
Commissioner Peterson and Staff
Nov. 21 – RBC and Department of Navy
Nov. 27 – RBC Debriefing
Nov. 28 – Cultural Committee Meeting
Nov. 28 – RBC Consultation with Minneaota DEED
Commissioner
Nov. 28 – RBC and IHS (Raimy Ronning/Pat Butler)
Nov. 29 – WE RBC Monthly Meeting

We have been getting very good updates from
Raimy Ronning, the White Earth IHS CEO.  She is
very open and optimistic about changes that are com-
ing up.  She is working on scheduling in all depart-
ments, bills being paid on time and getting doctors on
board.  It has been a pleasure meeting with her
monthly.  

We try to hold debriefings every Monday.
Sometimes there are other things planned, but we do
try to have one weekly if all the council is available.
In these debriefing sessions, we get updated on a lot
of different issues. We also meet with different
departments to get updated on what they have
accomplished or what is in the works.  These are very
informative for all RBC reprensatives.

Special Finance was to go over the job descrip-
tion for the Finance Corporation Director at MCT
Finance.  It was approved by the Finance Committee,
it then moved forward to the Legislative Committee
for final approval.

The Department of Agriculture meeting went
well.  Commissioner Thom Peterson and staff were
able to answer many questions that we had.
Upcoming legislative sessions were discussed, does-
n’t sound like there will be much for this department.

They updated us on funding and Natural Resources
employees were there to give updates on what they
have been working on.

The Cultural Committee meeting was good.
They are working on ways to assure our culture is at
the forefront in all our communities.  This is the first
meeting that I attended with staff from different pro-
grams coming together to assure that all information
is correct and that we are able to provide services
throughout the reservation.

The RBC Regular Meeting was held Nov. 29 at
the Shooting Star Casino.  The meeting went well
and many things were approved.  Elders Commission
gave a very good report, and the White Earth Council
of Elders did too.  It is always good to hear from our
elders.  

I hope everyone had a great Turkey Day!
If the holidays get to be overwhelming, please

reach out.  You are not alone.  This is a joyous time
of year, but it can also be a tough time for all of us.
My love to all.

Until next month…

Respectfully,

Cheryl “Annie” Jackson
District III Representative

218-401-0238

News From District III Rep. Cheryl ‘Annie’ Jackson

Iron Range AreaIron Range Area
Community CouncilCommunity Council

The Iron Range Area Community Council holds a meeting 
on the second Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the

Greenway Township Hall in Marble, Minn. 
The Council encourages 

everyone to attend and get involved.

News from the White Earth Police Department
From July 1 to Sept. 30, the following amounts

of suspected controlled substances have been seized
by the White Earth Police Department.

Cocaine – 2.1 grams
Fentanyl Pills –150 pills
Fentanyl/Heroin Powder – 98.59 grams
Methamphetamine – 12.8 grams
Other Pills – 44 pills
Unknown Substance/Marijuana – 4,617.49

grams (pending further tesing)
One tenth of a gram or one pill is considered to

be approximately one “dosing unit.” The White Earth
Police Department has seized approximately 49,249
dosing units of suspected controlled substances from
July 1 to Sept. 30.

The White Earth Police Department has seen
Xylazine mixed with Fentanyl seized on the reser-
vaion and large amounts seized coming to the reser-
vaion. The street term for this drug is “Tranq.” There
is no known way to bring anyone back if they are
overdosing on Xylazine. Contact White Earth
Behavioral Health or the White Earth Police

Department if you would like to speak to someone
about getting help.

We encourage the public to utilize our dispatch
center and our tip lines to report criminal activity in
their communities.

The White Earth Police Department has a great
relationship with our partnering agencies including
the multiple attorney offices that we work with and
we would like to thank our partnering agencies for
their help.

The White Earth Police Department is commit-
ted to providing a safe community for everyone to
enjoy and we would like to thank the community for
its help in achieving that.

Anyone with information about any ongoing
case or narcotics trafficking can contact us at 218-
983-3281. Community members can also leave a tip
by scanning the QR code below or by following the
link below:
https://mobile.catapultems.com/drug.../white-
earth/Report
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White Earth Council of Elders

By Lucille Silk, Chairperson
White Earth Nation Council of Elders

The month of November has disappeared and we will begin
our Christmas season with all the festivities.  We pray that all
families had a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday with all the deli-
cious foods and gatherings together.  Some of our Elder Council
made turkey with all the trimmings for the residents at the
Congregate Housing in White Earth.  We also played bingo with
them and everyone received at least one prize.  Thanks to
Beverly Johnson and myself for the prize donations.  Joan
Thompson did most of the cooking with Barb Hanks and others
filling in some of the food items.  What a fun day!

The VFW/Auxiliary of Ogema Post 9880 members were at
the Ogema School to honor the current and deceased Veterans at
the Ogema Elementary School on Friday, Nov. 10 since
Veterans Day was on Saturday.  This event was held during the
student’s annual music program.  Pictures of local Veterans both
current and deceased were shown with pictures and their duty
status.  Thank you to all those families that brought pictures to
share.

The Council of Elders held their monthly meeting at Rice
Lake Village on Nov. 7 with bi-annual nominations for the four
open Board positions.  Voting was held on Tuesday, Dec. 5 in
White Earth. This paper went to press before the results were
made available.  We always begin our meetings with a prayer
and a volunteer is always recruited to assist us.  Thank you
Natalie McArthur for helping us out.  We had a delicious meal
provided by the ENP that was delivered from Naytahwaush.  If
anyone wants a copy of our minutes, they can contact our
Secretary, Missy Fairbanks, and her telephone number is always
listed with other Board members at the end of this article.  We
appreciate your cooperation as we try to save the trees. 

On Nov. 6, several Elders from local churches met with our
RBC to present a proposal to assist the cemeteries that have
been in disrepair for so long on this Reservation.  Also, it was
advised that parish committees have requested support in having
no burials during the winter months in order to maintain the
upgrades that have been made.  A fence will be placed at
Calvary cemetery as the same for St. Columba Episcopal in
White Earth.  Please understand the ramifications that occur
when graves are dug in winter.

The Christmas Party for Elders will be Thursday, Dec. 14 at
the Shooting Star Casino Event Center in Mahnomen.

The Reservation Business Committee meeting was held
Nov. 29 at Shooting Star Casino.  Elders are always encouraged
to attend as we have many issues to address.

Thank you to all readers for allowing me to continue this
article each month.

We wish you all the Blessings of this Holy season and pray
that your health and happiness will continue on a good path.
Stay warm, keep safe, and take care of each other.

The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but
you cannot tell where it comes from or where its going.  So it is
with everyone born of the Spirit.  Merry Christmas.

Lucille Silk, Chair / 218-983-3768
Lawrence Crowell, Vice Chair / 218-252-9390
Missy Fairbanks, Secretary / 218-401-0553

Boohoo,
White Earth Nation and District 1 it is awesome

to see the tiny homes project making very good
progress.  The ground work and cement foundation is
being done by Gordon Construction, HVAC and
plumbing by Lee’s Plumbing, and heating and elec-
trical being done by Kevin Clark Sr. It will be great
to see this finally get up so we can house some of our
homeless Elders. I would also like to say Miigwech
to our prior District 1 Representative Raymond
Auginaush for the work he had done with this pro-
ject. I’m also working closely with the Rice Lake
Community Council on a some of their projects. 

I’m also working with the Elder Advocates on
the needs of our Elders home repair, and just check-
ing on them. I attended the Tribal and State relations
training on our Treaties and knowing just how big of
territory that the Natives have with the 1854 and the
1855 treaties. 

At this time I would like everyone to know about
our drug issues.  We need to know where they are,
what thier drug of choice is and where they are stay-
ing.  Sometimes it takes tough love but we still need
to care about them and hope and pray that they get
better.  Unfortunately, this time of the year a lot of the
treatment centers are full because of the change of
seasons. I am attending the Mash-ka-wisen Advisory

Board and we meet every three months. 
Take care of your family and report any kind of

abuse and have a wonderful month.  Stay warm and
safe. 

My number is 218-407-2729 or 218-358-0753. 

Henry G. Fox 
District 1 Representative

White Earth Nation

News From District I Rep. Henry George Fox

Photo by Mikel Fox

The tiny homes project in Rice Lake is making good progress.  The cement foundations have been poured
by Gordon Construction.  The houses are being built for homeless Elders.
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*Licensed in Minnesota and White Earth Tribal Courts

Fergus Falls
218-736-5673

Governor Walz becomes first governor in state
history to visit all 11 Tribal nations in Minnesota

[ST. PAUL, MN] – Governor Tim Walz and
Lieutenant Governor Peggy Flanagan recently visit-
ed the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community,
making Governor Walz the first Minnesota Governor
to visit all 11 Tribal nations in Minnesota. During
their visit, the Governor and Lieutenant Governor
met with Chairman Keith Anderson and Secretary
and Treasurer Rebecca Crooks-Stratton to learn
about Tribal priorities.  

“No Governor in the history of our state has vis-
ited all 11 Tribal nations. Today that changed,” said
Governor Walz. “I am incredibly proud to reach this
milestone on the final day of Native American
Heritage month. By learning from and working hand-
in-hand with Tribal governments, we’ll continue
building a state government that works better for
everyone and ensures Minnesota is a place where
Tribal nations and their citizens can thrive.” 

“Since we took office, our administration has
been committed to strengthening relationships with
all 11 Tribal nations in Minnesota. By traveling to
Tribal lands and meeting with the 11 Tribal govern-
ments, we’ve put those words into action,” said
Lieutenant Governor Flanagan. “The Tribal nations
are our partners, and these visits are part of ensuring
that our relationship with each individual Tribal

nation respects their independent self-governance.
This is a big deal, and I’m proud to celebrate this
milestone, but this isn’t the end of our work. We will
continue to maintain our relationships with Tribal
nations in a good way for the benefit of Tribal mem-
bers and all Minnesotans.” 

The Governor has now visited all 11 Tribal
nations in Minnesota:

Red Lake Nation: Oct. 29, 2020
Fond Du Lac Band: Oct. 30, 2020
Prairie Island Indian Community: June 26, 2021
Bois Forte Band: Sept. 13, 2021
Upper Sioux Community: April 12, 2022
Mille Lacs Band: June 1, 2022
Grand Portage Band: Sept. 26, 2022
White Earth Nation: May 4, 2023
Lower Sioux Indian Community: Aug. 1, 2023
Leech Lake Band: Sept. 27, 2023
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux: Nov. 29, 2023 
In 2021, Governor Walz signed a bill codifying

government-to-government relations and Tribal con-
sultation into law. The bill recognizes the unique
legal relationship of the 11 Tribal nations; affirms
Tribal sovereignty; and requires state agencies to
appoint Tribal liaisons and attend Tribal-state rela-
tions training for state leaders and employees.

Governor Tim Walz
and Lieutenant

Governor Peggy
Flanagan visited the

Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux

Community on Nov. 29,
making Walz the first

Minnesota Governor to
visit all 11 Tribal

Nations in Minnesota. 

Walz vists with
Shakopee

Mdewakanton Sioux
Community Secretary-

Treasurer Rebecca
Crooks-Stratton. 

Submitted photo
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THE DOCTOR’S CORNER

Sharing Winter tips
By DeAnne L. Udby, PharmD, BCACP, NCPS
White Earth Health Center

Winter is here whether we like it or not!  The White Earth IHS
Pharmacy took the letters in W-I-N-T-E-R to pick some topics that
we thought were important to share with you.

W - Wreaths: Last year was the 1st year the WE Pharmacy
organized the ‘Sponsor A Wreath’ event.  Pharmacy staff members
bought and decorated holiday wreaths that were displayed in the
lobby of the clinic during the holiday season.  After Christmas, the
wreaths were donated to the Elder’s Holiday Party to be given
away.  This year, we plan to continue the tradition.  Stop by the
clinic during the month of December to see the beautiful wreaths
and if you have any ideas on where we can donate them this year,
please reach out to a member of the pharmacy staff.   

I - Immunization season is here! Are you up to date on your
vaccinations? Several vaccines are recommended yearly, like flu
and COVID-19, to help protect you and your community from
severe illnesses. Other vaccines, like pneumonia and RSV vac-
cines, are recommended based on your age and other underlying
health conditions. Talk with your pharmacist to find out which vac-
cines are right for you!

N - The Naytahwaush pharmacy team is filling >95% of all
prescriptions on-site for those picking up locally.  If you want to
pick up your medications in Naytahwaush, be sure to use the refill
line (218-983-6380) when able and specify your pickup site as
“Naytahwaush Health Center”.  Be sure to take advantage of all the
services the Waabinbokwe Health Center (Naytahwaush) has to
offer and make us your Medical Home!

T - Team Pharmacist: The White Earth Indian Health Service
clinic strives to be your Patient-Centered Medical Home (PCMH).
It provides you with a team, including pharmacists, who focus on
achieving YOUR healthcare goals together. Your provider may
refer you to your team pharmacist to work with you to understand
your conditions and medications and select the best medication
treatments to improve your health.

E - Extra Time: Using our automated medication refill line
(218-983-6380) is the preferred method for all patients to request
their refills. Please request medication refills at least 3-5 days
ahead of time.  If you are signed up for our mail out program,
ensure you are requesting your medications even earlier than usual
as the mail service is busy during this time of year and we want to
make sure you get your medications before you run out.  Thank
you! 

R - The White Earth IHS Pharmacy strives to be a
RESOURCE for your medication and health related questions.  We
wish you a RESTFUL holiday season and a REMARKABLE new
year!
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Holiday safety 
Make responsible choices and look out for one another
By Amy Elfering, RN
White Earth Tribal Public Health

As we enter the holiday season, it’s important to
prioritize safety to ensure a fun and accident-free
time for everyone involved.  Here are some holiday
safety tips to keep in mind:

1.  Stay alert while shopping: Crowded malls
and stores can be prime pick pocketing and theft
spots.  Be aware of your surroundings, keep your
purse or wallet close to your body, and avoid carry-
ing large amounts of cash.  Try to shop during day-
light hours and park in well-lit areas.

2.  Use caution with decorations: Decorating
for the holidays can be a fun and festive activity, but
it's essential to do so safely.  Use high-quality, certi-
fied decorations for safety, be cautious when using
electrical outlets, and avoid overloading them.  Keep
flammable materials, such as wrapping paper, away
from heat sources like candles and fireplaces.

3.  Practice safe cooking: Cooking for holiday
gatherings can be a joyous occasion, but it’s impor-
tant to take precautions to avoid accidents.  Follow
food safety guidelines, such as washing your hands
and cooking food to the proper temperature.  Keep a
fire extinguisher nearby in an emergency; never
leave cooking food unattended.

4.  Stay warm and dry: Winter weather can be
unpredictable, so it's important to dress appropriately
for the conditions.  Wear non-slip shoes or boots with
good traction and be cautious of icy or wet surfaces.
Dress in layers to stay warm and keep extra blankets
and winter gear in your car in an emergency.

5.  Drink responsibly: Alcohol is often a part of
holiday celebrations, but it's important to consume it
responsibly.  If you choose to drink, do so in moder-
ation, and never drink and drive.  Designate a sober
driver or use a ride-sharing service to get home safe-
ly.  Also, remember to stay hydrated and avoid drink-
ing on an empty stomach.

As December rolls in, we are reminded of the
importance of National Impaired Driving Prevention
Month.  This month-long observance serves as a
reminder of the potentially devastating consequences
of driving under the influence of drugs or alcohol.  It
is a time for us to reflect on our behaviors and con-
sciously try to keep our families and loved ones safe.

Driving while impaired is a serious issue that
affects not only the driver but also passengers, pedes-
trians, and other innocent bystanders.  It can lead to
tragic accidents, injuries, and even fatalities.  That’s
why it is crucial to take proactive steps to prevent
impaired driving and to encourage others to do the
same.

There are many ways to stay safe on the road
during the holiday season and beyond.  Some tips
include designating a sober driver, using a ride-shar-
ing service, or simply staying put if you have been
drinking.  By making responsible choices and look-
ing out for one another, we can all work together to
prevent impaired driving and ensure everyone arrives
home safely.  Let’s make this National Impaired
Driving Prevention Month count and keep our com-
munities safe.  By keeping all these detailed tips in
mind, you can help ensure a safe and joyful holiday
season for yourself and your loved ones.  

White Earth welcomes Minnesota commissioner

Photo by Laura Lee Erickson

White Earth Tribal leaders recently met with Minnesota Department of Revenue Commissioner Paul
Marquart and staff.  Tribal leaders took the commissioner and his staff on a tour of the different programs
and services offered in Mahnomen.  In addition to the tour, the group discussed sales tax for recreation
vehicles, pontoons, boats and ATVs; clarification for sales taxes on modular homes moved to the reserva-
tion; tax agreement; construction materials exemption; local option sales tax; Child Tax Credit, plus more.
From left are Secretary-Treasurer Michael LaRoque, District III Rep. Cheryl “Annie” Jackson, District II
Rep. Eugene Sommers, Commissioner Paul Marquart, and Chairman Michael Fairbanks.

AT Subscribers
** Please let us know if you recently moved, or have moved in the

past few years so we can cancel your old address.  Papers are
still going to old addresses. 

Call the Anishinaabeg Today at 218-983-3285 
Ext. 5903 or email today@whiteearth-nsn.gov
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White Earth Reservation
Tribal Enrollment Elder Snow Removal Application

Shop Wild Rice Market this holiday season

Shop local this holiday season!  White Earth Market, located at the RBC headquarters
downstairs next to the cafeteria, would like to invite you to stop in and check out the
store.  We carry many items and you are sure to find something for everyone. We carry
wild rice, maple syrup, maple candy, honey, beadwork, birch bark, flags, local arts and
crafts as well promotional items and many other items. We accept payroll deduction on
purchases of $50 or more.
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Ogema Elementary honors area Veterans
By Margaret Jirava

A Veterans Day Concert was held Nov.
10 at the Ogema Elementary School. The
opening ceremony was held with the
Ogema VFW Post 9880 posting the colors
and Pledge to the Flag. 

Music teacher Anne Champa did a fan-
tastic job with Kickstart through 3rd grade.
The students did an awesome job with thier
songs. Anne also put together a slide show
of area Veterans with the help of the Ogema

Auxiliary.
If your picture was not on the slide

show and you’d like it to be in the future,
email Anne a picture or drop one off in the
office.  She can add it for next year. 

This year there were more than 160
Veterans recognized. Veterans that were
present were also recognized and presented
a flag. It was a full house! We would like to
thank Anne Champa for all her hard work
organizing this program.

Submitted photos

Ogema Elementary School and Ogema VFW Post 9880 and Auxillary held a Veterans
Day Program on Nov. 10 at the school.  
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You can reach the AT at today@whiteearth-nsn.gov

Contact Information: 

White Earth Tribal Health 
Phone: (218) 983-3286 

Ask to speak to the “WECARE Program”
WECARE Navigator 

Phone: (218) 401-3185 or (218) 983-3286 Ext. 1413
WECARE Navigator 

Phone: (218) 401-2738 or (218) 983-3286 Ext. 1273
WECARE Navigator

Phone: (218) 401-2990 or (218) 983-3286 Ext. 1341
WECARE Navigator 

Phone: (218) 401-3241 or (218) 983-3286 Ext. 1491

Update your information with
White Earth Enrollments

The White Earth Enrollments staff is asking members to please
update your address.  If you don’t have an address change, you DO
NOT need to resubmit your information. 

For any further questions regarding this matter, please reach
out to White Earth Enrollments at 218-983-4643 and they will be
best suited to assist you. 

The White Earth Tribal Enrollments Address/Update Form can
be downloaded at www.whiteearth.com and completed forms
should be emailed to: 

shannon.heisler@whiteearth-nsn.gov
shelley.scheler@whiteearth-nsn.gov

Indulge wisely: 
Navigating holiday sweets for optimal oral health

As the holiday season approaches, the irre-
sistible allure of festive sweets takes center stage.
From gingerbread cookies to candy canes, our taste
buds are in for a treat. However, it’s crucial to bal-
ance the joy of indulging in holiday sweets with the
maintenance of good oral health.

Dental experts emphasize the importance of
mindful consumption during this sugary season.
Alyssa Rowe, a Community Health Dental Hygienist
at the White Earth Health Center advises, “While it’s
natural to enjoy the holiday treats, it’s equally impor-
tant to be mindful of their impact on our teeth.
Excessive sugar consumption can lead to tooth decay
and other oral health issues.”

Here are some tips to maintain optimal dental
health without sacrificing the holiday spirit:

1.  Moderation is Key: Rather than completely
abstaining from holiday sweets, practice moderation.
Enjoy your favorite treats in small portions and savor
the flavors without overindulging.

2.  Stay Hydrated: Drinking water is a simple
yet effective way to cleanse the mouth and neutralize
acids produced by bacteria. Make it a habit to stay
hydrated, especially after indulging in sugary
delights.

3. Timing Matters: If possible, consume sweets
during mealtime rather than as standalone snacks.

The increased saliva production during meals helps
neutralize acids and rinse away food particles.

4.  Opt for Sugar-Free Alternatives: Consider
incorporating sugar-free or low-sugar alternatives in
your holiday recipes. This can significantly reduce
the overall sugar content while still allowing you to
relish the festive flavors.

5.  Maintain Oral Hygiene Practices: Don’t
compromise on your regular oral hygiene routine.
Brush your teeth at least twice a day, use fluoride
toothpaste, and don’t forget to floss. These practices
are crucial in preventing plaque buildup and main-
taining healthy gums.

6.  Choose Sweet Treats Wisely: Some holiday
sweets are less harmful to your teeth than others. For
instance, dark chocolate contains less sugar than
many other candies and has additional health bene-
fits.

Rowe concludes, “Enjoying the holidays and
maintaining good oral health can go hand in hand.
It’s all about making informed choices and being
mindful of how our dietary decisions impact our
teeth.”

This holiday season, let’s celebrate with a per-
fect blend of sweetness and oral health conscious-
ness, ensuring that our smiles remain as bright as the
festive decorations adorning our homes.

White Earth Youth and Elder Fund up and running
The White Earth Youth and Elder Fund

Committee has been formed and is officially up and
running. If you are an Elder or Youth needing emer-
gency assistance with activities or emergencies,
please contact the Administration Department at
218-983-3285 or your district’s administrative assis-
tant. 

This funding should be used as a last resort after
you have utilized other tribal programs. If you need
assistance contacting other programs, we can help
you. Community Councils, sports groups, and other
groups can also apply for financial assistance. Our
guidelines are available upon request and will be
published on the White Earth website soon. 
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Johnson earns Transit award

Submitted photo

James Johnson received the 2023 Transit Professional of the
Year award from the Minnesota Public Transit Association on
Oct. 23 in La Crosse, Wis. His efforts have made White Earth
Transit better for all clients both on and off the reservation.  He
has helped accomplish many grant funding efforts including
securement of new equipment and innovations for future Transit
needs and continues to show leadership in the field of transporta-
tion.

Submitted photo

Senator Anne Rest and Representative Aisha Gomez recently met with White Earth Tribal leaders, staff
and White Earth lobbyist.
Last legislative session, Senator Rest and Rep Gomez were key leaders in creating a program in the State
budget to provide a permanent Tribal Government Aid program. This was passed in the last week of the
legislative Session. This is a first of its kind funding in the country for Tribes by a State Government. $35
million for the 11 federally recognized Minnesota Tribes was approved.  This will provide White Earth with
a source of funding every year from the State.
The group toured White Earth Reservation and met on important topics including: Tribal Impact Aid
Funding, Tribal Probation Project Update and Funding, and Mahnomen Hospital Detox Proposal. 
From left are Jennifer Breitinger, Bill Haas, Laura Lee Erickson, Mike LaRoque, Senator Anne Rest,
Michael Fairbanks, Representative Aisha Gomez, Henry Fox, Eugene Sommers, Laurie York, and Curtis
Rogers. 

Elected state officials tour White Earth Reservation

Waubun School Forest Ski Program is gearing up
By Connie Soch 
Waubun School Forest Volunteer

Soon it will be time to enjoy winter with skiing,
snowshoes, and sledding.  The ski hut will be open
weekends and school holidays once there is enough
snow on the trails. It will be posted on facebook page
“Waubun School Forest Information.”

The Forest is located at 2541 State Hwy 113.
The equipment is there for you to use. We are set

up as usual. Everyone needs to clean up after them-
selves and put away the equipment. We will have
someone there on Sunday afternoons to help new
skiers get started.  It is school property and school
rules apply.

There are sign up sheets to get names to call for
the variety of tasks we have to keep this special place
going.  Some of the needs are helpers to assist young
school groups that come out, being in the hut a cou-
ple hours on Sunday, putting glide wax on the skis a
couple of times a winter, clearing if there is a wind
storm any time of the year, willing to be an officer in
the organization to take part in planning. We don’t
meet often.

Each of these tasks need a lead person who will
see the task is done. Us “Oldies” will continue but we
need new younger people to take “ownership” of this
program so that it continues.

To sign up now or if you want to know more
you can call Allen or Loree Hanson at 218-473-2575. 

Submitted photo

The Waubun School Forest Ski Hut is located at 2541 State Hwy 113. The community is invited to use. 

Tribal Health director retires

Photo by Lindsi Darco

A retirement celebration was held for White Earth Tribal Health
Director Pat Butler on Dec. 1 at the Tribal Health building.  She
has worked in Tribal Health for 25 years!  Presenting Pat a blan-
ket are Chairman Michael Fairbanks, left and Secretary-
Treasurer Michael LaRoque.  Interim Tribal Health Director Lindsi
Darco said Pat will be greatly missed!
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Highlights of the White Earth Nation Veterans Pow Wow

Photos by Gary W. Padrta
More than 253 registered dancers and 21 drums attended the annual White Earth Nation Veterans Powwow held Nov. 11-12 at the Shooting Star Casino in Mahnomen.  The host
drum was Rocking Bear. The Veterans were honored with the gift of a winnowing tray, wild rice and maple syrup. 
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Are you that person that has a lot of heart for 
children and looking to start a business? 

See what Child Care Licensing has to offer YOU!

Just Call and we will come for a visit to HELP answer your questions.
Contact Kim at 218-983-3285 x1215 or email

Kim.Lage@whiteearth-nsn.gov
White Earth Child Care Licensing for the White Earth Reservation

Cold weather tips for water & sewer service 
1.  The most likely spot for water lines to freeze

is where it enters the house/trailer home/building.
Make sure warmer air can reach pipes where water
enters the house/trailer home/building. If you have
heat tape wrapped around your pipes, make sure it is
plugged in. 

2.  Check around your home for areas where
water supply lines are in unheated areas and take
measures to prevent the flow of cold air in these
areas. Common locations include: basement, crawl
space, attic, garage, and under kitchen and bathroom
cabinets. 

3.  Determine where your water shut-off valve is
in your house and learn how to use it. For most
homes the shut-off valve is located near the water
meter at the point where the water line comes into
your home, which is usually in your basement. If a
pipe freezes and breaks it will be important to know
where the shut-off valve is located. 

4.  Keep the thermostat set to the same tempera-
ture both during the day and at night. By temporarily

suspending the use of lower nighttime temperatures,
you may incur a higher heating bill, but you can pre-
vent a much more costly repair job if pipes freeze and
burst. 

5.  Do not plow or drive over the area where
your water and sewer lines are buried. Doing so
pushes the frost further into the ground, increasing
the risk of freeze ups.

6.  Make sure the roof vent is not covered with
snow or blocked. Snow build up over the vent will
cause the sewer drain to slow down. This prevents
the warmer air in the sewer system from venting up
the house and keeping the line above from freezing. 

7.  Make sure any sewer cleanouts or riser (white
pipes in the yard) are capped so none of the cold air
can enter the sewer system causing a freeze up. 

Please contact the White Earth Water and Sewer
Department in the event of your water or sewer sys-
tem freezing at 218-983-3202. The community water
systems will monitor water temperature to prevent
community freeze ups. 

By Sarah Kuta
Daily Correspondent

Throughout the mid-20th century, Osage dancer
Maria Tallchief wowed audiences with her graceful,
gravity-defying performances. Now, the barrier-
breaking ballerina is the latest woman featured on the
United States quarter.

Recently, the U.S. Mint unveiled the newest coin
in its American Women Quarters Program, which
celebrates prominent women throughout history by
placing their likenesses on the reverse side of special
quarters. The Secretary of the Treasury selects the
honorees in consultation with the Smithsonian’s
American Women’s History Initiative, the National
Women’s History Museum and the bipartisan
Women’s Caucus. The Mint began shipping the
Tallchief quarters on Oct. 23.

The dancer was born in 1925 on Osage Nation
land in northern Oklahoma. Her name was Elizabeth
Marie Tall Chief, but she later decided to combine
her last name into one word and go by her middle
name.

Tallchief and her sister, Marjorie, began taking
dance lessons as young girls. The family—which
lived on money from oil discovered on Osage Nation
land—spent many summers at a resort in Colorado.

“Every July and August, my parents drove to
Colorado Springs, where Daddy played golf and
Mother, Marjorie and I played in the pool of the
Broadmoor Hotel,” wrote Tallchief in her 1997 auto-
biography. “When I was three, Mother took me for
my first ballet lesson in the Broadmoor's basement.
What I remember most is that the ballet teacher told
me to stand straight and turn each of my feet out to
the side, the first position. I couldn't believe it. But I
did what I was told.”

Later, the family moved to Beverly Hills,
California, where the girls continued their music and
dance studies. At age 17, Tallchief moved to New
York City, where she was selected to join the Ballet
Russe de Monte Carlo, a renowned ballet company.

In 1946, she married well-known choreographer
George Balanchine and followed him to Paris, where
she became the first American to perform with the

Paris Opera Ballet.
Later, after Balanchine
co-founded what’s now
known as the New
York City Ballet, she
became America’s first
big prima ballerina.

This was a big
accomplishment, but
Tallchief “wasn’t con-
cerned about fame,”
her daughter, Elise Paschen, tells National
Geographic’s Erin Blakemore.

“What she really cared about was the art in and
of itself,” adds Paschen. “She was magnificent.”

Tallchief dazzled audiences throughout the
1950s and early ’60s before retiring in 1966.
Together with her sister Marjorie, she co-founded the
Chicago City Ballet in the 1970s. She was later
inducted into the National Women’s Hall of Fame
and received a Kennedy Center Honor. She died in
2013 at the age of 88.

One of Tallchief’s most iconic roles was the title
character in The Firebird in 1949. On the new U.S.
quarter, sculptor Joseph Menna and designer
Benjamin Sowards depict Tallchief floating through
the air in the middle of a dramatic leap while in cos-
tume for this role.

The quarter features her name in English along-
side her Osage name—“Wa-Xthe-Thoṉba” —written
in Osage orthography. Her grandmother selected her
Osage name, which means “Two Standards,” to
describe her two identities: as a ballerina and as a
member of the Osage Nation, per the U.S. Mint.

Other women honored by the American Women
Quarters Program include Chinese-American actress
Anna May Wong, poet and activist Maya Angelou
and first lady Eleanor Roosevelt. The initiative start-
ed in 2022 and will continue through 2025.

Tallchief was one of five Native American bal-
lerinas from Oklahoma who became known collec-
tively as the “Five Moons.” The other dancers were
her sister, Marjorie, as well as Myra Yvonne
Chouteau, Rosella Hightower and Moscelyne Larkin.

Maria Tallchief
New U.S. quarter honors America’s first prima ballerina
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Obituaries

Brenda Jo Hanson
Brenda Hanson, 53, of Mahnomen, passed away unexpectedly on Nov. 3 at her home.
Brenda Jo Bjorge, the daughter of Byron and Rita (LaVoy) Bjorge, was born Feb. 15,

1970, in Mahnomen. She attended grade school at St. Michael’s Catholic School and grad-
uated from Mahnomen High School with the Class of 1988. Following high school, Brenda

met the love of her life, Harley Hanson. They were united in mar-
riage on Feb. 28, 1992, in Las Vegas. The young couple made their
home in Fargo, N.D., for a short time before returning to Mahnomen
to put down roots and raise their two daughters.

Over the years, Brenda worked a variety of jobs. She worked
many years as a bartender at the Legion in Mahnomen.  She also
took on many cleaning jobs. Cleaning wasn’t just a job for Brenda,
it was a passion of hers. She also worked for the Center for Human
Environment for several years and off and on at the Shooting Star
Casino. Brenda worked as a blackjack dealer, cook, in housekeep-
ing and most recently she was working as a prep cook with the
Banquets Department.  She really enjoyed the group of people she

worked with at the casino.
Brenda had a competitive side when it came to games. She loved playing bean bags,

Yahtzee, 10,000, Rummy 500, shooting pool and was stellar at playing Rock Band and
Guitar Hero. She also enjoyed hanging out with friends, catching up on all the gossip and
putting together jigsaw puzzles. However, Brenda’s most treasured times were time spent
with family, especially her grandchildren.  Her grandchildren were the light of her life. She
loved spending time with family and friends, especially watching her nephew Jason’s band,
Undecided.  

Brenda was the life of the party and her like it or leave it attitude couldn’t be matched.
She had her trials and tribulations, but she loved with her whole heart and no matter what
she did, she was all in. Although gone from this life too soon, Brenda will live on in the
hearts of all who were lucky enough to know and love her.

Brenda is survived by her daughters, Heather (Tyler) Anderson and Ashley Hanson,
both of Mahnomen; grandchildren: Dawson, Craig Jr., Clayton, Tucker and Harley; sister,
Ruth McArthur of Naytahwaush; brothers: Bob (Jackie) Bjorge of Naytahwaush, Roy
Bjorge of Mahnomen and Larry Nattress, of Mahnomen; and several nieces, nephews and
many friends.  She was preceded in death by her grandparents; parents; brother, JR Bjorge;
brother-in-law, Tom McArthur and ex-husband, Harley Hanson.

Blessed be the Memory of Brenda Jo Hanson.
A funeral service was held Nov. 7 at Anderson Family Funeral Home in Mahnomen.
Interment: First Lutheran Church Cemetery in Mahnomen.
Arrangements: Anderson Family Funeral Home of Mahnomen. 
Online: www.andersonfamilyfh.com

Kevin “Scrap” Heinonen Sr.
Kevin “Scrap” Heinonen Sr., 60, of Ponsford, died Oct. 23 at Oak Crossing in Detroit

Lakes, Minn.
Kevin Scott Heinonen was born Oct. 9, 1963, in Park Rapids, Minn., to Lester and

Dorothy (Thompson) Heinonen.  He grew up in South Minneapolis, Minn., where he
attended Phillips High School.  Following his schooling, Scrap entered the workforce

hanging sheetrock and working at IGA.  In 1985, Kevin was united
in marriage to Elaine Dow.  The couple made their home in South
Minneapolis and were blessed with six children. While living in
South Minneapolis, Kevin continued to provide for his family and
worked at Kaplan Brothers and Sears. 

In 1994, Kevin moved his family north to Shell Lake to make
their home. He was employed by the Shooting Star Casino in
Mahnomen in the Maintenance Department. Over the next several
years he worked different jobs including working the potato har-
vest and for Hartman Hide and Fur.   

Scrap was an easy-going individual who enjoyed simple
things like playing bingo, cribbage, a cold beverage and visiting

with family and friends.  He liked to tinker and make something out of nothing!  He will
be greatly missed by all who knew and loved him.

Kevin is survived by sons: Kevin Sr. (Andrea), Timothy and Richard; daughters:
Heather Heinonen, Crystal Heinonen and Mary Lynn Heinonen; several grandchildren;
brothers: Mike, Perry, Leslie and Robin; sisters: Lori Heinonen, Sheila Harvala and Lisa
Heinonen; and many nieces, nephews and friends.  

He was preceded in death by his parents, Lester and Dorothy.  
Visitation began Nov. 1 and continued until the time of the funeral on Nov. 2, both at

the Pine Point Community Center.
Interment: Breck Memorial Episcopal Cemetery in Ponsford.
Arrangements: Anderson Family Funeral Home of Mahnomen. 
Online: www.andersonfamilyfh.com

Stanley Eugene Warren
Stanley Eugene Warren, 85, of Callaway, died Nov. 22 at home.  He was surrounded by

family.
Stanley was born June 29, 1938, in White Earth to the late John James and Isabelle A.

(Bellecourt) Warren.  He attended area schools, and went on to join the U.S. Air Force, hon-
orably serving his country for four years.  Following his military
service, Stanley met and married Virginia (Giefer), the love of his
life.  The two were wed on May 8, 1965, and soon after moved to
Wahpeton, N.D., where Stanley took a job at the Wahpeton Indian
School.  He went on to work in maintenance for the U.S. Postal
Service, from which he retired.  Stanley and Virginia then moved to
Callaway.

Stanley enjoyed fishing and hunting, painting for family and
friends, and “wild ricing.”  He enjoyed time spent at the family lake
cabin; however, his greatest love was for his family.  He will be
sadly missed.

Stanley is survived by his daughters: Mary (Jim) Cepek, Kerry
Warren and Barb Warren; siblings: Joe (the late Sharon) Warren, Ronnie Warren and Kathy
Hummingbird; grandchildren: Derek Saunders, Jacob Cepek, Christian Cepek, Brooke
Saunders, Jayme Cepek and Karrly Mehl; great-grandchildren, Alexia and Elaina, as well as
an expected great-grandchild.

He was preceded in death by his parents; his loving wife, Virginia; brothers: Ray, John
“Buzz,” Warren “Dude,” Lyle, Russell and Roger; and sister, Marguerite.

A Mass of Christian burial was held Nov. 29 at St. Benedict’s Catholic Church.
Interment: Calvary Catholic Cemetery with full military honors.
The family wishes to thank the staff of Hospice of the Red River Valley for their kind

and compassionate care of Stanley.
Arrangements: David-Donehower Funeral Home of Detroit Lakes, Minn. 
Online: www.daviddonehower.com 

Viola (Vi) (Hanson) Charboneau
Viola (Vi) (Hanson) Charboneau transitioned in life on Nov. 12 at Sanford Medical

Center in Fargo, N.D.  Vi was surrounded by loving family the last several days before
moving on.   

Vi was born in Wolf Point, Mont., to Charles and Viola Hanson on March 8, 1936.  Vi
and her family moved to Twin Valley, Minn., where she went to school and met the love

of her life, Kenneth (Ken) Charboneau.  They married on June 21,
1953.   

After marrying Ken, Vi moved to the Charboneau family farm
where she helped Ken care for his aging parents.  Vi and Ken had
five children; Frank, Theresa (Kemper), Charles, Mark and Tom.
Vi went to work at Mahnomen Hospital as a nurse’s aid.  The pas-
sion she had for her work led her to get her LPN (Licensed
Practical Nurse) certification and RN (Registered Nurse) degree.  

While pursuing her LPN and RN, Vi worked on Ambulance
Services as an EMT (Emergency Medical Technician).   Vi assisted
on numerous calls that helped residents.   She was offered a posi-
tion as a Home Health Care Nurse for Indian Health Services in

White Earth, which she gladly accepted.   Vi worked as a Home Health Care Nurse for
over 25 years.   She held a deep affection for those she served and they had a great appre-
ciation for everything she did for them.   After retiring she wanted to continue to serve the
community.  She worked at the Mahnomen Food Shelf several days of the week, enjoying
the company of friends whom she worked with.  Vi also was a volunteer at the Mahnomen
Museum.  For her dedicated volunteerism, she received the “Golden Deeds Award” from
GFWC Library Club, Unity – In – Diversity in 2019.   Vi worked up to the last week before
transitioning.  

Vi was preceded in death by her parents, Charles and Viola Hanson; siblings, Carl,
Blaine and Margaret; husband, Ken; and her son, Mark.  

She is survived by sister, Mary; sons: Frank (Hildy), Charles (Valerie) and Tom; and
daughter, Theresa (Robert Kemper); grandchildren: Jessica, Cory, Natalie, Nicole, Kelly,
Mindy, Lonnie, Aaron and Lindsa; and 22 great grandchildren and seven great great grand-
children.  

A celebration of life was held at St Michaels cemetery with family and close friends.
Vi’s wish was to have donations made to the Mahnomen Food Shelf or the Mahnomen
Museum in her name in lieu of flowers.  

Arrangements: Anderson Family Funeral Home of Mahnomen. 
Online: www.andersonfamilyfh.com
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Obituaries

Kane Jacob Miller
Kane Miller, infant son of Jake Miller and Jesse “Jaddey” Wadena, passed away Oct.

30, 2023, at the University of Minnesota Masonic Children’s Hospital.
Kane Jacob Miller came into this world on Sept. 1 at St. Mary’s Hospital in Detroit

Lakes, Minn.  In that moment, Jaddey and Jake knew their little Kane would do things his
own way and in his own time.  

After being made aware of the baby’s health challenges during
the pregnancy, a delivery was planned in Rochester, Minn., with a
specialized medical team, but Kane decided to arrive early, keeping
his parents on their toes.  He immediately received his first heli-
copter ride to receive care at the Children’s Hospital in Minneapolis.
Kane had so many caring doctors, nurses, family members, and
friends supporting him during every moment of his life. His care
team at the hospital was a huge part of his life, they were his family,
and they made sure he was taken care of every minute of each day.  

All Kane ever knew was love.  Jake and Jaddey had been told
they’d likely only spend less than a week with their angel, but they
had faith he’d be with them longer.  So, although never long enough,

the gift of 60 days together was a true blessing. Over these precious 699 hours, they saw the
sparkle in Kane’s eyes, how he responded to his mom and dad’s voices, and how his little
personality flourished.  He was stubborn, feisty, and was very outspoken.  In fact, Kane was
so outspoken that the nurses often said he “spicy” as he let them know exactly what he
liked… or what he didn’t.  Kane was a true warrior and brought so many people together.
As his story was shared, communities near and far supported and prayed for Kane and his
family.  This shared love provided a shield around Kane and helped all of their faith grow
stronger. Kane will forever be held in their hearts until they can hold him again in Heaven. 

Kane will be missed by his parents; brothers: Lucas, Adrian and Eli Miller; grandpar-
ents: Jack and Lisa Fabre, Tracy Wadena, Athelia Miller-Harrison, Jesse Alvarado, and Ann
Brown; great grandparents: Carol and Doug Fabre, Jenny and John Uruo, Wanda Folstrom,
and Florene Harrison; aunts and uncles: Joshua Jerome, Levi Jerome, Cierra (Aaron
Donovan) Miller, Isiah Miller, Elijiah Miller, Brandon Harrison, Tyler Harrison, Marquis
Miller, Tiana Miller, Taylor (Brandon) Tellefario, Luke Wadena, Tesshelle (Lucas Hisgun)
Brown, Mercedes Fabre, Jack “Buddy” Fabre, Amber (Dustin) Johnson, Zachary Neeland,
Justice Alvarado, Jesse Alvarado Jr., and Jordan Alvarado; and many, many loving cousins.  

He is being held in Heven by his grandpa’s, Randy Miller and Mike Brown; cousin,
Uriah Miller; great grandparents: Chip and Bonnie Wadena, Ramero Alvarado, and Ambrose
Thompson; great great grandmother, Mary Oppegard; and great uncle, Oscar Oppegard.   

Visitation was held Nov. 7 and continued until the time of the funeral on Nov. 8, all at
the Naytahwaush Sports Complex. 

Interment: St. Agnes Cemetery in rural Lengby, Minn. 
Arrangements: Anderson Family Funeral Home of Mahnomen. 
Online: www.andersonfamilyfh.com

Kevin Jerome Basswood Jr.
Kevin Basswood Jr., “Manidoo inini” which means “Spirit Man,” the son of Crystal

Tucker and Kevin Basswood Sr., passed away on Oct. 6. He was born Sept. 7, 1994.
Kevin spent a lot of his youth growing up in Pine Point with his three younger siblings:

Brittany Tucker-Spears, Tiffany Tucker-Spears, and Blaze Tucker. He enjoyed video games
and football growing up.  As he got older, he loved spending his free time driving around

listening to his music, visiting his family, and watching the Vikings
on Sundays. 

He loved his family and friends; he was always hyper and jok-
ing around. He has always been known to go out of his way to help
you, no matter what, he would give you the clothes off his back if
he needed too. He had three adorable little kids: Kiauna Basswood
as his oldest daughter, Cayden Clark as his son, and another that
passed away during pregnancy. He had an unbreakable bond with
his nieces and nephew.

Those greeting Kevin in the Spirit World are his mother,
Crystal Tucker; grandmother, Patsy Warren; and many relatives and
friends.

Kevin is survived by his grandmother, Delores Bellanger; father, Kevin Basswood Sr.;
son, Kayden Basswood; daughter, Kianna Basswood; brother, Blaze Tucker; sisters, Brittany
Tucker-Spears and Tiffany Tucker-Spears; nieces: Envy Tucker, Azayla Tucker, Aiyanna
Tucker, and A’lani Tucker; nephew, Armani Tucker;  aunties: Rochelle Basswood, Kristine,
Missy, Tina, Nakita, and Zeegwunikay Warren; uncles: Leroy and Kelvin Basswood, and
Harley Warren, and numerous other relatives and friends.

A wake for Kevin began Oct. 13 and continued until his Traditional Service on Oct. 14,
all held at the Pine Point Community Center. The Spiritual Advisor was Allen Hardy. 

Those helping to lay Kevin to rest were Blaze Tucker, Randy Kettle, Dan Warren, Brett
Stevens, Devon French, Randy Warren, Kristine Warren, and Zeegwunikay Warren. 

Honorary pallbearers were Brittany Tucker-Spears, Tiffany Tucker-Spears, Adrian
Warren, Brett Warren, and Delores Bellanger. 

Interment: St. Theodore Catholic Cemetery in Ponsford.
Arrangements: Northern Peace Funeral Home of Walker, Minn. 
Online: www.northernpeace.com

Douglas “Doug” C. Engberg
Douglas Engberg, 67, of Williston, N.D., passed away during the night on Oct. 18 at

his home in Williston.
Douglas Colt Engberg was born May 10, 1956, in Williston to John (Jack) and Ada

(Goodwin) Engberg. Doug grew up in Williston and graduated from Williston High
School in 1974.

Doug had many jobs as a roughneck for different companies in North Dakota and
Montana.

In his free time, his hobbies were hunting, fishing, and he had a love for art. In 2020,
Doug returned to Williston. He was a proud member of the Williston Area Visual Artists
(WAVA) group who encouraged him to start repainting as a hobby. There, he met a close
friend and mentor, Linda Beard. She was instrumental in encouraging and arranging to
have paintings shown in various galleries. Doug’s paintings on leather are currently dis-
played in a traveling Art Exhibition sponsored by North Dakota Art Gallery Association
until Aug. 31, 2024.

The family expresses sincere thanks to Linda, The Framing Shop, and WAVA for their
support and encouragement of Doug’s art.

Doug is survived by his daughters, Sarah Lauinger of Bismarck, N.D., Christina
Engberg of Spokane, Wash.; brother, John Engberg of Williston; sister, Roseann
(Erickson) of Williston; and his grandchildren: Nick, Zach (Sarah), Alia, Colten, Deja, and
Bentley (Christina).  He is preceded in death by his parents, Jack and Ada; and his special
friend, Linda Beard.

Keeping with Doug’s wishes, cremation has taken place under the care of Everson-
Coughlin Funeral Home and Cremation Services of Williston.

Arrangements: Everson-Coughlin Funeral Home and Cremation Services.
Online: www.eversoncoughlin.com

Mary Rose (Thompson) Benais
Mary Rose (Thompson) Benais, 30, of Moorhead, Minn., passed away unexpectedly on

Nov. 3. 
Mary was born on May 12, 1993, in Roseville, Minn., to Kenneth Castonguay and

Marion Thompson. She attended school in Pine Point and later in Park Rapids, Minn. 
Mary exhibited her feisty spirit from a young age. At just 5

years old, she fearlessly practiced boxing with her brothers, show-
casing her indomitable toughness. Known for her strong work ethic,
Mary often juggled multiple jobs simultaneously, embracing any
task with dedication and determination. She was very involved in
the restaurant industry and later took an interest in auto mechanics. 

In 2015, Mary was blessed with the arrival of her beautiful son,
Adrial. Undeterred by challenges, she obtained her GED in her late
20s and pursued further education, studying auto mechanics at the
Minnesota State Community and Technical College and later took
an interest in cosmetology. On Oct. 30, 2021, Mary married Troy
Benais and the couple made their home in Moorhead. 

Known as the life of the party, Mary effortlessly made friends wherever she went and
enjoyed the company of friends and family. She was a wonderful aunt to her nieces and
nephews, spending time with them making memories. Proud of her Native heritage, she was
a Powwow Princess growing up. In her leisure time, Mary found joy in tinkering with vehi-
cles, including the hands-on task of fixing her own car. Whether engaging in leeching,
laughing with friends, or embarking on small side projects to earn a living, Mary’s enthusi-
asm for life was evident. Her beautiful spirit is dancing in Heaven, and she will be greatly
missed by those who loved her.

Mary is survived by her loving husband, Troy Benais; son, Adrial Bruguier; mother,
Marion Thompson; siblings: Ethan (Jessica) Smith, Albert James Basswood III, Sharon
Lynn Basswood, Tommy Lee Basswood; Travis Lee Castonguay (Bridget Klytta), Brandon
Ken Castonguay, and Kallie Jo Castonguay; and many nieces and nephews. 

Mary was preceded in death by her father, Kenneth; and brother, Chad Michael
Castonguay.

Visitation began Nov. 15 and continued until the time of the funeral on Nov. 16, both at
the Pine Point Community Center. 

Interment: Breck Memorial Episcopal Cemetery in Ponsford.
Arrangements: Anderson Family Funeral Home of Mahnomen. 
Online: www.andersonfamilyfh.com
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David Alan Pergl
David Pergl, 63, of Mahnomen, died Nov. 4 at the Mahnomen Health Center Nursing

Home.
David Alan Pergl was born Sept. 21, 1960, in Detroit Lakes, Minn., to James and

Delora (Wille) Pergl.  He grew up east of Mahnomen on the farm and attended school in
Mahnomen.  Following high school, Dave entered the workforce.  Together with RoxAnne

Deitz, they welcomed a daughter, Shawna. 
Dave worked as a meat cutter at Walt’s Jack and Jill for a time

before being employed by Finke’s Sanitation for several years.
Dave met Janice Antell and his family grew in size and they made
their home together in Mahnomen.  Dave and Janice were able to
spend 30+ wonderful years together.   He later worked at the
Shooting Star Casino in Mahnomen as a slot attendant.  Due to his
failing health Dave was forced to take an early retirement and after
a debilitating stroke, he has made his home at the nursing home
since. 

Dave will be remembered for his infectious laugh and the ten-
dency to be heard before being seen.  He had a great big heart and

was always putting others’ wellbeing before his own.  Dave also had a great sense of
humor and was known to be a jokester and liked to tease family and friends alike.  He
enjoyed a cold beverage, working at the casino where he could shoot the breeze with staff
and patrons and in more recent years, hearing about his grandkid’s activities.

Dave is survived by his daughter, Shawna (Nicholas) Geray and their two children,
Kylie and Ethan, all of Winger, Minn.; significant other, Janice Antell and her children and
grandchildren:  Shelly and her children, Divinity and Rylee, Andrea and Jordan, all whom
he acknowledged like his own, in addition to nieces, nephews and extended family.  

He was preceded in death by his parents; sister, Janice; and brothers: James Jr., Kenny,
Steve and Jack.

Blessed be the Memory of David Pergl.
Memorial services were held Nov. 9 at the Anderson Family Funeral Home in

Mahnomen.
Arrangements: Anderson Family Funeral Home of Mahnomen. 
Online: www.andersonfamilyfh.com

The next White Earth Elders
Commission meeting is scheduled for
Tuesday, Dec. 12 at 2 p.m. at
Biimaadiiziiwiin in White Earth. 

It is open to guests. We follow
Robert’s Rules of Order to take care of
commission business and we offer guests
a few minutes prior to the start of our
meeting or more time at end of meeting to
address the commission. 

An Elder can contact any of us with
their concerns by email at eldercommis-
sion@ eldernutrition.onmicrosoft.com or

with a call to Ayecia Kemp, Executive
Admin at 218-983-3285  Ext. 5900 or
Felecia Bellanger, Elder and Vulnerable
Adult Program Manager at 218-983-3285
Ext. 3288.
Elders Commission Members:
Pamela Aspinwall
SJ Hanks
Emily Annette
Francine Day
Robin Ankeny
Rebecca McCradie
Toni Vizenor

White Earth Elders Commission

tion.
Attending various events alongside the

White Earth Honor Guard, I couldn't help
but marvel at their unwavering commitment.
It's truly awe-inspiring to witness our
Ogichidaa/Veterans continually serving our
people, proudly representing our Native
Nation. Even in a month dedicated to honor-
ing Veterans, these individuals persist in vol-
unteering and serving, undeterred by chal-
lenging weather conditions, be it snow, rain,
or shine. A special acknowledgment goes

out to our Honor Guard and all our
Veterans—Chi Miigwech for your excep-
tional service.
Contacts
Eugene Sommers
Eugene.Sommers@whiteearth-nsn.gov
Office Phone: 218-983-3285, Ext. 5921
Cell Phone: 218-396-9502
Christopher Vanwert Jr
Chrstopher.Vanwert@whiteearth-nsn.gov
Cell Phone: 218-850-2533

Sommers from Page 5
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RREMINDEREMINDER!!
Howah Ads are $5 with a

picture or $4 without. 
All payments must 

be made in advance.
No exceptions

Howah Ads

Happy 1st Birthday 
To Our Baby Son

Daniel Van Warren Jr
Love Dad & Mom (Dec. 1st)

Happy Birthday to my 
Brother Frankie 

Love you tons - Wiffers

Happy Birthday 
Jackie

From
G-ma
and 
the 

J-Babes

Dec. 
21

Happy Birthday

Melanie T.
Dec. 29th

Love, 
Your girls, family 

and friends

Happy Birthday

Joe T. Sr.
Dec. 18th

Love, 
Terri, Ella, Eevi, 

Emani & Weston.  
Joe & Melanie. 
And friends...

Happy 3rd Birthday 
Ayzlee

Love,
your

Family!

Dec.
19th

Happy 6th Birthday 
Kyle Jr.

Love,
your

Family!

Dec.
26th

Happy 8th Birthday 
Morgan

Love - your Family!
Dec. 27th

of challenging Majiikiwis. With the help of the
Nigig- otter, Zhaashaawanibiisens - martin, and little
Waawaabiganoojiinh- mouse, Nanaboozhoo con-
fronted Majiikiwis and engaged in a mighty battle.
After a turbulent struggle, Nanaboozhoo managed to
defeat Majiikiwis and release his buddy manido spir-
it- Jiibaybooz from the underworld. Giizis father sun-
had been held captive, was finally free. With the help
of Nigig, Zhaashaawanibiisens, and
Waawaabiganoojiinh Nanaboozhoo captured Giizis’s
radiant light and threw it back into the sky. As the
light returned, the days began to grow longer, and our
world was once again filled with warmth and life.

But Nanaboozhoo's task was not yet complete.
The turtle, known for its ancient wisdom, and Oshki
Ikwe, new woman spirit, a celestial being, walked the
night sky, creating the beautiful trail of stars we now
know as the Jiibay Miikana the Milky Way. This
celestial pathway serves as a guide for departed
souls, leading them safely back to their eternal home.
Miskwaadesi- turtle and Oshki Ikwe worked tireless-
ly, ensuring the spirits find their way, so the balance
of life and death is maintained. Miigwech and thanks
to the bravery and determination of Nanaboozhoo,
Giizis was restored, the days grew longer, and the
souls of the departed found their way home, guided
by the timeless beauty of the Jiibay Miikana. This
story teaches us Zoongide’iwin importance of
courage, friendship, and the everlasting connection
between the spiritual and natural worlds in
Anishinaabe bimaadiziwin, our healthy Native life
traditions. 

Recently there has been a huge outbreak of
Covid-19 in Minnesota. Several people have come
down with it; so prayers for everyone’s safety and
good health. Our White Earth Tribal Health
Department has an update.

The White Earth Tribal Health Department con-
tinues to fight against Covid-19 and Influenza.  The
nurses hosted several Covid-19 and Influenza vacci-
nation clinics in November.  If you were unable to
make it to a vaccination clinic and would like to
receive your Covid-19 or Influenza vaccination,
please call the White Earth Tribal Health Department
at 218-983-3286 Ext. 1277 to schedule an appoint-
ment.  

I cannot stress enough the importance of protect-
ing yourself and others from illness by helping to
stop the spread of germs.  Please see the tips below
about actions you can take to help protect yourself
and others.

1.  Avoid close contact.
Avoid close contact with people who are sick.

When you are sick, keep your distance from others to
protect them from getting sick too.

2.  Stay home when you are sick.

If possible, stay home from work, school, and
errands when you are sick. This will help prevent
spreading your illness to others.

3.  Cover your mouth and nose.
Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when

coughing or sneezing. It may prevent those around
you from getting sick. Respiratory viruses spread
mainly by droplets made when people cough, sneeze
or talk.

4.  Clean your hands.
Washing your hands often will help protect you

from germs. If soap and water are not available, use
an alcohol-based hand rub. 

5.  Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth.
Germs can be spread when a person touches

something that is contaminated with germs and then
touches his or her eyes, nose, or mouth.

6.  Practice other good health habits.
Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces

at home, work, or school, especially when someone
is ill. Get plenty of sleep, be physically active, man-
age your stress, drink plenty of fluids, and eat nutri-
tious food.

Nimiigwechwendam, I am thankful our White
Earth Health Department and their update and ser-
vices.  You all are doing amazing work.

I want to wish everyone a beautiful holiday sea-
son and I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving
holiday.

Baamaapii wiingezin.
Miigwech bizindawiyeg. 
Gigawaabamininim naagaj. 
Take it easy.
Thank you for listening to me. 
See you all later. 

Chairman, 
Michael Fairbanks

Happy Belated Birthday

Joe T. Jr.
Nov. 14th

Love you son!

Family and friends

You can reach the AT at today@whiteearth-nsn.gov

Football from Front Page

Blake McMullen, #12, made an 8-yard touch-
down run with 7:22 left in the game. The
Thunderbirds scored again when Zachary Zima ran
4 yards for a touchdown with 1:53 left in the game.

Mahnomen-Waubun limited the Tigers to just
68 yards rushing. However, the Tigers  used passing
to gain 209 yards and two touchdowns. The Tigers
had 277 total yards of offense. The Thunderbirds ran
for 200 yards, and had 241 total yards of offense.

We are very proud of our Thunderbirds and
their awesome season. It isn’t often that a team
makes it to the State Semifinals and an opportunity
to play at US Bank Stadium. Congratulations on a
great 2023 Season!

Thank you from WE R Furr
WE R Furr had a successful clinic on Nov. 26!  We

spayed/neutered seven dogs and nine cats! We also had
more than 30 pets in for vaccines! We are a low-cost,
volunteer-run organization. We would not be able to pro-
vide these clinics without donations and the affordable
rental space we have from the White Earth Land
Recovery Project for our clinic.

Chi miigwech on behalf of the people of the reserva-
tion and the animals they love! If you have questions or
would like to set up a low-cost spay/neuter for your pet
please call or text 218-401-4398.

Attention
AT Readers
Please let us know if you 

recently moved, or have moved
in the past few years so we can
cancel your old address. Also let
us know if your address or your

name needs to be corrected.

Email: 
today@whiteearth-nsn.gov
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You can read the current 
and past issues 

of the newspaper at
www.whiteearth.com

WE TRIBAL COURT
CHILDREN’S COURT 

In the Matter of the Welfare of the Child(ren) of: 
Melissa Jackson
Summons of Petition and Hearing Notice

Court File No. CP2023-00024

YOU ARE HEREBY notified that on October
13, 2023, a Child in Need of Protection and/or
Services Petition was filed with the White
Earth Tribal Court regarding your child in file
CP2023-00024. A Pretrial hearing on the mat-
ter is scheduled for December 18, 2023, at 1:00
P.M. You are asked to contact White Earth
Tribal Court Administration located at the RTC
in White Earth, Minnesota at 218-983-4648. If
you fail to appear for this hearing the Court
may find you in default and enter an order.

Dated: November 20, 2023
Veronica Newcomer
Attorney for White Earth Indian Child Welfare

Affidavit of Publication
WHITE EARTH BAND OF OJIBWE )
WHITE EARTH RESERVATION ) ss.
STATE OF MINNESOTA )
White Earth Tribal Court
Merri Lu Crandall, 

Petitioner,
and
Sophia Beaupre., DOB: 03/02/1995;

Respondent.
SUMMONS File No. OP2023-00047
THE WHITE EARTH BAND OF OJIBWE TO
THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT:
A Permanent Order for Protection has been
issued on September 26, 2023, based on the
Affidavit and Petition for Order for Protection
in this matter. 
If you fail to respond to this petition, judgment
by default will be taken against you. 
NOTICE OF RESTRAINING PROVISIONS
SERVICE OF THIS SUMMONS MAKES
THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS
APPLY TO THIS ACTION UNLESS THEY
ARE MODIFIED BY THE COURT OR THE
PROCEEDING DISMISSED:
(1)RESPONDENT SHALL NOT COMMIT
ACTS OF DOMESTIC ABUSE AGAINST
THE PETITIONER.
(2)RESPONDENT MUST NOT HAVE ANY
CONTACT WITH PETITIONER WHETHER
IN PERSON, WITH OR THROUGH OTHER
PERSON, BY TELEPHONE, LETTER OR
ANY OTHER WAY 
IF YOU VIOLATE ANY OF THESE PROVI-
SIONS, YOU WILL BE SUBJECT TO SANC-
TIONS BY THE COURT.

LEGAL NOTICE
In the White Earth Nation Tribal Court

In the Matter of the Welfare of: R.D.C. DOB: 01/31/2014, Minor Child. 
White Earth Indian Child Welfare, Petitioner, v. Ashley Nicole Sommers and 

George Gerald Coon IV, Respondents. 
Court File No. CC19-0223.

To: Ashley Nicole Sommers and George Gerald Coon IV
It is Ordered and Notice is Hereby Given that a Petition to Transfer Permanent 

Legal and Physical Custody was filed in the White Earth Tribal Court on November
14, 2023. A hearing on the above petition will be held January 30, 2024 at 9:00 a.m.
Central Standard Time, or as soon thereafter as counsel may be heard via phone at
the White Earth Nation Tribal Court, White Earth Reservation, 35500 Eagleview

Rd., White Earth, MN 56591.
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED BY THIS SUMMONS AND NOTICE 

THAT YOU ARE REQUIRED TO APPEAR AT THIS HEARING AT THE DATE,
TIME AND PLACE NOTED ABOVE. FAILURE TO ATTEND THIS HEARING

MAY RESULT IN A DEFAULT JUDGEMENT BEING GRANTED FOR THE
PETITIONER.BY THE COURT

DAVID DEGROAT
Judge

Ellisa Morson,
Clerk of Court

Attorney for the Petitioner, Tessa V. Jacobson
35500 Eagle View Rd., 
White Earth, MN 56591

White Earth Nation has a 
Facebook page!  Visit us for 

the latest updates

www.facebook.com/
WhiteEarthNation

DL is hosting Wreaths Across America
Wreaths Across America will be held

Dec. 16 at 11 a.m. at Veterans Memorial
Park on Washington Avenue in Detroit
Lakes, Minn.

Each December on National Wreaths
Across America Day, our mission to
Remember, Honor and Teach is carried out
by coordinating wreath-laying ceremonies at
Arlington National Cemetery, as well as at
more than 3,400 additional locations in all
50 U.S. States, at sea and aboard, including
Detroit Lakes (the only location in west cen-
tral Minnesota).

Each year, since 2015, the Detroit
Lakes Community and Veterans Group gath-
er to honor our Veterans, National Guard,
Reserve and Active-Duty Members and their
Families as part of the annual Wreaths
Across America Day.

Each location selected has historical
meaning and are to remind us of those who
serve to defend our freedom.The public can
attend and participate, it’s free. 

Schedule for Saturday, Dec. 16
11 a.m. - Veterans Memorial Park.

Wreaths will be dedicated to honor all our
service members and Veterans.

11:20 a.m. - Grand Army of the
Republic Park on Washington Ave.  This
park is dedicated to the men and women
who ended slavery and preserved the Union.
Detroit Lakes has one of the three parks in
the nation dedicated to the Grand Army of
the Republic (GAR).

11:30 a.m. - WWII Memorial at
Boys/Girls Club. 

11:40 a.m. - Oak Grove Cemetery
Noon - Holy Rosary Cemetery.
We honor all service members with a

wreath laying at the GAR statue at Oak
Grove cemetery and flagpole at Holy
Rosary.

The event is sponsored by “The
Colonel” Tom and Pam Mortensen Fund,
Logan Brigade and Detroit Lakes Women’s
Relief Corps.
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Elder Winterizing Program

White Earth Housing Authority’s Winter Maintenance

Did You Know...
You can read the current and past issues of the

Anishinaabeg Today online at www.whiteearth.com
for free!  The online issues feature more color and

you can read them right away when the paper
comes out on the first Wednesday 

morning of each month.



You can reach the Anishinaabeg Today 
at 218-983-3285 Ext. 5903 

or email today@whiteearth-nsn.gov
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Attention New Homeowners 
& Existing Homeowners

If you are in need of a Well and Sewer System for your
house/ trailer home you can contact White Earth Water
& Sewer for an application as we receive grants.

Requirements to qualify for the grants are:
* Tribal Enrolled member

* Reside on the White Earth Reservation
* Show proof of land (Land Deed/Tribal Land 

agreement) and proof of homeownership
* 18 years of age or older

* Must have electricity, heat source, and interior
plumbing to the home
* Income verification 

(some existing home owners grants require) 
Contact us at 218-983-3202

Notice of Available Position(s) 
GAMING COMMISSIONER 

White Earth Band Gaming Commission
Description of the Position. The White Earth Tribal Council

(Band) is seeking applications for serving as a member of the White Earth
Gaming Commission (“Commission”). The Commission is a five-person
body that is a subdivision of the White Earth Band. The Commission is
responsible for ensuring that all gaming activities within the Band’s juris-
diction are conducted in conformance with the applicable policies and
regulations including the Bands Gaming Ordinance.

Eligibility. In addition to the qualifications set forth below, candi-
dates for the Commission shall have experience and training of sufficient
scope, depth and relevancy to enable him/her to fulfill his/her duties as
shown through experience in gaming or other regulatory affairs, public
accounting or business finance, public or business administration, judicial
or dispute resolution services, criminal justice, civil or criminal investiga-
tion, or law. Candidates must be an enrolled member of White Earth.

Appointment Process. Commissioners are appointed by the Tribal
Council and serve a four (4) year term of office. A Commissioner must
meet all applicable licensing standards under the Bands Gaming ordi-
nance as determined through a comprehensive background investigation
to be conducted prior to appointment. This appointee will fulfill the term
ending December 31, 2027.

Time Commitment. The Commission typically meets one (1) day
per month. Commissioners may spend some limited additional time in
Commission business outside of meetings and available for training onsite
or online.

Stipend. This is not a full-time position and Commissioners are not
eligible for any Band employee benefits. Commissioners are compensated
as independent contractors at a rate established by the current approved
Gaming Commission Compensation policy by the Tribal Council.

Qualifications. No person shall serve on the Commission if that
person is:

(1) Under the age of eighteen (18);
(2) Been convicted or terminated from any Gaming operation for

theft, misappropriation or fraud of any kind.
(3) A Judge or employee of the Tribal Court.
(4) Employed by any Gaming Operation.
(5) Resides in the same household with a person employed as a

Primary Management Official or Key Employee of any Gaming
Operation.

(6) Has a direct or indirect financial interest in the Gaming
Operation, including any Management Contractor, or a direct financial
interest in any Gaming Supplier. For purposes of this Section, (i) direct
financial interest shall not include the right to per capita distributions of
Gaming revenues pursuant to the IGRA but shall include direct ownership
of stock in a publicly traded company and, (ii) indirect financial interest
shall not include ownership of any mutual funds that hold such stock.

(7) Employed or otherwise serves in a position with responsibilities
that create a conflict of interest or the appearance of a conflict of interest
with the duties and responsibilities of the Commission, as determined by
the Tribal Council; or

(8) Unable to establish and maintain eligibility to serve as a Gaming
Commissioner under the requirements set forth in this Section.

Ethics Requirements. Gaming Commissioners are subject to the
Gaming Ordinance Code of Ethics located under section X (10).

How To Apply. White Earth members who meet the qualifications,
and are willing to be considered for appointment, must submit a letter of
intent or resume describing your qualifications, by one of the following
methods by 4:30 pm December 8, 2023.

Mail:
Christie Haverkamp 
White Earth Compliance Director 
PO Box 395
Mahnomen, MN 56557
Fax: 218-935-5087 Att: Christie Haverkamp, White Earth

Compliance Director
Email: Christie.haverkamp@whiteearth-nsn.gov
As stated above, prior to appointment, a comprehensive background

investigation will be conducted by the Compliance Division to determine
whether the potential appointee meets all applicable licensing standards
under the Bands Gaming Ordinance. Therefore, a potential appointee
must obtain a release of information form, complete, and return to the
Compliance Background and Adjudication Department, all required back-
ground investigation forms.

Two (2) Gaming Commissioner positions are available to fulfill a
term ending December 2027. This posting shall remain open until
December 8, 2023.

For questions concerning the application and process, please contact
the White Earth Compliance Director Christie.haverkamp@whiteearth-
nsn.gov.
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Help Wanted

IN NEED OF SEPTIC PUMPING?
If you need your sewer system pumped call 
the White Earth Water & Sewer Department

at 218-983-3202
Tribal Enrolled Elders (55 & older) - $25

Tribal Enrolled Members (54 & younger) - $80
Non-enrollees (any age) - $115
White Earth Businesses - $115

Other Businesses - $120
(You must live on the White Earth Reservation)

Community Health Liaison (75% position) 
The Community Health Liaison will be responsible for

enhancing relationships and interactions among commu-
nity members in White Earth and the University of
Minnesota Medical School’s Center of American Indian
and Minority Health. This person will work to implement
youth engagement activities within White Earth, with a
goal of supporting youth into health careers, and will help
ensure the stability and longevity of the University of
Minnesota physician team working within the White Earth
Indian Health Service. 
Salary Range: $45,000-$60,000
For more information, visit:
https://hr.myu.umn.edu/jobs/ext/358728 
Job ID: 358728

Thank You

More than 250 registered dancers and 21 total drums
attended the White Earth Veterans Powwow on Nov. 11-12
at the Mahnomen Shooting Star Casino.  The Vets were hon-
ored with the gift of a winnowing tray, wild rice, and maple
syrup. 

Miigwech aapiji from the White Earth Powwow
Committee to the following:
- Miigwech to all attendees, singers, and dancers, especially
our Veterans, Elders, and Powwow Royalty
- Miigwech to our White Earth Reservation Business
Committee for sponsoring this event
- Miigwech to the Shooting Star Casino for hosting this
event
- Miigwech to White Earth Health for $1,000 Spot Dance
donations
-Miigwech to all vendors who donated items for the silent
auction
-Miigwech to our hired guns: Spiritual Advisor, MCs, ADs,
and RC Sound
- Miigwech to the Acute Care Program for their assistance 
- Miigwech to you all.  Please stay safe and well. Travel
safely. 

Weweni sa go giinawaa.
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Community gathers in NTW

Photo by Tricia Jones
More than 160 people attended the P-Town Rapid Response
Round Dance held Nov. 18 at the Pine Point Community Center.
The dance was organized by the Access to Recovery Rapid
Response Team (ORO, CHOW and CSO). They would like to
give a shout out to ICW and WESA for sponsoring the event. 

In November, White Earth Mental Health sponsored an event in the
Naytahwaush community that was sponsored by community mem-
bers. These community members were brought together through
the Gathering of Native Americans (GONA) event that was held in
October. On the final day of the GONA, participants worked collab-
oratively in groups to promote generosity by planning ways to give
back to our communities and share graciously. This group planned
a community event that consisted of an Open Mic Event and Chili
Cook-Off to encourage togetherness within the community. The
event had approximately 70 attendees. Miigwech to the community
members that worked hard to plan this fun event, and to all of the
attendees that made the event memorable!   Pictured from left are
Gabrielle Klicker, Jesse Gellings, Chris Leslie, Heidi Goodwin, and
Judy Simpson.  Not pictured: Tabash Ogitchida and Amanda Walz.

Submitted photo

Rapid Response Round Dance

Pine Point community hosts Diabetic Health Fair
By Amy Elfering RN,
White Earth Nation Tribal Public Health

Pine Point hosted its first Diabetic Health Fair
on Nov. 8.  A Diabetic Health Fair is an event that
focuses on educating people about diabetes and pro-
viding resources for those diagnosed with the condi-
tion.  

The health fair included information from
healthcare professionals, vendors offering diabetic-
friendly products, and free immunizations.  The goal
of the event was to raise awareness about diabetes
and empower those affected by it to take control of
their health.

There was a great turnout at the health fair - 156
people attended.  Congratulations to the winners and
all who participated in the soup and bread contest.

Soup category (seven entries)
1st - Sherry Emerson
2nd - Dayton Jones
3rd - Allison Jones
Bread category (nine entries)
1st - Arlys Bloom
2nd - Pat Miller
3rd - Pogo Roberts
Special guest Dr. Kham Ung, podiatrist (aka

“Foot Doctor,”) was in attendance.  Dr. Ung is highly
skilled and brings more than 27 years of experience
as a podiatrist. He specializes in diagnosing and
treating various foot and ankle conditions.  He has
extensive knowledge and expertise in providing
comprehensive care, focusing on personalized treat-
ment plans that address each patient’s unique needs.
He has offered monthly Public Health Podiatry
Clinics on the White Earth Reservations since 2002.

Dr. Ung’s services include diagnosing and treat-
ing conditions such as plantar fasciitis, bunions, heel
pain, achilles tendonitis, and more.  He can accurate-
ly identify the root cause of each patient’s condition
and develop a customized treatment plan that may
include surgery, orthotics, physical therapy, and other

non-invasive interventions.
He’s patients appreciate his compassionate and

patient-centered approach to care.  He takes the time
to listen to each patient’s concerns, answer their
questions, and provide education and guidance
throughout the treatment process.  His dedication to
delivering high-quality care has earned him a reputa-
tion as one of the top podiatrists in the area.  His
numerous patients have been heard exclaiming, “I
wouldn’t trust my feet to anyone else.”

Photo by Gary W. Padrta

A Diabetic Health Fair was held Nov. 8 at the Pine Point Community Center.  Dr. Kham Ung attended the
event and spoke with attendees about feet issues.

Top: Attendees were able to make their own first aid
kits.  Bottom: Jackie Haugo, Public Health, shows a
little girl how to use a hula hoop for exercise.


